
SEASONS OF CHANGE,  
STEADFAST IN FAITH 
 

 

September - a new school term, a new school year, and 
for some of our children, there will be a big upheaval as 
they move to a new place of learning. Some of them will 
begin school, some will move to middle school, some to 
high school, and some will head off to university for the 
first time. 
 

Calendar years, financial years, academic years, church 
years…there are several new beginnings every 12 months. 
But after teaching for 25 years before being ordained, it is 
the September-August cycle which still looms large with 
me. 
 

For a number of us – and certainly for our children and 
grandchildren – this month will bring change. Some of us 
approach change of any kind with a sense of trepidation 
and fear, but I am reminded of the line in the well-known 
hymn, ‘Abide with me’. The second verse says: 
 

‘Change and decay in all around I see. 
O Thou who changest not, abide with me.’ 
 

There may be change on the horizon for many of us - new 
jobs, new homes, new relationships - but there is one 
thing of which we can be sure. In the newness, in the 
change, in the unpredictability, God remains constant, as 
the hymn reminds us. He will be with us, and if he is our 
companion on the journey, we need have no fear. 
 

May God’s peace be with you always. 
 

Canon Susan Renshaw 
(Retired Priest in the East Vale and Avon Benefice) 
 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 2025 

NEW ON-DEMAND BUS NETWORK LAUNCHES 
THIRD SERVICE IN WYCHAVON 
 

 

After two successful rollouts in Bromsgrove and Malvern,               
Worcestershire’s flexible on-demand bus network has launched its 
third service in Wychavon. 
 

The on-demand transfer service has no fixed routes or timetables, 
providing a convenient alternative to regular public transport and 
offering people more control over their travel. 
 

The service operates from 7 am to 7 pm Monday to Saturday, for 
just £2.50 per person per journey, and additional passengers pay 
£1.25. The service also accepts concessionary cards and offers 
free travel to veterans. Discounts are also offered to frequent users 
 of the service. 
a 
Journeys can be booked via the Worcestershire on Demand app, 
which allows users to select their pick-up and drop-off points, as 
well as view updates on bus arrivals in real time 
a 
More information on this bus service can be found in this Wychavon 
website article: https://bit.ly/4fWKqAW  
 

 



Churchwardens:   
Mrs. Elizabeth  Bolland MBE   Tel. 830638 Email: bollandelizabeth22@gmail.com  
 
 

Mr. Chris Smith     Tel. 830217 Email: smithvce@msn.com 
 
 

Readers:     Mrs. Margaret Pye   Tel. 833537 
 

Benefice Safeguarding Officer:   Lisa Farmer    Tel. 40401 
 

Administrator    Faith Quinn: eastvaleavon.churches@gmail.com  
 The Revd. Joanna Fielding - Priest in Charge of the East Vale and Avon Benefice  

(Badsey, Bretforton, Offenham, The Littletons & Cleeve Prior)  
 

Jo can be contacted on 07561823135 (WhatsApp & phone) or 01386 339669, 
 email  joanna.fielding@hotmail.com  And at The Vicarage, High Street, Badsey, Evesham, WR11 7EJ 

 

Day off is usually Fridays.  
Please contact the Benefice Ad-

ministrator Faith Quinn  
(details above) for  

all enquiries about Baptisms, 
Weddings, and Funerals  

SERVICES FOR  
SEPTEMBER 2025 
 

 

Loved and valued – a letter from Trevor Burton. 

I often walk around Badsey pushing my granddaughter in her buggy. Sometimes she walks and 
is quite determined to go “that way”. We often meet other people and my granddaughter loves 
to say ”Morning”.  One day while we were out her shoelace came undone and she tripped over 
it. Whilst consoling her, a lovely young mum came along and did the shoelaces up. 
 

There is a Fare Share shed in Badsey where food is dropped off. Occasionally, I have the                   
privilege of collecting the food. I am grateful for those who help me unload my car. People come 
to the shed and conversations start. One Friday, I had not put the food out, and I saw someone 
with several empty bags walking away, rather sad. My thoughts weren’t very nice towards him 
but God spoke to me and challenged me to run after him and let him know that I was about to 
put the food out. At the shed, he opened up and told me why he needed the food. This made me 
see him in a different light. 
 

