
SMALL CHANGES MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE  
 

Hello Everyone, 
 

Yes, the rain has at last returned and everywhere looks fresher. But if you have been watching the many TV programmes on             
aspects of our world, you will have understood more about the many changes that we humans have brought about. Yes, we                 
humans have achieved great things, BUT, scientific evidence for climate change is incontrovertible. 
 

One of the ways in which this has occurred has been the relentless drive for MORE. We human beings are never satisfied but 
keep on reaching out, grabbing, taking, making, with little or no regard for consequences. Now we are seeing the evidence of the 
damage we have done, collectively. We are also seeing evidence of the many efforts to repair and restore our environment. 
But it is such a huge challenge – what possible difference can I, one individual, make? 
 

It has been said that every journey begins with a single step. If we each make that decision – ‘yes, I will do something today’ –  
together, we will make those changes that are needed. We already recycle, reuse or repair items we have bought. We also share 
the usage of equipment. Many of us can remember wartime shortages, which taught us to ‘ make do’ or ‘mend’ and also to accept 
‘can’t have’. 
 

Many organisations have adopted the principle of becoming carbon neutral, and all the churches across the benefice are working 
towards the Ecochurch Gold Standard. This entails looking at all aspects of church life so that we line up with biblical principles 
of caring for God’s creation. We look at our buildings and how we care for them, the contents and how we use them, our church 
yards and how they reflect the beauty of creation, and our teaching and how we reflect God’s care for His world. 
 

You and I CAN make changes to the way we live so that we cause less damage; we CAN renew and repair our small patches of 
God’s good Earth; and we CAN join together with others to tackle larger challenges. It is our choice. 
 

So, as we enjoy this summer and share time with family and friends, at home or away, let’s ask ourselves what other things we 
could do to make a difference. At book clubs, bowls clubs, and any other group we are part of, we can ask what else we can do - 
have you got any ideas? 
 

There are thousands of others across our world who face much bigger problems of droughts and floods brought about by our 
changing climate. Others are living in war zones, desperately trying to survive amidst more man-made chaos. Even in these                 
situations, we learn of courage, help and hope among people working together and making a difference right where they are. So 
let’s share our hope, and help and encourage right where we are in this Benefice of East Vale and Avon, as well as praying for     
others across our beautiful but endangered planet. 
 

May God guide and bless you in the choices you make this week. 
 
Revd Mary Godin Cleeve Prior 
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Jo can be contacted on 07561823135 (WhatsApp & phone) or 01386 339669, 
 email  joanna.fielding@hotmail.com  And at The Vicarage, High Street, Badsey, Evesham, WR11 7EJ 

 

Day off is usually Fridays.  
Please contact the Benefice Administrator Faith Quinn  

(details above) for  
all enquiries about Baptisms, Weddings, and Funerals  

Please see the noticeboard in Church Porch for more 
services within the Benefice. For more  information about  any of our churches please visit  
www.eastvaleavon.com.  
 

Please do take the opportunity to share fellowship and enjoy worship in any of the parish                   
churches in our benefice 

Services this month 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The Church Clock Chimes Again! 
 

Thank you, from Badsey with Aldington Parochial Church Council, to all those                
generous people who donated £1155 towards the £2600 cost of refurbishing the 
entire chime mechanism. 
 

It is thought that with only minor repairs, the chime mechanism had run for well over 
one hundred years. The system, which is a complex system of wires, pulleys, and 
levers, has been completely refurbished and took two clock engineers from Time 
Assured over eight hours on site to install. Much of the work entailed is in cramped 
conditions under the bell frame, and involved feeding the new stainless steel wires 
up from the clock chamber to the hammers in the bell chamber. 
 

Thank you to all who donated over the last few years to the full service of the clock 
mechanism and the repainting of the face - this finishes a complete restoration of 
the timepiece. Without your donations and those who leave legacies, this project 
and similar maintenance projects would be difficult to fund. 
 

Alex Christison 

Entries in the register - 
May 2025 

Baptisms  
Henry Bourne (Cleeve Prior) 
Winifred Jarvis (Cleeve Prior) 
 
Funerals  
None 
 
Weddings  
Molly Harrison & 
Adam Stanley (Badsey) 
 
Maisie Pett & 
Sam Byrd (Bretforton) 
 
Jessica Eells & 
Tristan Walsh (Bretforton) 
 
Isabella Dix & 
Matthieu Varnica (Bretforton) 
 
Rebekah Henderson & 
Luke Mountford (Offenham) 

 9.30am 
Service 

11.00am 
Service 

Other Services 

6th July 
3rd after Trinity 

Badsey 
Morning Praise 

Offenham 
Eucharist 

 

Cleeve Prior 
Eucharist 

 

13th July 
4th after Trinity 

Bretforton 
Morning Praise 

South Littleton 
Eucharist 

7pm 
Cleeve Prior 

Taizé 

20th July 
St James 

 
Badsey 

Benefice Patronal  
Eucharist. With Bishop Martin 

 

27th July 
6th After Trinity 

South Littleton 
Morning Praise 

Bretforton 
Eucharist 

 

Cleeve Prior 
Morning Praise 

 



ASK THE HISTORY MAN...      

