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.y Monks at the Abbey—were they
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Ty ambidins oL markel pardening
p |y eadinn will mroluhls. never be
seitlial. bl twa shisnies schoels ol
apinil - hove  been 0 evidence
avad the  fase 1300 yeard.  One
scheol waould ke 1o give the muin
credit 1o the manks of Eseshom
Abbey. Tyndal, whose *“History
and Anciguitles of the Abbey and
Horough of Evesham” was pub-
f=kied i 1794, dispuies this theory
and suggests theat e Pt hack i
iarther than Frineds Bernandl o
thie nud=17th oy,
Alay  “Descriptive History of
The Towin of Evesbham,” 18450
"ﬂu‘lnmlcd&ﬁ. Berisgrdi's conjribo-
tion, but disagoees with  Tyadal
b oand eadeivours (o csupport  his
l cladms for an ewler origin by
Stk the poval grant given o Sir
Philip Huoby following the dusolu-
it ol rho monasery in 15480 By
Letters Pdisnt bn 1542 the cedal
grant comveyed to Sir Tdlip: ke
lste md sice of (he Late dis-
solvedl - moancilers vinen il
oechardd, myndens, band Jmd st
Lo amd Beimg s well within Ja
withowy . the sk lule monat-
perv.” Thus gardens did evst af the

mansstry 18, of coumsd. indispuis
able, Vipsvards, ton, wene o noo
il festare of sich exiblishmEns
It this dows met mply gardening
o the wense of marker gandenias
such s Teis srowe P duting L
Laai fhme SEnilries.

O the wsbiect o vineyaids. 4
few Turther netes neiy oot be 2
of plws Abbhai Walter wads ap-

polated 1o Esedlum by Wiljam
e Caagoesor in (067, and 1 18
recarded that he plamted 3 vine
ward  whish, from Infarmation
gvalable,  mmet . have Dbesn At
Hamptsn, om the slope. belaw
Clirke's  Hill,  everlooking  the
rises.

Tie Dheyesday Book.. poopsired
durng the perkad  1084—BE, e
copds - hat of the B sprvidits of
the Abbes. three only served in
the gardens. and fise in the wikie-
vard. Thesz  momberi | compdne

with seven im the bakehouse, foor !

i the brewbouss and five i the
kitchen. It i med clear g 1o
whether erops ather than grapes
were growq [a the vinejard al
| theugn, from what b known she-
where, L. is unlikely, Nor & it

kmown whethes the gardeners wefe [

engaged  prmarily i presceving
the amenites of the plce or 12
whar excene 1hcy were smployed
i growing  weful Erops. The
nember in the bakebouse L pos-
wbly exglained by the Eor thar
ordipary ctisens wers not ollowed
in hale their on bread, bt nust
obbain their supplics from the al-
manry, Howevey. 1 ks obvious chat
wardening ar the Abbay at that
pme wedld mop have heen oon a
very large scale,

Poiliaps we cn gel o bBelter dded
of the sar of crops grown in the
Abbey gardens prior 1o the dis-
wohistion by examlining the position
of horficulture = BHeltain g 2
whole; 1 we do this. cerfain yery
sigmificnnd facty emergs

Im the firt plase, although most

of the commeomer  fruis  were

widely grown. thers ki Hoile evi-

dsnice of veperables as we know
Lhern being growm [0 ony  gEmeal
witent helote the reign of Henry
VIl Lowdon, wsodlly o reliable
autharity, writing m 1824, siates
that hefore the 16th cemlury somic
of the commonest vegelables, such
an eabbages, wewe impartid from
the Metherlonds

Ny R, W, SIDWELL,

oriplaal urticles ln which Mr, Sldwell will truce
phuslses at the vutsed thot he will

Eyesham borilculiure. He em

.13, This i the first In o new series af

the history of

be glod to hear from renders who have new Tocld or comments
o contribte.

David Hume. in the mld-lﬂl!t
centory. sys that it wss ol anet
the  refgn :Ful.' Henry WEIL that
wilids, turnipd. carrots and other
cifible maots were  produced A
England, The few wepelables waed
werz fmporied from Holland and
Flmnders, Fuller, im 1660, slates
thas =gardening for profit was first
Ihrought 10 Englind about 10 venrs
Iagﬂ‘ hefars  which we fetched
Imast of odr cherries from Hol-
fanal and our apples from Fronee,
Pexa from Hollind |, . wene daii-
ties T Dadbed, They came s I
and eosp 50 dear.”” He states that
rarduning from Halkand erepl ouz
of Sandwich in Kene and thence
to Sorre, from which plase he
Wi wrliEng.

Hemre W' palace of None-
such ot Cheami in Sursey da o=
patied o b the firsk place
Tridain where chorries neie coliis
vateil, although W seems 4 sure
prisingly shott vme for this crap
te fuve been in cultivalion

Prior o thili goean movement
which follawed the Reformaton.
[t is Fairly certnin thi the ws=fol
plants mostly prown dn gardens
were ebther meedicingl hesbs, aro-
matiz herhs o pot herbs. The
Latser dncinded ulf plant material
wsed in cooking, so that we find
porshey and  colewprs  both ine
cluded in this group. Theee @5,
however, wery Lille evidence (har
Gyapahles™ as we knpow  them
roday farmied meore thin a small
progartien of the “por herka
STCNT

The main tee of the botanis
yoxs [0 discover ang kbentify plnis
which misht hove economizs uss.
waally medicinal, The  asomats
herbs were wsed fe hide objection-
abls edeses emitid by {he persod
pnd the home ander the insanitany
eonditions of the lime. The pot
herbs were chislly for disguiting
the Mavaur of wad meat rother
thetn as artieles of dlst [ their
own right. Salnds were mrely
e,

To retuen te May and Sir Philip
Floby, we are probably justifed
in wiying that the ttkimg over of
the monasiety sile by Hoby oo
incided with® the awakening of
interest fn salzd ord other wepet-
ables, The staze {5 now set for the
emiry of Francks Bemardi o oin-
jury lafer. The words eeually used
ape thap he “smused himsell with
gudening” His son, Jehn i [
nardi, whi wus born in Eveslam
fn 1657, has recopded that s
father spent about £30,000 an the
indulgeree of his  hortiewlmral
tasted, partly at  Wiedser aed
uitbmately af Bvechane, Tt 13 nod
ghear whether Berrardi really teied
i make money cal of hit gorden-
ag. 10 he il then Bis exsmpls
in thiv carly edperimest oould
hardly have been called 0 success

From the ond of the 17th cen-
fury we huove better récards than
over the earlier period, The 1Hzh
century saw rapid strides in all
pspeats of life, not the least in

gardening.  The  conuneni ol|!
Euraps was sl ghe main s
of insplrution, bay {4l itsresting
g omede  that the middsrn t:.'lu!lE-'
fower uwals very ousch 4 prodoce
ol LAt ceniury England, and thag
we pctaally exporied thess ta Hol-
fapd zid the Low Countriey from
areds around London.

I 17%, Tyodal could say thut
pardening was the sole manafae- ||
ture of Evesham, “These gordens
now oorupy the whole of the

Abbey alte, wid Torm o circle of |

comiderable  dimensbne glinas
arouml  the whoie  owni  bul
cliisfiy on ke mcliving bunks Lo
the soutl and west of 1t . . . Ten
thausand poonds are, at the lowest
valuation, - andwakly  fummed by
these gnrdeneni, who supgly all
the neighbouring towns, but-espect-
ally Birmingham,”

The populiion of the Bveslaim
parishes are glven af this Gme o
All Saint 1052, Si. Lawrence 796
il Bengeworth 580,

Lowdon  (1824)  menlions  the
ferike Vale of Ewesham and staies
thae the white onion is extersively
growe, and asparages nnd cocums.
bers for the Birmingham morket.
The same wriler alse refers t0
crah wncks and evirranis for their
fruit heing produced at Pershore
It appesrs that crab pips were glo
sold 1o London seedsmen by the
Pershoee growers for mising root-
stocks. From another seference in
Loudon one gathers that the curs
raits grown aroucod Pershors were
sold For the making of British
wines, This would warrant a toll
imyestigation.

the original Evesham growers?

‘The Bengeworth land  wos
wierslly om the southern wlde of
Beogowarth in the peighbourhood
of Church Sirect and Cooper's
Lare but i1 nlso incluted o falely
Lirge block bounded by Broadwsy
Road, Elm Rood aad
Lane. There wns ms yel litile
development on the Leya, which
were prosebly stll mainly under

Erass.

Mo gardeacrs are lsi=d o the
villeges mround Evesham in the
iH41 Bentley bug Pembore i
mendioned as being important in
Frult  ong Hwhh Ervwing,
Muveribeless the number of gar-
deners listed 15 only six out of 1
total af 200 entres, On the ocher
hand ft b obwviows thol much of
the eardy frubt planted ot Pershors
was on e farms, and the mnin
fniit  growess wonld not be in-
cloded in the list of gardeners.
Fershore “purdeners”™ were, in
fagi, In & very small way of tusi-
ricsd, nmwany doing I oas o part-
fime job, for wo find “gardenes

|t serdiman, “haker, pardencs
and mabister," “gardener and beer-
seller™  upd even “iailor god
wirdense™ among the early entries.

R. W, SIDWELL, 190
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Sir,—nir, Sidwell Das el a by |
el prowipally - en mlL-ufduml
|ocondiry. authoritivs [or s com-l
lipeatz on markel gandenin i the
%Eu.‘hlmm wred in .

e Mhlidle Ages
Wl how. o donhd 35 0 IRALLEY ol
Soumon kemes, afrived op the cons
clusiop thal loéal markel gardemng
i4 pm-mud'r.'u!. Adthough o

il wark o ghi miceliewal Ligno-
iic hiwary af the pogion Nhas Irt-I.IE
primged. tliere i soffiaunt souree O
il to eiablie s fe e L fulsty
definlte ansmur in s auestion i
by Wi, Sidwell. Wanoria aEgounls
froan Lhe Fyeshom Abhey eutales do
ot weem Lo hdve ayrvivedl, il
thete B o iodication 10 e
Eypcham Ahbey ehripliries af the

Ome preumnes that the “white
orden” 5 a salod onion of White
Lishon type, buz it could be &
silver skinned pickling oniod.

Bentlay™s Directory for Woroes
ez for 1841 stated that nearly?
500 neres were undber garden caiti-|
vation in Al Saints, S, Lowrence
amd Benpeworth parkshes ar rends
in soee coses of 10 per acre, In
the same divectory, including a
supplementary list, we fagd that of
aboist 566 otal entries only 3§ are
gardeners.  The teim  “morket
gardener’” dars not apgpar 1o haval
come fnwo use until 1 Hitle later.
Comparesd with the number
gnrdeners, ifere wore 35 inverns
and public howses, 18 beerscier.]
six wing and sport merchants and
19 hutchors,

The average of I3 acres per,

rdaner  pgemns mather  high asl
there b ne evidence us yet of any
Lirge growers who wiould ralie the
avernge on the whole. Thirteen
scres with the medhads of the day
would probably employ thrce o
four poople.

A few yoan kijer, in D845, May)
was able 10 say thar the area ouli-
vajed within the borough, pre-
gumably for marker garden pur-
poscs, wns a liitle aver 594 geres,
Of these, 499 gored wera in AL
Saints and Sz Lowrence patishes
and 135 in Benpeworth, As far as
All Saints and 5t Lowrerce are
comgamed this probably represon-
ted all of the fopgrade land in
these uirisbes,

It B interestng te oo thil in|
1942 the area under markes
gardening and fruil in tiese (wo
parkhes wa arcund 400 scres and
this included o gertain nmognt of
besvy knd, Receny Building en-
croochmenis will have reduoced [t
il Turther, 1

ol| of wheat. barky

i
| o

H d d LUV
Frcalam Abbey clhean'cle &
bt e orml Lype o aca :lhrrr':!
Vi eleiraeterisng ol wnank Midlan
willa wae corried @,
Furthermars, peoamiy Tt smf-
yived From odher - AOH 1““11?
e efival egates These include the
simes of 1he Dishen of _'Wm::spur.
Warcester Culhedral Priory.  cer
shore Albey and ihe Earis of Ware
wick. Thor arg Al in maAntsript
in varkmm archive repasinaries, buk
eufficient work Ty et done on
them 1es-confirm sl e st -
wamesd type of amble farmine in
the Wale was aimed at 1he pladue
L ol Ale iEaelilional ceteal erops
anal ulul.t. :mhldu”r:
sine propartion in the
h|1.11r‘-:-|:':.ltjl.h Pl:thl.l.ln'r:: of peas Ak
e, Urban  tall  Tsls and
geenurts of part paymetil of woges
in fond (to building workers ni
g!l'n'.'forﬂﬁﬂ-.ﬂﬂnn. for  exzmpled
¢ that the only E.ud-m WERE-
wubles of fmportance (apars  fram
herhey wera onone, garlic and I:ﬂrﬂ.}
1 dodkt il nofuisiIEn oy
Execham Abbey  lnnds H
affecieal the :Hmncéan:nmt o L]
hice 18, 2% m o siimukato
hortleelre were Dot

Wit Midlands in the
e nor for o conelder-

speciafsod
paenl in
Riiadie Agss.

im0 .
o 1 aho vepture o correct GRe

& dwwell's stitemenla T Accar

e dny Book, (1086,
there were ol Bvesham 27 form
geeyanty of e Abbev. The figure
me ol G5 servuni comss Do
the

ding 1@

Ew.-hammhhlwr f'é:ll:gllﬂ' in
Brtish  Museum t
Q’V:Inu.iiﬂlt B, el dlvd EE
date 1o wihich this entey refers has
mol heen sstnlblished, bag i & not
corHer thom obowt fil!ﬂ. and M
be conslderably Iater fn o ghe 12

century.
oo WG yncron,

Fladbury, {0
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T annnn lesd mrticll ain ALIEIFQE Wals
il pe sl oty ol e
o ol Eyesjuimmasket
oy g to ik Ee (52 LLT
th‘lllln. i Tmilier wurE
Wy aisle ol e wilsjund 00 |:I|I.I Iql:
o well [y cuvgr csame. @
okl ahl '"'h-m!'."'ll;,"‘.-g
ﬁ-ﬂur.'-. i kb ak 5I':IH: it :
ap G BEAL D Ltk 19 .,uuu{Il..l
LT willi tle selsdfisdt nl s
(BT ] )
T basiz
b bowar LLis
i wlah depeosit

goilapy ol Tl Vale

I'luis s primianly
it i Josier wATiA
exteni af [la

ciifmlal Lo =2 :
Poddod Bnigatabe  OUIcraps ;.:F
iy ame g e losmsl aleng ine

{rom Sounli Ll

ridge Tunnind il ks

PR L';.;--cl [':h'-l
toite Mimelor Lape
"“‘.':.’.,.!,!. weal of these Lower LI::-.
e anieraps lie - Lie sl
reas ol Rel Keuger wlarl thut
copee iihin the Wale. One of
Flass gints £188 b LBe el notls
Wiy L e nluini, H!cml.-:
pachind il Fashi sl Aveliar, i
wileas  norchw,nde L

Eimica

srcinilly
::--'H.n.-. meieh '|.|.|$'|l['|,|,|!.|__111,
Wdiad . aral TrEnninEtai Ihe

et Kedper atea, 10 fhe weat
:':i Flaselis Hall, may be Ataced
noaritards gl Craseomibe
Hill ilong ihe west ol the
[ ]

The bLias  fonmihand are
woy g sty mare wecent tea the
Kenpet . aml thusdlare lie above
them D e soutle Al westzm
sde of sir res we fimd deposils
Belomging  bo the  Aliddie L
Thess comist of beownish clay
Pauins, and may Be sedn around
the lower reazhics ol Bredon ”'!.I"
Prambderon, Hill and  the mijia
Coawnld Ronage. Ao his les,
spocemsiietyy the Upper Ll Clay

smi the  Imtenar  Oinlite.  The
wharaciriaie Teature af the lattyr
H e well  koowns  Cosswold
B lan,

SOLID

e above formutions constitule
what ore kacown as solid forma-
tong. That & o sy, they ar
the  undiswebed  miaerial os
eoimirakly  |alil down The fer-
e ol e Yok wonld 11?\7 far
blu, i preseont level i e wess
o fely selely on soch depont
Mach of the aron b5 covered b
what e ;:n:nlugﬂ.! calke: drift
doppsits; Tt B8 1o these hal the
Valg owes much of its fertibiny.

Dl depodits of two mraln
waics are 19 be [ound here. O
il rhesy types foundd (o che south
wf ghe Male coomsts of- frngments
brimighi dodwn, from what we now
il the Cotwelds, by glacial
action.  They are o he hl:l'ld [
thee wiflopes nf Bromdway, Childs:
wigkian,  Hodsey,  Bretforom,
Al Sedgeberow,  Avhian:
wnder-Hil, and Heckfnrd. od well
Wa covemiog &A Grkd  On Lhe
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THE SOILS OF THE VALE-SOME
IMPORTANT PHYSICAL FACTORS

By R. W. SIDWELL, N.D.H.

v lieileant Bl i:'w-ahu:n. S

wlailing det ol phe Mlapin's
taray  lomd, e gravel ol
bl LTdgimests ound in these

depaniis wre magh and  angular
ami laive nob besn (rampaied Tae
vely great disanees,

In contrast fo this the speomd
tepe of dnft shows evidenee of
miich wear and pear.  Thin is that
whizh forma the Hel pehbly arcas
along the Rsver Avon and [reludes
the abbey Oordens  tiemielven.
This ponirly Sundy hesen glves rise
lo sonmie ol e enrliesi miriet
pitden sls in the Wole and they
dare mirienlurle well developed )
Hurvington,  Offenhana, Fladbury
and  Pershore.  These materials
heave o bang Witory amd  love
iravelied preat distorees, but their
Ll move wid by river jcthan sl
they  are spoken of as elver
[ETRACES.

