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P S A L. xxxvil. 37.

Mark the perfeét man, and bebold the
upright 5 for the end of that man

1$ peace.

HE occafion of my reading thefe

: words to you, at this time, is the
t ‘deceafe of Benjamin Seward, E{gs
: late of Bengworth in Worcefter=

[ fhire. 'The laft Lord’s day, he worthipped

in public with faints below, was in_this

% . Pplace; juft five weeks ago. It is at the re-
queft of his furviving relations that I preach
on this folemn occafion : no'paflage of {crip-
ture being left by the deceafed for this pur-
pofe, and none given me by his friends ; but
this being fuggefted to me by a relation; and
no other more proper to the occafion, ot
more fuitable to the chara&er of the de-~
ceafed, occurring to my mind; I determined
. o make ufe of it, and improve it in the
“beft-manner I can to your profit and edifi+
catiori.

A 2 ~The




)
|

[ 32]

i om he fhall live for ever : and there
\;wv;glbvgivery thing that can come under the
notion of peace and happinefs; there wxg
be perfe&t health of body and foul, an
length of days, for ever and ever; no mo;&
pain, ﬁcknefs, forrow, anq death ; there wi
be riches and honour; riches of glory, an
eternal weight of glory, a crown and throx’lg
of glory, an everlafting kingdom, prepar
from the foundation of the Yvorlq 3 a para-
dife of pleafure, blifs, and joy, mconccw}
able and inexpreffible. This is the end o
the perfet and upright man.

if any man may be faid to be per-
ﬂ&l'\I erfdlizprz;}g’rbf, in th}; fenfe in which I
have explained thefe chara&ers, as ] doul;lt
not there are many, the perfon whofe deat
has occafioned this difcourfe may be faid to
be the man; and who was an ornament }:o
the Diffenting intereft in general, and toht_ ﬁ
Baptif denom}i]nation In particular, of whic
ination he was. o
dmllofr:;fi fhall not be able to do juftice to
the character of this worthy gentleman, for
want of fufficient knowledge of him ; foc;'
tho’ I have had the honour to be acquainte
with him for fome years paft; yet by reafon
of diftance of habitation, and haYmg bu}:
feldom an opportunity of converfation wit
him, I'am not fo well qualified to give him
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ftian ; however, what from Iy own obfer-
vation, and the informatiop of others, I’lf
give you the beft account of him I can,

Mr. Seward was 2 gentleman of fipe
natural parts and good fenfe ; he had 2 pe-
culiar fweetnefs of temper, fcarce ever
known to be ruffled, difcompofed, fretful
and impatient, upon any occafion ; .which
fingular good nature, as it s commonly
called, adorned with the grace of God,
fet him in a moft amiable light, and caufed
him to thine in a moft pleafing manner
to all that knew him. He had the ad-
vantage of a libera] education, firft begun
In Weftminfler fchool, and then carricg on
in the Univerﬁty of Cambridge , where, as

Iam informed, " he took a degree, and was
defigned for fervice in (he eftablithed church,
in which he was brought up; but this waq
fruftrated by a call in Providence from thence
to another employment in life.

- When it pleafed God effectually to call
him by his grace, thro’ confulting the facred
{criptures, and his Own experience, as well a5
the writings of learned angd godly men, he em-
braced and profefled a fet of principles, glori-
ous in themfelves, calculated to fecure and in-
creafe fpiritual peace and comfort,and to pro-
Inote true and undefiled religion, and power-
ful godlinefs ; and upon the fame plan he re.
ceived the doGirine of aduls baptifm, and fub-
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mitted to the ordinance of it, an ofdinarce
greatly defpifed by men; in which he aGed -
the felf-denying part, as well as m joining
himfelf in the communion of a fmall foci-
ety of chriftians, of the daprifi denomina-
tion, mean and defpicable in the éyes of
men ; and this he publickly did before the
whole world, as not being afhamed of
Chrift, his Gofpel, ordinances and people;
efteeming reproach for Chrift’s fake greater
riches than all the treafures in Egypr.
Humility, that truly chriftian grace, the
ornament of a meek and quiet {pirit, which
fo much adorns the believer, was eminently
confpicuous in him; he was affable and
courteous to the meaneft perfon; would
condefcend to men of low eftates, and fub-
mit to thofe that were inferiour to him, .
efteeming others better than himfelf'; not
elated either with the affluence of lifer he
was pofleflcd of, or with his natural or
acquired abilities, or his fpiritual gifts;
knowing from whom he received them ;
and therefore would not glory ds tho’ hé
had received them not. - Ailainsts
As he was blefled with plenty of this
world’s good things, and fo' capable of re-
lieving the diftrefled ; his ears were open:to
the cries and requefts of the poor; his hears
fympathized with them in their troubless
his band was ready to diftribute to theis
neceflities; he was a chearful giver, and
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took delight in every opportunity to do
good ; which he did tZ alllfpwithou)t’ refpect
to parties, having an heart benevolent to all
mankind; which gained him the univerfal
efteem of all that had knowledge of him.