    
 

Churchwardens’ Accounts - Old Style 
 

As far as we are aware, it is exactly 500 years since the Badsey churchwardens              
began to keep basic financial records. In 1898, the Reverend W. H. Price (vicar of 
Badsey from 1897 to 1903) undertook the work of transcribing the original                         
manuscript. In 1913, ten years after Mr Price’s sudden death following a fatal heart 
attack during a church service, a portion of the work, covering the period from 1525 
to 1571, was published, including many explanatory notes. 
 

Whilst a large number of the entries remain somewhat obscure (certainly to the   
present writer), we can nevertheless get a good general idea of the kind of                      
transactions which took place in those days. On the expenditure side, frequent               
payments were necessary for the maintenance of the church bells. We find entries 
for ‘ye medyng of ye belle whele’, ‘ye clapur of ye foure belle’, ‘belle ropys’, ‘ye 
bawdryke’ and so on. The last item, which occurs regularly over the years under     
several different spellings, is a baldrick - a leather strap which fastens the clapper to 
the ring at the crown of a bell. 
 

All this confirms that there were bells at the church 500 years ago, probably hung 
when the tower was built in the mid-fifteenth century. 
 

Evidently, work on the roof was required in 1551-52, as there are a number of                 
payments for materials such as ‘nayls’, ‘sklatte’, and ‘a bondel of lathe’, as well as ‘a 
creste for ye porche’. 
 

So, where did the churchwardens get their money from? One surprising source is the 
large number of legacies received, at a time when most people were surely very 
poor, and not all of these come from within the parish. John Wodhouse, vicar of 
Bretforton, left ‘to the church of Badsey four shillings to be payd yn barley so far as 
hyt wyll extend and after in money.’  
 

Some years later came eight pence from ‘ye bequest of ye goodwyfe Wodhouse’, who was possibly the late vicar’s widow. As for 
fundraising, a popular method appears to have been a sort of gift day, when young ladies stood near the church door to collect the 
people’s contributions, as in 1528-29, when four shillings and eight pence was ‘reseuyd of ye madnys gedyng’ (the maidens’ 
gathering). 
 

Another, perhaps more entertaining, method of boosting the finances was whencockeral was put in an earthenware pot, which 
was then suspended from a tree branch. Competitors paid a halfpenny a throw, and the one who broke the pot with his stone 
claimed the bird. 
 

Although these simple records are in some ways incomplete, nevertheless, they do give us an interesting insight into the financial 
affairs of our forebears at Badsey Church. At least they did not have the present-day problem of finding money to satisfy our              
ever-demanding Diocese of Worcester! 
 



BADSEY FILM CLUB    

    
 

Our next film will be on Saturday 5th July, starting at  
8 o’clock in the back room of the Wheatsheaf. 
a  
We will be showing: 
 

Anora (18) 
Anora, a young sex worker from Brooklyn, gets her chance at 
a Cinderella story when she meets and impulsively              
marries the son of an ogliarch. Once the news reaches           
Russia, her fairytale is threatened as the parents set out for 
New York to get the marriage annulled. 
 

 

Date for Your Diary: The following month’s film will be the much-anticipated 
The Salt Path, which will be shown at 8.00 pm on Saturday 2nd August. 
 

Everyone is welcome and entry is free, but we ask for an annual donation of 
£5.00 to cover our running costs.  For more information, contact Alan Tutton on 
01386 831539. If you would like to be an official member of the Badsey Film 
Club, it’s just £5 per year. 

BADSEY SOAPBOX RACES ROLL TO A FINAL STOP
          

After many years of quirky fun and fast-paced community spirit, the Badsey Soapbox 
Races have officially come to an end. 
 

The races first took off in 2016, sparked by a chance conversation in the local pub - a 
fitting origin for a truly homegrown event. The idea quickly gained momentum, with 
support from Badsey and Aldington Parish Council, and a committee of Parish      
Councillors and local residents bringing the event to life.  
 