Soil suryey workers give loca)
saib names d0 am ptlewpl o
clisssly fhem.  Soily are divided
aile werics based on the nuiure of
the  paceil  materials, ond are
Turiher diviged imo soll types
The principal 4ol of the Wale
are Ehown In the tihle below,

MIMOR SERIES

ODahet  woll seris of  minoe
impairtanoe cover smoll dress in
Tha Wales

T owill by e (hat sl dores
receive o panw froml on aren
wihere i partdenlor #il was
Hisn studied.  Thus Soah Pegher-

Series Type

ws s Lk Sesaerach bat e sl
redakns il e wlwrewr il b
feuad, We will cumsbiber some of
the maost  Iopaortinl - Gesteres of
I viriows soil sefies

Warcester Serles

The red marls arz betler known
{uiathgr noetlh in the counly. They
e ned Edy smik Lo wiork,  but
will grow rossgmably good Truit
amd  malierop  vegelzbles  wikh
oo numagEment.

Eyvushiuan Serfen

The clays and Benvy |1:Il||'!'\i- af
thes serigs bave long boen noted
for thetr spisabillly for plums amd
peparngps. Thele hligde atucal
lime codent gives them & pood
cibimsb alructure witl westhoring.
Tlay wally lave o high petash
content.

Haselar Serles

Thise are ab thoes too shullow
for wiisfacory work and the ex-
cesaively. high lie may lend (o
nuiritional (roubles in ot tress.

Cropihioriie Heath Serles

These are light pebhly  loams
rather like the Pershore serics bud
thiey are yery lime defisient and
wenrs of Yeaching has bed 1o the
depasition ut 3 depth of u oot
or two ol iron conctolions, known
as bromspun or ** mother stone.”
These concretinny often lead o
impeded  dralnope a5 well s
restriciing foot fun and the sobls
are nol very good where this
feature v sroogly  developed,
This soll series s bedl obseryed

Origin

SOILS DERIVED FROM SOLID FORMATIONS

Worcsstur  Serics.

Evestemi Series
Eweshann Clay

Hiuselor Seraes,

Kauiper Macl.

Eveasham Heavy Loam| Lower Lins Clay

Lower Lins Clay with Lime-
stome banss.

SOILS DERIVED FROM SUFERFICIAL DEPDSITS

Hipion Hill Series
Cropthorne Heath Serecs:

Pershore Serisv.  Pesshore Sand

Pei<hore Loam
Badsry Series. Hadsey Loam
Badsey Clay
Honevbourme Series

Souih Petherion Sories

Sherbourne.

Reit Boplder Cloy.  Maigly
of Keuper Marl origin
Glacigl or River Terrmce,
Bimder arigin,
Mladnky River
Bumier orfgin.

Glaginl drilt and snow shadge
ovetlying calesrsous gravel.

Terrace,

A4 Badsey bt withaout
pravel,
Fine sandy ailis From Middis
Lias,
Ciay loam with limzupne
fragoienis  from  Inferior
COnfite,

s ihe |fpeshioce Dy Uropthorie
ronsd Dspd gt i asocasiumul iy Poudeid
vhiewhere, wn Greenbildl  dor
A e,

I o dimadang b relless am i
v plumation givens by Tombsl Jur
thks rusty congiomesiom. I ol
apparcnthy  beien  ohsotied by
vitbous people oi the giouid near
the site of the Buitle of BEvssbium,
angl W had been spgpested that it
might be the eorpealed Woold ol
the warrloe kilbed five cemturies
warher!  Timbal dsbelicved  this
bk supgested that i could at keast
he the teshducs of their iy
wespons. It seemma & pity io
destroy sach romentic nations,

Pembiore Serles

Thuese are the enrly solis of the
Wale: hungry and quickly deving
aut, buol respobsiye Lo high Feed-
ing. Tho drel of ths seres
thie old Abbey Oanders 4 now
redaesd 1o well below DLy Gcres
I s g0 b oped that Torther an-
proachieiit on thin dren will be
mani steongly resbited. 1t 5 the
cradle of Evesham Hordeuliure.

Dadvey Setles

These solls alse have o plaes
i hestory, The solid Lias Cloy
ol the area wmorth-west of the
Cotawolds  seems 10 poscess
patural uaduljtions producing o
seelen of  hasind,  The  glaciil
movememt left these basins Gbled
with  grawcls and surfoced  with
yarying depths of fine Yrownish
lpamn o glay loam.,  Water was
retinaed by the clay bollam and
thiz, topether with the fertile lop
soil, created slied ldesl for eorly
smtlements.  All of the villages of |
this arex are to bo found on
Bodsey Seties solls, olthough lerge )
expames of clay ol the Evesham
Sérea separate the villages,

The remoining series are of
i=ster importance and nesd not be
considersd  hece. Wit sbout
topography!

The Wale of Evesham ls fori-
mIte in @5 possession of 2 emries
of low ridges whicl hawe proved
to give gpood aic dronags ond
consequent frovdam  froan spring
radintion [rost,  The Aven at
(Hlenham  Ferry i THi. above
wem level. Bonowle Hill and Haese-
brid Hill  afe aver 1500
Clarke's Hill, Greenhill, Lonpdon
Hill. tbhe LitthwoniCheeve Frior
ridge, ond much wof Moo
cxceeld 2001 The glest point
in the Lenches, between Cray-
:gﬂ}h and Sheriffe Lench, gxeeeds

|-

Exeoptional years with  high
wind frosta lmve somctimes given
conteadiotory rusubs, Bue over a
lacge naember of years W hxe been
found thot on elevotion of 2006,
with e surfoundieg  groand
folling uway well to dm river will
ive frecdom from frost damoge
In ot ensond, In somss vears
the 1500t murk has been the
aalely Hep

How' yrowers hove Jearnt from
hitder expzriencn and moved ol
ton the higher lund with thelr frudl,
leawing (e lower lond 1o prodocg
urige for whilch b fs beiter aniad,
will he told in futune articley,

5 R W BHWWELL, 1560
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RICHARD VARDEN, OF
SEAFORD GRANGE

In miv o sk oniicle | woenilosed
1hnt e people Hadval s gamdencrs
in the Perhiore Directary of 1840
were in g miher small way of
isiness. The Pershore (ihe mip
ul 1842 flirows o gooad deal mona
light on the sitdantion ot s 1me.
o Thiz mup mclodes the nea poije
the conire of Pemshore  bounded
by “Thres Spriegs Rood 1o the
norb-wesl npd o the Csoulh-
wiest by Defford Rowd, ol e
chsles whind s inday Salad Ans
drew’s  Rond, It nlso covers e
top side of Thiee Springs Nosd
from the edge of Tiddealey Woad
to Hollowoy. In these two nreos
there are opproxdmatgly 150 atres
of land which wias mosily under

* horticaliuml erops,

The sreas designnted a5 Yo
chards’ were under 30 acrey, but
these were gl posture  oechnrds
and i s obvioas  that  ihe
rerminalogy was that sl in e

. among Yale of Eveshom mmiives.

LY

Orchards  were  gros  orclands]
the cuoltivaied plum  plantotion
was  elther 0 “numsery™ or o
plandation, of, in the lingeage of
the tithe map, o “gorden,”

4 & almost ceértain that Elis
mreg would | carry some T,
probably Yellow Epg phems, [oc
this varlery had bewin diseovenad
ol Tiddesbey Wood about 1833,
We are probably safe in ddsoi-
Ing dhat frufe growing omd gur-
dening. alio extended [rom Peps
shore fowardd Firvin, The corlicst
record of the Yellow Easg Plum
being growm is m Gighridge. Bug
it wms nod onoa larpe scale.

The  Evesham—Wozoestor mil-
way line was comploted in IRS2.
Ome of e enginedre in charge
was a gash mred Richard Var-
den. He appargnily then  decided
1o give g surveyinz  activifies

cand lake o Frait zrowing.

"

There 38 some  doubl 6% 1o
whegher he built Seaford Grunge,

« Proplelon, or whether he bought

it altee fb was boelle, bot in 1852
he zame Into possession af this
eitate of obowt 350 acees, The
passh register of Peopleton te-
cords thot & son, Frederick Medl-
vim, was born e Richard and
Elizabeth  Susannzah - YWarden on
September 30, 1855, Beolley's
Directory for that year records
Richard  Vnrdim, °The Grange.
Peopleton,  Farmer. The spelfing
Is probabily an ercor on the pon
of ifie compiler,

Warden bepan plastiag fruit on
the grand seale and ho must bave
bern  mitrumental  in bonging
new froft wacedss’ inde the dis-
trict, cspecinlly from the London
ares. He was o [riemd of Thomas
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Riveis, of Sawhridgewartly, Herls.,
wlo was raphlly essabilishing hime
sell s the lending frolt ourssry-
man in Mrlils,

The scale of Virden's work
arpiacd nineli ableniion el e
becume.  one e mocepled
nulhorilies an Trull dn the Counly
of Worcesier, He wus o memsber
of the Chomber of Agricaiium [or
Woreeslershine  and  becoine  a
county deleipie 1o the Conlnil
Clamber of Apriculiuee [ L=
don. In 1855 he merved ow ihe
Waorcosterslire eomaniiiee ol The
Beritish Pomaloglical Socety.

‘His pssocintion  witl  Thimas
Rivers undoobéediy  led 1o the
introduction of many um vare-
lies  Indo = Worcesteeshire, The
plumy  Sandalt’s, . dscovered  in
[800 by n Mr. Sandoll, of Fuls
hany, beenme vory wedely  plonted
aroond Fullhom and Chiswick in
{he mighdle of (he lost cemiury.
Thonwas Rivers  recorded finding
g trees  of  Sondalls dn
“Richard Vaorden's Cruil gurden
wl Peesbione™ in 1B6H. Larpe fices
ol (bl varety were sUll 1o be
fodiac Lotk o Tew YOS B,
Tl varkety was always grown on
s own roois- s thol seckers
came Lre Lo e

Another plum which must bhave
Boen planted by Vorden ap Ses-
fard & tha plum known a5 “Coe's
Late Red” in the Vale of Eses-
ham. This s quile distingt From
lhe Lrue Coe's Red which is
spll Foumd ooccasionally  In ke
Easlem Ciouiniies.  The Evesham
plume B renily the Ameérican
viriely Lombard. It would be in-
teresting 1o know. when ond how
i sequired the mome Cop's Late
Red. The old stumps ef these
trees exmted umdill o Dmw o yeiry
opo, ond they sre the earliest
recard | have of Lhis waeleiy,
which appenrs to have bees in-
irodused e Britvin o little be-
fore LESD,

Ciiber plumes of interest that. L
Towed 4t Seaford o fow yeaws omo
were Goliath, Yo Moos Hed,
Hivers” Early Foavourle, Auturm
Conpate and Bivers' Blue Pro-
liligy Seaford- Grange wos, [0 [net,
o plum muscam ond  iacladed
every wvarloly of posaible  come
mercial importance.

differ soméwhn: as o
the exoct scple of Vorden's Cruic
growing. baelthe £ ing articls
in “The Garden,” af Junuary,
1872, =nd dated Decomber 5,
I8T71, B ol intesest

“A Worcealer Fruft Farm'
“Me Varden bhos worked out

Ui Bdei of & frult forme on o
vist sealo newr Perslione.,  [is
esaie 5 23 acres. Of (la,
w180 oores mre plosted wid
Fruli trece, These include 60,000
oosaberry  Dushes, 00,000 cug-
raml drees aid sbout @000 plyy
irees, le suy nolhing of pear,
appie undl olher irees. The eds
temt ol lie Taem gmay be
Imgined when wo-mention thni
for weeks during the fruil sason

Mr. Varden has synd off fowr or
five 1oms of Trlk a doy, One lob
of curtumie 1o one  casomer
weighed sevem fons'”

The currants would, of coufde,
heJ ingslly, i nod all, red.

0 Eiving evidence before (ha
Cemml  Chamber of Agriculiure
e 1872, Varden siaied that shere
qu nln;ﬂ 1B00-1, 700 ugres of
rull afg London gnd bejwesd
LS00 gand Z,I00 around B
with <00-300 moar Pershore. He
then pfﬁhhilimm aprengs o 13
neres Wit acres wnderplamg
wilh salt [rait,

Bichard Varden disd [n 1873,
aped 62 vonre. He woe buried of
Feoplston on Moy 9. Twemy
yeam is 0 shosl coreer fos o fruoit
grower, you In bt time Voarden |
played o lremendows © pore in
thowing the way 0 those (hat
wre §o follow,

The later history of Seaford Ts

ot without lidersit.  Benjamin
Bemlood &5 stated by Cinul (Hig=
tary 'of Worces - Agricul-

ture} to have bought the proper
in ]ﬂﬂ.mnﬁlh lﬁd have buL:Ir
OBE i greal man's lisk -
chises, Tor he died in 1830 e

The _remnants of Vorden's
Yt mossum™  hove  provided
thee present eccupder, Mr O, B
Blogham, with plenty of market-
ing  headsches during - the - las
fairrfeen years  but, shemp Gy
sump,  the  old pes hove
vanishel o be replaced by vanie-
tiss more gcoepinble to e pre-
s=nit markets,

L

L have not been abis 1o trace
any of Varden's descendants, amd
It 13 mol known what happencd
1o his som. A few years age, two
lodies.  chiming decenl  from
Richard Varden vitited Mr. and
My, Bloxham, They were ap-
parently  on a4 pllgdmags  Trom
South Africs, but -ihey lelt po
ndifrms. 1 would appredinze any
infermaiion lwowever skght.

(L by Endehied o the Rev. H,
M. Stope, vieur of Peopleion,
for help in matters coaceming
parlsh records, and do Mr, and
Mz, C.F. Blaxlem (or tolemiing n
number ol vishs wod  Engurieg
over the last fem years)

i B. W SIDWELL, 108,




‘A HISTORY O EVESHAM HORTIC

Mid-19th century develo
and experiments at Evesham

ok mide 1V cenlury wis: a WO
Jave smid Twfore. o erfuinl and
. [psrant period in (e develops
webe ol Dvestiwn  horticliace.
The eailnans bl come und
brought with Tiem il poasioilily
of guick transpert ol perishiabile
peosduce (0 dibi itk els, Jaings
Myun ceme i Cffmban o 1852
famd  Began  lnrpescale ket
irdening on laml whivh had pae-
viowsly e under  Tamin EfOpE
w Myl was  Therelore ooiHEme
porary wilh Behard Varden, o
Beaford Crangs, dealt with in mir
losi -aricle. amd Be exeried sl
fluenoe &b kast od preal s Uk
of Yarden. i
we will pob pursue Myaits
work  further i - this -'Itllﬂ_||'.l-l.ll
wdll pam onr aiention e Eves
harm gt sl examibog the poal-
v there ot this time.

LUNSYMPATHETIC

when May publisbed the 1245
siliion @f his “History of Eves-
ham® e dhd nog fhink QLo neges-
gary 1o madify his description of
oy industry  ooniained in the
atheton of [8M. He wriles:

aandenlng b oo oo o U sliple
emplinanens of . the  Lbouring
chiw,”  Andd  coaminuess T Ene
earty pesusd ol Bie ot which their
Lihopr psoadly ek, appeam i
geprosa ther prowth e e
nesyht or under il abid although
the Iriuee i in seneral sivongly
compoet ol nannood, el ey
wriy begiis 1o Ll awny and ane
oligh Jame or devrepud, when K
ratnnlly worked, they  woald
have  siidl  conuboed  dn their
prome Tlhelr wages average loa
stvjifings weckly.”

Muy was an DEvesham baok-

. sefler amil peinter, natb yery iueh

in sympathy with aesrker garden-
ing, and Qe coo deteon that
shplil stezn of snobbery, mol ane
known todar. He was, awverthe-
b, sullizieniky close o Lbe job
for be able 16 s the stalus o
the martket pardepess of his (ime
wib far seeuraes.  The wages
stated winld be ratker Jes dhan
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those paddl 10 Ipbgrorers it Ae0sl
oecupations,  Too May, markct
pardeners  wers, i [nel, people
af e lower ordets and likely 1o
FEMAIN B,

ghir o e mwmt Influenial
figures gt Eveslany wl this e
wias Charies  Randell.  Ruondell
wis bors on Decembes 1), 1810,

Bo lar 1 have e heen oble to:

trace anvthing ek about his early
histary, excesy  thol he lived ot
Prospect - Hows:,  Low  more
wkally . known. as “The  Elm,”
groumd 1840, By 1845, wlen he
wi g subseribes o Mov's History
of Evssham, wa nd bis subdres
piven a3 Lenchwick. He lalet
muved o Chadinry where e e
wanee sigenl far the Duoe d Alumale
o e Woodnorion  estileg,  andd
also Taopmsed on b own as @
tennnd o Lhe estate. He was i
e of sste Mo, for we Ned
ihat I ol sunk somewhene mear
L1000 copisgl o s SE-odd
pores ol - rented  kaml By abowt
15 His tarm inchsded. aboat
WU aerds of urable. Gaul deals
At sonee lwagh owith  Rasdeli's
wiwh i biv Hidosy ol Wit
fershire Apricnlure. g ibere s
w0 paini | In Tepeating b ob-
servacions here, T i sufboent o
Ay thud Phife afe 2 Few slight diss
crepancies  betwoen  Guul's sules
weigs ands some olher informes
thon which s esce o sl
witleh. | hope o resodve b e
meur Hulike.

HIGHLY FARMED

Rapmdell’s Ferm was  “wonder-
fully  well manggest ond  sery
highly farmed with sids of every
desciiption . . . an immense theat
amd large iphal always werking
i 40" The guositon B from 2
notebook of C. 4. Smith who,
anriing as o pupdt nder Randell
i IWEd, sucoesded Bim ad pgent

It is hioped that the foregoing

noles I'I:.Hlﬂ

the champes &n tke pastern of [
markst  gasdening  of
thin  perboil.