- In his laft illnefs he was calm and fedate,
fill and quiet, patient and perfectly fub-
miffive and refigned to the will of God,
not at all reluctant to death, or in any fear
of it ; entirely dependent on Chrift as his
faviour, and wholly looking to him for
eternal life and falvation. 1In a vifit I paid
him, -upon atking him how his faith ftood,
he replied, « his only view was to Jefus, |
“ and his truft was in him, knowing there
was no other way to life and happinefs ;
“ but added, that believing in Chrift was a
“ thing fometimes not fo clear and mani-
“ feft;” to which I replied, “ it might be
ke 1_mown, for to them that believe, Chrift
*“ 15 precious; and as he is precious to every
one that believes, fo to whomfoever he
“¢ is precious, . that man does believe, or has
¢ true faith in Chrift.”” He obferved, that
this was an argument which he himfelf had
made ufe of, to perfuade fome fearful chri-
ftians that they did believe; and feemed
greatly affected with it. I added, I hoped
he would make ufe of the argument in his
own favour. To a Reverend Minifter ! that
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~ afterwards vifited him, he declared, that

E 2 could
! The Reve. Mr. Jofiph Stennett, fenr.
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could he enjoy health and honour, and all

the grandeur and good things of this world, -

they would be allgnothing to him .in com-:
parifon of a well-grounded hope of eternal:
glory and happine(s. Ashe had no imme-
diate apprehenfions of death, till he was at
once feized by it, nothing dropped from:
Lim concerning that,—the laft words he
was heard to utter in a broken and almoft
in-articulate manner, were, ¢ Dear _‘}qus,-—-
« Come—Come.” 'Thus, without any vio-
lent firuggle of nature, or any fhew of con-
cern and uneafinefs at death, this precious
fervant of Chrift fell ufleep in Jefus. The
lofs of him is great indeed! A lofs to his
furviving. relative, to whom he was a moft
indulgent bufbagd¢ a.moft delightful com-
panion, and a {ympathizing partner in her
afflictions ; may the Lord¥anétify it to her,
and fupport her under it! A lofs to his dear
children, to whom he was a tender and
affeQionate parent; who, by his bright ex-
ample, hearty counfel, and wife directions
and inftructions, mighg@have been of ftill
greater advantage to §¥:m, "had it pleafed
God to have continued him longer with
them ; may they tread in his fteps, and
copy after hitmn ! A lofs to his poor neigh-
bours and others, both in the church and
in the world, to whom he was a chearful

benefu&Gor. A lois to the whole intereft of -

Chrift, of wiich he was an orpament and
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fupport! He himfelf indeed is the gainer,and
{o is the church triumphant ; which hereby
has one more added to its fhining number,

which make that general affembly and

church of the firft-born, whofe names are
written in heaven, ,

To conclude: Let it be enquired whe-
ther thefe characters of perfe? and wprighs

-belong to you, that have been hearing this

difcourfe: are you partakers of the true
grace of Ged? Have you a genuine faith
in Jefus Chrift, a good hope thro’ grace of
falvation by him, and a fincere love unto
him? Have you reafon to believe that the
righteoufnefs of Chrift is imputed to you,
and you have intereft in it, and are accept-
able to. God thro’ it? Have you had clean
hearts created, and right {pirits renewed in
you? And have you been enabled in an
good meafure to walk uprightly ? And is it
the defire of your fouls, and the bufinefs of
your“lives to exercife a confcience void of
oftence towards God and men:2. Then, not-
withftanding the imperfeGtion that other-
wife attends you, you are in a Gofpel-fenfe
perfe& and upright ; and which you thould
afcribe to the grace of God, and be thank-
ful for it.

Have you confidered the men that bear
thefe chara&ers as you fhould ? When you
behold them, do you find an affe&ion for
them, and does it create in you an efteem
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of them? Are you defirous of, and in fome
meafure helped to imitate them, in what-
foever is praife-worthy in them ? Have you
obferved the end of their converfation, and
the iflue of their holy lives, which is peace ?
Then may you hope that this alfo will be
your end; which cannot but be a defirable
one. Even Balaam defired to die the death
of the righteous, and withed his laft cnd
might be /ike bis™: Such who truly believe
m Chrift, and lock to him for righteoufnefs
and life, thall receive the end of their faith,
even the falvation of their fouls®,

= Numb. xxiil. 10.

® 1 Pet. 1. 9.
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