Held every year on the Sunday of the August Bank Holiday weekend, the races were 
free to watch and soon became a fixture in the village calendar. Over time, the event 
expanded to include a bar, local stalls, and an inevitable after party at The                    
Wheatsheaf Inn. 
 

In recent years, however, the races have struggled to attract enough entries to                
remain both entertaining for spectators and financially viable. With declining                           
participation making it increasingly difficult to run the event to its usual standard, 
organisers have made the decision to call time on the races. 
 

The official statement from the organising committee reads as follows:  
 

“After a review by the organising committee, we have decided to discontinue the 
soapbox races. 
 

Over the past two years, we have been unable to attract enough entries to make the 
event financially viable and entertaining for the audience. 
 

We would like to extend our gratitude to everyone who has built carts and                    
participated over the years, as well as to our sponsors who made the event     
financially possible. 
 

We also want to thank all the volunteers who helped on race day, the committee 
members who dedicated their time and effort, and the residents of Knowle Hill for 
allowing us to use their road. 
 

Special thanks go to the team at the Wheatsheaf Inn for providing race headquarters, 
food, and drinks, as well as to the stallholders who offered barbecues, ice cream, 
and refreshments throughout the years. Lastly, we appreciate St. John Ambulance 
for their first aid coverage. 
 

Thank you all for your support!” 
 

Watch this space for new event ideas, or to pitch an idea - contact the PC via email:  
badseypc@yahoo.co.uk 

 



BADSEY BELLES         

 

Badsey Belles WI met in June for a tea party and games. We had a wonderful time eating 
cake, drinking tea (and a little fizz!) and playing fun games, getting to know each other a 
little bit better! We had a lovely evening and are now looking forward to our skincare 
workshop with our president, Liz of LC Lash Art, this month.  
 

As always, if you are interested in joining our growing WI or just finding out more, please 
drop Lucy, our secretary, an email on badseybellessec@wfedwi.org.uk or pop along to 
our next meeting on Wednesday 2 July at 7.30 pm at the Remembrance Hall. 
 

COME AND SEE US AT THE FLOWER SHOW! 
 

We will be selling tea, cake and other treats at 
Badsey Flower Show on 26th July to raise funds 
for our WI. We would love to see you there! 
 

Please remember to bring along some cash to pay for your treats, and if you are able to     
donate a cake or tray bake, we would be very grateful indeed! Please let us know in advance 
by emailing Lucy on badseybellessec@wfedwi.org.uk, and then arrange for your cake to be 
dropped off at the Scout Hut on the morning of the Flower Show. 
 

If you would like to attend a meeting or find out more about our WI, please contact our           

BADSEY SOCIETY         

 

July is traditionally the time for long, hot days. With this in mind, this month the Badsey 
Society has two outdoor events! 
 

Garden Party with the Chameleon Quintet 
On Friday 4th of July at 7 pm, we are holding a Garden Party with the Chameleon Quintet 
at 34 Seward Road, the home of Alan and Shirley Tutton. Members are invited to bring 
along a picnic, drinks of their choice and garden chairs, and settle down for an evening of 
musical enjoyment with these talented musicians. 
 

Badsey Flower Show Display 
On Saturday 26th of July, from 1 pm til 5 pm, the Society will be at Badsey Flower Show. 
The focus of our display will be VE and VJ Day in the village, and the lives of residents  
during WW2, both in the services and at home. As well as exhibition boards, there will be 
several artefacts to have a look at, and the chance to share your memories. So come 
along and have a chat with us! We’re looking forward to seeing you. 

Dates for your diary 

Thursday 4th September 
Trip to Hartlebury Castle 

Friday 19th September 
The SS Suevic and the night the 

RNLI saved 611 people 
Speaker: Galen Bartholomew 

a 
Membership of The Badsey Society 
costs £5. Please pay via Paypal at 

http://www.badseysociety.uk/the-
badsey-society/subscriptions.  

ADVERTISER SHOUT OUT: BLUEBIRD CARE         

 

Bluebird Care delivers high-quality, personalised care that enables people to live safely and comfortably in their own homes. 
Whether it’s a short daily visit, full-time live-in care, or respite support, their services are tailored to individual needs - including 
complex conditions like dementia, Parkinson’s, and mobility challenges. What truly sets them apart is their commitment to              
emotional well-being, building trusted relationships that make care a positive and enriching experience. Every visit is more than 
just care—it’s a connection. Call 01386 764830 to learn more.  



THE MILKY WAY  

By Stargazer      

 

Hopefully, July will be filled with long hot days and nights and create happy                 
memories of long holidays. However, for stargazers, these days also bring short 
nights with little time for observing the heavens. 
 