Eresthaim

given somi  dea ud'r

I my mext 1lwo

articles 1 prast Luen 1o the smaller
proweds and ses how they wepe
adapting  themselves Lo, ond
periiing from e new deas oed
opportunites. We will sie low
Joseply  Masiers.  perhops  the
yreatest champion (e Byeshom
prowens weer hod. nat oaly won
tegl tecognilion of the Eseshaom
Custom, but crowned it all by
beirg electad Mayor of Evesham
for (hree years i sudeession in

L

148RS0, the fime market gur-
doner 1o odd this offies, Mokt
sl den had nitaimed respecia- |
bility litile mare than Farly yemrs
ofter Moy  hud hin
ruther  slighiing worda.  Wealth
lny juss whead,

I wiah to lhank Commender
H. Dm.l'.-c ~Semith, 'DIBIE“ EIN-I
for  per on io e exloacla
from hh gmndfather’s disey ond
note-booka, and wlso. Mr. Jobn

Hales for abiowing me (0 dmw |

on his tich [ued of memorles
& R W, SIDWELL, 195
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gy Handehls desth In 188, and
wen silso =jpant Tor several lurgs
Comwold espkes  ©- H. Sniith
jilmsell ix worlhy of beeatmant in
thig weibes. bt thot must be for
n;ﬂmn tse.  Foo the moment
wir arg gritelul 1o him for some

vahushls  Information . about
Charles Randell nnd e Chad-
hury Farm.

Farming becams  unprofijable
arowsd 1875 mad i B cler ol
Wondell, oilgingly o  struoight
furmeer mid nn imporisst fgure iy
ihe sheep worhl, took Lo veges
fnble growing us o new soaires of
incame,  He was probably ine
fMuznced fo some. exient by Myaee

i ihis,

Mr. Johin Haines, who wat |5
yexrs obd when Kundell died, e
members hiow gaite well, and se-
calls thul Randell was tho [t
maa he knew 10 prow  drilled
cabbage. Arodnd |85 lwe had 30
neres of this erop wt Twylord on
the [efi-hand shde of the wmin
roud Tramy Greenhill Lo Lhe Lanch-
wick turn. Farly pess 1o, were
an imporient crop on (his farm.

THE DEALER

Tha period saw the nse of n
new gless ol troder in Evesham,
that af the decler or grower-mes-
chani. Mo douht dealers ol soits
hod ex=sied from the enrly days
bt the rollways presented great
opparunitky for 1he sxpansion
of tisiinesses of this kiod, Peos
were o partdeslarly sultable crop
For dealegs o buy “on the pleee,
and this become o comande price
tige. Mr., Hnpines memémbers his
[ather, Alred Holoes, of e
Cootge and Diagon, Bewdley
Srreel, Gea. Cole, of the Vaux-
Ball [on, Merdow Cireedt, oo
Fred Watkips, of Hish Sires,
jining foeces {0 buy 100 geres of

pens ab Fladbary  on oma
eosnsion
C. H. Smath  gives Rondell's

rosatiens ol Chodbury as lollows

First-year;, cabboge [oflowed by
culifiowery; fecond, exrly peus
followed by turmips;  third,
mangels; fourth, barley; fifth,
seedsy sinth, whest.

Tius would obvioasly apply to
tke lighter land oaly., The warnips
could have heem n dual ]
&rop, either fed off o7 FE
wegetahle. Actunlly he sppenr Lo
have clomped the orop @ o ruk]
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and acld It il the price wes good
enough, Om fanuery 23, IEEH, he
vanld toreips ip Fred Walklos ot
35g. par ton veredl jo Bresbiom
cututfon.'! This wos rded 85 0
good price for what wus, ofter
all, eily u iote summer colch
crop,

The manasiol progrunme (ol
Inweel for b cabbage srop wes
probably copizd from the Eves-
ham iparke gordensrs. Bows g1

plosghed [ i
| ton soot linrsowed inio sorfnce
an planting tirme.
4 ton Pesivinn or fsh pumno in
two ppplicotions in Manah.
14 cwi. nitrate of soda in three
spplicutions (I possible) o in-
tervois of o week of aplo'%‘ﬁpﬂl
e & ewi. per applicil
Tha crop was mimlly harveled
fuily lmnried
lowing cabbepe would thersfore
be lnte el 6F BULUTNE CTORPS.
e pro told that la 1R8] Randsl]
manured 16 aeres of aulifowers
afler cabboge s follows:
3 owl, kiln dust; souked in
manre. per  Dore,
2 owt, lsh guano.
I boad of burni ashes,
An excelient erop wag obbuined,
. H, Smith makes on entry in
ks dairy for  August T,
vioasly indended ns o remindes:
“13¢}i cpbboge seed sccomad week
in Aupost ond cal out like swedes
or mungel. Bet early cobhage
were prown this way |BSS/7.
"The following prices wene -
ing for Certiliaess oroond 1670/80:
Pem.viau”:mm i.:'ill 13, z:p:‘:
tan ot Liverpool plus 143
pes ton 10 Evesham.
Witrile of sodn, £15 Iz 6d. per

5.

Film dist from Flower & Soms,
50g. per 1on i Stratford.
Lesther dust {Messrs, Burling.
ham}), £4 10s. per ton.

It is perhaps some comiort 1o
pafe that the nitrnie of sodo was
st about the same price on A
umit hasis 25 preveni-day niwe-

PIECE WORK

Bome of the picceswork Tobes
of this period moy be of inerest
1o readers, Rates for picking:
Pershore plums, 1d. per pot.
Coossberries, 6l per pat.
Peas, 6l (o Td per pot.
Digging potntocs, I b 64, per
pol of 80 Ik )

Cultivations: .

158, 10 158, per meroy
nu.?np}lnu;hhc. 1. per nene
010 |
do. larl; s, par oo,
Slngling turnim &od swedes, 55
Per BEE. X

Hacing ard mnoulding pestoss,

33, il pet clmin, .
Ipawting o , mmrksld oul
both weys, Mkl 1o Ly 3d per

wilely =poced

custodsy 18 doy. Tt b6 hoed o b

[ava that nwrking oul both wnys
n noponl pmetico ﬁ{hﬂil;




IHISTORY OF EVESHAM HORTICULTUREQ"
. JOSEPH MASTERS AND HIS FAMIL

b

L Vovbsns o vl secomd hull of i
wseleensly wenimry peveal o period
ol sl peogivs Do ihe Evs-
Homw marken  pardenbng  lisdusiry
I Hlipenl ol piognoalve peoply
were Peing attrasied 1o ibe pros
Peabinn gl 0 was  Peosmiing b=
wetde DLar Lhos Weois e ieere ow-

coipuinan Lar Libaurers.
IWimae  alps periosd e
ficwred amore  prooumeatly than
Podisepty Masiers Few men in
== Lveahanv's Destory Bove swocked
Burder [oi the wellate of others,
Josmephy  ALiefers was  serm oof
Heilless Cross, near Headiteh, in
1ain AT and he wan educatbéd
iy a0 Simified-upsm-Avon
Gramntar  Schaal  The  {umily
troied g Twyfond while Jodeph
A e sull voung and his father ap-
prontly kegs the toll-house at the
g of Gseenhull for some yeara,

MISSIONARY SON
He secms (o have beenm lifle
wer iwenly wedrs of age when be
narried a siier of John Stephens,
= 0 prominem local Weskvan, and
Teoin then vuwards threw im his
"l eterpically with thar more-
mactt i ddest som, O F.OF
. Masers. became a famous
Chingse  mhsszonary. who served
theoogh  the Bowyr qsing  aml
evertually  becamw head of ghe
| Chimese Wenleban, Misiion on the
| Paethie aoast of MNorth Amerien
& . ?

R
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Br. Mmers was i well-kiown
Chinese  scholsr i that segion
These pointe. ane mor of  great
horiiendiural inerest, bt they dp
serve o sl o Pensewock for
doecph Mustess™ woik i oghir
elels

FRUIT MIONEER

My I83%, when he wa
undes thirey, lie was 0 mackes
gardener with an adidress in Mer-
st Lireen, Fruilt was aobviobly
Interesting i vory msch amd. in
s Luer venrs it 4 as 4 froe
grower 0nd i a plonecy v néw
fruit growilsg techmigues thay he
seoim 0 hove  been  speciilly
peominese.

He planted fruit on Greenhill,
probably nround 1860 1 1570
and he o refnrded o one of (e
il men 1o realise the volue of
clevanion o piving (fou-free sitei.
In the early dass, alovost ihe
whald ol the Abbey was under
frmat liees, and fross ofien re-
doced the crops 10 2era,

The sete first planted by Joseph
Musters apguasts (0 bave been 1he
Mx-acre block  ubove  Omstalls
Ciottepes, This was o the occupas
tion of dwechee Mr EOL Ed-
wards Jor many seurs and is now
ocupizd by Mro Geoo Wins

—g—— e W

slll

Y

~

hoprotible that the oldest (rees
aull standing oa s sile were
dcrmally  plonded by Joseph
Blassirs.

Hy IHT3 b buidd jmowved ga Dur
cudl Lame, Memgeworil, e which
et d2 Dived antll ks diatl on
Jute 17, DHUS, W e ausl certuii
B o Bie redained his (ieen-
Bl Tamd, Bur we do keow. gl
lve hunal lomd B e sedphibson phiod
of i srowmd [0, Tod - hia
son, Henry Moaters, lived ut Hiw-
oy Lombge a aboant that thme and
managed e land for his futher,
His grindson, our  pressar Al
F. 1 Mosters, was bori iliere
From  wpnivis glagiogs of  ne
formailon K seciny probable hot
this Hinlen fapd was probahly
that ar present oveupled by M,
Ay B Longwerils,

Joseph Muasters always took s
PrOmincEl part ino modlets don-
cerning tee welfare of  market
anlences, amd he was 3 b
ab the depuiation 1o the Bord of
Trade -whicl Ecceufully obiained
@ reductiom of  milway freight
<harges which were regarded ax
civssive for nuekor mrden  pro-
duce. From Febronry, 1800, anii]
his death e was secesiary of the
Eveshum Froil Pests Committes
Which worked in conjanction with
Miss Ormarad, Entomelogist ta
the Royul Agricultural Society of
Englnd. In this conneciion e
wan - raponsble  for orving oot
Yarous sproy icals suedh gs
Fars Gresn for coferpillar con-
trod. He sed Inmes Myan seem 1o
have been the first oty greases
h;ndn'q; in Eveibimm, ns ey as
1864,

THE MARKET

In 1380 he was PromiBEsl in
siressing the nessf for a locol puc-
tion market, It wis a1 this tms
that - Messrs, Urwick end Hung,
of Ludlow, set dp nn suetion in
the Market Sgquare, Thizs aperatad
for thiee days each week, In the
following  wear, Harwey Huont
started  what later become the
Smithficld Market, near Evesham
Satlon. This wad o great siep fos-
ward as It hrought boyers into
Eveshum ond plso inereassd the
cfficiency of the loenl buying
mpents who could pow see o wide
ratige of produes displayed at
ong cenibre, The cffeer on growers
wik also beneficinl ns they wers
able 1o see their uwn peoduce
nloagaide that of other prowers.
Competition of this kind conld
have moihing but good resuls.:

Al Joseph Masters  was
o Tan strong convidons ol
would nod move feom a coumse
that he knew o be right, yet he
showed  remarkable  moderation,
snd proved to be a master of
concilintion when  handling diffi-
cult probiems. In no feld was thike
side n'g his chur;n‘:t:r M promis
nent thon in the regotintions over
the Eveshum Custom. This has
now pused [ndo hislory and has
becn  recorded By peveral other
writers, Ineluding Mr, ©, H.
Cardiner, I thess pages, so thae
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It is Nl Becessary lis Wi
HRARLET | preat I!." e

Hrielly i wmowmied
In Fobwunry, 1HT2, the
the HRodge Esiawe g1
weit served wilh notjes
tieir holligs & Use g be-
ol the | Souire  Rulge
wialitd 1o dores e buawld himaely
Jumeph  Muslers undeilook (o)
neguilale on behabl of jhe leEants,

whom e was osie, The Full
cenrespondeice . is  preserved m
ihe Evenbiin Public Libeary fo
those who wish o resd e whuile
sty Josegdi Bisters CIEfges. ay

a i of d delcrmEnniion,
of mexwerving lovally to his fellow
Frowern, Yol & man o penile.

manly pofizeness withal,

INCENTIVE

Froay i ime oowards he
Evesham Custom  obigimed Jegul
recoution  although, as My
Gardiner has pownted weis, §f has
ilwavs been Srowmed  aspen by
bawyeis who dslike the joes of
duil owaership,  Meveriheless gy
must be sinted thot the Evesham
Cusiom was probably e meatest
sk [uctor dn ehe ballding gy ol |
i sueeewilul market gordenisg in-
ustry w2 Eveshame What begter
incentive B Udre o4 man e
tendking o pive up his laond than
?r: knwkm:mmn be could well
& lenand-r 1o the  highest|
bidder?

It would be wrong 1o Slppose
that ghe Evesham Cusiom dijes
from Joieph Masters, The Eves-
ham Cussoen: had eximed a= an
arwTitien law from the very sarly
days, but fiz full occeptanee by
il of the principol lamdiords &
uridoubledly due io the work of
this man.

He bicame an Evesham
borough conneillor. in 1872, was
an aldernun from 867 until his
death, ‘sod mayor of Eveshamy fnf
the three vears 188390, He was
the first market pardener fo hold
this ofice, an office snbseqnently
held by his son and grondssn.

It hos not been possible to de-
terming with gccuracy the poreape
occupied by Josepl Masters a1
Ihe time of his death, bit it woald
probably e aroand 100 acres,
Thus would make him one of the
larpest matker pardensrs of the
time in the du:rlg.

1t woulkd, sl' mout;:, be wromg
1o suppuse thit 4 Were ol
moving along similar fines. How

horticuliure  doveloped with the
full foree of the Eveshnm Cosiom
operntion muest be jeft for
annthar dimss,
The writer wishe: o thank
Ald, F. J. Masters for mmking
wvnilable eertain private
concerning L gramdfather,

& R W. SIDWELL, 1561,

o
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HISTORY OF EVESHAM HORTICI,[LTURE
The effects of new idess’ofi’
the ‘real’ Evesham gardeners

IW vamrme uriiclos, 1 Bavwe tsnded
to stress ihe effecty o horllk
firg i Ihe Vol of Eveshum of
pew  eus conung i lowil ouls
aee, Frones  Barand, Richank

CWarden, Janes Byuil,  Charles
Buamdefl amid Joscph Masbeis wera
all prewpho whe exerted gieat i
Nuence us the wmle, witbough they
themselves ol o roo h:n:.
Coatrary fo popular opinian, o=
sl uillienee has ;I‘-:-\_u beeny oM
great  impuarianes, and  thin has
cantiued cight up fo the presi
pme when the inllus ol Duich
sators hox pramsEoomed auch of
the Evoe of CHTesham

Foweser, we mwt mot il
s el o ovesshadow the jae
portance of b medl men of Eves-
B themaelves, aiad b 18t s
st vhit | misst now nern

Keference o Bentley's Trda
Directary  for Evesham Tor  §H41
reveaks nunses such as Brothenion,
Clemens,  Cook, Flebl, Grove.
Konight. Lumgsion and Spiem, all
af which are o be found among
our marke! gardéners of the pri-
sent iy, These were the men
who represenled  the real core
of BEveslam:  Eaedesiong,  the
traditional  gardeers, They wers

obably a1l amall growedas, per-
haps canping from a few sceed 1o
10=15 seres each,

The coming of the roilways in
the middle of ihe oentiery and
the usgricaltuml  depéesion  of
arpund 13T 1380 both gave a
greut impetur o marker ganden-
ire. By 1860 we lnd 42 o
deners sulfickently importinl D be
melwded ;o Kelly's Directory. Six
ol these carry the mnanse of Grove,
which was  owverwhelmingly  the
moes bmportant name im Evess
hein pardening {or many yenms.
Bengewsrth clalmeld deven of e
Foatystvee gandeiers 0 1hi slayy,

DAMASCENES

The vpe ol pardeniog nh.dl
crope grown kst b siven - some
airenton. The Dnmaseene, whiml
i pecaliatly & Yuale al BEvesham |
durison  vuriely tofely seen ool |
ude  the Avon Valley Triom |
Stratford-on-Avon |0 Tewkes-
bury, fipured promimently on :hal
Abbey Gardens where it probably |
contered $0 per cent al he talal
srek 10 was the procice 1o pluie:
toumbary rows uboul 1 f1, from
the edpe ol the holding with the
ireet & 0L apart in the row. As,
the oocupier of the adjobning
Innd &l the wme the ellect was |
to produge o demie  boundary
femce. Survivals of this are will
to be Tound in ports of the dis.

—y——

BY
R. W. SIDWELL, N.D.H.

triet, eopeciully wr Hamplon, wnd
it is now possible e wilk down
the boumiury ouly by eneculing u
sodl of ke |

A crop which bas dlwoys n-
lerated o, amd e on n'hh:h

lected, s
radish,” The prctice was  pro-
bably in wogue for |50 years or
marg, W0 wise wdanl fee sow the
warmi bordess 10 the Abbey Gar-
dens anid ebsewhere with the Joag
red radish, Wool's Esely Franw,
argund  Decenher  to January,
und o cover them with siraw
when had wm]h:r threaiened,
The strow  covering  probably
weeved as some alight profection
agminat bivds, bur ned plogectlon
epongh for we find radish . obnd-
ing a cotunea occupation for 1bhe
youth of Evesham

FROM LONDOMN ?

The method was ake’ commonly
Tound in the Lontan afen in the
181 centudy. 1L s peshaps o de-
batable poini & lo whether the
Lundon  people  jearmed  [som
Evalum or  vicevemsn, Cobs
chisive evidlence 1s facking, but I
sugprs=l, without very slromg con=
vicliom,  Heat  perhaps the Lon-
doners were fist wih the proc-
fice.

This crop certoicly became ope

wurke:  gurden  crops i ‘h
turh:r of Inst semtury, amd
pfm umn mentloned by
They wern most]
md fﬂf pickling, Some of IHI:
ware probubly surled under Eang

Incidentallyy she wse of hml
lights, ip gloses, rings, elc,,

Torwirding crops is a usaful uu.d,-.r
In itself, ond it s Bng-ul
specimens of such q? e
nl present svailable will be pre-
served jn our i b
fore they ans :Im:l. l'nq'

Most of the
crops wodld alio be

TAmeS.
Ome name tow appears foc the
first time b owur 1 or Ewssham
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The Influsnee of Gearze Byrd.

Until the late 19th century the Evesham market
gardenars were small men, doing thair work with family
labour, but there was avidence by now of a nsw spirit and
for the more vigormnus and far sighted men the sky muat have
geamed the limit.