Once a month I work the night time economy in Evesham as a Street Pastor. Some people go 
out for enjoyment others have no choice but to be out. Occasionally, because of the nature of 
the environment, incidents happen and we engage and help people. Subsequently we are 
thanked and people share their situations. As Street Pastors we go out there because we              
value those we see on the streets. As a result they often allow us to pray with them. 
 

Badsey church uses their building to run a Stay and Play “Drop in” every Monday during term 
time with toys, music (and a free cuppa). It is wonderful to see grandparents, mums and dads 
coming along with their children. It gives them the opportunity to get out of the house. My                  
granddaughter has changed so much, interacting with the other children. The children and 
grandparents (and parents) are valued, and the adults receive support when they share their 
struggles. I often walk around the village praying. I meet and have conversations with people. 
 

Whilst praying I was challenged by God to write this article. You may not believe in God. There 
was a time I didn’t, however, I have faced tough situations in my life but I can testify how God 
has stepped into my life and revealed to me His love for me in tangible ways. This has happened 
especially after allowing someone to pray with me. 
 

Wednesday morning at Badsey Church is a work group that meets. It doesn’t matter if you’re not 
into gardening, it is a time for meeting others to chat and share. There are a lot of issues going on 
in the world, and political challenges for us in this country. We all face upheavals in our lives 
and we grieve and struggle dealing with these issues. You are welcome to come along on a 
Wednesday to talk to others about these or anything else over a coffee. We are a bunch of                 
ordinary imperfect people who value each other and love to spend time with each other. It is a 
hub for connection,  reflection and shared experiences. If you need it, some of us are happy to 
offer support and pray with you.     
- Trevor Burton. 



BADSEY BELLES 

From sunshine to service — the Badsey Belles turn to remembrance. 
 

The Badsey Belles took a well-deserved break in August following a busy day at the Badsey Flower Show. We 
ran a very successful tea and cake stall - it was such an enjoyable day and we raised lots of money for our WI. 
We would like to say a huge thank you to all those who donated cakes, helped out on the day, and our                  
sponsors - Tesco Evesham, Sliced Honeybourne and Evesham Vale Growers. 

 

We also had our fabulous wellbeing session in July with our president, Liz, from LC Lash Art. Liz led us through a relaxing cold 
flannel facial routine, encouraging us all to take a moment to chill and unwind. We also learnt about our skin types and which 
products are best to use for them. 
 

We are now looking forward to our next meeting on 3rd September, when we will get together to make some more poppies for the 
cascade to be erected on the Church during the Remembrance period this year. 
 

If you would like to attend a meeting or find out more about our WI, please contact our secretary, Lucy, at  
badseybellessec@wfedwi.org.uk or visit us on Facebook or Instagram.  

THE BADSEY SOCIETY DIVES INTO DARK DEEDS AND DEADLY 
PLOTS 
 

To Murder a Priest: The Popish Plot and Worcestershire (1678 - 1681) 
 

October’s talk will be given by Doug Smith. It promises to be an entertaining evening! 
Doug describes his talk as follows: 
“Lies, intrigue and death threats at the very centre of Power! This may sound familiar, but 
it’s Worcestershire in the late 17th Century. This talk is not for viewers of a nervous                
disposition! This is a story of the turmoil following the Reformation of the 16th Century 
and the Civil Wars of the 17th Century. It involves a pantomime villain of epic proportions, 
an unbelievable tale that many believed and the death of innocent people. The events 
took place at the end of the reign of the Merry Monarch, Charles II (1660-1685). I will use 
examples from Worcestershire to show how this tale, centred on London, affected the 
whole kingdom.” 
 

Douglas H Smith (Doug) is a retired secondary school History teacher with over 40 years 
of experience. In 2012, he was awarded an MBE for Services to Education. Since                   
retirement, he has spent more time on his love of history and his written four books and 
numerous booklets. The books are: Cheer Boys it’s Hartlebury!, Whose For the Game? 
From Trams to Trenches, and finally Most Poorly and Cowardly: Hartlebury Castle and 
North Worcestershire in the Civil Wars 1642-1660. He became a Trustee at Hartlebury 
Castle in 2021. 
 

