


OLD COTTAGE GADEN FLOWERS

The flower of the
?donn

By R. W. S-idweﬂ

The Madonna Lily
(Lilium candidum) can
fairly claim to be the
oldest cultivated decora-
tive plant in the Western
world; it seems to have
been grown by the ear-
liest civilisations of the
Eastern Mediterranean
and was probably
brought to England by
the Romans. : :

The texm ‘'decorative”
must not, however, be taken
toa lHterally for, like so
many other early cultiya-
ted plants, it was credited
with healing powers. Ag
late as the mid-18th cen-
tury we find the following
" recommendations d{or its

use:—

“The roots contain the
preatest Virtue; thev are
excellent mixed in Pultices,
to apply to Swellings, The
Flowets possess the same
Virtue also, being emollient
and good against Pain)” It
is #lse recorded- that the
plant was used to treat
carns. _

i The name “Madonna Lily™"
is a late-19th century appel-
lation. It was long spoken
of ‘as Lilium album, the
White Lily. For centuries
it was accepted as a sym-
bol of pority. Medieval
paintings show maidens
holding the Hower as evi-
dence of their virginity.

Today there can be no
flower more worthy of the
name - “ cottage garden
fiower " than the Madonna
Lily., Tt is seen at its best
on the high lime clays of
the Cotswolds and the
Lower Lias hélt, Fashion-
able zardens pgrow the
modern  hybrid lilies but
none of them surpasses this
oldest cultivated species in
sheer beauty. |
_But this is not the only
lily grown in gardens be-
fore 1700, Parkinson lists

some eight or nine species,
with several variations of
some of them. The Marta-
eon Lily, or Turk’™s Cap,
grows wild in some of the
southern counties of Eng-
land, but this is probablv

The Madonna Lily
copied with due reverence
from a drawimg by
Leonardo da Vinci, ¢. 1479,

the resalt of escaping from
cultivation. It has certainly
been grown in England for
many centuries,

Many relatives the
Tuik's Cap, with their
characterstic  turned-back
perianth, have been knowmn
from early times. Parkin-
son's Lilium rubrum byzan-
tinum, the Red Martagon
of Constantinople, is - the
lily. we now call.L. Chalca-
donicum, In the 17th cen-
tury it ssems to have been
very common but is much
less so today. It is still
possible tp purchase bulbs
pf the true species. Lilinm
pomponiom, the Early Red
Martagon, Is like a small
version of the lastmen-
tioned species. It is mative
to the Maritima Alps and
was in caoltivation in ‘Bri-
tain by the mnearly 17th
century but is npw .rarely
szen and is not easy to gh-
tain. It was probably never
vety common in gardens.

Lilinra pyrenatcum, , an-
other spacies that has be-
comps maturalised in parts
of Britain, is a tough, rather
nasty-smelling lily., As our
ancestors attached myuch
value to scent it has mever
enjoyed the popularity of
the more sweetly-scented

of

a,' |

45, when-we think of garden

- Parkinson and ‘has

lilies bur it has survived
and is still found as a cof-
tage garden plant. )

A surprising Dpame 1o
Parkinson's list is that of
the Canadian Martagon, L.
canadense, Surprising, that

plants of this period as
coming from Eurgpe, Asia
and Morth Africa. L. cana-
denge was one of the first
Morth American plants [o
veach Europe, having been
brought to France- in 1535
and to England by 1620 if
not earlier. As Parkiuscm_'s-
“Paradisi”™ was. published 1o
1629 it was probably one
»f his most recent acquusi-
tlons. However, it can
never have been a common
plant in ordinary gg:dens‘

- The samg cannot be said
of the Orange Lily with its
erect Howers in a com-
pressed . raceme, almost
amounting to ‘an wmbel
This is Liliwm aureum of
since
been variomsly . called L.
auraptiacum, L. croegum
and iz now correctly known

as L. bulbiferum croceum.
It s a 'variable species
about which botanists have
disagreed as far as nomen-
clature is concerned. The,
various forms are found
wild 'in FEastern, Central,
and Southern FEurope. It
probably ranks fext to the
Madonna Lily as a candi-

date for inclusion In our.

list, Neveartheless, it is not
easy to obtain the true
species today. Most of the
lilias of this group, with
the veregt flowers, har

Japanese blood in the

They are a little grande

than the European species,
but not necessarily of
sounder constitntion.

An aura of grandeur al-
ways seems to have sor-
rounded the lilv. Tt has
never been. a commonplace
plant. This is as true today
as ever it was. They have
often been called ths “aris-
toerats of our gardens.”
Among the great mass of
modern egarden plants no
plant is more deserving of
this title thap the Madonna
Lily iteelf.
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OLD COTTAGE GARDEN FLOWERS: 3

Buttercups and daisies

Some gatden plants
are native, some exotic
—1 use the word

“exotic” in its original
sense 45 meaning “com-
ing from abread.”

For two cenburies or
miore-it meant just that to
gardeners and it was an
. averyday word with them.
Tt eventually came to be
applied especially to bot-
| house plants from tropical
countries. Now, of course,
it is & veogue word used
to describe something a bit
special, Such s the .dsbase-
ment of euf linguage,

Many early garden plants
were sefections opade over
centuries by patient cultva-
tors of common. native
planits, Soem of these salec-
tioms. may have originated
in other European countries
whare the plant was also
native, but, as far as we
are congernad, they were
derivad from our native
planis. .

One of the commonest
characters sgught by the
carly plant develppgrs was
that of doubling. In most
plants, doubling is brought
about by the stamens being
converted into petals. This
is the doubling we kuow
in the rose and caruztion.
With daigies the doubling
iz due o the short cornllas
of the diso {lorets lieing
enlarged Lo resemble those
of the Tay florets. This ig
the doubling we know i
the chryvsanthemum.

Double, forms of many
common planis weré pro-
dueed over the centuries
and there was much discus-
sion as fo whether doubles
could be producaed by cul-

tural mndipulations. Bogos:

dlaims to do so were Com-
mon, In fact the only way
to achleve doubling was to
wateh carefully for a ten-
dency towards petaloid sta-
mens and save seed from
sueh plants. -

The common field daisy
(Bellis perennis) prodoced
double fomms some centur-
teg ago and it became a
cammen, and prebably
rammonplace,  plant  in
Tudar times, It would Have
heen one of the most fre-
quently osed plants in knot
gardens.