An ambltious voung xrmam gardener in Tvesham st this
time could expand in one of two vways. He oould =2ither ksep
addin:z %o his lend by takling additional pleces from his
n2ighbours under the Evesham Custom or he enuld get out of
the towm completely and toke a sizeable holding =lsewhere.
To the man of smell means the first ulternative wss the only
one available. As an example of how this system worked we
oan hardly do better than take Georze dyrd.

Gaprge Hyrd was born in 15‘5 8f poor parents. ilis
father was a tannery worksr. By 1872, when he was atlll in
his twenties, w2 find that he ls 2stmsblished as a market
gardener. Conventionel 'education' did not ocoms George Syrd's
way and he did not wasta much time goling to look for it.

At the beginning he could not afford to pay ingoing to existing
tenants for any of the better land so he tookx dirsotly from
tha Rudge Hstate a piece of clay land at the foot of Greenhill
on the right hand sids of ths Worcester Hoad. The frontage

is now built on but the remainder is still in the occupation
of his descendents, Saml. Byrd snd Sons Ltd. He later took

e emall plece on the opposite side of the Worcestsr road

by the prossnt factory of iessrs Smedley*. Hy 1890 he had
added land at Badsey Lane, Chaltsnham Road, the Abbey, and
Gweenhill, totalling over 30 meres. A little later he moved
to Twyford House et the =nd of Blayney's lane, taking
additional lane there at the (¢sme time. In 1899 hs built

A7, Greenhill in whioh house he remained until his death

on jlst Ooctober 1913,




'.‘ -

Thase are bare chronologioal fuots. What of the
man hims=1f7? 1In the first ;lace he posazassd faw of the
spcial graces. He was first and foremost a grower,with a fxx
feeling for the soll, and an understanding of crop productiony
that jlaced him shead of most men on his tims. iir John Hainas,
who marri=d fBeorge dyrd's duughter, recalls that his father-in-
law was the beat cabbage grower at “vesham and he himsalf
was plsased to follow the same methods.

George Lyrd had a shrewd idea of the value of land,
und, as he acquired wealth,he vwas ready to spend it on obtaining
the best land in the borough. Before the end of the century
he was paying a hundred pounds.andacare or more 'ingoing' for
land at the Abbey or ather favoured sites. [his policy of
paying heavily for the tenémt rights of the bsst land was
pursued by his sons Frad and Samuel, and his sons in law
HedoPhlpps and John Halnes, so that by tne time of George
Byrd's death almost tha whole of the Abbey land and mush of
the best land in Svesham was in the occupation of the familyy
and has remainsd so to this day.

Tiids, perhaps, shows tlia working of the Svesham
Custom at its best. The best man got the beat land because
they were bette¥ able to make use of it. Ulir Haines himself
recalls how in 1905 he paid LBTS ingolng for T ameres of land.
Ihis et & time when a skilled foremun would be earning about
333x3X 30/- per week. 5o the small people laft the Abbey and
markst gardsaning became blg busliness.

The standurd set by the gardeners of this period
w:n ong of superb cultivation and absolute perfeotion of
801l menagement. Hand digging s$ill sccountad for much of
the basic cultivetion. It is one of the modern trafjgedics
that with the advance of teghnical educationpl and mechanisation

- we sre forgetting, mors and more, the simple management of

#0il. The handling of soil is something quite easy to learn
T one grows up with 1t, but extremely difficult to teech,
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hence the daplarnhl& state of cultivation sesn in sol many
aorticultural Colleges sad cantra=s of instruction to-day.
rew university graduatss in figrlculture or hortioulture scem
to hsve more than the most elementary ideas about the handling
of lend. Yet this s%ill constitutes ths most important
factor in furm management. (e cannot put the elock hack
but we must adapt our new ideas to the basic nsads of the
soil. We hear a4 lot of talk zbout 'tirsd land' to-day =nd
about the nsed for more humus. Organic matter eertainly
improved the wérking propertise of soils but much of our
tirsd land is tired only of bsiig mauled about during the
untimely visite of the modern wheeled tractor. Tractor drivers
tend to be mechanics rather than gardsners.

This, hcowsver, 1s digressing. The lines of @evelopment
ve have traced back to Gsorge Byrd - the lins of blg Bvesham

. 'traditionsl' growers - reach=d its peak possibly in the 1930's

snd ita grsatest exponent was probably Mr John Huines, who,
in his 9Bth y=er still retsins & lively brain snd a love of
soll and plants.

The second world war end after saw a deeline in
standerds. However highly mochanised we become, howevar large
growers may be and however wealthy the faset remains that the
old erder has passed but we can still look back and lsarn

something from it,
[3:? NQ. nMI
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HISTORY OF EVESHAM HORTICULT
The coming of commereial

to a modern Vale

Tien vistii bus sow came (o Jook
ut o Jdilfeeene slde of our horticul-
toraf imdusiry, thng of commereinl
gless: This i a [odedy modern
developmeni, buf we <un tbmce
three distinet plisies of glasshousge
gﬂ;:lnpmrm in the Vale of Eves-

The Toddington glass, compris-
ing wbouwt two ocres of henjed,
stevl-framed Brosises, buile between
1383 apd 1530, morks the real be-
ginmdng. Most people who know

* anyithing obdul the mrarkable

Toddington ventore think mmindy
of frut, for it was the Jargest
ringle plonting of fnelt ever under-
mmken in Britnin. We will, however,
leave thot dide al the story uniil
apother tese, In some wavs the
glagahouse development at Tods
dington showed n greater original-
iy of outbook than the fruit plong-
g, Ir undoubiedly cxered 2 groat
geal of influencs on [urber de-
velopments in the Vale.

STARTED PROGHRANMME

The Fourth Baron Sudeley suc-
ceeded to the tile and ta the Tod-
dington Estate in 1877 ar the nge
af 3%, He immedlotely slaned w
programme  of  horticuliural  de-
velopment on a grand scole.
Privote garden pglass won  well

&

2 4

By
R. W. SIDWELL, N.D.H,

developed on masl large: coantry
citoies but this - wan something
guite  different, The Toddingion
glats wos sited me two diflerent
poings, The muin Block, compresing
about one ond & holf scres, wos
budli within the willoge oear the
udge of b park. A fugther block
at Shetcombe, now in o derelict
condition, ic stlll (o be sten e one
appronched  Winchcombe:  from
Sedgeberraw, The Sheleombe glas
war probably the las o be
Anighed o i waes cerisindy ballt
nfler [HET.

Tl Toddington houses were of
two types; twelve-loat-wide steel
houses  with cueved rools  end
twenly-twi-Toolywide houses with
gleel glazing bors and wooden par-
lins, These Intier were of o type
which woild pass as modern todoy,

The seclwork woa slipped aver
feom Belgiem ind Delgian work-
men wene brought over by Laoed
Sudeley ta do the ervetion,

Fineocial dianster overlook the
Sodeley fortunes, Lord  Sudeley
becoming banrkiuge i LEG2 and n
1900 the estze wos bonght by Mr,
Hugh Andrews: Shorthy ufier this
some of the Toddington plass was

!" .
dismuniled and re-evecied by Mr.
T, H. Fowell ut Villkide Murserles,
Mickbdon, This sppsars 1o he
amodig the carliest of the Mickle-
ton gless and wilhin the Jei few
years Mesars, K, R, Smith and
Sons, the present owisers of Hill
sitie, have scrapped wix 100 fi, by
FI I wnd one (00 fr by 23 04
whicl had been moved from the
origital Toddinglon sl

The main block of the Tedding.
ton glasy B now being renovated
by thy preseet owners, Messri, H,

W. Pancs and Son, 'This now som-
ptises sbout one acre.

SPREADING RAPIDLY

nrduulb:]u 1910 the iden of com.|
mar 053 wis spoeadin nﬁm;‘
through the district, Not Enl:r 1
Mickleton starting on il way
add nursetles were springing op i)
severnl other places, Compansf-—
with distrien such o5 ihe Lea
'h".I]J|tL. e ares wos small, but B
wiis karge o add o on
intersst 10 Lbe duirics. The Wingh-
comby Hood Nurecrbes ot Sedpe-
berrow weee built by Mr. Bowley
about 1909-10, and Mr. Bichards
bailt e Wickhamford Numseries,
fow ocoupied by Mr. Fearcs, st
wbout the szme e, Mr, Peirce's
father was the original faremun s
o :mt?hr'& Ih:l-t took over the

ALY

ot by ey on his swn

The late Mr. laseph Webh bully
his first ghues nlﬁlhﬂn about
191012, nod be Bad completed
abont four acres by 19200 This
reers to have been the largest
single prea in the district wp ta
thut tme, A 150 fL. by 30 f. cold
boizie of the Mickleton pattern was
built ot this time for £300, Prac-
teally the whele of this Mickloton
glesy was put up by Heary Cirin-
nell, whe also boile housss af
Offenham and Badsey. By 1939
bir. Webh apd his fon, ouF pre-
seit Mr. Jesepl Webb, had abpot
nioe and & acres of glass be-
iween them, This stil] remoing our
Insgest plasthouse bolding, The,
toiel glass i Micklston & pow|
il 15 1o 16 ncres.

UNHEATED

‘.l‘h= Mickleean pfass was budlt
primardy for she early caulifiower
orop. Most af the glass was on-
heated and with it grew up the
now  fomiflar “Mieklson  iradl
tion" of ety souliffower growlog,

The recent history Cunprises
some fopther exiensions of the
Mirkleton system bub sincs the
Iate 19303 the Dulch imfecnce has

the seene, That, hows
e¥el, i for gnother Hme,

The suthor wishes 1o nckoow
l=dge help piven by many peasie
ane dn o pacdiisler e followsng
Mr, I Webb, Mr. R, Q. ape
Mr. R. F, Pares, Mr. G, Cisson,
Mr: R Penree, uad M. K. Punan, |




Dlaries of,
James Hall

R. W. SIDWELL begins the story of
a successful Badsey gardener, and
looks carefully at the books he kept.

ARKET GARDENING,

erespinp out from Eves-
ham, repched the villipe of
Hadsey around the middle of
Inst century. Forms were on the
verge of bankrupiey and lond-
owners and speculators found

that they could pet much bigyer |

rent= by letting the land out in
small lots o form Inbowrers for
morkel garden  purposss. The
risz in population which resulted
from this change of land use
was remarkable. The populas
tion of Badsey increased from
487 in 1E7]1 o 1,027 i@ |9|].|
Purely  saricolinral — porishes
whether near Evesham or else-

where in the country all declined

in population during this peried,

aften by &S mn::lJ a3 30 per °
cent, Wor was this the whole |

story, Tor there wns often in- |
sufficient labour in the village

of Badsey to maet its needs and

men  travelled Trom Evesham

and neighbouring. viliages to

siipplement the local supply.

Today, of course, Badsey Iz be-
coming |ust apother dosmitery vil-
lsge, A few good prowers remain
and the best of these ore as pood
ns ever they were but aumbers
declice amd much of the lanpd
slides back into odifferent farm-
ing-

*

The remorkable revolotion dur-
init the iate 19th cestury, which
made Badsey almoeslt unigue nmong
the whole of the villope: ol

Britain, iz now a plece nf interose- | Retions

ing social history. But what sort
of men were they who wrooght
such 4 chunge In the Bife of this
willage? Stories abound of men
who mixed hard werk with hard
drimking. They were oflen illiterate
but they brought soil mosogemant

farming on 3 small scale and from
Mareh 1, 1876, he began a daily
diary In which all business Erina-

The chanpeover From farmiog
Wi ool accomplished  without
friction. Furmers reseotd the ks
being  spllt  vp  @mong  heic
labourers. Mony who took lnod 1o
work o their spare lme were dis-
missed. When they saw how things
wefe turning out, landowoers ware
only too willing 1o fall in with the
new  trend and morignpees wore
rendy i ferecloss when the oppar-
tunity ccourred for the emhamced |
tentnls which they were able io
et when the [nad was et in small
lots.

*

In  ihis somewhnt turbulent
world Thomas Hall was the gomall
man's  champion. Arropant and
trugulent, he was o bom rebel, but
he waz mot withowt o comse and |
by the Hme of hiy dexth in 1909,
ot the age of 81, i wasl possible |
o walk over a thousand acres of
land around Badsey village with- |
ool tovching farmland 5% all. Mast
of fthe growers had abowd five
actes but seme would have more.
Bagsey had become a village of
small maiter men,

At least ome of Thomes Haoll's
brothees hoad seitded in America
and in the mid (705 James de-
cided 10 do likewise and tock his
younger brother, Joseph, with him.
Jomey had married Jame Fisid,
of Aldington, in December, 1866,
Settling mear Aubirn, in the west
of New York Stale, they bemn

and  domestic  expepses |

were recorded. He does ool resard
what capital he hed to sart with

but his profits alier two  yeors
were 944 dollars &9 conts—a Little |
nnder £ at the e of axchangs: |
of the time. This was real wealth |
for o man of Badsey who as a |

| have e |
to a degreg of perfection [ar he- fwm  labourer werld
yond the prasp of university edy.  Soived ﬂbﬂ”'-] £100 wr d':l‘:‘;r! bﬂﬂmﬁt
cated ol scicnce lecturers o NS Eroas  ncome ng
nulltors  of popolar  pardening period.

books.

A family 1hat contribiied ta e
rise of Bodsey was thot of Thomas
Hall He was the willope shoe-
maker apd was born ot Dumbleion
in 1818, coming fo Badscy in 1844,
His ihres sond, Charles borm ot
Rimbletoa in 1839 and Theodore
Jamea pad Owen Joseph, born at
Badsey in the years 1845 and 1843
respectively, weore all market pgar-
depers and i 1B haed abont 20
aerey  hepween  them  The two |
yodinper sonis seem to hawe been
known by thelr second aame: ond
will he sn called (rom oow oo

%

Whetber James and Jae t}"':
af lhe American way O lie ﬁld
whether news from  home Iﬂ1
them of. tho new prospests 1.}:!1‘
Badwy hod to offer we do no
Enow bt (hey ceratnly decided 10
relurp. They left New ‘I"ﬂl‘kl o
April 27, 1878, arriving a3 Laver
pool at 11 pas, ou Moy b fmh
had refarned the previpus Movem-
ber and wos already gardening at
Badsey.

Aficr spenffing o couple of
woeks visiting relnfions they ook
temparary teeommodaticn with Tis
siger, Mre, Thomas Moiscys al
Baticy, On Wednesday, . May 22
1878, he paid brother Josoph £12
ingoine for o piece of lund Al
Albnpion, owped by Thomas
Byrd, bought 4 hoe for 2= pod
tecord=d thot he spemt the day
“hoing Banes. Jumes Hatl was back
in busines. _

The disry continbed with almast
daily emiries, mosly m:lnrd.:_nt'
financial matters, uotil his I!'rmw
ment in Apnl, 1914, spart [rom 2
break of five years, Le. 1B87-91 in-
clusive, This break is unforunals

nd It covers o most vilal pesiof
The dizry is in three hooks—nd
doubt @ fourth book has been lost
Rogretinble though this s, we &
most pentoful for what has been
preserved, 65 ji reveals the patiern
of living of the successfel men of
Badsey during  ihis  inlereiting
period,

Tames Hall wos abstcmiows, he
wis o [ny preacher and was very
active in the chapel @ Aldingten.
In muhaﬂfmmm;z
his conlempar i Jb Wl

ensy to earn o living for all that.
He does not appear 10 have ever
been shart of monsy but kis wes
smore beckuse of the cir be cxec-
gised in spending it than becadss
he found il ensy 10 make. lo maay
yeurd hw&mmm
wad of American dollars must
fiaye been very useful. The record
vear by ra.lrialhw'lﬂmm

i % .

These figures require some €&~ |

Topatory molos The eredit lld
ﬂnhu columns show how mmm
gayings grew or shrask during
year afier all bis domestie ex-
had been met In some

years  substantial payments  {or
equipment, such 85 u pooy wd

were made and this was
Eﬁm 1 the one year, He made
po atempt (0] & bﬂmwé
;h:enltw:mﬂynmrdn
{ncome and etpeoditre-

The five-yerr gap was pesbably
a period of afflaenes. His fizel
pigce of spurogad cams into cut
in 188G and Erom 1B onwards
this crap dominamd hls. whole
petivity ond peovided most of his
income. The misiog years there-
[oge, conld hardly have bm By
\hking bui prOSPErOUS. Hia known
activities during this perigdd Im-
cluding paying £120 for 3 ronds
28 parchas of lzpd om w‘h_.u:l'l b=
puily his house, Bredon Vlm.};
1869 ond also leoding Joe h'Lfi
ownrds the cost  Of Dulling
Apburn Villa od the adioining plet
¥ o ot of

Alror 1906 he gave up
his lnnd mad we mest ol o
oo much into (he List ::::2
years, The arck ha pow w'!h
sould mot bave provided hiim wi
living bat it did - ollet
come of hi domostic ]
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Badsey grower of |
90 years ago

SCALE of activities of

By R. W. SIDWELL

Approx,
Hall seEm Ve profit ar
Acroty i gy Approx. | Wages Seeds | Fertiliser foia
small when compared Year Ew £ s i
markel gardening businesses 1o ur | derengs LS £
which we have grown ‘?’ﬁtT —
tomed in the lzst 40 years. Token ’
in isolation they are cerfainly s | 3 50 10 111 s
puny and ipsignificant, Bul it ggey | o 40 27 15 —1s
must be npprecinted that this gy 9 B 6 B 14 18 417
holding was typical of many 1852 9 17 17 i 3 15 +18
hundreds which came to domin- 1883 7 17 14 313 112 -
ate the ecomomy of whole 1834 7 12 13 505 == =
parishes an the east of Evesham 1EBS 7 15 0 14 517 + 4
as well ss small colonies clse- 1886 ) niz 419 113 49
where in the Vale. Gap of five yeara
Jumes Hall docs oot aften spesk 1692 TH 17 6 318 3 16 452
ol ncreaged omd the rent psid B gy 7 18,10 417 419 +43
' sometimes the only clug ta the 1894 7 T 4 15 5 +23
nrea he cultivated. In the early LA T4 19 2 2 8 417 —13
yeare be sill prew some fann T 74 % 5 19 s iy e
erops ond wheat snd fiedd hﬁllls 1507 104 7 3 113 LI =10
mist lmve rl:l-l:i:_llﬂbll n  consider- 1208 i 5 1 Y 212 48
sble parl of his land. He seems Ppn 10k 21 4 110 512 +11 |
f1o have taken sbour teven ACTEE  pung | f0d 31 10 I8 19 +2 |
fn the first place and a Further 1901 10% 0 5 28 6 1 42 |
lwo sctes was taken rentfres for  yapp | o3 40 8 210 410 +27
a vear m July lm._‘ﬁm_ rfh-rv 1903 e 301 2 1 g 2 + 3
ancey fo squitch forking indicate — jogq | 10¢ | 4910 48 11 17 +40
the sate of the graund. 1was | 1ok | 4216 318 B 19 +2
. 1506 104 28 10 25 39 + 6
* 1907 31 16 1 3o —a1
1008 3 5 2 12 113 ~34
In 1EB3 he'pave up this two 1909 34 34 12 1 9 -1z
aeres, veverting to his origoal 1210 kL 4 06 1 4 ] +11
halding. This, with the coltage at 1911 3k 5 3 19 510 —20
Aldington to which he moved [n 1912 k. 714 11 i b —23
November 1878, came to £10 105 1913 1% 816 17 i = ]

per anmum Fenhk Az £6 155 of
llils appesred to represent the cot-
tapa the net memt [or the land
was £12 154 per amoum. He re-
{alned this land unmtid 1906 but
in 188% he bought almost one acre
on which his house was bulli the
following year and in 1837 he
took a forther two apd a haif
sores oppodits the Wickhamford
morn on Willersey Roed, Bodsey,
paying £58 Inpalng lo & Mr. Wil
fiams, The antnel rental was £4
THe kot it rose to £5 122 64, in
i Thic land he sobsequently

All of the Inbour in the first
nine years was casunl and wormen
were employed very larpely for
erop  horvesting, especinlly  pen-
picking. Fram 1592 onwirds casual
labour was fess imporiant and
regular workers were employed
for the busy sason, Harty Geden
worked from Maoreh to December
16892 and February to December
of the following year. The wagss
pald wers 6o, o To 6d. per week
for the first year and 7o to 105,
for the second, E. Harowell did

all-the-venr-round  worker  was
engaged, On Jonwery 28 James |°
Hall recopded “Hired Oeorge
Muoisey at 185 a week for about
9 months and 135, 6d. for 6 wesks
before snd after Christmes, the
short days of winter."

