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- 18 Our aspara
the best in the world?”’
repeated Buster Mus-
toe. ““Well, put it this
way, we sold three-
quarters of a ton in six
weeks this year.”
Badsey 1s almost a2
town. For a2 hundred years
— Since the advent of
market gardening — it
has been growing steadily.
Now, new estates and
rows of pre-war council
houses closet 2 few old
buildings, throw-backs to
the days when 2 handful of
rich Jand-owners lived
beside no more than 500
poverty-striken villagers.
et gardeming, and
the Mrr;egae b:ﬂrﬂﬁgo&it
entails chang L
Badsey is one of the big-
= gest villages in the Vale,
—_— an expanding community

s mdumm-ﬂmofmw:,mmmm,mmm iﬂgin-ﬂlﬂg i3 Moy
o village biacksmiths, are shaped ks shepherds’ crooks.

;
i1 e i

L | [ S i
Tl T T R
RN [

¥
"""

1]

T L]
] LN
L] lll‘llllli'-|lllll l.

. W
L A e e B

o ey

lllll
...................

: q\ :1"‘1 f‘. s

_-’r “I}j ™
E f';_/:h L T .
VIS

»
’ ¢
"
f L

. The Journal
i and FourShires Advertiser
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1983

L o

.-r""‘l"'llr_’ [, 1 A" !‘I-I? _L;’.

Fl ..-."-

L T g

B i ), w PP

"It certainly is not a re-
tUrement village,”” said Mr
Robert Seaman, a village
dh_maﬁ nﬁ. A'Tréere 18 a tra-

ition ar 2ft her
which sun'ive-s.‘gr i

Mr Seaman, though 2
newcomer, is faithful to
that tradition. Since he
retired in 1976 and moved
to Badsey, he has absor-
bed himself in the vil-
lage’s past, and is now co-
author with Mr T. C. Spar-
row of a book, z2bout to be
published, which delves
into Badsey history.
~ ““There is a2 wealth of
information here,”” he
explained, “and I'm ho
ing that the book will in-
terest people. There was a
stron ethodist move-
ment here in the 18th cen-
tury, for example, led by
the Sewards of Seward
House.

“The Manor House, or
Seyn House to give it its
?rt::per name, ziso has a
ascinating past.”’

ouse is now

Seyn
diviczad into two sections.

The first houses the vet
Mr G. Bowler. The other
IS home for the Ealey
family.

It is an unusual build-
ing, the top the front
wall bending out o meet
the roof like a solid gable
Built around 1350, it was
once a home for sick
monks and belonged o the
Abbot of Evesham.

Mrs Sonya Ealey, who
lives there now, is a cheer-
ful woman with a strong
interest in the history of
her home. ““There is sup-

o be a2 tunnel from

e 0 the Abbey.” she
sald, “but then every
Manor is supposed o have
A tunne | there.”

Seyn House's history
cCame o the fore In May,
when James Ealey, apged
12, began digging o the
garden

“The were always
rumours of several we
here.” sald Soaya. “Bul »
group of archasologists
who made a previous dig
falled 1o find anything
James guessed he was on
:‘mthm "hr:»hn

AD Lo excavale » i
the garden

Ignoring bis father's
wtiuuhnnl Aboul 1he
slale of the lawn and Ml

mother's fears that
could -

children are older,” said
Mrs Ealey, “we will unco-
ver the well and look for
that tunnel.

“But that would be too
dangerous at the
moment,”” she added.
j‘tlfgople keep falling into
it.

It is thought that Seyn
House is the only building
iIn Badsey older than the
Vicarage Cottage, the
home of 2 Neath man and
nis wife, Mr and Mrs Huw
Evans.

They live in unusual cir-
cumstances. The house is
being rebullt around their
ears.

Mr Evans said: “We are
living in 2 couple of rooms
on the ground floor, which
are perfectly acceptable
for lLiving in” But the
house has only half a roof
and workmen have filled
the garden with rubbile
and buliding materials.

“We're hoping to have it
finished by next winter
sald Mr Evans, a teacher
“We chose It because we
like it — that's what mat-
tered.”

Next door, predictably
iIs the \'Lcaraie_ where
Peler Mitchell, Viear of 5t
James's. and his wife live
Parts of the church have
Norman architecture. and
the mooument o Richard
Hoby could dale back to
the 17Tth eceplury, butl a2
large section of the bulld-
ing is far more recenl
erected during the restor-
ation work of 1585

No-one In the villaze can
remember thal far back
but Loppop comes close
He s Badsey's oldest
male resident and at B
stllldrives a car

“1 pot o Worcester and
back today iIn an bour™
sald . allas Mr
LB G or Frank Jells

“Three years ago.” bhe
sald with a grin. “al e
Age of B35, | was pot lor

m 2 my Assts
am ge."”

Mr LB G stands for Mr

Littleton and Badasey
Growers., 2 glchksame
Ealned throwsh b
Association wilh 1he
m He them o
2 hey were

B0 more Lhan 2 couple of
marke! gardener

For 5 yeam he was 0o
pecied wilh the prowers
thocking W » (Y23
vice (has amyone else o
thelr histary. Thirtrihres
yeArs were penl on he
rommitiee

He has lived in 1he same
howse o0 the Evesham
Road siace 108 when e
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Seyn House, also called the Manor House, home of the Ealeys and the village vet

Community put

out to gras...

weekly rent was 75 10d.
“Now,”” he
about £23.5).""

It 1s safe to say
L.B.G. is something
tradition around the
lage, and one that shows
no signs of going away

Mr
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said, “it's ;

of a°
vil-

Another is Buster Mustoe &

and his asparagus.

Mr Mustoe is landlord of
the Hound of Gras, which
takes its name from the

vegetable. In season, it is =

popular 5
food, probably because no ¢

a0 enormously

asparagus tastes quite
like Badsey asparagus.
Buster’s real names are
rnest Leslie, ““but no-one
here calls me that lo the
police | was Ernest. and In

the air force Lester. but
here I'm Buster ™
He flew Dakotas with

he RAF on Natiopal Ser-

vice, soon after the war
But it was lnevitable that

De should eventually take
over the Hound of Cras

"My family have been
bere 34 years,” be said *1
was born just alo Lhe
road — | reckon | -
Badsey Inside out

"My gErandfather
father, aunt and sister ran
this pud before |
over
yassin Anyone
'm EOIngZ 0 De here when
| drop. ['ve already bees
nere 13 years

“Leralnly we sell 3 oo
of asparagus bere — thiy
season, which ran for six
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OOk it ¢
Bul | doo't intesd
£

weeks from May 17 10 the |

end of June, we got
through hree-qguartiers of
2 ton. Buot | wouldsa't lks
WO Say 1 was e best In
the world ™
: ASparagus 5 ool the vik
Afe s staple diet, Lough
There s e H;mm:
. & sausage sod by e
adsey bulchers o e
High Street
op, owoed Mo
David Hart sells e
famous banger with pride
“We uwe W r oo
. Sk Mr Mart "and
M2 st hiend of
= a2 A which b
ed o w by Colline annd
Nat. 1%
el medl B |
lasd of couwrse, bt |
o Uhae pwdial wpioes
which make e BRadesy
Ranger woogue
Bangers and gran,
please waider

C.J Stevens