The dopble daisy has
staved with os through the
centuries. Its status has not
risen but its wvalue has oot
diminished. as anvane who
has seen the use of moedsrn
strains ‘in The Old Garden
at Hideote will appreciate.

Several native buttercups
have produced double
forms which have consider-
able aarden merj). Tha

By R. W. Sidwell

Fair Maids of France (top)
and Turban lhmmmluﬁ._

‘double field botrercup
(Renunculus acris) s still
found i  gardens where
‘such things are appreciated.
The creeping buttercup (R,
repens)  however, is too
rampant & weed to be
tolerated in most zardens
even in its double form,
The best of the donble
native buttercwps is derived
from R. Bulbosus. This is
a1 charming litcle: plant and
strictly pon-invasive, It iy
prebable thar all of the
above douhle forms were
in English surdens. before
1700, )

The little white<flawered
European species, R
Aconitifolinsg: has produced
one of the most abtbractiye
of all double flowers: the
tightly packed petals form
a regular little button of
a flower wather like a pom-
on ¢ahlia, This is said to
ave been brought over by
Husgtienot settlers in theé
16th centnry.. The popular
name  “Falr  Maids of
Francs" seems particolarly
appropyiate, 1 regard it as
one pf the most attractive
Howers 1 grow.

But if we seek slamour
amont the buttercups we
must turn to R. Asiaticus,
This is the flowet of which
the dry roots, Inoking like
clusters of witherad fingers,
can be bought from garden
shops. Thev are much. less
common now fthan even a
few yeate ago. This plant
camg from the Levant
1596 and the vavious forms
have been known: as Tur-

key, Persian or Turban
Ranunculus,  When it
reached England it had

already some centuries of
cultural “improvement”
behind jr, Tt had alteady
been dowbled, .

During the 17th .century
the ranunculus progressed
mpidly antl it rose o the
rank of a majur forist’s
flowar, only excecded in

importanee by Lhe gama-
tign, tulip and possibly the
hyacinth.

Gardeners of the 18th
century gave it VIP treae-
ment. There are recommen-
dations {or the complute
removal of the top twe {eet
of sgil and replacing ir
with special comppst i
order 40 mest the exacting
needs of this. flower, Fhilip
Miller, in the mddie of
the century, sives elaborale
Jnstructions  for  covering
with mats to greteot from
heavy rain O the heat of
the «Uh.

By the end ol thar cen-
tory, speblalist orowers
were oifeling many named
varieties, Loudon, writing
In 1624, tells wus that in
1793 a grower named’ Mad-
dock listed aver 800 warie-
ties. This Zrower claimsd
that there wefe more Varie-
ties of ranuopculus than of
any  ather flower. Named
varieties were propagdtad
vesetatively and Maddock
ahserved  that a  varleiy
would last 20 to 25 vears,

In &l probability  the
degeneration was duve 1D
vitus, '

It is recorded that 140

ngmed varicties wore
iexhibited ar the Cambndec

Florists  Society, in 1875,

About 200 differear elusses,

hased on eelour and anark-

ings, ware found o he

sehedules of the leadiay

shews o the 19th centun,
,rs’ In a flower root lis of

11_3-?. Flanagan and Nut-
timg, of Mansion House
Strest, London, offered
chpice named  varieles at
E£ZL0s per 100, Other less
select stralns were [IrosToss
sivply  chenper  wunil we
reach the bottem ar Bs. per
Y, Decidedly "™t
ardimpive.” And Ut 15 prah-
ably “vin ordinuire” that
our present strals woanid
dppidr il we could vornpurs
them with the select [ormis
of 130 years ago.

The  colours
ranunculuys  ars |
Today they go from whi
through pink to i
and from yelow
orange ti searlet. Iy Tormer
dawys, orey, purple  and
poffesseoloured forms wors
desenibed, i

By the end of the 19%0
centiury the popuiariy Of
the [lower was  wimine.
FEven  anowil  lilting  and
replanting did got prevent
degenetittion ol stocks. 1
terest  shifted o othar
plants as fashions clianyedl.

For a fime o (his cell
tury, the rminunculus had
some populayipy ay a come
mercial cut flowen, grawm
A% anemones  oop ETAWT,
often under cloches.
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OLD COTTAGE GARDEN FLOWERS—

he daffodils

By R. W.

The family Amarylli-
dacage is distinguished
among petalloid Mono-
cotyledens Dby having
six stamens and, typic-
ally, an inferior ovary;
the flowers are borne on
leafless scapes, and are
usually vegular.

- This little snipper of

Iatanical taxonomy provi-

des as good an SXcuse as

any for bringing daftodils,
| snowdrops and spnowflakes |
| together in this series on

old cottage garden flewers,

The cenus narcissus, @0 \
which the dafindll belonss. |
is almaost w'i;l;?lly cb:ﬁned s
tor Europe, Notrh Afrjca . _— 5
and  Western Asia, al- 8RS JHCE van” sion, ‘
though some species ars GIU.N tolmahicus plahts. |
found  as far away as w;s first r;]clo?fie-cf ii? 1620 |
}'i:’upain. The . gfﬁt majarity  ong s still with uvs, How-
of the species are comcen-  Coor “most of our present- 1
trated in  the Mediter- g0 'vaijeties are of recent
a'a(‘?uelddn 513;“111 ar_:es bgn'd introduction for the narcis-

Y8 BeL siis has been the subject
ﬁx_'m!able to rﬂht :%I'dest Civi-  Lf intensive breeding dur-
fﬁi‘g‘_‘.’dﬂs el aht ared.  ins this century, Most of
1y TidE Sseem o EIV‘E ari- the woriginal species are
sen naturally some centur-  oieiheless to be found
leRiBROy, . in the collections of spec-

In Britain we have two o
nafive species — the ordi- i
nary common wild daffo- The common snowdrap,
dil, N. pseudo~-narcissus, Galanthus mivalis, is doubt-
and the Tenby daffodil, N.  fully nadve but it has been
ovallaris. The latter is dis- naturalised in many parts
tinguished by it paler of the Severn Valley for
colour and its distinctly  centuries and must haye
six-lobed trumpet, Naitura-  been cultivated from eanly
lised in many places and  times. Parkinson calied it
included in our flora for  Leucojum bulbosum — the
at least a <century is N bulbous violet, The mname
biflorus, the Primrose a little later in the 17th
Peerless. This: is a short.  “snowdrop” came into use
cup type, usually with two century. It i unlikely that
flowers on a stem, It is any <of the plants men-
thought to 'be a hybrid rioned by Shakegpeare are
between N. poeticus and intended to refer to this
the commaon daffodil. flower.