George Madeey was 27 years of
ape at this time asd wa: James |
Hall's pephew, Many Badsey resi
denis will remesmber him goite
well for he was parih clerk for
many years sod & wvery hbighly

purchased, but that was after | the oext year and AL Taylor the pected man. -
thats dinries cezsed. yenr nfter. Frank Herbert, who The erengoment — sontimoed
The reduction of his xcreage in died only n year or two ago st o more of Jess ootdl Juoe 1906

1883 coincided with hiz Grst sodvw-
ing of asparagus and possibly a
slight change of spproach. Q’Up-]]
ping will be considered n detil |
in lmicr articles bub the general
pattern of management B3 well
shown in the table

In ihe first aricle the figures
for profit and lost were giwen just
58 James Hizll worked them oot
A3 some of the expenics Wers
capltal [tems or domestic furni-
fure they have been exirdcted os |
n separate item and deprecinbion
spread over o period. This rough
and ready systen of perountsncy |
now jgives o Erper  pleturs
annual profit and loss and is
shown in the last column. This
figire represeots  saving  afier
domestic expensss have besn meL

The 11 years 18921202 wers |
obviously times of real prosperity, |
apurt From the disasler year of |
1695, tn which we will retorn
when we look i msparapus Far
reasoms piven in the first article,
the miming five vedrs belore 1592
g alse have bBeed  proiperous,

great ags, put o the thres sumi-
mer ssazons 1896-88 nnd appeared
oceasionally later, After this the
nmount of casual and  women
labour incrensed apaln but the
winter months remuifved  almost
devoid of outgoings for labour
and income fram crops.

In Japuary 1901 there was a
change of approach. A [ull-time |

[

I

wewedtd O

f1sh-
\han g
v

4
-

&

At

et

whep il is very probahls that
(ieorge Moisey staried on his own
account, for after then ba belped
his uncle on odd occaslens ooly.
There was aleo mo earfior brenk
of mine moathe, It @ probable
that Georpe Moley's leaving
prompted James Hall to give up
his Abldington lapd.

In the earlier years the prisci
pal  semi  suppliers were from
Webbs and Walking and Simpaong
whole Beeounts  were  Esttled
punchunlly in June or July, In
[8%4/85 Naih & Co. mppenr os
suppifers. Theo first reference io
Yotes is in 1886 and, ns this was
thres yenra beforo the Evesham .
brunch opensd, it presumably re-
ferred to (s Muonchester business.
Later purchases would have bosn
through Evesham. Unfortwnaizly
aftar 1893 he makes no
to eeed mapplier bot just enters
the liesm me “seed Bill." Throogh:

« out, smnall cash purchases of seed

wera made locally,
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Badsey grower of
90 years ago

SCALE of pctivites of
James Hall may scem very
amull when eompared with the
mprkel gardening businesses 1o
which we hove prown neCis-
vamed in the last 40 venrs Token
in isolition they aes eerlainly
puny and insignificant. But il
must be appeeciated thot  thid
holding was typieal of many
hunstreds which came to domin-
ate the ecconomy of whalz
parishes on the east of Evesham
as well pe small enlonies else-
wherz in the Vala.
jamea Hall doss oot often ipeak
of ucreagss zud the vert puld is
snmetimes the enly clie to 1he
area he culivoted. In the early
vears he still prew some firm
crops and wheat and field beans
must have occipicd o eonsider-
ghie port of biz lspd. He seems
lja Bove inken showt se¥eh 40TES
in the fizkt place ond a further
jwo acTes wis token remi-free. for
a year in July 1B7S. The vefes-
ences - 1o squitch farking indicale
the state of the ground.

#*

1n E88) he pave up this iwe
acres, reverfmg ta his esiginal
holding This, with tha collage as
Aldinpton o which be moved in
Movember 1678, came lo EIS Ik
per apntm rent. As £ 185 ol
this sppearad] o represeni 1be ooi-
lagz the oet remt for the land
was £12 152 por anonm. He re-
wined this land unul 1906 but
in 1588 he booght nlmost one nere
on which bis houss was bublt the |
foflowing year snd in 1607 he
took o firther two and 3 hslf
pores oppasite the Wickhnmiord |
wro on Willersay Road, Badsay,
poying £58 ingedng to n Mr. Wil
liams, The annual tentsl was &4
18s but it rose e ES 124 6d. in
1902, Thiz lond he subsequently
purchased, but that was aller
Ihese dinries cedsed.

The reduction of bis acreage in
1883 coincided with his (ist sow-
ing af asparagos ond possikly a
slight ¢honge of npprosch, Crop- |

ping will be coosidered in detail |

in later articles but the genaral
pattern of manapemant 8 well
shevwn im the table.

In the Gt article the fgures
for profit and loss were given just
&% James Holl worked them oo,
A jome of the cipenses wore
copiial jlems or domestre Eurni-
wre they have hegn extrocied as
o separpte item und depreciation
spread over a period. This rouph
and ready system of jccountancy
now  pives o troey  pecturd of
annuoal profit and lows and s
whewn in the Jast eolumn. This
ligure represcois  maving  after
domeiths expenses have been met

The 11 years [HO2-1%02 were

|
ohviowsly times of meal prosperity,

ppite from the disaser yer of
1495, {0 whith we will relurn
when we Inok ot nsparagus, For
rensom given in the fird briicie,
the. miwane five years belore 1592
must olen hitws hoen prosperous,

By R. W. SIDWELL

| Approx,
profit or
Apprew Waget Sesds Ferilliser loss
Yeur |occenje £ £ N £ & L
1878 T 16 17 =14
1879 4 31 111 + 3
| Bf g B0 29 15 —1&
1881 o 23 6 K4 2u +17
1831 L] 17 17 B3 15 + 18
1593 7 17 14 313 2742 — ¥
1RES 7 12 13 b 3 | —_—— -
1883 7 150 214 ™ Ea
1638 7 11 419 1 3 + 9
Cop of five yoors
893 I 17 6 0T - 5 | O B -
1803 '?-]I- ;: 13 : 17 IWVHELAT "TIVH HIHTYM
1804 T 15
18 H s 2 3 ﬁ ANd B DNI4E |
1496 i .
1497 I{H-& 23 3 113 - BELINYAS OL ENOESEIY |
1864 10 ET 7 ST AaNeRD L -
1859 1 2l 4 110! hmﬁm ?lgv A Eﬁlq;m”ml
19an 1133 e {1 T 6 1 Qff puE =J5 ‘gL Syl
(1] 104 a0 5 8 TIVH A5 TITA AHNTRIAD
1902 0% an & 210 e e urd g e
b 0| 6L |2 N e e e v
T . [ WAL AW
1905 104 42 16 1MW Lnmang ST LY OSHOTHL
L5006 104 24 10 2 .11' (A
1007 13 I 6 1 i MY PR EAG00 R "N Aa)
1908 H 52 L2 Adnl A3 TvIEL
1909 13 3 4 12 QRIS A
1910 34 4 & 1 & i ey g 1 ipsluesy v
190 H I | L 9
1912 1 714 11! H51d 3HL
1513 kY 816 17 izt
= : SHALY LI TIH dHL
All of the fabour |n tse Hrst ThiE
nine years was casunl end women AERAE0A Al AW Topuines pae Ui
were. employed very largely for 1| =g ey dn Tuppnd Cdaspog fpaojuey
crop  borvesting, especinlly  pea- AL CAmwpuoagg 1 Bugped gety w
picking. From 1842 cnwards casual g | Ampey Samd] | HEesS Rt
labour was less jmporiant  ansd v rapof s §it & sisgiusig
regular workers were  emploved FATANEINOT) WAy PRICKD S0 AU
for the busy sesson, Harry Geden 4 *if {3l Jopan] Fopmp
worked from March s Deccmbae J 948 i e e i e
1852 and Fehrpory 1o December NEsL A 0 el Cdoprsupean
al the following year. The wagas B o
pakd were 63, to 75 Gl per week
for the first year and T to 10=
for the second, E. Harlwell did
the n=xt year and A, Tayler tha
year after. Frank Herberl, who
dicd only o yenr of tweo ago st g |
prent nge, pul in the three sum-
mer seazons (B96-98 and appenred
oueasionally later, After fhis the The peincipal fertiliser was ool
amouent ol cassl apd  women and,+as this mawrisl s smcked
la_b:rur Incronsed apain but the | rnr'n jong time before wse, the
winter monis remained  almos “year of purchats wis nof the year
dndrm_d of oulgoimgy for Inbour | of application to the ground
““IR'I““E““"‘“;"‘;“WT“TN Guane or fsh  guano  waos
there. was a fime 1o Rime ap-
change of approach. & full-time N B

ot bt P ke
neve Bl sL[Mrr

g”ﬁ" b

parcntly i fair gquanuty os. indi-
vidunl purchoses were in the i1
10 £3 Tange A few gizesble pur-
chuses of lesther dust wers ulao
recnsded.

Mitrate of soda was vsed Tepe-
farly from 1900 onwards and
scensinnubly  eatlier bt the
guantity was inslpmificani=—tsanily
one to bwo hundrsdwelghis per
upram ot obool o per TR

O the whale (I would seem
that fertiliser winpe on this hald-

; ine was well befow that of the

1:}.. L T L Vl*{_’ J r:gr: progressive Evesham growars

v JU!; ; E ;w‘ & - g b of “the pcrlu-;]’.thu; iil::mctm:i

. pnderstond Lo ra r

¢ 1 werg much less grown thit op
A the Evestam holdings
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BADSEY MARKET-GARDENER 80 YEAR

AGO
(A

James Hall’s diaries

LTHOUGH meticufous (o

his overall financial records,
James Hall did not often show
separate returns for mixed con-
signmenls. We arc often l=ft
pliessing =5 to exactly bow much
each crop was making, although
the broad picture i3 clear
enotigh. 1o the mblay 1 bave
tuken some of the important
ceops and  have included the
brissica crops for comparson,

Peas were the fiest erop he har-
vested when be starled in 1878
amd in both this nné the subso-
guent year his entire crop was sold
to Fred Watkins at 35 per pol. He
appurently  thought it betier o
accepl 2 (at rate rather than to
sperulate oo an wnpeedictaibn mar-
ket

Hy 1881 he was migre veninme-
some nnd, from the gpecial eatries
thut e made, be took pride in the
foct that in this aed the pext two
yezrs his few earlizst supplies in
June miode 95 64, Ts 6do and
108, per pot respectively, but it is
aot clear how much the main
bafch made in any Vvear. Soms of
the produce ul this Hme went o
Eveskam markst bt most of it
wirs  snpgind  over - sboot  three
hovers  including  Joseph Blymre,
s of  lhe welbknown  James
Myanl,

Even in thowe doys, peas were
belng prawn on o large ecals,
olten on forms They Were com-
manly sold on the phece and
several welkkoown BEveshaom mer-
chants werz rendy 1o barpain for
them. They hnd nlready ceased fo
Be o gmall man’s crop, apart from
n Few very carly picks. and James
Hall sut down on 1he crop as the
years went by, Ewen nt hic peak
he probably had oo more: tham
shout ont and a bolf scres,

Runner beans nre unigoe among
all e crops grown on the holding
in lhot I was the anly crop he
never dropped  altogelber. Ew
year he grew some, dlihoueh there
was considerable fMlucomilon, Qnee
Again it s dilliowll io separate the
Ttame to arrlve 2t & price. but two
pots in Aupust 1895 mads 25 i

and, ower 1901-01, prices canged
fram 1o ta d4e per pob
Dwarf [Frenech beans  were

grown almost every vear, the extra
carly plek  that  ihey provided
being usefol. Sometimes o lale
crop of dwarfs was grown In addi-
tion.

A swrprising thing about brozd

By R. W. SIDWELL

beans is that in only one year,
1893, is there evidence of autumn
gowind. It is practically certzin
thut all ef (he othirs were spring-
sawn, Thy ¢rap was mainly con-
centrated in the carlier vears and
appeared only sporndically afiee-
wardy. I find this 2 finke surprising,
gs I had been under the impres-
slon ikt the cxop bad lost popu-
lagity {n more recent times and
that it would hewe besn prown
much more apound the tirn of the

CRONUTY.
Wome of Fames Hall's |laod
would be considered “cabbuge

fund” by modern prowers end he
certainly mus' have thooght the
same then, for the crop was of
trifling imporiance and then only
in the eczrly years—but what of
Brussels sprouts?

When poe considers how liithe
income was eacned durlog the win-
fer months it is secprisiop that
ppTouls wers so slow in being
pdopted a5 2 main vegetable. From
Movernber 1853 to February 1894
the foor months” sales totmlicd 4
9d. In the four months from De-

D:‘E'lhﬂ' 1836 to Mapch 1897 it was
ni

This wias not & peculiarly of
this holding. Iy was much the same
throughout the Yale, Althoogh in
was possible o find 100 acres of
peas on one farm 3 oweuld be
hard work 10 find five asres of
Eprouts. Yet 40 yenrs fater we had
growers whose main activity was
epreut growing, Iedeed some of
these locked ©pog summer crops
4% things that had to be grown in
order o keep their tabour for the
busy winler season!

Sprovt straing ware poor by
comparisan  with  those of the
present day. In this they were in
contrast with peas angd beans, tha
strains of which were very pood
indecd at the end of last century.
Sprowls wers, in fact, o vepemble
for the “pentlempn’s parden.”

Of the other bassica orops, =
few broccoli were grown in 1678
T8 nnd four pots of  caolilowers
in 1899, Savoys and autumn exb-
age were never growo ot all 1
find nll this peplect of brassicos a
littke yorprising.

ANNUAL PRODUCT ION—commtad in pots

Bunner Dnw, Fraoch

Yenr Peag beang benny beans Cabbape sproutls
1878 163 somie ? ? - —
1878 s0me 7 7 o -—
188D 212 72 — (] an 14
1881 185 ] 14 ‘184 65 -—
1282 175 135 i 242 LEr) =
1883 113 171 5] 132 BE 4
1HES 143 177 59 B4 58 4
1585 135 147 45 02 45 a
1885 &f 1% EE] 1) L —
Gap of § vears
19z L) 121 FE] = 17 28
1833 Bl & L] 40 fi 6
1804 112 104 18 - » -_
1845 as 138 1E T - —
1806 70 89 2 — =5 —
1E97 55 B 56 == — 7
158 30 Bt T - - —
1899 23 1 I -- —_ —
1900 1 15L 23 14 14 3]
1901 1B 147 49 = _— 51
1902 41 2 63 — k] 53
1503 = 111 65 == — 31
1504 E 76 73 s 7 2%
10415 4 W 115 & - 7
1905 23 108 64 55 — 13
ELr — a1 ET) == - ]
16084 . — 44 41 14 — 3
(f ] E] a7 14 —_ 25 —
1910 f— §21 iR _— — -
HoiR | — L] 5 a4 —_— =
L Fied _— bl 24 = —_ —
Iﬁg —_ 52 -8 — —_ 18

Prustols
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Back to Bernardi

J PouLD Lixe to lury apay from
the recent history of Evesham
horticulture for 8 time and go back
to the earlier days, Inm the first
article of this series, on Moveinber
4, 1360, | sugpested that there was
fittie evidence of any direct con-
pection  herween the monks of
Evesham Abbey and the crigin of
markel rlrﬂun;ngl althou the
idem still exists in the popular
=n'lll'lti that there & such & connee-
o,

Mr. R H. Hilton, of Fladbury,
in the issue of the Journal follow-
ing the Ffrse aricle, cors a
number of efromm which [ had
mate and, at the same time, added
some valuable information con-
firming the view that | had
E:.J?dms_,ud. ma.Em[jr|=h thut markst
gardening ai Evesham was &I~
nwdin;.& re

Mont of the esmhorities oo
Eweahamn  history ower the Tast
comple. of centurbes have credited
Frencis Bareardi with plaving &
teading part in the development of
Iyﬂrdmm: in the town in the fatter
1aif of the 1¥th century.