On a good, clear evening, after the sun has set, there is a long period of twilight. 
During this time, the brightest stars begin to become visible as the sky slowly 
darkens. It is quite good fun to just sit on a warm evening and try to spot the first 
star to appear, and usually, you will then spot others shortly after. Of the bright stars that will appear during the early evening, 
there are three that are of particular interest that form a feature known as the summer triangle. These three stars are known as 
Vega, Altair and Deneb, and they form a distinctive triangular shape that will be overhead at about midnight during July. 
 

Keep an eye out for the summer triangle as it will help you find this month’s Stargazer feature, the Milky Way. At this time of year, 
this passes from the constellation of Sagittarius on the southern horizon and stretches overhead through the summer triangle. 
The Milky Way appears as a faint, milky band stretching across the sky, and viewing it can be a breathtaking experience! To get the 
best view of the Milky Way, you should find a location with minimal light pollution. The centre of the village is not bad, but moving 
out just a short distance to, say, the sports fields, can make a big difference. 
 

The Milky Way is our galaxy, and we orbit a relatively insignificant small yellow star in one of the “unfashionable” outer arms of a 
spiral-shaped congregation of between 100 and 400 billion other stars. Personally, I find such numbers quite unimaginable, as 
are the general dimensions of the Milky Way. The centre of our galaxy lies in the direction of Sagittarius, where there is a                       
bar-shaped bulge in the stellar formation. Unfortunately, much of this shape is not visible due to large black clouds of dust that 
obscure our view. 
 

The Milky Way is a relatively flat disc 100,000 light years across and about 100 light years in thickness. It takes 225 million years 
for the sun to orbit the galactic centre, so it was one ‘galactic year’ ago when dinosaurs were just beginning to walk the Earth. The 
Sun is 27,000 light years from the galactic centre and sits in what is known as the Orion Arm of the Milky Way. Most of the                   
individual stars that we can see with the naked eye are in the Orion Arm and within about 500 light years of the Sun. 
 

At the beginning of the 20th century, most astronomers thought that the Milky Way was the entire universe. It was through the 
work of Edwin Hubble and other astronomers during the 1920s that objects outside the Milky Way were first identified, as other 
galaxies and their distances were measured. The Universe suddenly got much, much bigger, and the incredible size of the Milky 
Way became much less significant. 
 

The Milky Way is a fascinating and awe-inspiring feature of our night sky. The best time to see it will be before the moon rises or 
after it has set. There will be a new moon on 24th July and only a small crescent for a few days on either side of that date.  So why 
not find a dark spot in your garden, or take a late-night stroll out of the village centre, and look for this truly awe-inspiring sight? 

BADSEY CLUB SWARMING WITH NEW GUESTS!
         

Recently, staff and visitors of Badsey Community & Sports Club were shocked to 
find that a large swarm of bees had found a new home underneath one of the 
outdoor tables! 
 

A dog walker found the swarm and contacted Badsey resident Mark, who came 
and carefully enticed the bees into a box ready for their new home in the village! 
 

Got a story for us? If there’s something you’d like featured in a future issue, please email us at badseycn@gmail.com. 
 



COMPUTER CLUB 
 

If you feel that you wouldn’t know how to 
start with a computer or are afraid to use it 
in case you break it, why not come along to 
one of our computer group sessions?  
 

The Badsey Computer Group aims to give a helping hand to 
anyone who seeks to gain confidence in using their computer. 
Sessions are very informal, usually with a short discussion of 
a chosen topic and then plenty of time to answer individual 
issues. Sessions take place on alternate Mondays in the back 
room of The Wheatsheaf starting at 10:30am and lasting 
about an hour and a half.  
 

Over the last couple of months, we have looked at what you 
can do to make your computer run faster and virus protec-
tion. The aim is to answer questions as they arise from the 
group and help solve difficulties. 
 

This month, we shall meet on Monday 7th July, before taking 
a break for the summer. We will meet again every two weeks 
starting Monday 8th September. 
 

Everyone is welcome, and the coffee is free! For further               
information, contact Alan Tutton on 01386 831539 or email 
alantutton@talktalk.net.  

BUDDING WITH  
EXCITEMENT...   

 

We’re extremely excited to have the Flower 
Show take place this month! The front cover of 
the Flower Show Schedule is included here, on 
which you will find all the details about the 
Show itself. Inside the Schedule is a full list of 
classes available to enter, including gardening, 
baking, crafts, photography, and art. 
 