The earliest cultivated
deffodi's in Britain  were The smowd orps are
thergfore part native and mostly mative of Southern
part introdwced. By the Euorpe and Asia Minor,
late 16th century imany  1here are many local war-
varieties wefe in coltiva-  iations of the common
tion and more Lthan 70 spowdrap and, addition
varieties were listed by 1@ these, about a dozen
Parkinson in 1629, The of so distinct species are
bunch flowered typbe had  known, some with a very
much of the hlood-of N. limited natural range of
tazetta in them. The poet- dlﬁ'tﬂ.b'_ut-l'oﬂ. M'Ost‘ai: thess
jcus types were i Britain were introduced into the
by Parkinson's time but it  #atdems of Britain in the
is doubtful if those early 1%th cenfury., Snowdrops
forms exist there today. feday dre something of a
The so-called Old Pheasant cult. Specialist growers are
Eve of cottage gardens is @t gfeat pains to point out
N. recurvus, introduced in  the subtle differenves
the eatly 19th century. tetween the related forms:

The chief parent of the In . Parkinscn's time the
trumpet daffodils is N. his- genus  leucojum included
panicus, which sesms to  both snowdrops and snow-
have been in Britain by flakes. Today it is re-
1576. Thig a larzer plant stricted fo the latter, The
id 11 respects than our position is, however, com-

Sidwell
plicated by the use of the
name ‘leucoium” for the

stock gillofiower, the plant
we now call just *stock.’
It is difficult to understand
how such widely differing

plant came to receive ithe

same name,

The commonest of tha
stowtlakes is L. aestrivum,
known @s the summer
snowflake but actually
flowering  in the Jate
gpring, This is occasionally
found wild in south-east
Ensland and is considered
Otherwise it is found in
indigenons in  that areas,
cenlral and southern

Eurgpe. This plant is at
hame ©on moist, heavy
¢lays and ‘has always been
garden plant, Few people
regarded as rather a wild
seem to have bhean in-
terested in breeding
improved forms although
there is a wvariety with
slightly larger flowers
known a8 Graveiye var, It
presumablly originated at
William Robinsen's zarden
at Gravetye Manar,

The spring snowflake, L.
vernum, has been with us
for centuries but has never
become common and is
now marely seen. This
dlowers with the snowdrops
and is mmek more “snow-
dirop like™ than the coarser
summer sriowflake.

Still rarer is the autumn

fiowerinng  snowflaks, L.
autumnale, This was in
cultivation in  Britein in
the early 17th cenrury, It |
is native of the Iberian
peninsula and North Africa
and is npt fully kardy in
Buitain. The delicate pink
flowers are produced in
September/October and are
followed  immediately by
the leaves. Tt has always
been a plant for the
spﬁcia-if(rsnt;'.
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Old cottage garden flowers

The lobelias

By R. W. Sidwell

It is perhaps stretch-
ing the definition of old
cottage garden plants Lo
include the lobelias This
is not because they
were not in cultivation
in Britain in early times
— several species were
grown in the 17th cen-
tury — but because they
were probably confined
tg the physic gardens
rather than the ordi-
nary gardens of th time.

There are twe native
species of lobelia. One, L.
dortmannaz, 1s found in the
Lake District where it
grows in  shallow waler
with its Mowering stems
rising ahove water level. |
remember first finding it
spme 40 years aga. The
olher, mich rarver, is L.
urens which is a worthy
occupant of the .madern
bog garden, although rar-
oly seen. Neither of these
species can be regarded as
being of importance in our
gardens at any time and it
is the introduections [rom
abroad thal made the
genus importanlt te gar-
deners.

Lobelia cardinalis
appears to have becn the
first arrival. I can now pic-
fure readers visualising
the familiar tall, red-lea-
ved lobelia so popular with
disecerning plantsmen. 1
miust hagten to change Ltho
i:_icLure'. The red-leaved
phelias are later introduc-
tions. Some may have a bit
ol cardinalis blood in them
but the chiel parent is L.
fulgens, which came from
Mexico around 1810, We
will return Lo the Lrue L.
cardinalis, This is a green-
leaved plant, a little
shorter than the red-leaved
hybrids and [owering a
little earlier. The flowers
are somewhat smaller. Al-
though it is now a com-
paratively rare planl in
cultivation, it is in many

ways a betler planl than®

the popular forms. In the
first place it is much har-
dier, for its native home is
North America where it
almost reaehes the
Cunadian border. A second
point of importance is that
it prows stiffly upright
without staking.

There seems 1o be some
dispule as to when L. car-
dinalis was introduced lo
Britain, Some authorities
say that it was inlroduced
by John Tradescant the

syphilis. An

Younger in 16837. This was
on his first visil to North
America. There 15, how-
ever, no doubl in the
present wriler's mind thal
Lhe **Prachellum Ameri-
caunum sin Cardinalis
plants’ of Parkinson is
this plant. This puls its
introduction back before
1629 and those authorities
wha give 1626 as the dale
of its introduclion would
seem Lo be the more aceur-
ale.

A little later, around
1665, came L. syphilitica.
This again isa fairly hardy
plapt and one that seeds
itself readily when ance in-
troduced. The 1ypieal form
has blue flowers but while
forms frecuently ecrop up
or lhe strains [ have seen,
The specific name “syphi-
litiea" eomes fram a sup-
posed use for the cure of
idea gained
currency that it was used
by the American Indians
for this purpese. Crilical
studies, nowever, failed to
confirm ils valve.

The lobelias arc all mare
or less poisonous, some
very much so. One speeies,
L. inflata. alse from North
America, was at one Lime
in the British Pharmace-
pala. It has properties akin
io nicotin. _

The little biue bedding
lobella came from South
Africa in 1752, With the
rise of Vieteriun [ormal
hedding in the 19th ren-
tury, this lobelia won a
place which it has held up
to the present day. The orl-
ginal plant was a spra-
wling perennial and com-
pact forms were produced
by eareful selection. The
trailing lebélia still has its
uses for hanging baskets
and vases.