How much do we really know
about  Francis  Bernaedi?  The
answer io very |litle, Mose of what
we do know sesms (o have come
from his son, Major Tohn Bernardi,
who wrote a short Rifstory of his
owa life, published [n 1729,

‘Amused himself’

Nash, in his * Collections for
the History of Waorcestershire,”
published in 1781, obviotdly makes
usz ol !:mard.ﬁs autobiography
but dees add & littls morz informa-
fion  withow E:vlng his souree.
For ingtance, siys that John
Bernerd: wag born in Eveshim [n
1657 and that his father, Franeis,
retited  to Evesham, whers® he
amused himsell with gardening.

John Bernardi, as we will ges
chortly, does oor menton Evesham
ot all, bor spesks of Warcester-
shire, Tindal, in his * Histary and
Antiguities of the Borough of
Evesham,” gubthh:d in 1754,
tefiers fo Mash, but misguotes him
so badly as to assert that it was
Major * John  Berpardi  who
pioneered pardening a1 Evesham;
o siatement that can be refuled
righi out of hend and can only be
;;f_:ltmd i carelessness on Tindal's

By R. W. SIDWELL

Like Maih, the [lotionary of
Matiomal Hlinsrnphy & that
lohn  Barnardi  wasSsgtmen i
Evesham, bul quotes no Source for
the infor mation,

We will now examine John
Bernardi's own acecunt of the
gtory. In the year 1651, Francis
Bernard] was appointed nt i
England for  the republic  of
Genoa, an office thes his father,
Count Philip d= Bernardi, had held
some time previousiy, | will qoote
:dq?é?t fohn Bernardi in full at this

‘Most famous'

“About two  years after Ki
Charles  was  reslored,  the I}I-I:!
Republic semt over another person
10 succeed Francls Bermardi in
Ministry, and the  said  Framcls
Rerpnrdl, belng born jn _England ab
the dime whea his father, Count
P‘-'IIIHEp de Besnardi, was here alss i
the Ervbasy, and leviog the country
which was the place of his natlvily,
he lived and died in this kingdom,
!1;'.-1::5 spent thinty thousand pounds
Lr: indulging his pertleular tases he
ad m gardening belng IEI st
famous pentleman o the kingdo
of his time for fine gardens,
lived for soms time near Windsor
when flrsd out his Ministry, but
moved aflerwards into Worresier-
shire to be morz Temote and un-
known and his gons John. artving
af the thirteensh year of his ape,
bigar 1o entzriain  thooghts  of
getticg  from his  fathers  dis-
cipline . . .

" Aceordingly "

escaped - fremm
1&10..."

Berimrdi |
i

Jabn
Es father

From the shove [t I8 obvious
that Francls Hermirdi could not
have resigned from his mimistey
belore 1662 and the date of his
arrival in Worcestershire would
have been some timie ofter this,
depending on how long be Ip:n%
at Windsor, This mises o point o
no small ioterest, for i John
Bernardi was born in Eveslam in
1657, then Mrm, Berpardl imuost
have been resident in Evesham mi
least flve yesrs belore her husband
settled here, The refercoces given
in  the  Dictionary of Netional
Biggraphy are not helpful on this
paint. except that Macaulay, in his
'HBLuriecrf Enphﬁd,“ comsldered
John roardi’s  notobiography
“ innceurate jn certain partictlars,”
This probably refers to the later
part of John Beroardi's story,

A few obsoure references from
other sources still remmin 1o he
examined and some official records

the \

checked; but prospects of finding

vital information on  Frang
Bermardi's work in EmshunE.mLT:
not very bright,

. E. A B, Barard tried to collest
information on Berpardl, bui was
quite unsuccessfil, Ii s, i,
;l;]rpm.irtghlh_i Bamard feiled 1o
ohserve [he inconsiclencies rmen-
tioned above,

On  the subjaet of John
Bernardi's claim that his father
wis “ihe most famows gentieman
in the kingdom of his time for fina
gardens,’ this hos every appear-
ance of gross eXaggeration, A con-
sidereble literature exiss on (he
pardens of Engiand at the end of
the 17th cemiury. Charles IT took
i greap interest in gardens. This
was the age of John Ewelyn, of
London and Wiss, and of Quin-
timye, 8o far as | con frace, no
mention is (o be found of Bernard
o any published work of the
period,

t_’l'[l:: main hcrlﬁcujml interest
o age wag landscape parden-
ing, but " French gardeming "-—
the cultivation of fruit and herl
atirgeted quite 8 lot of altention
end it was presumably in (his fejd
that Francis Bornardi excalled.

Mor s the fame guite consislent
with his: degire to be * more
remate and m:ikmwn,"f'l_'hsru has
been a great degres of insularity
about Eveshom marker garden|
even mto medern Umes, and it

uite possibie that Bernard’s fame

ot trate the feshionahls
cireles of his tme,
Unsupported
Whatever the ftruthr about

Franeid Berpardl, we hive 1o face
the fact that the only evidence we
have thit he lived in Evesham at
all is an unsupported statement by
Mash written more than & ceotory
Inter. This does not mean thar the
sfatement is inaccurate: bur we
cannal. on the evidence, bufld
much of o story nrownd It

There ls, howover, plenty of
evidence  that  pardeni Bt
gl gl LMLl

I nly seemn
to stem from the thme of E:!nm-dl
This will e studied in more detail
shortly.

T am gratebil o Mr, Hmiv:l{‘lnd
siaff of Evesham Public Libeary
for their help in oblainiog several
valuable early works,
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More ftbout the 18t century

WH-Do sor know bue breper R W. SIDWELL o libath, Balduryn
tion of | cent) ; ) L Jemse n

Ew o meitime =gt the Histo the younyer, gurdener, n ciowe

p:nﬂ;?;,u;ﬁ'n'fn:gm;hdr“ w'jn?r: 6 con= ontinyes ry BiR Beres. i the  parish of S1,

junction  with nli}-ur ucwpul:l’-ﬂ;lr of Vale of Evesham :Tm’r;nu it twelve guineas per
th 14 1153 . A
::ﬁr:g;ﬁfg it Al s Horticulture Arthie Young, weiting in 1771,
common and it s quile possibic !‘ﬂ-lﬂd‘t{iﬂﬁ-l there \rurc h:lwg:dm'i |
that this was also the case & cen- Endh amre o ml:j :
' iry eariier, MNevertheless, we have In the sighle: fvu gﬁ m{;r TEfLn E’“gﬂ
evidence that gardening wns belng A _horse, & pig, o littis fodder, ulﬂmr ﬂ-"-ﬂ per m:u:*u addi
lenreied on as o fulljme OTCUIR- £1 1i: crop on the ground, ﬁl:lt u‘_ c nrdm:%cﬁn:w: ?:Ei
R iy P i rger scalp o :::nﬂ:rsggr:ﬁ:rul limes in enrli:ﬁ |
s o ke supposed, Her domeslic inventory revesls Briicles, Arthur  Young  makes |

A oir back ax 1711, sn A slale vary near the poverty lovel, y k
Evesham gardsnsr, Johs Hobers, Her linen and wearing pparel wers ;ng“t[m:&ilfzmcin': I:ad bein 4
par sble to advance 1o Thomas walued mr £} and her old house Lichifiel Nﬂﬂ!‘.ﬂ!ﬁll lslm'uﬂ!:r
Eﬂ&f‘ilﬁﬁjfﬂéaﬂﬁw m?fri;h in the High Street, 'I“L““d Hlﬂuif ste.  Ciber  wrilers, (oo, heve

f axk - T
Strzet,. This suprests a ransonahle fﬁ“g “L_‘“:'.'kwwuﬂ Lt ': bly Erllhﬂ referred (0 onions being grown for

level of prosperity for  Johe tough far poor Nk s2ed on u large scale 'ay Evesham
Susannoh, at this vme, This s an Interestin
Raberts, Thomas Fowell, of Pershors, p}ahn!:th?.*. WGt T, et

On the ather hand, some of the who died in 1747, . . . giveth ! '
gardeners secrn fo Full o fhe les o my wife Marey Powsll o [ that wu‘f"n?:l“lnnﬁihﬁhuﬁdxf -lram p::-[
paraus group deseribed by pap of garden groumd that bse in ployed ehiclly by the gardenrs
my & century later, Will jpven- the prisiane wﬁgh i mgﬂh; of and adds, as a fnal nots, Al
fines of Eveiham gardeners are g, oullin, of Bvesham.™ The 470, "rCS:, is i apparently an
l==ppointiogly Tew” in number, inventory included garden sesds 1o indication of the = degrea’ of
Jut one of the most interesting s the value of five shillings. afffuence that they had ateained,
st of Susunnah Hughes who A suggestion  of  somewhat for ten was ap CXptmive, . Com.
died in 1742 Some of fhe more oy scuie Buginess js to be found modity o those days
Interesting ilems of thia Inventery %5, when Elizabzth Baldwyn, Yousg was  mich iiproaied
wre ds Tollows of e et oated Tor et T of the
A litle bag of trnip wesd,  fwolve years (o Valentine Grove, Evesham ez as have many
2s; @ little Jettwee seed, @ fittle  Evesham, gardener, four seres of ople since, !E'Thn 5AyS, °, . . they
Fobvape secd. Is: B littls  orchard ficar the mp of Cireenhill  f20F neither marl nor lime nor de
cucumber sed, o il onjon  gn the cast sido of the road (ie, they want them_ for the nawral

i Fehness: of their cliys g

geetl, 10s; & sirike of DeRns, B Al Saines’ ish} and nine peres
few kidney besns, 14 odd geed .IE% the p&ri!:.l:unf 5. Lowrencs at %FEII‘, being of that sori (hae 1

in.fittle bags. 1z 4 165 per annum. (like Himo with the winteer o
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HISTORY OF

EVESHAM HORTICULTURE ~ Cofef 24 1 m‘f vy (7¢)

Spread to the villages of the Vale

Teie Tinin bos come to look jato
the spread of market gordening
i the vilingos around Eweabam.
A perusal of ol directorics pives
o Breag pictore of the riskig fm-
OrinceE of  market gardening
from he middle of the Jast sen-
Lasys.

There & litle dovbl hat & preat
deal wf the market guidening Was
in ihe hands of par-lime people,
andd few of these so engaged weie
considered warthy of jnelugion in
the dizestories, Bilkings Direciory
af 1855 grves 34 purdeners
markel gardeners st Bvesham, 1]
at Pershors and five at Eckingion,
o ofner villages within the Vole
record any &t all, The impostanca
ol Ecklopton {a the sarfiest doys
iz well estblished; bul neither
Feiibpon  nor Pershors contri=
buted much to the rapid expans
gion of the second hall of the
ninedeenth century, when come
pared with Evesham and the wii-
Inges o0 ity casfern side.

The 1860 Ksliy's Direclory
pives  alightly different figutes
from those of Billings, Evesham

| glniming 42 names, Pershore 10
and Eckdngton six, Hamploa and
Chariton are given two each,

Farmers

Jamea Myatl, who was plonesr-
ing market gardenlog u: this tims
at Offenbam, was iocluded as &
farmes, and we must acespt that
quite & number of farmers wethin
the Vals were beginning to be i

: terested  in bordcalturel  crops
gven aa far Back ss this. Vardan
| Seafprd Grange wio, as wa
seem, was the largest frudts
grower of this time, also egas
siderpd  Rlmeslf o [armer. The

By R. W. SIDWELL, N.D.H.

perm “market wWis e
served for the amaller men,

Badsey, which was sooa 10
pHiain an impollanes eniy
to Eveshamy iiself, conid not clalm
m sipie gurdener . ar market gur-
dener fn 1860, Ope suspects that
o pood many part=fimers euisted
peveribalsss, In 1876 wa find oor
flrst three entries for Badsey und
Aldington, Thewe are  Geors
Fisld, probably of Aldloglon
Parks, Josaph Joues sad Georgs
Higgins, Eight yesrs Inter, Alding
oo could claim 15 and Badey
26, The pletare 35 clearer In table
fomy

Parish 1068 1876 1HRA 1ARG
Foesham .. 42 T2 - 135
Pershore .. W 17 = 2
Eclchvpion ., 6 a T e
Aldingroa .. il_ 3 1§ 1
Uudsey .. 0 6 BB

The rlss over the fast 11-year
peried s quile phengmesal. Al
most the whale of the Dadsey
enitles for 1496 are markst gar-
dener. With & popalation of 374
for 891, It goald be wmld with
gafery dhat the village was glmost
whaoliy dant on markel gar-
denling for lts pubsistones.

“The reasons for this remarkable
Increase are intesesting points for
ulation, OF course the two

ilse moid=1650s, had mads ordinasy
farming pursitlts usproiiabis. Tho
cramples of the
bad shown hostlenltums] cops o
be the ideal akternadve. Bul why
ghould Badsey have ou

its melghboors in this develop-

ment? Bven Dffentiam, In spite of
e lead given by James
hod e yet up o ks
potentinlities.

The clay ridges forming Keowie
Hill, Hill, and the
rsing  ground  ehove Aldin
wora oving  themselves
plume sktes by the eid
tury, vel there wees other siled as
good or beter it wers mol
plonied up untl maeh lsler, No
foubt the seilisation thal plams
were & successful ultesnative o
wheat on ths besvy clay land was
sn impoctant facdor in ftself.

Another point of Imposlance
when one comparss Bagsey with
Ofcohpm iz thot, @5 yed, he
valpe of exira early vepetables
was scarcely established, and for
mainerop vepstahles Badser soiks
were probably soporior. Acidity,
dae to lime deficieney, wos wit-
tuglly unknown at Badsey, but st
C¥fanham was probably causing
numerons crop Iallocer. The free
working medium loams averlying
gravel which forme the solls af

soils im . carininly for
Insap K
Whatever may  hove been the

more prominent hese than clse-
where. Oine could eerminly forgive
a man wha bod spent the greslse
part of his Jife working in Bedsey
Fields for thinking that this wes
the cenire of the universs as for
&5 horticultioe wos soaserned.

Delight

Personally, L[ probobly  Jest
migsed seslng the prestest dove of
Baceey, bt s Tecently =8 Wosld
War II it was sl ome of our
ﬂ{nwﬂwu..‘hpdmm
Fisids Lane to the hondreds

:

g

|
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History ol Evesham Horticultore

The rise of Badsey

Tiie s7omy of the rise of murket
surclemimg 1 Badszy s such s
Interesling Q¢ thint it wedll be pro-
jigable uo pabtsue ol in grewter degdl
Helare doing o, o bricl reference
13 e punern of developmens ol
Hengeworth will he mppropridle.
Iee old Beopgewori gardening
wound Cosipes’s Lape in poriicu-
lar, protably woes back as far oo
it of Eyvesham  ibself. 1mo iae
ciurkier part ol the ninsieenih coi-
ey e miovement wist Bad ak
reudy begaan,

When  Prospect Howse,  airw
kftowa 44 The Elm, was soid In
183wl almosi JE geres ol
Twnd nd —an infinity of tlml_hm
Tarm buildings B the ey, the
ielionesrs M1 smwied el s
sty with fhe view do profil
iwiight fae fusned o grest advace
Lighe, o @ prRer  porion L1
adipied to gardeners® growid
wernrodlion pasture,” THE -
diciles the fecding of the tne, The
rest of iestory of Prospee: House
angd Bengewonth gardening is ety
el Uie sy of Henry Ficdd ond
will e fold later, bal for (he
moment we e probaiEy juesiled
wi regurding Beageworlh s the
sbepymivs stone Lo Badeey, both peo-
graphically oud hisiorically,

That Dudsey wis alnsdy  alive
i ghe possibaliles of similar de-
volojsment is borse oul by b homd-
Bill af Ihe Eveam auetionesr,
Thos. Jarrest, whao sold a1 the
Woalpack Inn, Bengeworih, on
Augist |, TH2H, four o ug
Hudsey, One purticulur bol was an
“pxgebent close of arable land
5 hiph =aie ol cullivacon of 3 Ac
Y i 1 pe, well adapted Tor garden
yrowsd.”

Tlianks to infofmation Trom tle
Evgvliom Joernml fbes, hacked by
generaas dsdistanee from e Ruv,
P. Traby, of Hadsey, 1 am pow
able Lo picee the sory Logetler
with somewlinl groaker accirocy-

The Allotmenis and Srmalifend-
ings Associiion heid i fousth
conference an February 5, 860, ac
the Fanmors and Merchonte' Hull,
Eweshiuin. This issociotion, which
neemeed Lo tive hid strong Mild-
lumd - gonoeciions — |le. prealent
was Mr, Folin Fell, Mryor of
Lenmnnglon—had  previousiy  held
4 mealing in MNor honipion, At the
Eveshiam ssecting, o addition 10
cighicen  mporiant  persopiges
Irom (e coenty wrd district, were
atgtenn delognles liom Badsey, six
ffrom  Hroadway, and anc from
Eekimpion.

Familiar names

The Badeey  deicpation wis led
iy Thomos Hall and incladed his
sons, Charles and Owen Joseph
Hall, L., White, T. Mprdhall, Henry
Sewarl, G, Geden, H, Ceden, W,
CoMeit, J. Huartwell, 1, Crame, C.
Kowht, W, Koeight, R Keen, J
Eoaighi, snd W, Field. AN of thowe
mimny inive beeome Timillkar o s
ub cotinection widh Ihichaoy mrked
grduntny, ducing  dhe Jea i
Ry,

Flimpyin Plall was o shocmaken
Iy praelessbonn Azl al o fime gnn-
wlirgdl Temesetl o Tali-linse  mar-
ilevier, Mo wis hopie @l Dom bletop
aiid conne ti Waidsey ool | Rdd
afigi spenabivg o year nr sl
Astop Somery il Ve dicg b Dl
gl July BV, WP, b B U2l
wear, Owen Joseph IGHL w0
markes pertlener amd auered Fhs
Keen, o dungiver of Heory Keen,
ol Aldigplon. Tlenry Keen. was @
mirket pardensr umt huker and the
wiviger w00 ol Thomees Koo,
maller, i Ahkiingion:

Thomas Hall was in o ratlser
truculent mood b e mecting al

R. W. SIDWELL,

M.OH.

