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BLACKMINSTER  SCHOOL 
 

THE  MEMORIES  OF  JOAN  GOULD  (NEE  SALTER) 
 
Joan Salter was born at Badsey in 1927, the eldest of five children of Edgar and 
Violet Salter.  Joan attended Badsey Council School from 1933 to 1939.  At the age of 
11, she was amongst the first cohort of pupils to join the newly-opened Blackminster 
School in September 1939. 
 
It seemed to Joan that they had not finished building the school.  But it was an 
absolutely wonderful experience after having spent six years at a much smaller 
Victorian village school.  It seemed so big and spacious with so many children.  Some 
of the teachers were familiar as Mr Page and Mr McKanan Jones had taught at 
Badsey, and also a woodwork teacher.  There were a number of men teachers on the 
staff at the beginning but, as time went on, they were all called up.  Mr Wilkes, who 
took Maths, went into the Navy.  The female teachers were all quite young as they 
had just come out of college. 
 
There were a number of rules.  There was no running in the corridors.  But, in many 
ways, the rules were not so strict as at Badsey; they had all been terrified of Mr Amos, 
the Headmaster of Badsey.  Mr George, the first Headmaster of Blackminster, was 
very easy-going; he left in 1941.  Perhaps unusually for those days, there was no 
corporal punishment, so no more hitting on the knuckles with a ruler, but there was a 
lot of writing of lines as punishment. 
 
In the early days, they had regular air drill.  A certain bell went off, whereupon they 

plantation and sat there with their gas-masks on.  They also went up into the roof of 
the school in case there were incendiary bombs and were shown how to put out fires 

these drills had ceased. 
 
There was a lot more going on at Blackminster.  Each class had to move to another 
room, so it was different to Badsey.  It always seemed to be warm and nice at 
Blackminster.  There were very large playing-fields.  The girls did netball as well as 
PE and country dancing.  They also went to the open-air swimming baths in Evesham.  
There was a gymnasium with ropes and bars; the girls all had to wear black gym 
knickers (gym clothes were provided).  The senior girls used to spend a whole day in 
the Domestic Science room where there was a flat at the end.  Each week, two 
different girls spent their time there tidying up and cooking a meal.  Another 
impressive feature of Blackminster School in the early days was its shows. 
 

; a fellow Badsey girl, Joan Collett, was a class-mate.  
When Joan moved up to Class 2A, their classroom was behind the curtain on the 
stage.  Mrs George was their teacher (the wife of Mr George, the Headmaster).  Joan 
missed Class 3A as she jumped into 4A, otherwise she would never have got into the 
top class.  The teacher was Mrs Marshall.  They studied The Merchant of Venice.  At 
the end of August 1941, they went to Stratford to see it being performed; it was the 



last production of the war.  This was the first theatre which Joan had been to and it 
was wonderful.  The cost of the coach and seat was half a crown.  This school visit 
instilled a love of Shakespeare and the theatre in Joan and she has been hundreds of 
times since then. 
 
For pupils who lived more than three miles away, there was a bike allowance.  As 
Joan lived at the far end of Badsey Fields Lane, she was entitled to the allowance, but 
she often used to walk as it was more fun.  On days when she did cycle, if it was cold 
and wet, she remembers not being able to hold a pen for about an hour. 
 
There was no uniform as such, but the rule was that no shoes were allowed inside; the 

wear a red beret to school.  All the boys used to pull it off and throw it in the trees. 
 
When the pupils first started at Blackminster, they had to take sandwiches for their 
midday meal if they lived too far away to go home but, very soon, a cooked meal was 
provided.  At lunch-times, pupils were allowed outside the school premises.  A 
favourite pastime was to walk along to an unmanned level crossing and lean on a gate 
and watch the trains.  No one had a watch, but they always seemed to get back on 
time. 
 
At the outbreak of war, a wave of evacuees had come to the Vale of Evesham.  The 
older evacuees could not initially be accommodated at Blackminster and were taught 

home at Christmas-time and did not return.  There were so few left by early 1940 that 
Blackminster was then able to accommodate them.  
 

The three of them had to spend a month at a hospital on Kings Road, Evesham, and 
her home at Badsey Fields had to be fumigated. 
 
Until the Education Act of 1944 raised the school-leaving age to 15, pupils left school 

rd December, 
she left at Christmas-time 1941. 
 
Joan married David Gould in 1948 and had two sons, Richard and Roger.  Joan and 
David now live in Blakeney in the Forest of Dean. 



BLACKMINSTER  SCHOOL 
 

50-YEAR  REUNION  -  1989 
 
In 1989, a reunion of former pupils of Blackminster was held to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the school.  Joan Gould attended, along with a number of her 
friends. 
 

  
Blackminster Reunion 1989 - Alec Edwards, Audrey 

Sandalls, Denis & Betty Jackson 
 

Blackminster Reunion 1989 - Avis Bell, Joan Gould, Mary 
Dore (did not herself go to Blackminster) 

 

  
Blackminster Reunion 1989 - Bob Harrison, Barbara 

Ingles, Ruby Stallard 
Blackminster Reunion 1989 - Rully Stallard, Dorothy 

Morton, one of the Bailey twins, Marcus Tidmarsh, Jimmy 
Dore 
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