The wide distribulion of
the genus 1s illustrated by
L. tenuior from Western
Australia. This is a blue-
flowered species,
oceasionally seen as a pol
plant. It has [lowers of
about Lwice the size of the
bedding lobelia, on ereect
growing plants aboul nine
inches high, It i5 one of Lthe
most atlraclive members
of the genus and deserves
to be more widely grown.

One of the most
poisonous of Lhe lobelias,
and very much a plant of
the botanical gardens, Is L.
tupa. This i5 a tall species
from Chile. reaching six
feet or more in height,
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The other gilloflowers

In an earlier article I
stated that from around
the 15th century to the
18th century the gillo-
flower or gilliflower was

the earnation. I also
stated that the name,
with qualifying adjec-

tives, was also applied
to several other plants.
It is now time tg con-
sider these.

First, the Quean’s Gillo-
flower which we know
today as Swest Rocket
(Hesperis matrenalis) and
which has also been known
as Dame’s Violet. This
plant is native to Cantral
and Eastern FEurope and
Asia north of the Hima-
lagas but it has been so
leng caltivated that it has
become naturalised in many
cother places., For this rea-
son it has been included
in "most British floras for
at least a century,

Although ft must have
been widelv grown in the
16th century, it does net
appear to have been men-
tioned by Shakespeare but
this aupthor did not venture
very far afield in the plant
world and is often more

noteworthy for the plants
he omits than for those
he includes.

A double form of the
Swest Rocket is said to
have been brought over hy
Huguenot refugees in the
late 1&th century and
double forms were widely
gtown feor the next three
centuries hut, as thev were
sterile, they had to he pro-
pagated from cuttings.
Double rockets wetre still
to be found until a few
vears ago but T do not
know where thev can be
ohtained today, Their con-
stitution became 5o weak
that it was difficult to keep
them alive.

The Stock Gilloflower is
the plant we now call
Qrock’, with =uch qualifica-
tions as ‘Ten-Week' or
‘Brompton’. They are
derived  from Matthicla
incana, a native of South-
orn Europe and maturalised
on parts of the south coast
of Britain. In the wild, and
in the Brompton form, it

By R. W.

is a shortdived woody per-
ennial but the modern
strains are mostly annuals,
Double forms were in
cultivation by the l6th cen-
tury but, unlike so many
other doubles flowers, they
could be prepagated from

seed, The actual double
stocks are quite sterile
and produce no seed but

it was found that cértain
strains of singles produced
50 per cent doubles and
these were justly prized.
The reasom for this beha-
viour i€ a simple genetical
one which we will not go
info in datail. By making
use of less simple genetical
processes, madern breeders
have been able to produce
100 per cent diouble stocks,
but this is a 20th century
development. _

The delicious perfume of
the stack has endeared it
to centuriés of gardeners,
The older shrubby forms
must have been commoen
cottage garden flowers for
many years. The herbalists
found a use for the Howears
and in the mid-18th cen-
tury we read that an oint-
ment made by boiling them
in hog's lard is excellent

Sidwell

On the Jeft a double wall-
flower (Harpur Crewe); tight,
Sweet Rocket and, centre,
double stocks.

known, the best forms had
to be prepared from cut-
tings.

_ As the centuries passed,
imprgved strains of singles
appeared and
slowly  passed

into  the

tha doubles

background, Jate in the
19th century the Rev. Har-
bur  Crewe saved from
extinclion a little double
wallilower of excellerit con-.
Stitution and of a bright
yellow coleur. This is sti|]
with us and is one of my
most treasured plants. It is
a4 sub-shrubby  perennial
wihich gets a it Straggly
aiter about three vears but
is easily propagated {from
cuftings. Its peak flowering
perind is in the spring but,
an fact, it is soldom  with-
out flowers and today —
December 20 — still has
a few flowers on it.

For some. years 1 strug-
gled with angther old
double variety, Blaody
Warrior, but this proved to
be of such poor constitu-
tion ‘that it was difficult
to keep it alive, ler alone

get it to flower, I doubt
it it now exists,
In the 1920s. seed of

Double German Wallflowers
could still be bounght bot
the strains were poor and
= singles eventuaily
replaced them completelw,
They iare the muost popular
of spring bedding plants.

for sore nipples.

Qddly enough, the name
Leucojum album persisted
in herbals for the ‘White
Stock Julv Flower' for cen-
turies. There is no doubt
that this is the plant we
Ar¢ mow considering,
Today, of course, the genus
leucojum is that of the
snow%]-a:k-e-s, refidtives of the
snowdrops and daffodils.

1 hawve left until last the
plamt we now call the Gilli-
flower, This is the Wall-
flower (Chejranthus gheiri),
Tn earlier days it was the
wzll  Gilliflower, Scent is
once again a feature of
note, as with all ghe gillo-
flowers.

Double wallflowers
appeared by the early 17th
century and possibly ear-
lier. They are mentionad by
Parkinson in 1629, Tt is
almost cemain  that these
doubles would have been
valued, as were the double
forms of stocks, but the
plant behaved differently
genetically. Although
strains producing some
doubles from were

1
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A variety of perfumes

By R. W. Sidwell

For many centuries
perfume has been ap-
preciated by man. Be-
fore the days of bottled
perfumes, bought over
the shop counter, plant
flowers and foliage pro-
vided the chief source
of such pleasures.

The name “herh” came
to be applied t{o plants

whose leaves or stems (less
irequently other parts) had
for flavouring, for
medicine or just for smell-
ing nice. The latter group,
which were called aromatic,

of strewing herbs, are the
suhject of .t-his article in

the sories.

Many of these plants
were shrubhy rather than
herbaceous and were there-
fore not herbs in  the
boranical sense. But herbs
they were to those who
used them,

The lavender probably
accupies top place among
perfumed plants, Some peo-
ple have claimed, without

155

comvincing  evidence, that
this plant was in England
it Roman times. Other

suthorities give 1568 as the
garliest authentic record, It
s, howewver, almost centain
that it was here before that
date, It is probably mnative
to the Mediterranean, but
it may have come fram
tarther east, Although there
is some evifence of occa-
sional  medicingl use for
sonthing troubled stemachs.
it is as the source of oil
af lavender for perfumery
that it is best known and
in still zrown on a large
soale commercially for this
purpose.

Lavender hedges were a
feature of Tudor gardens
and many gardens since,
Lavender was used to form
the knots of koot gardens
along with hyssop, cotton
lavender and other things
before box finally took over
in the 17th century.