By

Evesham, bal e gives us i ol
fin= of the development of e
allaiment movement of Badsey. |
hope 1o Rl in many Durller details
later, but for the moemeni the ok
lowing b Lss rough sLery.
Thiring the period [R38 10 TR44
the chureh slizirs gt Wadsey were
in the Daads of the carate, the
Hew. T &, Grilliths, who wis o
son-ielaw of the ahsendee vicur,
e Row, Chardes  Bhilfoud, It
pppewrs Lhat sbout V&A1 same of
the glotse lud weas led ong insmll-
Im!d.lnq: ol oipe Lo bwo acres cuch
ot un merdsed rental. There T
sl b Bove been aboul ten gl
nal tenanly, whicl gives ome filca
af this arca of lond involved. It s
pomible that tids lend whs e
Sunals Lone, opposite e prosent
recreation  groumd.  This | Bater
passed fubo the hands of Christ
church, Oxford, Thomus Hall s
s Usak Tter on that “ihe College™
let oul S poros an simaiar ieems.
1t was some of Lhis thot Hull took.

\Was dismissed

A mwan nmed Bennelt abio ook
some But wis promptly dismissed
by his employer and Lokl that be
could not kave n bouse in ihs
yillage. Bennett weal (o Brosdway
where e (ook land But lues ee-
turned to Brfsey, L2King six nores
of land, heing by now o fulltime
markel gardener. He died loaving
LA Lo iy fomils srd the tand
was valoed ab EXM) higher thin
when he ook L We are not clear
whegher this £200 wus paid as ine
g Lo his family by the new
jernnt, or indeed whether the tand
remuined in the family eocupniion.

Mr. Briby otimiles  thae e
aren of plebe  land at Badoey
arpund Ure maddie of ihe losl cen-
hary would be obout 1O oores,
In 1he period 183235 thero wene
three loptnts onky. At some fame
during the period under review (he
whale of the ghebe lind apparemiy
passed Jnto gurden smallholdings,
fud dedalis of this are fncking, Tha
figgire of ten gennngs fn e orginol
aflimenits b provided by Thomos
Hall

Anoihor esiate come aln the
hands of specubatons on e deaih
ol the owaer. 1t wos bet st E3-Ed
por dere to small men. Hall states
that g land wes then sold at
large profe hecauss of s highe
rendal walve,

Anather young farmer becnme
Minancially pressed and deeided to
fet lin kwed. Thomas Hall foond
lenanis: .

Hall told the mesting that he
and hia soms pow aocupled I peres
of land. Only ons farmier was non
fefi i the purish and this Tarm
wis 0 Taosald 10 00 mai will:
plunity of moiey would cone o by
I dinal Jei i o simall lenonis, he,
Thomas Mall, woisdd gasraniee
Mgl beminis ae o peokiabie ao
The tedling of louses was essen
Wl Mle i ook waol colloges o)
Wigl, icv 1% per wock, b deoend
[bivigsgs ml LT Bee LK pur s

Fhdl gves the Tnllnwing Siguores
wlilch oy 0 fiay nl be jgcirs
wle, Thieee were W0 loyees it the
prermale ol Padsey and e sBotmeni
i, tw or fhree Toom vae e
itn sgmiee coses. Enchuling mion whie
Tred mssle the villnge heee were
ahioal 150 smlHuglders working
lnmf dn thee parkds §oam e ciér-
nin whether the 1erm S pirsh®™ =
pruastl o iy sty socirpde RETERLE
11 o mmeifLafe HERL 0 PEEm.
her o connueibsn will amikel
eariden developmend ot Rodsey it

i villape loes om e western edpe
ol Ahe parishe and  seme of s
earligst lantd nocupied sy smab-
Ialdings by Hadsey meen coriainky
lay in the parmhes of Aldbglon,
Wickhomford nnd Beagewarili. 1si
thi simse way, misch ol the gesbem
side of the pofish n worked by
men from Bredlorton,

Ralarming 1o ouf inceling, i
touch ol comcdy . sicms e bove
teen proviled by Herry Slowan,
whi iail thus when be woy o bay,
il e ek s Tormavr an ihe Gress
amal dich moy acarly gl e peak
off hils cap' he "got o cleut with o
alick." He wis promd 10 suy Lhat
Wi days were over. He was s
dependent and it was the allol-
meands Lt haod mode hiny o

I the ourly days ihese. wmuli-
Isoldings wouki he lorgely plaied
will: erops for lome conswmption,
siich ns wheal, beans, potutoes aid
wrnips, Thomas Hull makes refer-
ences (0 the “hacon on the wall,
the sack of foor on e looding
und  politoes  andes g seairs,”
Howewer, Lhe growing ol coops (ot
wlz would have stemmed Trom this
activity, Whh ihe chemphbe of the
Evesham  men o belons them B
would require ltle impgination to
switch over to garden crops,

Dy 1BSD tho e of Budeey Kpew
where ey wers gaing and it wis
fhe pore mackel giedening thot
waa the mam pitraction. Noyerthe-
less. wpprehensions nhoul the ex-
cessive cxmansion of markes gar-
dening wese fel? in many quariers.
Mr. Beard, the delegale from
Eckinpan, thooght there wn @

donger 5 (oo Sreat an expanmio
of sﬁ'dnﬂng and that smallhaldes
thould eoncenlrate en subsisieace
craps  for  winter  consumption
Ewti Joseph Musters, in = leiter to
the Evedfiam Jourmal (Februnry 15,
VB30, was soncerred Lhot marker
- paodening should mow be overdane.
He felt tho ghe smollholding:
showld e Jer ot on agricolursl
Temt and mol ab the enhmneed
mnrkst parden values, The crops
grown should be for bome eon-
wussption, This wonld have meany |
the comtimumnce, Indefirdiely, of
part-time sfotments. Tt s 1o the
grent credit of the Bodssy ploneors
thot they divregaridsd 3 Wikt
ings.
Incidenizlly, the Mt “morkee
gordenes™ 10 by go decribed in
the porish records was George
Addis in 180, This ogrees chosely
with tbe first Hemgewarth record,
thnt of Hole in 1867 dinformntion
kindly supplied by Mrs. Trippass.
of Henpewerth Viezrgel

Population

Perbpps the real force of this
smn{l market gardening movemet
ni Badsey &5 best shown by the
popalation figures of the perioc,
whick [ guote from Guul's “Flis-
tory of Worcesicrshire  Agricul-
fure't (pp, $435.6), Taklnyg the nghre- ©
gute populotions of six farming
parishes novile of Perilore el
comparing them with Badsey aml
‘Bretforton wo fave (e follawing,
figires.

Ahberion, Flyford Flovel, Fly.
ford Grufton., MNuunlan  Hesw-
clamp. Mosily Mddie, Uptan Suads.-
hury: 1079 CER31L 207 (14713,
1048 (PROL),  HOR  (1910), Ten
(15311,

fngsey: 350 (18511 487 (1871
FTE DRS00 02T 1R L Res
191,

Bestlortan: 875 (IRSE), nog
CIHTTY, 520 (1800 ), GRE CA90LD, Toan
(AL H

Iln my ol ariicle | sugmesiod
thint | lsd Juse midssed seeing s
prepesl  adoys ol Badsey. M,
Arihur K;;- g%{ml the otker
dny it I L e grontos
doys of Badsey were before the
s World Wor, Looking of il
phove ligures | think (et Mr,

© Keen B odgll. | missed ihe

dnys by o bigger murgin thn | g
Wicuglie]
& K. W. SIDWELL. 194




The story of Vale horticulture

g sA

A delicacy known te
the Romans . .

50 Fal our approach to ke s
tory of Evesham horticuliure
har besn from the standpoint of
pocpie and places. 11 s obvious
from comments mads 1o ma
recently by u number of people
that there is an interest in the his-
tory of some of the more im-
portunt  crops I the  Wale
Aspiragus will be imken as iha
First. of these,

Mozt writers  on  asparsgos
during the lost 150 vears oF w0
mike reference 1o the fugt thal
Cang the Eider foo 200 BC wing
Farnilier with the erap und that
Pliny,. in. the first century A.D
recorded that a8t Ruavenna, wherg
ihe wis  groswn Eo @ high
standurd of perfection, three slicks
have ‘been known to weigh uny-
thing from 14 oz ko | b, {vary-
tag with the uuther concerned.
repeat the liformation here i
order (o mamntain  the Lroditionl)
There seerms lintle doubt that the
Romuns prew and gie 1sparagus,

Wild asparapus

Wild usparagus grows in o Fow
places around the codst of Britain,
but §i |s a different Forme fram the
variety coltivibed wmd IE B proc-
licaelly certaim thal the coltiviied
varicty. did not erise by direct
[selection from the Hritish wild

Grm. )
Fuller {* Worthiez of England,”

ORIGINS OF ASPARAGUS

By R. W. SIDWELL, n.o.

asparagize wis broughl ovér From
Figlland in the &R century and
thi this miarks the modern period
of s cultivatlon in this country,
It 1 Ao thought thut. the
Huguenats, taking reluge hers ar
the end of the 17th century,
pluyed a big Furl in extanding the
cultewption of espuripes m o the
London eréwm.

Riclurd Bradlev. in b * New
Improvements of  Flaoting  and
Gurdening,'” " 1721,  refers 1o
wsparagus as bringing great profit
tor the gardeners near London,

During  the  |Bth  cenlury,
dspuraguy prowing extended cop-
siderubl| i the lLonAdan orea
south of e Thumes,  Mortliske,
Barjersen. Deptford and Gravesend
all hecame fumous for asparngus
and il gave their mimes to sup-
posed  Iocul  sfrains, “The eurly
writers refer to ™ rod toppod ' and
“green topped 7 owspurigus  The
so-gilled “red ™ is what we today
wouald call * purple” Maost com-
Imerzial strivins were of this type.

A fow noles on the methods of
eiiltivaticn in the eéarly days muy
be of inferest. It s never pasy 1o
be sure  that recommenditions
rmade by a particular suthor reall
i=flect the curment pruciice of his
lime. So maony popular writers
then. as now, wrote books by
copying one apother or by simply

rehashing  somecne  elie’s work,
often o work In & foreign lan-
* guige.  Thers s howewer, close
agresment betwesn Richard
Brudley and John Abercrombis,
whose- “ Every Man His Own
Gardener *  wis- first  published
about 1700, This luter work rmin
through many editions und was o
squres of mformation [or many
suthors for the next hundred years,
The pressnl writer's copy. is the
215t edition of [818 but it is. in
g, lirgle :.'mmggd fromm the first
edition. It can reparded as in-
dicotive ol 18th century practice.

Planting method

The method of planting was 1o
mark out beds 4% Ftowide oo the
fiut. Four fows of planis were
plonted, sturting % in. fram the
udpe: and allowing 1 fL hetwesn
rows, The plante were planted
10 in-12 in. apart in the row.
Alleys 2 fo. wide were allowed
between  the tﬁ:ds. Bmaduﬁg
onions were isdally grown on 1
beds for the first year, Alleys wers
dug out in the aulumn wnd citting
commenced  three  years  after
although  Ahercrombie
thinks® that four years * should
clagme  before full cufting takes

ce. Cutfing finished. as with us,
round the third wesk of June.

l?f'L

16621 i of the oppinion that

4. —
With  good mepgEement &8 bed
woukd ba kept ut for ien to
twelve years: ! |

Some time later, in the 1%th
century, thre= rowe to 3 bed be- |
cums & more commonly Bcospded |

practice and this has been fol-
lawed in private gordens right up
lev the presept tima, In fpel, we
cun say  thal  Abercrambie's
miethods hive chinged very fitile

indecet in privale gardens.  ‘What |

hig !Im-ppen&_:ll 5 thut privats
ardens oivink  esparigis have
become fewer qnd fowsr.
Lowdop, w * Encyrlopuedia
of Gardening " was published - in
tHI4, relies  lurpely on  Aber-
crambic, but ke mik= a few
interesting observalione, inciuding
recommendations for e area re-
ELUII‘cd o provide for the needs of
the heuschold. He snggesis’ that in
the lurger houses one-cighth part
of the  kitchen garden is ofien
devoled (o this crop, although i
s pot grawn al all by cotlagers.
Abororombie™s figures far yield
of asparapus are difficull 10 com-
pare with modern siendards. He
supgpeans that [ive sgoare poles of
ground fone 32pd port of un perel
yield ot lenst 120 buds daily in the
seisan. IF we ellow for sixty cut-
tinkk days. we arrive at 5 yield of
something ke 2000 * hundreds ™

of mparagus per anoum. One sus- 1

pects that a 1ol of sproe would be
produced with such closs planting.

Diirect sowing

One of the earliest suthors o |
call uttention 1o the advaninges of |
Ern-w|n,5 in 1:|:ng|= rows was Walter
Mizol, in hiz ~ Forcing. Fruit and
Kitchen Gurdener™ [TE09) Nivol
was A sound practical gardener. He
sdvocated sowing the crop in igs
final position in singie rows 3 It
fo 4 L agicrt, thinning aut the seed-
]:ngs e 5 in-h in. BECIOE. He econ-
sidered that the edvinioge from
having mo {ransplinting check wis
very great. U0is doubtiul if Mical's
igen Found much suppart, although
other authors did advise direct
zurxrl; on three snd four row

For information on the acreage
ol  aspursgus  prown  arsund
Londen at |he end of the 18th
mul.ula*. we  ure  Indebied o
Futrick Medll who contributed na
articls  on _ horficaliure  in  the
Edinburgh Encychops early in
the I'%h century. The ligures are:
B weres ot Mortluke and B0 aeres |
of one holding alope at Deptford.

It. b wunforlunnte  that the |
Minktry of Agrculture Bulletin
Mo, B0, ™ Asparagus ©  [1932),
should quote Rhind (7 The Vope-
table KJngdnm:." 165571 o evidence
of the acreage of uspuragus in lhe
Merilake #nd Deptiord areas fn.
the middle of the 15h esntury.
Rhirsd relice almost cntleely on
Meill and  Abercrombic for  his
infarmation and this upplizs to
half o century aurlier,

The cultivation af AEpEIrapus ol
Evesharn  will  be  considered
agiinst thin background in the ne)
articles.

& R, W. SIDWELL, 1962
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‘I‘HE Minlstry  af  Agriculiore

Bulltetin on Asporagus Growing

fakes referance to the growing of
the crop an the “anchent” market -
gardens of Eveshom, bot stuies
{hot the medern period begnn with
Inmes Myatt bringlng crowns frem
Cambermell in 1 agnd with
Arthur Jones, whe first planted at
Badsey in 1860, This stnterent,
alilhespl it conlains some gECMS
of trath, 14 miclanding o sy the
leant. Arihur Joned was noi born
until 1963 snd it wos his father.
Joseph Jones, who probobly frst

plonied osparngis at Badsey. This
may have been somewhere zboot
1860, byt esuld have beeo later.
The reference to  the macient
market gardens at Evesham comn-
jures up pictures of monks in Aow-
ing robes tolling over their aspam-

gue beds, In fact, these “ncient™
pardens were Bourishing during the ’
70 or mote yeurs Jmmediaicly
prior (o 1B50. Fe Are many ree
ferences to 1hid crop being grown
commercinily st Bvesham doring
thie perfod. As with markst garden-
ing geneeally, thers was o nreat
expansion [oilowing the coming of
the railwnys in [R5, but paparagns
was already thers and had been
{or & very long time.

E. A B. Barnard 5 not oflen
wery helpful to vs in horticaltwral
matters, but he has provided a very
ipeful referencs for us on this sub-
Ject. A letter from an Evesham

Durlng the Tast war, ouldoor
cocumbern were grown—sometimaes
with gread success—by market

merd In the Yale of Evesham.
Has uny grower got ony sccornde |
information s o yields of this |
wrop, particulorly peak yields? Wa |
all kmow that when vires is severe |
the yields might be almost oil, bot |
I balieve thot the maximum potens |
fiml yiekd i very high. I

would be welcome,

writer [n the “Morning Chronicle"
of August 30, 1782, speaks of the
fieilure of many crops that year in
this "Eden of England.” The writer
stutes that "not above Oty bushels
of cucumbers have been picked |
this season; whereas, in soms years
ona hupdred thomsand bushels, =t
feast, are exported to the diffsrent
neighbouring counties” He men-
tiom Birminghem, Worwick, Hen:
ley, Woresster, Bewdley, Kidder-
mingier, Coampden, Mozeton-in=
Marsh, Wincheombe, Gloueester,
Chipping MNorton and Onford =s
piaces oormaily sepplied, ™ . . .
andy [ the osparges seqsor, Bath
amd Bristel « < +

Caut mentions that James Bigg.
& Worceater  seedsman,  offere
“some exceedingly fine roots of the
Large Green Hatlerses asparagis™
inJ"J‘DE. ! i

1t saw several flats of aspars)

in Ewesham in IW.E—M'HMF:‘[
commercinl prodoctidn,

—— e —— WE ————

Champion, 1830

The Vals of Evesham Hortleol-
tural Snl:hlf, established in March,
1527, wos [or some Weort EDCOUEF-
sged by an anounl gilt of & slves
meda! from ibe Loodon Horticol-
yoral Society. In 1830, this medal
was awarded to Mr. Anthony Mew,
of Bvesham, for his fine apecimena
of asparagus exhibited al shows of
the Sceisty In ihis and previous
yenrs, end for his communications
ta tha Socisty of Improvements in
ils enltivation, Jo 1833, the Society
divided ths =sperages cluss inlo
two gections, ong Tor red niparagus
and oue for gresn. 1t b interesting
to note that fo 1840 esparngos
bestle was gren, apparently for the
first tme.

Louden, In his faraus “Encyclos

paeia” (1B24) mentinns asparagua

and cucumbers b grown &
Evasham for the Birmlogham mar-

ket N

In 1856 (Qaut quoted ageind -
two Bvesham gacdeners mads ®
bet of two soversigns as 10 which
eould duce the heaviest hun-
dred. result was: John Huxley
204 1o, Joseph Grove 15§ b

we need maore evidenee then

thig to prove that aSpardgos Wea
an established etop o Evecaham,
before tho middle of last centuryT

Perhaps the most lnl.nuhﬁ
thing sbout the establishmeat
asparapus in the Vaic of Evesham
j& mot the foot that it was growm
here st an carly dote, but that &t
some time it ccpeed 16 be growm o0
the lighter eofl and became estab:
fixhed ns o cloy lgnd crop. It i€
probably the only place in the
worid wherg it s grown commers
cialiy on such soils This change-
over on 1o the heavier sofls moy
have colncided with the shifting of
the crop to the Hengeworth sod
Badszy aread.