Do come and join us! 
 

October’s talk will take place at Badsey Community & Sports Club on Friday 17th             
October at 7.30 p.m. Entrance is free for members and £2.50 for non–members. 
 



LEADING THE WAY WITH BADSEY GUIDES & RANGERS 
 

Badsey Girlguiding Goes International!  
This summer, one of our leaders had the opportunity to lead a trip to the Azores 
and Lisbon for 19 girls from all over the Midlands. It was a fantastic opportunity 
to explore São Miguel’s lush green landscapes, crater lakes and natural hot 
springs. The week was jam-packed with activities, from cycling around the 
lakes and swimming in sea pools to visiting pineapple plantations and whale 
watching. Overall, it was a memorable experience for all involved and another 
great reason to get involved in volunteering with Girlguiding! 
 

If you’d like to join us for a taster session or have any questions, please contact us via email:  
badseygirlguides@gmail.com.  You can also see what we get up to each week on Instagram! @badseygirlguides 

JOIN THE SS SUEVIC AND THE NIGHT THE RNLI SAVED 611 PEOPLE! 
With The Badsey Society 
 

Friday 19 September at 7.30 at the Recreation Club 
Speaker: Galen Bartholomew 
 

The SS Suevic ran aground in a storm off the Lizard Point in Cornwall in March 1907. The RNLI rescued 456 people in appalling 
weather conditions. This is still the largest number of people rescued by the RNLI in a single operation. Another ship, the SS                       
Jebba, ran aground off the South Devon coast the same night and the RNLI saved a further 155 lives. Not a single life was lost in 
either rescue. In those days, lifeboats were open rowing boats and the crews were untrained local volunteers! This illustrated talk 
describes how Galen Bartholomew pieced together an extraordinary story: how the Suevic ran aground; how she was salvaged 
and rebuilt; her service in two wars; and her final years as a whaling factory ship in the Antarctic, before being scuttled off the 
coast of Sweden to avoid capture by German warships. As well as the number of people rescued, both the salvage and rebuilding 
of the Suevic set records in 1907. A focus throughout is on the brave crews of the RNLI, which celebrated its bi-centenary in 
March 2024. Galen Bartholomew has been a keen family historian for 50 years. When he discovered that his great-grandmother 
and great-aunt were amongst those rescued from the Suevic, he was keen to find out more about this. Little did he imagine that 
his relatives had been involved in one of the most famous of RNLI rescues! The traumatic events explain why Galen’s family had 
virtually ‘forgotten’ that terrible night – 1907 was well before people were encouraged to talk about difficult experiences! This is a 
remarkable account of shipwreck and survival. 
 

For more information on this talk, please contact Shirley Tutton on 07740 286941 or shirleytutton@talktalk.net .  
 
 

BADSEY FILM CLUB 
 

Our next film will be on Saturday, 6th September, 
starting at 8 o’clock in the back room of the                    
Wheatsheaf. We will be showing: 
 

The Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare 
(15) 
 

Based upon recently declassified files of the British War 
Department and inspired by true events, THE MINISTRY OF UNGENTLE-
MANLY WARFARE is an action-comedy that tells the story of the first-ever 
special forces organisation formed during WWII by UK Prime Minister Win-
ston Churchill and a small group of military officials, including author Ian 
Fleming. 
 

Date for Your Diary: The following month's film will be Bridget Jones: 
Mad About the Boy, and will be shown on Saturday, 4th October at 8 pm. 
 

Everyone is welcome and entry is free, but we ask for an annual donation of 
£5.00 to cover our running costs. For more information, contact Alan Tutton 
on 01386 831539.  
If you would like to be an official member of the Badsey Film Club, it’s just £5 
per year. 

FLOWER SHOW 
 

After a brief summer break, the Badsey Flower 
Show committee will have their first meeting of 
the year in September!  
 

If you liked what you saw at this year’s Flower 
Show and are interested in being a part of it 
going forward, we want to hear from you!  
 