A plant whose foliage
emits l2ss of a perfume and
more of a smell is the cot-
ton  lavender, Santoline
chamaecyparissus, This
makes a close textured grey
hedge when closely clipped
and such cdlippings would
have been used for strew-
ing
in tme past. [If left
unclipped it bears its yel-
low, button-like flowers in
untidy profusion. 1 like it
better this way, but in 16th
century gardens it would

doubtless have heen trimly
managed and flower-less. It
is often so treated in
modern herb gardens and
it still ranks as one of the
best dwarf hedges if
properly managed.

The smell of cotton
lavender is fresh but not
“sweet." It is not so strong
as to be overbearing which
is more than one can say

for rue, Ruta graveolens,
Seldem  can  this  specific
epithet have been more

aptly applied. Opinions dif-
fer as to how unpleasant
smelling rpe is. Some peo-
ple like it, Others thiok
it offensive. Others say that
they can enjoy it in mild
doses at a distance.

For many years it was
used to ward off the pla-
gue, The philosophy behind
this was simple. What one
is unmaware of does not
exist. Plague and pestilence
wereé associated with evil

$melling, unsanitary condi-
tions, Hide the smell and
the danger goes. What bet-
ter than rue for doing this?

Today pue is a very
attractive blue-grey foliage
~“plant, much used in

modern shrub plantings. No
other dwarf evergreen
shruh comhbinrs such
attractive colour with such
distinctive form
and the plant is very much
“in'" at the present time.

The artemesias contain
plants of wvarying aromas
and considerable beauty of
foliage. Southernwood, of
old man, Artemesia abre-
tanum has a most pleasant
smelling foliage, and was
usad for strewmg and for
placing in Imen drawers
along with lavender and
other such things.

A lirtle less
wormwood, A. ahsinthium.
This is the zbsinthe used
for flavouring the drink of
that name,

The commaon name deri-
ves from [tz extensive use
against intetnal roundworm
and threadworm parasites
of man, The active ingre-
dient is a substance called
santonin and it was long
inclnded in  the British
Pharmacopoeia  for  this
purpose. The commercial
product was obtained from
a closely related species
collected in Turkestan and
parts of India. Tt is danger-
ous if used im excess. It
has often bheen suggested
that absinthe has harmful
effects not connected with
its alcohol content. Perhaps
there is some truth in this,

We now use wormwood
for its attractive silver grey
folinge, Some years ago
Margery Fish selected a
very good form which she

sweet i§

of foliage

From the left: Lavender, Rue
and Wormwood.

named “Lambrock Silver."
This is the [orm most coms=
monly met with in modern
nurseries.

For delicate sweetness of
perfume that s different,
sweet cecily is high on the
list. The Latin name Myrr-
his oderata is appropriate.
Altheugh snmetimes cailled
myrhh is it not the mprreh
of the Bible.

Sweet cecily is an umbel-
lifer, related to the com-
mon hedge papsley, but ir
is a bolder plant with
beautiful filigree foliage
and large wmbels of white
flowers. It is a native plant,
found on the westsrn side
of Britain; =od it has a
long histery of cultivaticn.
71 past times it was olten
eaien raw in salads. For
my part [ prefer its smell

1o its taste. There is 2
larzz  group at Hideote,
effectively maturalised i

the aread known as Weston-
DirTt.
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The hellebores

For centunes sheve
has been confusion over
the nomenclature of the
plants popularly known
as “hellibores’ — there
arg two o quoile  distingt
groups of  plants to
which ‘the name has
been applied.

One of thess 5 v2lated
s th iy, the othes
The buttercup. 1L is the la-
er  uroup  that is  best-
Enown  cadayv. We  wiil,
however, take the lillaceouy
falleberes first, These
helany to the Zenus vera-
b,

Veraroun allbum i nanve
tw Curepe and Asfa and
wiz niraduced t9 Britain
Byoabous 15948, It was the
aouree of liellsbhor; powdar,
lsed as a0 (nsecticide Imzu
toe  oeesent  century.  The
Tl o relrly poisonais
Tvut rhe ey arapEr-

.

rgs of huliebose  powder
quickly disappesr after jr
is applied, o ther food
plants may be daten a day
Uit twa luter,

V. nigrum s fuund in
Southern Lurope and Asia
and was grown v Britain
Py fhe ke I6th centlmy.
Alpouglt having  stmitar
firoperties to the above, it

dnzs not appedsr to lave
Peen  used 1o the same

pMIEHT A3 an ecnnomis
plant.

V. wimde iy foymd wild
i MNorth America and
ippears to have been used
‘ot wcenturies by dhe native
|adisns 05 a sadative, b
WEHS Aar ane time gificigl
it the British and Tinitad
Srates Pharmdeapoeiis, The
popular  nemes of  white,
nlaek and green hellebores,
applied respectively o the
ahove thyee Specles, ure, af
coutse, rmEnslacons of the
Latin and  refer 1o fhe
solaur of the flewars,

By R. W. Sidwell

The wveratrums sre &l

starely piants, four to sy

feet high, not showy Wy ihe
populr  Sense, ur of
{ncregsing  interest  roday,
when plant form _is appre-
slared as ranel 25 5 Ble-
tant colour.

The touz hellebores
balong to ftle penus helle-
borus: Two species, H. fae-
1idus, the hearsfoot, and H.
viridis. the areen helidhore.
iz found wild jn Briin
byl some authorities enn-
stdar them to -have been
mnproducad at an early’ date.
H, niger. nhe ®ack helle-

bore or Chnstmas FRose
cams  te Britmin from
Spoutherm Europe in rthe
loth century, )

Like the veratrums, the
true hellebores are very poi-
songus and they  have
found a plage in medicine
s powerful  pursatives.
They are, however, danger-
oue  plants to  expariment
with and rheir medicina
uge jardly  surtvived the
19th century,

As with ahe  verarpams,
the present interest in form
rathier [lun colour gy fed

{Comtinired on Pagze 25

Continued from page 14
to a great dnersase  In
appreciation of the hetle-
vores. They are vogue
plants and the best forms
are much sought after by
cOnnnissents,

For many years the most
pooular species was H.
niger, whose fowers, by
the way, are - white, not
black Some finz forms of
this  exist, Unfortunatsly
the [lowers are easily dam-
aged by bad weather unless
given some protection. For
this reason rhe taller H.
orientalis, with  flowers
ranging from white fo pur-
ple, wsually with green
shading, is a more uvseful
aarden plant.