Single row beds
The Minlstry of Agricultyre
Bulletin mentioned gy thit
towards the =nd of the lmst cens
tery Mr, Acthur Jooes, of Badeey,
evolved a methad of umn'tﬂ&

peparagns in tidges which :n:l;lti.u
the- hegin-

a single mow oniy. 1 am ﬁ

comviored that this wig
Tha ate

ning of the single row bed
wie. L. 1. Jones, son of
Mr, Arthur Jones, feils me thi
his father certalnly plented asperas

s in single row beds al Bower's

ill mt the turn the century. |
Mr, Willinm A, Griffin, of Mdlnm[
mn.whn!-mnnd%n.mu

| mo that most of the LIPRTAZUS

| pround. Badssy Iﬁ in slngle rnwl
beds by mbout !

’ mmrm.iu! :ulh.'ar?l mm‘ﬁ:.'
are so few that It i largely & m

| of conjecture ns to wrifh: methods
were usad In the Vaie during the
18th century, but we xuld give u/
lot to sen Anthony “New's mm—l
munimﬁrn;uénmmu Evashem Hor-!

uitura ¥

Has anyone gob Roy {nl'-urma.ﬂnu!
that throws light on the early eul
tivation of sparagus in Eveshem?
Contrlbution woald bs welcome.

1 should Hke 1o neknowledge the
wasistanes glven by Messoh. W, A
Oriffin mné L. 3. Jones, and In par-|
tlcalar to Mr. C. W. T. Huddy snd|
his stzff of the Evesham Publle)
Library, who are Ty help=t
ing with these articles fo & voriety |

. of ways.
% B w. SIDWELL, 192



16  Evoham fewmal & Four Shires Adveriler, Apell 13, 1381

Asparagus in the Vale ot Evesham in the
twentieth century

EFORE proceeting lwshicr with
the hidory of Evebum amqan-
goie | osould dke woswrecl an
errat g e baae sniche 1 had given
Elk e lh.Ill- s M:dp -‘:-11&
108 TApricultae 1 fhe Comeiy
Worener™ VIERT and relied
lisgely m Gauls yuitatmn relec-

miEg W “wreornd Bl of s pira s
beirig agem 1y the 'hﬂldm
Like Gixnl, | Fusd asssannd thas tho
rebereed 40 the mathet comaznirs
for aspursgni, A closer weading of
Pz, Nowever, seveals ub ke wne
the term “Mal™ for oun oapes el
grounil pocupied hy a rrop o,
after speaking of Maly of daputagss,
e ewnpom (bul menmbers e
Bl “grows im larps Babs in ihe
excloyuney worth of Cvestam™

Long evaliished
M. Hisddy has abse rermendad ma
thay Archur Young m lux “Sis

At 1nur throogh e sarts of
wh," pok L. I'|"-|EI. mikes
Telersnee In aparapiy at Eveihn
a fare dab | have since serified Al
B gy o 1y LonkEnLiEm
Al psanipus has a long aksocme
tien with Eves haniculizee,

which |k enmlmury 0 the vews ex.

wed i mmverad  wall - Chien
mh Bl poblicaliees  Dereem
el

Tarning now W the reu| usbiee
of Ueg article. wi caneod do Botier
TRar gan witk 3 nowe foam a car
i 18 |k Kveshipm Joural
Al Aspet IR 1900 The oo
pondesd sized that asparees had

Al W8 may amd el ey

Tl b0 be il into e bank. ‘Tak-
g ihe oon 31| rownd—i was e
wearth meech.” ihe writer congimie;
“Talking shewt oiparagus. an eld
Tt uy iRk b knews of
et e |anied foe 31 opears
and petenhly soe of gur peaders
Tnaw. of mill nider hedy,
“The average lengih oF o bed's
itz . MEAn o e shon
hall ghis With Faviturable AR
2 Fed will Lur for (welve BERIL
Ba dery of mhich ars sadulsle
for catsne. Seme pengly believs in
u shocer |ife

Narrrise hegs
UBy ihe war, the obd wids bady
aemm e be goisg quse pen ol
Taxian, m'ﬁ,‘“ The aspmraga ut
the preent finig being planiel i
mlr.rw el i o
Wk wery e ™ £
abaiy referenie m“h-e wrap, doe i)
shutin that the idgs 1)
il wen oo as loeg = ey wed do

Enm i Bave hies maren Tnasi

the eu?’fﬂu quiuhremlnulqihu filg
A s b Lilg lahn Hall wha,
on bewng il |'I|-4 a:lmr:zuu it

O [anl 0% long 36 3] gaed I =
marked. n bl sl Hreforives
;:ul:& "Me, eml W mu ihals’ ™
nwcidr, ihern: m probubly sme
truth in the nooen, "
There iv little doukd ihat e first
Bvparige plunteil on b eus) snle
il Evitaliam ey it rm.mll_uml it
Thare
wonld sl be-u goikld iz o fhre
I the i and e wonlg Al e
Aararised if f produssd- . ol
Slandied ol saparapm. There In
w0 wiskely ol heligl thay ]
magurdgan 16 plandind o second e
& the yame land, even afior i Lise
ol severad vears, s BEWIT iy
Baceeplul av e fewm dime Mg

rh:ul e e k l.:: m
un Ahis wohioel, hut W w
n:mhr a m hml ks
aommoaly. el
Ll

vigw el

wol al ihe dunge-
le 30 ninghe hedy, &
Is ol inserest du note i the 2
nf Myabi's nsparigus wan agili Ij:Lh;
=aed- b OFfenhem  arounsd =
Adam Haowiey remesnhery this e
ing m the g ot raw
by This athln wwipht 10°the view,
wwhach | bave ipssd @ oim earSer
artickes, thel Mpai probinly did
wil miuke A m"?'"‘ﬁ o
il Eﬂ'\ﬂni at Evesham.
The thal e usel weee
noobably ikebr o Cambiwes],
Dwr medein Ewetham  micliiods
w2 Bt e from ibe vk of the
iraddinnal Evesham gooveery thome
el

Lavge senls
We e i anformanon an jka
acrgipe ol samaragay o Evesham
at g turn of the ceniey, Many
al the kimer prowens wors il in-
merestee) B e oo, ond soime e
Fined wn Tar beeady yeass or
mrd, bun i did mot lend el o
ther mellinds,  Falsly Inrp&:‘rdln
plasiing amall growess @ apd-
watzl !!h:n advortisomen) of &
B it seven wcres ol ganiey
B, Inchndi three agres ol
EEPANEUL. A at liretfories in
lanusiy P00 The lergest ,\tn-.uI:
A L vide OF Faésham on g ungls
my  wid probalsy  that  of
lossre . Slewart and Soes, whe
Il slezan aoves in 1927, Siwari's
i ghosc dlays weere il a zmall
frm: nnil dies deerdod 1hai 1he oy
¢ prespeelly did not e Dsvagh
ARmIragu,

Tke [ousting of Liolelon asd
Hadsny Cirowers i 190B wib 3n
ank af some sportance Toe fhe
g oo, As M on T
Tecoeind, aanarapus phiyed 4 hig
Wil in kecning the pocisey peERg
m by erly guys,

In PES The Vale el Ewoahuii

pur  Lmwan®  Assoousiog
vt faried wy @ mon-frading -
g—'ﬂnﬂlﬂl te scgeed  che u:ln;

aram Show, whic

e o Tﬂw heew functioning
it shomg 923 Thy AnLre:
lary ws Mir, AR e Wil
el reisnily,

= the
avar from

Erﬂl'.'.l'rln'ﬂﬂﬂh

Fromi ehe outset, the Assiéialion
brnperaed seqy elngely with the
Cuninty Mwmri Bl and wiiy
h!ﬂl-l n.ml.nn“ nur:m.-h !-:-:'nn--uf

(R MuLh oxpeamonid
wurk mm_uu!__i_ Uha ekl
dbvs undor My, Hinjyem's n-rrﬂ'-
-hr‘:w. Irmfuikedf 1uﬂ§ LLIFTTES
o BraEmeiiive siiall growersag
L= Knight Jahn Hali. Ralom R
Sl and by Foley, dmong
wthers. by 1917, the vemme nl (he
unmail sww . wan changed Troaj
Mhiden 2 Evmetiam Towiy Hall 2o
e Asiocistion toafiniel on hold
annial shormy i) Ure pgibreal af
War

Duiting the war, the: Aseiativon
Orpermsed wiles of asparcksn in g

ol Evesham Hospanl, Shiews were
reiumdd. afies the wur.

Tle Assoostion  cofchara ol
elosely wilh ke Biinegry af Apr-
cultarn i 155 winm e Myl
Mark Scieme Jor acpatigee wos
Tatinehed. The catoame af shey was

WA i 1RI of unc o
monl by Liftloten. aaald
Elﬂsq Gromers [, The Minitcy
madde 4 wrazt of [HR o neeed or-
Tain covls meurrml jn Conmwion
with this experamental schamn, The
Asgaragus mank wihs 0 b eflofL
AboUL &) grower, willy adout 75
aces af aiparafus parlripiked j=
the seliome.

In FRIE. e ssparipus ponl wis
shanideted. [ eannot di beiler than
guole e, Binyos™ own o
“Unlarkanaioly, the exiry expemar
ol soriing, grading  and - tping
mitiflaed up the grta P [
weived, and growers sirangly obe
retel B0 Cpaving far Ehis work,

et dawe wolunsardy by their
whveg aml dsphlers” The ponl
ol mever satered for o wory lirge

History of
Evesham
Harticulturs
By R. W. SIDWELL
proportianof the tosel coop-of the
distebet and i i dawhefal 4 il ever

Fal Cwvary  mssr koo satafvmp Lhe
witk=i af i woomsors. In view of
thia. if b usloriusans  tha The
Ministry of  Apricaloee . Buictin
i, b iha edition of 1845, speuk
al she LB wsimrapus poal or
2l being 18 enistence.

Mariers
mkn  has calwayi

Covenl G
[aken the beilk of Evasham assurs-
un 1inee ihe davs od expuksion bn
the fans 15th camtury. Chate o loe
af thiy has gasmsd shrg ph he Eves-
M wncton morkels amd & good
laght oy
oy
aganli who were fae-
RINETAESY  prowers thesm:
sl n recen) year, i i eyn-
e thiat gt 10 per crat of (ks
srap has bodm purchnied an eoa-
fract for FIOGETaL
I the  Assasapus Bulerin f
b':-ﬁ.:rlrwglﬂnm muluzanm he
ale 13 bail U] e BT,
This wis  arobubsl

MR far IBe Fadt fat mush of i
F SNRETAEE i aciuay groven
o Wickhamleed parisli, Rr wien il
he weryp difedly o arrive o
e qm-mufdn;_ LU TERE Er e
the aiber male narithes wom e b
Fmchisearer the prohehis fopie
e there in Birle dowht 1ge fhe
total wonld ne heve heen Tous than
LEO By the ke 19%w 3 deeline
Hadl B2t inand e posfion ar tha
outheerk of war was ihit same
prowars weic finding other cropn
T g ok e
L] War Aptical-
Hurml T leey of W, s

wnil Gloscoviersdere apeed gliat
gromeis shoudd Be sllowed da plem
4P LD TF porcEnt-of any Laperagen
grubt=d, Con o pppicaries e
s, Tncfacl we v few enck apali-
mb=ne wire misaly und pol glE ol
tbose whee i apply  wantcd s
lunt the masimus abowed, He-
F.a.l.ﬂ.; of plonting  permit:  ware
vty few nnd thess sgre made oo
pound II_n.'!;hrm:.ul 'gmunm. Il was
rather fovibeite for e aypra
| mask of Fhe :I‘.'w‘:f
m  Horlealora! Sub.comireies
IWABRLC) mrpresenitives £ fem
BEPUIHEUN Prodoceip patiches were,
in T4, merbars of thie AnpnTages
AT EemnTies, Mevertns-
beas. althoweh (5e crop was wewed
with e preatzst symmihy by she
anhesifion, (he sereaps dockned
wery wharpdy in the wur vears.

Small petern

The seazes for 4is decling ware
shwdmiy. Mary olher erepn pasd
wch hetes for the lubesr caimled
In Bimes of bad nriess, ane coud
alwait gol something For. i s
amd. alitouph o omean) a1 of
Mard ook, ihere was almest &
guarnnkscd, even ihough 3 smal,
melurs. Many other crops may b
Been wnsaleatls But nal s dsparas
Bt In war-lime. enyising would
rell sl wrparagun become one of
Bax hugowst

Tina latest picsure we aves of the |
=run s ong o sE furihes dezlyes
I# agreape l= 1250, dlio offlcwad s
aEE, 00w shwn sepaateiy o |Be
June Aeharms, war 41 Tar Warcey |
terihire, Amod all of s woald
fuse keen urisd  Evesham T:ul
Vatn lelor, an 1908, Wi eao g |
o0 looper held fand alyce i e
couslios OF Hrduin, fovwi sl
thut SuTolk s 471 ucres agamal
Wargesicrshirns 371 Even thrgw
ing Glowsrsicrshire's. 10 acres und
Warwikahine's & in, o iy ApPdTenl
Ul mnpardpys oy iy bas [
shialnw al i farmar mpostamcs.

AUF fimesiy, which musl havg
52 firemier posslion in avsarar-

Eav - pedustion  Tor oot et 60
¥eara, has new shipped Int secong
nbiure amd 5% by no meamy warg af
haldisg cven thit, Tie b WHisars,
wha are presated o opal m tha
werk, aod wlio Wil ke & ande in
miAntuming Weir eraditunaily. hack
Slanihires. Les cerrainly making phe
DEYL Bl Lar il mamy ae
m‘i_nn o dngier ways of earning
& living.

Weaill have dhe smarasun Tand
amil, even now, e colibd. peohahly
tepuiz e ol the lost pround
Evelam griwers oo (e prersie
pige in asmirpusgrawmp - b
Ing mway Lrom the truditinng)
meikads of the eld Loodan mackris
pardemers  whei  ihoy  Fepliced.
The Evesbam  msthnds were far
Bhead of fhose éervent asybern
Elr al hal fme smd the srward of
r=lorpriee  wan  jusdy wen bue

e
Uy she-end of thy war, (he aen Bad
Lallen ta areend 300 aies, At thi
fidne. e Avputimay . Assocido
Fprsiched the Minssry nith ze-
Bard Bn. aasimtance n malling vhe
btk omcde feE agaan, & com-
MIEe way s up b R el i
Enection of beds i cuc, witls 2 view
I propsigasng  from i
Mralie A wabsioetinl guamity of
Fead wan tha praduced. which was
0o prewens temigh LAUG.
Wark wm wpacipg was carvied
w Lu:h'rlnptm qg- Iater oe. lopp-
:ﬂ?whm.ﬂr ;mk n.u‘: 1‘I‘ur'|n! -I:
L | cpztahl EREAFE]
Halion gt Weblessaurne, Wy D,
Maigh und miy r=am.

Mr Adom Huwlew, tho bas Tor
Finy vezry been ooz of the maiss
sars of thr crop n A disny i ha
tuhpesated closty. with ibg Wiellee

A work and ol el
tHlEE e manuss Eris

Las |
ieled by ghe LA AS,

Defies resgaroh
It I no reflection ou the ercels
Yo teima 07 expcrimeritg wocker
0wy ghae, moamte of gl Re
2Maris. itk rea) Gandaments] s
RIesin Ny hess mods in ASpATAELE
Tﬁ‘ﬂ\'& ity during the [ast mﬂllil':
HOn waome s have defied |
PSSirch workers Mew fnapciides
1w glon tertor neiral of srara
U% Baesle, Machanisation ks been
o bt theet things nre
MErely the wdnpntian af neatesials
1 nelbads arigimally deveinmed
oF Ofher parpesas. fy o verr dou'nt-
fm jr Wieldy amil gealicy e amw
l‘_:lilh. il jlr
TE 3,

':'Lﬂllalhnumg I3
b iealer boeaketraugh in
wosnich in thix cean reeardnd by

I].'l"l-lb! wf.-:'l'\\:ll
Dr, Halgh's wark &
pecueds, I will he

__am“'l "lﬂrlivrn.

thal uere e n TR ure
RO M B T N S i
nid The I Spretubale 30 ghe
futare. We amm sumposed (6 be
teating wih the past.

Mo fortunes

The whals aiparapoy wiery qi
. M omay Bl Se aummed ip
b daping B0 no kiegn Eorone

YEC e byon made (ram Lhe
crof, Bul L bas Balped 10 provsde
w Iu-mi._uul NINTCHIES 3 very poog
living. for the Hard-warkinp mnall
Frowar an the cluy land. If w e
lon mWeh 1o way kel Eredham
weisld  pevey hnﬁ maintimed it
:'_J.I'r tanad mllh-li ings wrere 1L oy
ar SMErapon. The aceaps now
M ﬁl—?«k in &g ll-qun“n; ol 1he
19305 hemue ANTTIAE Wi The
aRemadive 10 erdinary vepstanin

S

Whes our soveng Hirlg L
al the e 195 came, m
tive .t vmlihhl w\uuinI: AL T
A3para gl Bul 4 joa o “iee pamp
oF is fome neighbouning facieny,
Those who Wiie femised hase
done 5o Because it is & way' of life
sl rewards thay cannol be mes-
sured arma o pesinds, shillings
and pence, We saline hess men w5
nne salutey the last survivors af g

Rreat vacs; bul che abary a8 @ rathar
sadl ane.

Acknew lelpmen s

In adéthion 1o the many growess
and cithigds wha are tan NS yus
to mestcn, | shauld like m thapk
Menr. Vicar Smith and 7. F
Telfs. of Limicion  amd  [adway
Gromers Lol and Messsy, Adzm
Horwley and B A Jolfs, Fretidom
il secreiary rosmcciively of the
Vile af Eiedham FRATE i
Growen' Asshciaison.