Whether you’re a local business looking to pitch 
a stall, a volunteer wanting to chip in or part of 
an entertainment group who would like to              
perform, please let us know via emailing us at 
info@badseyflowershow.co.uk or send a           
message to our Facebook Page: 
 www.facebook.com/Badseyflowershow/.  
 

HAVE YOUR SAY FOR THE 2026 
COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

We’d love to hear your feedback and ideas to 
help keep our Community News running. Your 
thoughts make sure it stays interesting and                
useful for everyone. Please share what  matters 
to you so we can keep improving together! 



Jane Neill’s Nature Notes...  
 

September nights are drawing in, but we can still scan the skies at dusk for bats or 
“flittermouse”, the old country name given as they were believed to be flying mice. 
 

In Britain, bats are fully protected. We have 14 bat species, but the most commonly seen is 
the common pipistrelle, the smallest bat, weighing just 5 grams, the weight of a 2p coin. The 
pipistrelle’s wing is made from an extended finger of a hand with stretched skin spanning 
20cm. 
 

In summer, they hang on the outside of buildings and only in winter seek shelter inside. They fly at dusk to feed and can consume 
up to 3,000 insects in a night. They emit an ultrasonic squeak as they fly, and the speed at which the sound returns determines if 
an object is close or far. It can distinguish a telephone wire, a leaf or a beetle. Prey too big to eat on the wing is carried to a nearby 
perch on which it clings with a sharply hooked claw. Its teeth, in comparison to size, are more awesome than a tiger's! A                                       
remarkable mammal. No wonder I search the sky each night when I close the curtains in the hope of spotting one. 

COMPUTER CLUB 
 

If you feel that you wouldn’t know how to start with a computer or are afraid to use it in case you 
break it, why not come along to one of our computer group sessions?  
 

The Badsey Computer Group aims to give a helping hand to anyone who seeks to gain              
confidence in using their computer. Sessions are very informal, usually with a short discussion 
of a chosen topic and then plenty of time to answer individual issues. Sessions take place on 
alternate Mondays in the back room of The Wheatsheaf, starting at 10:30 am and lasting about 
an hour and a half.  
 

After a short break for the summer, the Badsey Computer Group is back for the Autumn. We will 
be meeting at 10.30 am on Monday 8th September, and then we will meet again every two 
weeks: 

 Monday 22nd September    Monday 6th October 
 

We will start off by looking at the differences between Windows Version 10, the support for 
which ends in October and Version 11. In the following weeks we will continue by looking at how 
basic websites are constructed. 
 

Everyone is welcome, and the coffee is free! For further information, contact Alan Tutton on 
01386 831539 or email alantutton@talktalk.net.  
 

 LOOKING FOR SUPPORT? CHOOSE SIGNPOST 
 

Based in Broadway, Signpost is a local help and information centre, as 
well as a well-being hub. A number of support services are on offer, as 
well as opportunities for people interested in  volunteering. 
 

For more information, visit Signpost’s website at www.signpost.info.  

 



ASK THE HISTORY MAN 
 

Badsey Pike 
Nowadays, it is not often that one hears anyone refer to Badsey Pike. In fact, it may well be that many in the village do not know 
what or where it is, or the origin of its name. The Pike is the place where Synehurst meets Bretforton Road, and the name derives 
from an early 18th-century road system.  
 

The first serious attempt to improve the quality of roads throughout the country came in 1555, when Parliament decreed that  
every parish had a duty to repair its own roads. Road surveyors were appointed each year at a parish meeting, with the                              
responsibility of organising the necessary labour to carry out the work. Farmers and other employers were obliged to release all 
able-bodied men for this purpose, usually for four days each year. This was known as Statute Labour. 
 

From 1706 onwards, numerous Acts of Parliament authorised the creation of ‘turnpike trusts’ as a result of which various lengths 
of roads were taken away from parish control and put under the management of turnpike trustees, who became responsible for 
the maintenance of their particular stretch of road. In order to finance their activities, they erected gates and levied tolls on               
vehicles and livestock passing through.  
 