The mest brilliant greens
found in flowers mav be
seen in the hellebores. H.
viridis s among the best
but cycloephyvllus, -argutifo-
lius and lividos are also
of great heanty.

Hyhrids, bath  patural
and man-made, abound in
this zenvs ‘and many new
introductions have been
made dutring the last cem-
tury,

The hellebores, thereinre,
are all plants that were ori.
ginally zrown for medicinad
nurpdses bot have now won
g firm place as decorstive
plants
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The hyacinths

By R. W Sidwell

Spring flowering bulbs
have been popular gar-
den plants from earliest
times.

The Mediterranean
cduntries are particularly
rich n wild g¢pecies and
many ©f these wouold have
been cultlvated by the early
civilisations of the area.

Hyacinthus orientalis, the
parent of our garden hya-
clnth, is a native of Asia
Miooy. the Balkan Penin-
sula and neighbouring
countries. The garliest
recotd of culuivation in the
West Is in the botanical
garden of Padoa arpund
the mid-16th century but
it was cerrainly cultivared
in Turkev belore that date.
It seems ¢to hgve heen well-
koown in Holland a few
vears later and may have
reached England as early
as 1561, Tt was cemainly
well-known to English gar-
deners by the end of the
Loth century,

The sarliest eolours seem
to hive besn whiie, pink
and blue. The ecreamy vel-
low form 15 xaid to have
come  from  Russin much
later. The wild form is no
longer in cul:ivation, which
is rather sopprising consi-
derinz how much interest
there is in wild species.
Many collecrers have
worked in Turkey in recent
yea~s and a great number
of wild bulbeus plangs have
been  introduced. Tt is
possible thar it was always
rape i1 the wild but T have
nit  ahrained ponfirmation
ot 1his,

As with other bulbous
plants, the wain cenire for
develdpment was Holland.,
Dophle forms  were pro-
duced bv 1613.

Owver the nest century or
so, the heacinth zot heavier
and srodagier ungl ir

Hyacinthus orientalis, of
the ®arly 17th century.

hecome that most inelegant

plant  we  havd  today.
Neventheless, the perfume
was always a redeeming
fearure and for planting
panterres and formal gzar.
dens few spring flowers
could equal it,

Although the hyacinth
mwas never the subject of
specultiion as was the

tulip, it had its moments,
and in the 18th century
prices reached as much as
£200 per bulh.

The discavry that it was
the most uvirable of all
hulbs for {arcing into early
flower added a new in-
terest. During the 18th cen-

tury the greenlouss
evolyed, and ioterest in
bulb-foreing increased
steadilv, right up to the
present centurv. Hyacinths
became a popular bulb for
the cottage window and the
novelly of growing them in
specially-designed glasses
filled with water was an
addivional inferest.

The doubles losr faveur
with the passing of yedrs

and today the preference
is decidedly with the
singles.

Not all of the hvacinths
of the early wiriters were
H. orientalis. The plume,
or fearher hymcinth, then
known as H, comosus, but
which we now call Muscari
comosum, was in  English
mrdens by the end of the
16th century. This is re-
markakle for the tuft of
sterile flowers at whe top
of the racems. In the form
monstrosum, all of the
flowers are sterile and are
replaced by punpie feathery
plumes, Other species of
museari were 2lso known
as hvacipths in the 1&th
and 17uh centuries.

The
bluehell

common  Enalish
wag ar ohe time
put in the wenus [hyacin-
thus. Tt was latar moved
the seillas befora {inding its
ing its present place in the
genus endvmion.

A olose relative ol onr
bluebell is Endvmion (or
Scilla), hispanicus. the

Spanish  bleebell. Thiz s
larger thap the common
bluebell with wider, onen

flowers, Several colour vor-
iants are kmown in the
blug. pink and whitz ranage
but they are not far
removed from the wild
tvipe. Its  intreduction (90
English zardens datez from
abeoat 1683,

It 75 interesting ¢o pon-
der over whar makas @
plan: ths =abject of ‘nien-

sive breeding and selection,
The commen hyacinth was
changed almost out of
reconition when pompared
with rhe wild type. Yet the
Spanish  bluebell remains
much as it was. Was there
original genetic instability
in the hyacinth? Qr was
It just an acoident that én-
abled the hvacinth to cap-
ture the imaginaion of the
cacly plant selectors? Time
and time again., when we
examine the origing of our
aarden plapts, we find that
enormous €fforts are put
into breeding from a cer-
tain  species  while  other
vary  similar species are
neglected. There seems no
jnzical explanation.




“gilloflower,

Old cottage garden flowers

Gil

By R. W. Sidwell

The  carnation, or

was  the
supreme flower of early
post-medieval times and
the unchallenged queen
of our gardens for two
centuries or more—but
its origins fay much far-
ther back.

Toe wild Dianthus carvo-
pbyllus is still found in the
South of France, Tt has a
simple five-petalled flower
of a pinkish mauve colour
and. of course, a delicious
perfume, Tts cuoltivation is
probably as old as the early
Mediterranean civilisation.
It was certainlv grown by
the Romans at the be-
ginning ofr the Chyistian
era.

There is a srory that the
wild form was introduced
to Britain by the N.ormans,
either by accident o inten-
tion, and that it became
naturalised around soms of
the Norman castles. Tt is
reputed to have been found
growing at Rochester Castle
as recently as 1874, bur
whether this can be
accepted as proof of con-
tinned occupation for 800
vedars IS open to question.
The cuoltivated forms cer-
tainlv arrived much later
but they seem to hove been
here bv the mid-14th cen-
turv, Chaucer’s “clove gilo-
fre” was undoubtedly this
flower,

The origin of the name.
which has been wvariouslv
spelt gillyflower. gilloflower.
gillyvore. gelv floure, jully-
flower, julyflower and so

Wi
U
Riag

Carnations, from a draw-

ing of the mid-17th cen-
Tary. .
on, has been disputed. It
has Dbeen popularly  sup-

posed that it is a corrup-
tion i the last-mentioned
name, for fuly is the peak
month of {flowering. but
scholars favour an original
throngh the French ‘giro-
fle,”” the clove. The spicy,
clove-like scent has alwass
been noted by writers, .
The name “gilloflower™
came ais¢ to be applied
to other lfowers of some-
what similar scent, The
stock was “the Stock gilla-

flower.,” the sweer rocket
(Hesperis) was “the
Queen’s gillowfloer,” and

the wallflower “the Waull
gilloflower.,” Tn terms of
scent, the last name seems
the least appropriate, ver
this is the plant to which
the mname gillvflower bas
been exclusively applied ' n

oflowers

recenr times, The above-
names are from Parkinson's
‘Paradisi” (1629).