If you haven’t yet, please pick up a Flower 
Show Schedule from Badsey Spar, or view one 
online at https://badseyflowershow.co.uk/. We 
hope to see you there!  

We need your stories! Taken a great photo around Badsey? Whatever it is, from your dog enjoying the                
glorious walks around a the village to snaps of a local event - send them in! We’d love to share them in the 
newsletter, or on socal media. Email them to badseycn@gmail.com or message us via our Facebook page.   

July 15th, St. Swithin’s Day, traditionally decides whether the 
summer weather will be wet or dry. As the saying goes, if it 
rained on that day, “for forty days it will remain”. 
 

I have been enchanted by the male blackbirds singing as they 
have been busy breeding in and around the garden. The                
Anglo-Saxons called them “ouzels”, but it changed to blackbird 
in Medieval times. They can have as many as four broods a year. 
The males are black with a yellow beak and eye ring, and the 
females are brown. They live for around four years but can                
survive up to 20 years. 

 

They eat worms, insects, fruit and berries, and 
are the first birds to sing at dawn. When they 
are wary, they make a “spink” sound and a 
rattled sound of alarm as they fly from danger. 
By the end of the month, they fall silent as they 
hide to moult. 
 

Blackbirds have always been a favourite here 
and in Europe. It is the national bird of Sweden, 
and homesick emigrants to Australia and New 
Zealand took some with them, where they are 
thriving. Come September, their gentle song 
will ring out again in the hedgerows and 
fields. I’ll be listening! 

Jane Neill’s Nature Notes...  
 



Date of next meeting:  
Wednesday 16th July 

 

Meeting starts at 7.30pm in the Remembrance Hall.  
 

Parishioners are welcome to raise matters that they wish 
to bring to the attention of the PC at the  beginning of the 

meeting. After that, they  can stay to observe the meeting  
 

Badsey & Aldington Parish Council 
 

The Parish Council can be contacted by: 
 

Email  badseypc@yahoo.co.uk 
Phone 07591 533557 (Mon - Thurs 9.30am to 3pm)  
Website www.badseypc.uk. 

Useful Contacts 
 

Badsey Remembrance Hall    Marcelle Wilks 01386 833 256 
Badsey Community & Sports Club   Sue Brooks 01386 830 867 
Badsey Church Bell Ringers    Tom Sandham 01386 834 070 
Badsey Church Flower Guild   Julie Gardner 01386 832 007 
 

Organisations, Institutes and Societies 
The Badsey Society     Shirley Tutton 01386 831 539 
Women’s Institute     Lucy Close  
      badseybellessec@wfedwi.org.uk 
Sea Shanties Song Group   Bob 07972 671622  
      or robnelson1805@gmail.com. 
1st Badsey Scout Group    Adam Johnson 07510 042 307 
1st Badsey Guides     Siobhan Guyll 
      badseygirlguides@gmail.com 
Cafe Freedom     Tracy Hemming 01386 830 043 
Messy Church     Penny Christison 01386 830 367 
Slimming World     Bridget 07534 133 228 
 

Sports and Entertainment 
Badsey Film Club     Alan Tutton 01386 831 539 
Badsey Flower Show    Gordon Boon 
      info@badseyflowershow.co.uk 
Badsey Rangers FC     07776 423 584 
Evesham & District Air Gun League  Ian Davies 01386 450 86 
Evesham Archery Club    Ian Trout 01386 831 509 
Model Engineering Club    Roger Cull 01386 831 933 
Evesham & Badsey Hockey Club   Mark Watts-Jones 07973 963 539 
Wickhamford Gardening Club  Barbara Bennett  
      bennett.barbara@sky.com 
 

Local West Mercia Police Neighbourhood Officers 
Alexandra.prentice@westmercia.police.uk, 
ben.trowman@westmercia.police.uk 
luke.harris@westermercia.police.uk. 
 

Would you like your organisation’s contact information in our Community 
News? Just get in touch! Email us at badseycn@gmail.com, or send a direct mes-
sage to our Facebook page.  

On behalf of the editorial team,  
we’d like to thank you for your  

contributions and making last month’s 
issue a success! 

 

If you’d like to contribute to future              
issues of the Community News, please 

either leave handwritten  
entries at 32 Seward Road, Badsey, or 

email badseycn@gmail.com 
 

 

ADVERTISE YOUR LOCAL BUSINESS WITH US!  
 

Reach more than 1,380 homes every month for £198! Gain local business for a  
fraction of the usual cost, and you can change your ad as often as you like! Call Ian Devine on 

07779091340 or email at iand3vin3@gmail.com for more details. 