The first Act authorising turnpiking in the Evesham District was in 1728, naming several roads leading from the town, including 
one to Bretforon. Thus did Badsey enter the turnpike system. The amount of the toll was prescribed in the Act and varied                        
according to what was travelling through the gate. Two examples are given below: 
 

‘For every coach, berlin (burlin), chariot, chaise or calash drawn by two horses - 6 d.’ 
‘For every drove of calves, hogs, sheep or lambs per score - 10 d.’ 
 

We do not know when a toll gate was first erected at Badsey. A newspaper advertisement of 1826 refers to the Badsey and                 
Bretforton gates together yielding an income of £245 a year, and when the Badsey Manor Estate was sold in 1866, one lot was ‘all 
that valuable piece of pasture land and orchard, lying near the toll gate on the Evesham road’. 
 

The plan attached to the sale notice clearly shows the toll gate a short distance on the Evesham side of the junction. By that time, 
however, the turnpike system was in rapid decline. The duties of the trustees were taken over by local highway boards, which had 
the power to levy a highway rate. In 1888, the newly established county councils took on responsibility for all main roads. 
 

If you have a question you would like Badsey’s History Man to answer or a  topic 
you would like him to write about, please let us know by emailing us at  
badseycn@gmail.com, and we will pass your request on. 

NEW TREASURER WANTED 
a 
The Badsey Society is looking for a new Treasurer to join our committee. If you 
have a head for numbers and a few hours to spare, we’d love to hear from you! 
a 
We also welcome anyone interested in helping to organise the varied programme 
of talks, walks, and events that the Society runs throughout the year. 
a 
To find out more, please contact Maureen Spinks 
(maureen.spinks@btopenworld.com) or Shirley Tutton 
(shirleytutton@talktalk.net), or come and have a chat with us at the AGM. 
 

 



SPOTTING VEGA                                By Stargazer 
 

September brings early evenings and hopefully warm, mild weather that is ideal for                        
stargazing. When first taking up the hobby of astronomy, people will often say, “What’s that 
Star?” pointing at the brightest or first star to appear. During the summer months and early 
autumn, this is usually a bright blue-white star called Vega that is high in the southern skies. 
 

Vega is the dazzling jewel of the constellation Lyra and has captivated the attention and  
imagination of humanity across centuries. Vega, designated Alpha Lyrae, is the brightest star in the constellation Lyra and the 
fifth-brightest star in the night sky. To the unaided eye, Vega gleams with a strikingly blue-white hue. It is located only 25                     
light-years from Earth and is therefore one of our Sun’s nearest stellar neighbours and shines with a brilliance that has made it a 
subject of fascination for astronomers, poets, and stargazers alike. 
 

Vega’s position in the northern sky makes it a circumpolar star for much of the northern hemisphere and can be seen for all of the 
year. During the summer and autumn months, however, Vega soars overhead as part of the famous Summer Triangle, a                   
prominent asterism formed by Vega, Deneb (in Cygnus), and Altair (in Aquila). Its apparent magnitude makes it one of the most 
visible stars, easily outshining most others in the sky. 
 

Vega is a main-sequence star fusing hydrogen into helium in its core, much like our Sun, but hotter and more massive. Its surface 
temperature is about 9,600 Kelvin, giving it that distinctive blue-white colour. Vega is estimated to be 2.1 times as massive as the 
Sun and about 40 times as luminous. One of Vega’s most remarkable features is its rotation. Vega spins extremely rapidly on its 
axis, completing a rotation in roughly 12.5 hours, compared to the Sun’s 27-day rotation. This rapid spin causes Vega to take on 
an oblate shape, being noticeably flattened at the poles and bulged at the equator. This distortion also means that its equator is 
cooler than its poles. 
 

For much of modern astronomical history, Vega has been the cornerstone of photometric calibration. Astronomers have long 
used Vega as the ‘zero point’ in the magnitude scale, calibrating the brightness measurements of other celestial objects by               
comparison with Vega’s light. While other standards are now used for greater precision, Vega’s role in shaping the magnitude 
system remains fundamental. 
 

Vega also has the distinction of being the first star (other than the Sun) to have its spectrum photographed, an achievement              
realised in 1872 by Henry Draper. This milestone marked the beginning of the discipline of stellar spectroscopy, allowing                 
scientists to unravel the chemical compositions and physical properties of stars. Vega’s relatively simple spectrum, dominated 
by hydrogen lines, has made it a model object for stellar classification. 
 