The cultivated wvarieties

of the carnatiols came
from various Eutrapean
countries, especially Hol-

land, Germany and France,
Nicholas Lete, a prominent

london merchant trading
with various European
countries and e Levanr,

is credited with introducing
the first vellow carnation
to Britain. This was grown
by Gerard in the Iate 16th
century.

Before that. we have an
indication of the esteem in
which the «carnation was
held. The famous painting
af Anne of Cleves, which
s said t have mislad
Henry  VIfl. shows the
primeess  with a  posy  wof
carnations, Might she not,
with equal justification
have been ¢alled Anne of
Cloves?

By the =2nd of the 17th
century, about 360 varie-
ties, mostiy from Flandess
amd rhe Netherlands, woere
in cultvation. We now see
the warious tvpes emerging
and being placed in distinet

groups. There werg selfs
(flowers aof one caloud),
flakes (white ar vellow
with darker  feathering),
bizarres (pale <round
colour with. markings ~ of
two 0pr more colours) and
picotees (white or yvellow
with clearle defined mar-

ginal markings),

The wild form «f carna-
tion had notched of
toothed outer margins o
the petals. During the [8&th
contury this ghapacter was

(Continued on Page i7)



(Continued ' from Page 16)

slowly eliminated, to pro-
duce smooth-edged petals,
This character was deve-
loped ¢o the full in the
19th century when raisers
took great pri<e in the pers
fectly flat flower with regu-
lar overlapping petals
slightly concave near the
margin. This was the per-
feot border carnation, The
colour range extended from
soft greys to purple, from
pale pink to e richest
crimson, There were yel-
fows and apricots and a
great variety of colour
combinations, The delicacy
and ‘subtlety of some of
the Ccolouring hgs hardly
ever been approached by
any other flower, But high
breeding had weakened
their opnstitution and ‘the
border carnation had now
become an  indoor plant,
cosseted like a dalicate
child, in order to produce
bleoms of perfect show
guality. )

It wius at this time that
a mew developiment over.
took the carnation. Thers
agcutred in France a1 new
race with a repeat flower-
ing habit. Some anthoritics
think that the original mav
have been n existence us
early as 1750, but 1830 is
accepted as the dare of
introduation of whe figst of
this new cace, It was char-
acterised by a  diffevent
habit of growth which wsea
bushy ar “tree-like.' 1t hag
beer suggested that it may
have resulted from 2 cross
with the Chinese Pink
Dianthus Chinensis,

This new type was
amported into America in
1832  and  after  further
breeding work, became
known as the American ar
Tree carnation. This is the
perpetual carnatien of
today, It is the carnation
of ?ﬁc florists’ shops and
wedding buttonholes. It is
never out of flower, It is
a [Fctory-produced com-
mercial flower, sgrown to
parfection by specialists.

But let us return to the
bordar  garnation.  After
1850 it suffered a decling,
but by the Jate 19th ¢en-
tury there was renewed in-
terest, Tames Denglas, and
Iater Montagne Allwood,
did much to re-establish
the plant #s an outdoor
flower and by the 19208
it was again in favoor with
specinlist niorseries, catering
- for @ substantial demgdnd.
Since the Second world
war, popularity has
declined sharply and this
exquisite flower that once

dio minaded the summer
flower shows is mow rarely
seel in gardens.

The: pink, based on the
wild Dianthus plumarius,
has always been the poor
ralation of the ecarnation.
Duyinz ithe presant century
we have ssen it used in
crossing with varlous types
of carnations to produce
new strains of excellent
garden plants. To some
extent they made good the
loss of the border carnatien
proper but thev can never
match it in colour tpnge,
perfection of farm ar sheer
aristocratic excellence.
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Old cottage |
garden
flowers

By R. W. Sidwell

Since  writing  soame
rether  eriticn] ™ articles
about the plunt content
of cerinin pardens which
claim to be histaricatly
accurate replicas vf some
thrze ‘or four hondred
Y¥eass ago, the guestion
hog been put fo mat
Wit sott of  plams
walld have been erown
e these sardend?™, and,
454 supplementary, glhis-
tan: " Ara they still avail-
abie?"

“To the Brst question, the
usswer s a lane one which
we wiil attemipt o answer
thiting the conting months,

To the szcand. the ooswer
s n qualified “yes T
qualification s that some old
garden forms hase buen bos
Wit the species  and ory
stmilar forms are still mostly
with s, )
To  gldbarate my  eriff-
civing, 1 would mentfon Kirhw
Mall in Northampionshics
whees  much  emphugis g
Placed on (he accuracy with
which the origina) 7rh cen-
tiry marden hoe heen pes
instatell, Thete is no douhe
that the paths, and prokafily
hedges, are in their ariginnl
pasition, But {5 that enongh?
Similur  eritigisms ean  hg
rrade af The krot sardens ot
Steatfard - upon - Avon and
Himptan Caurl, The answar
ane gets i6 thut i s poe
cluimad. that the planting is
Hiktarisn]ly ‘aeourale—otly
the garden. As i the glinis
did nnk comstitute ghe gac-
derl ar wore merely supple-
muntary to i,

Fowill not mersue this theme

i to tall abent these ald
Bowery, nder Wy sime which
were certainly ot avaifable,
I hawve st o Pavndary  ling
at the yenr 1700,

Fibst, the rose. in middition
to the nutivo species, (here
were severil toses-of hybrid
arigin probably  raied In
Lranes, yod aka same Asdan
inecles,  in culfivation n
Heitum iy the 16th century,
bt ffey were 4 lang wuy
[ the modern rose: Tn
fuct, Kitte rose-breading was
done wntil the (9t c2ntiry
When the Fremeh  bresdels
took e rowe  soriousdy i
hand, “Enplish  brecden it
viey Nl Fas the tome gnil
the prespnp ceplury,  Tlow
strange that we shald 1hink
of the rose s an spspreniatly
Enplish flowsr. Even the ol
shiritle mimes; no Fashionable
tinkiy, are not virs ol Fuyw
apteidste BR00, With a4 phat
that Tins advines] & ey,
50 yeare d= o long time and
o= of ot age mualify e
bl pardon roses, '

