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O Floods

EVESHAM
UNDER WATER

The doy the rain didn’t stop
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People lost everything, homes were ruined, businesses were devastated and
even lives were |ost - a parficularly wet summer and a freak storm of rain
combined to produce one of the worst floods to hit the Vale in its history.

The Journal’s photographers, journdlists and readers recorded everits.
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A5 the Evesham businessas deyastal
ed by July's floods gradually iy
themselves off and reopen thei
dacrs, one of the town's commeraial
leadeis hos suggested that such
traden could contfoute o an Insur
pnce scheme smilar o the one that
mdernnifies their New Zealond coun
terparts ogalnst earthguoke  dam-
age

Lew Hammond, Bvesham MMorkad
Towen Parineship Monoger, wids spaoks
Img o5 four Fort Stresat and Wolensice
prisinessas prepared o mopen afler
peing clored dnce the foods struck
folr months ago,

He said: “Traders are woniad that
MELIONCS COmEanies willl sliner refuss
1o Insure ogainst flood risk or hike prami
wms up lo such a high level that iF will
drcouraga futuss Investment

“One s hod o praemium rfse of
1,200 with aedded penalties.

Moybe, in view of the obvious
advene affects of climalte change, 4
nationg Insuance scheme sould e
astablisned, perhaps similor 1o 1hat in
Mew fealond which has an earthoucke
shame, wheraby avanybody B indem-
nifled against that noiurol cotosiro
g

Ten ol Porl Streel ond Woledside s
flond-strickan businessas Roive
reopened, with fwo having movas 1o
nesy premises

Of the 20 thet rerain closed, all Bt
one hos wiork in Eogress,

Recovery work hos starfed ot Avan
Corayvarn Park, Pershore Rood, while all
the badly hit businesses ot Cacbury
Court, on Blockminster Business Park,
hava reopened with he oddition of
wo new blsingsses,

Al Sedigetremow, the flooded joinery
busness has recpened and progress s
being mode on refurkishing  tha
Eusen's Head pub

it will probabdy Toke Hintom-on-the-

Sroen's Commill Bonk Business Units of

legst o year fo feturm o normal
becouse all sxcept one of the business-
&5 fhat operated on (ks ground and fist
flogts have ieff, which means new tan
anfz will be nsaded,

Insurarnce Fos funded repaie al mest
of Eveshom's Nloaded businssses

Sinca 185 Port Street premises suffered
thousands of pounds’ worth of flood
darmdge on July 20, Geme Slemy has
fraged from a dl-loot-ong Tormer
rafrgaratad unil thal Vake Fiozern Foods
wsed rmore nan A4 years ago and s st
uciled &t the radar of Vole Cycles

Charle Batt, Gems Steme’ propdletor,
sgid the flonst's shop wos nomed in
honowr of hls doughter and business
fm.-'ner. Hemma,  with  whom hg
aunched the ventura 18 months ago.

He sawd the night of the floods scnw
them remaln on the premises until the
early hours o thay tied 1o sweep he
wiafer out but they wers halpisas tosiop
their premises being Inundaied with
four-and-o-roll fest ot it

Mast of their shop's stock was
dastrayad and fhey offerad to giva he
few surviving items away 1of frea but
fhelr custamers Insistad on paylng,

Charlle and Gemma wers soon frod-
Im from the former refrigsioled unit but
concamtratas solaly on fresh flowes
and ol nol stock the voaes, candiss,
plants and other merchandiss Hhey
wuEed o sall.

Theair shop has beern dred ond
claated of debrs and thay hope to
mowe ack in during aarly December
after |t hos Lean refitfed

Charlie, who hanked his Customars
fior thair support, scikcl: 'S besn o Sfrain
Bt i could Ve Deen worns

“Weug by to fake it in the nght splt,”

He-added, TLong leim, we're: going
for have o keok of whather Port Stregt
will recover, "We're woried about ®
happaning ogain,”

Port Stmest s OfvinnD Restouront sus-
foined aboul £100.000-worth of. dam-
oge after being Inundoted By almost
four feet of woter, which regached 1o just
balciw the baf-top ong ruinaed the fumil-
fure ond wine callar

Ronald Slsel whe o fups  Hhe
itatian/Mecitsranasan  restourant with
Fils wite Mihan, saia. ~AT ine beginning.
it wirs vany hard Thare came a polint
when there wos nothing et o sove;
you Jast hod to lat go.”

it took one~and-o-half months fo clear
and dry the restaurant, after which the
refitting Dagan

Chivino, wharms five part-lims staff ae
amployad raopanad In mTHha-
Mowverniben

Reinioicl st "W ve really hod o lof of
support from our regulars, 1'm sure ot
avanything will e OF."

Part Street's Cotawold  Trienology
Cantre, g hal ard scoip dinic, suffered
about S4 000worth of domags affar
baing finoded by more fhan three fael
of wiater

Promistor, Sally-Ann Tarver, sald: * and
a friend sweot the ground foor o3
rmuch o5 we could ond then sol bock
and waolched the woter coms in”

The sole froder warked from O ooy
holidresser's salon while her clinic wWas
outted, dried and rafied, Like CHviro,
it reopaned in mid-Novemiser

Shio gaid: *I'm optimsfic

i arvthing, my business may end up
penefiling fom the floods

“It's q part of fown whese g 107 Of peo-
gle frorn around the area are coming
o look ot haw the shops ore ecoverning
frogm thie Hoods

I the processs, (hey're coming fo
ok ot businesses thot I'ICIUF' Beian
repaiad.”

With  suzh  oplmism - abounding
amongst Evestam's traders, | 15 douat
fd that sven an edrthquoke could
chiches thair resodve

amis bhlelasiaekam o dibdHigeaa iR
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® A caravan floated down the Avon [
and hit Evesham's Warkkman Bridge

® Anociher caravan lodged in the frees

® Water levels displayed at
Vale Cycles, Port Streat

S TR B

@ The famous scene of the great holte where the main
road was woshed away in Cropthorna

® Police had to close Abbey Bridge
when waoler started o rise above itp

&N
Evesham lock.

® Rescue crews were busy along Waoterside oy



® The Colswold Trichology Centre was
recently reopened to much celebration,
Cwner Sally-Ann Torver is pictured on the
right and also on the picture to the right
when she had fo be rescued from the flat
obove the shop as the flood levels rose.
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AVONSIDE
MOTORS

Ear Eiamlcs & Futl Diagnns;s

YOU DON'T HAVE TO
TRAVEL FAR TO GET YOUR

BMW, MERCEDES, AUDI, SAAB,

VOLVO, VW, SEAT, MINI, SKODA
SERVICED AND REPAIRED

EVESHAM =
01386 45082 INES ;[
ABBEY LANE, EV w B AHEE? ROAD —

_ | Property Rentals

ALL GARAGE SERVICES A‘FAILABLE

AND COMPLETED TO THE

mnvﬁniiﬂammnmﬂu Lk

HIGHEST STANDARDS

Timothy Lea

&Griffiths
Estate Agents & Chartered Surveyors

An independent Estate Agency specialising in:

Sale of Residential Property

Surveys & Valuations

Sale and Rental of Commercial
& Agricultural Property

Experienced
Residential Lettings Specialist

Your property safe in our hands’

Residential Sales = Commercial Lettings
01386 442255 01386 765700 01386 442255

www.timothylea-griffiths.co.uk