Vega is about 455 million years old, quite young compared to our 4.6-billion-year-old Sun. However, as a more massive and                
hotter star, Vega will live a much shorter life than the Sun. Astronomers estimate that Vega is nearing the midpoint of its                     
main-sequence phase. Eventually, it will exhaust its hydrogen fuel, expand into a red giant, and then shed its outer layers, leaving 
behind a white dwarf. For amateur astronomers, Vega is one of the easiest celestial objects to locate.  
 

Throughout the summer and autumn, look high in the southern sky after sunset for a star that shines brighter than nearly all              
others. Binoculars and telescopes can reveal its blue-white colour in more detail. Vega is far more than a bright point of light in 
the northern sky. It is a gateway to understanding stellar physics. The more we study Vega, the richer our appreciation for both 
the universe and our place within it becomes.  
 

As you gaze up at the sky on a clear autumn evening, take a few moments to spot Vega, one of our nearest neighbours, and enjoy 
the spectacle shimmering above. 
  



Date of next meeting:  
Please check with the Parish Council 

 

Meeting starts at 7.30pm in the Remembrance Hall.  
 

Parishioners are welcome to raise matters that they wish 
to bring to the attention of the PC at the  beginning of the 

meeting. After that, they  can stay to observe the meeting  
 

Badsey & Aldington Parish Council 
 

The Parish Council can be contacted by: 
 

Email  badseypc@yahoo.co.uk 
Phone 07591 533557 (Mon - Thurs 9.30am to 3pm)  
Website www.badseypc.uk. 

Useful Contacts 
  

Badsey Remembrance Hall    Marcelle Wilks 07776 300959  
Badsey Community & Sports Club   Sue Brooks 01386 830 867 
Badsey Church Bell Ringers    Tom Sandham 01386 834 070 
Badsey Church Flower Guild   Julie Gardner 01386 832 007 
 

Organisations, Institutes and Societies 
The Badsey Society     Shirley Tutton 01386 831 539 
Women’s Institute     Lucy Close  
      badseybellessec@wfedwi.org.uk 
1st Badsey Scout Group    Adam Johnson 07510 042 307 
1st Badsey Guides     Siobhan Guyll 
      badseygirlguides@gmail.com 
Cafe Freedom     Tracy Hemming 01386 830 043 
Messy Church     Penny Christison 01386 830 367 
Slimming World     Bridget 07534 133 228 
 

Sports and Entertainment 
Badsey Film Club     Alan Tutton 01386 831 539 
Badsey Flower Show    Rosemary Smith 
      info@badseyflowershow.co.uk 
Badsey Rangers FC     07776 423 584 
Evesham & District Air Gun League  Ian Davies 01386 450 86 
Evesham Archery Club    Ian Trout 01386 831 509 
Model Engineering Club    Roger Cull 01386 831 933 
Evesham & Badsey Hockey Club   Mark Watts-Jones 07973 963 539 
Badsey Sea Shanty Group    Bob Smith 01386 830666 or  
      07972671622  
Wickhamford Gardening Club  Lesley Dingley  ladingley@gmail.com  
 
a 

Local West Mercia Police Neighbourhood Officers 
Alexandra.prentice@westmercia.police.uk, 
ben.trowman@westmercia.police.uk 
luke.harris@westermercia.police.uk. 
 

Would you like your organisation’s contact information in our Community 
News? Just get in touch! Email us at badseycn@gmail.com, or send a direct mes-
sage to our Facebook page.  

On behalf of the editorial team,  
we’d like to thank you for your  

contributions and making last month’s 
issue a success! 

 

If you’d like to contribute to future              
issues of the Community News, please 

either leave handwritten  
entries at 32 Seward Road, Badsey, or 

email badseycn@gmail.com 
 

 

ADVERTISE YOUR LOCAL BUSINESS WITH US!  
 

Reach more than 1,380 homes every month for £198! Gain local business for a  
fraction of the usual cost, and you can change your ad as often as you like! Call Ian Devine on 

07779091340 or email at iand3vin3@gmail.com for more details. 
 