The. sweet pen is anotler
modern: orehtion. The it
form vizw in Hritgin iy’ the
beginning af the 1534 copitiry
Ut I was (ble myore: g
n bn_rqr_:i:o} Rardlen specigign
atll L370, ami the moodern
W pen By 2R centigs
P,

The ddalilin was loag cul-
| tated n Mesicn, dis it
| Lol Bt opuached Tireps

i fle Tt 1880 sy a1l
| TAelumd st the hegitming af

thee 1940 Trrasren wan Taphl
| and it stan hgsame ane af

WIT st imperiant gardey
s
Thnahrywan P o
arrived hern froms Ching ot
the  busipnmg nf (he 191k
crntuty. 3 (e midile of (e
CENMOTY, minTETSes vaTictleg
| I arrived anil in 1361 the
tinge Nowered varletien sine
[room Tnmon, hense ths name
“Tupanese  chitveant e

Tomg. weed far e lurge
fiwersed class. T Cliina ey

—_—

Turther but will, befare st

hid Been ciltivaied for two
o thitee thousand vears,
Fapuny for well over 1500
veurs. The plant is so teeply
Ingeained fute aur dally lives
fodoy that it s dulicull 1o
beliese it e so recont an ine
troduation (o Britnii,

The fuchsta, whows liame
Is Cantral ot Sonth
Amerien, fen 1910 fon 5%
introductipn to Beitain and,
like: the Wtk guiekly . he-
came: popilar s b ek ol
v the wllntings of the pl)
heeeder,

The pelargontums; Tngluil-
g the  gopulie bodiling
Ceeranivem,’ arrived  fram
Sunth Africa mastly i the
1Bt centiny bt Jittle Wil
wat done on iiem lelore the
191l centltey, This prosed 1

(Contbnned on Page 27

I

ﬂ

I

coursa. Porly
mgly Bigher

ind ‘moze fuhile
mared with
mindern

Somahy,

[
i

beon at timos

fFrom Pagh §6)
C oltage
gardens

be the sugreme plint foe for-
mol Vicladan Bedding and
have derervedly. Tetained - (lis
| pesitien up o' the pressqt
time,

The tuberous: beptmin was
| Aamknown i Euempe gl
after the middle af thie Bk
centimy, when ) was Iniea.
duted Fraom $hiith Amerioa,
and the fiest hybridy wera
rmised sligrtly alier, The fima
miradugiion was iy 1970, Al
the plancer wotk an this
Plam was dane m Brliam
and, In a TEmarkably  shart
Space of tinig, the modim
tuberows begania was:
graated,

Herilly any of Qur present-
day summet bedding plang,
wete in cultivation hefare
1700, Begostin seimpnrffares,
caleealarii, verbena. ager-
s, heliteopiim,  Phlos
driimm pedii, Potunia, Saleia
splendens  and Zugmniw,  all
fram - Ceptral o Sanlh
America, had hor ved rouche
us

The ey herbicing
perenialy wern alwg of miogh
moge linted ranpe. Muny of
the Esatem Nurth, Aawrigan
speeies just mivsed niir oo
line of 1710, Mighaetm.s
daries; Heleninm autrrminly,
Plilox  pamicifats, alf tume
Leom this region i ihe earjy
(T8I contury und e per
alal Fordn game froo T
M play o geniyy O
n i Japan had gy
provided wm wil g
gteut - wealh of  primwlas,
hostn, Tilies ete, whicly we
now acoem as miirmal 1o agy
gardens.  The  fiest large
Homered elomatls came from
the Far East lin the middle
of the 19 contury, along
Wil iy hnndreds of
Hvermg teses ang Ahrrlag,
which wre the mainsiny ol
madern gardens

S0 with all theye things
abwent, whap bava: e Jofra
(Hawipiey pordens were (il
Iem Mlaee i ez of
wolanr husden Ll Az
partieitaely to e R M
And - putunil Vol thern npre
pleniy of planty af intererl,
a5 1 Hope to show in yue
med were rored
than they wre
Colours wire sufter
when com.
e favocie o
bmidins plimts,
i plonts seenief
W gentlor gpe,
ity liave

yet

e

today,

o Belong
ned  thion
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Old

cottage garden flowers

The double
red paeony

By R. W, Sidwell

The double red
paeony (Paeonia offi-
einalis), still a common
plant in cottage gar-
dens, was introduced
into Britain in the
middle of the 16th cen-
turg.
The single wild form is
native to Southern Europe
but the jplant must have
had a long history of culti-
vation in Medilerranean
countries before it reached
Britain. As I mentioned in
an earlier article of this
series, ““doubling’” was &
character soughtl after by
the earlier cultivators of
ornamental plants. Double
forms of many common
plants, such as buttercups,
daisies and poppies were
known by Tudor times.

The evidence seems fo
indicate that the paeony of
those. days was just as
large and just as fully
dauble as the one we now
know so well. This would

robably make it the
argest, and almost cer-
tainly the heaviest, flower

rown in 16th century gar-
dens.

The specific name “offi-
cinalis’ indicates medi-
cinal uses and we find
references to this in the old
herbals. These uses were,
however, probably more
imaginary than real, and
by the mid-18th century
much of the enthusiasm
for it had worn off. The
uses claimed for the
paecny were curing hys-
teria or nervous disorders,
and some other ftroubles
peculiar to females. Some
writers were at pains fo
})oint out thal only the
emale paeony — the
present species — was
suitable for treating
women. For men the male
paeony (FPaeonia
mascula), an entirely
different species, should be
used.

As most of the family
are more or less poisonous
its use must have required
seme care, but most reci-
pes ineluded boiling the
roots, which would have
\remoyed the acrid prinei-
ple. In fact some paeony

species have been used as
food aftér adequate boil-
ing.
Arnother early arrival in
Britain was Paeonia pere-
rina from the Balkans.
his was in cullivation
here in the early 17th cen-
tury and is found in collec-
tions today, although not
as cosmopolitan as the
double red. A gem among
aeony species 15 P. tenifo-
ia with globular scarlet/
crimson flowers -and
delicate filigree foliage.
This was introduced from
south-east Europe in 1765
but has never bheen a

commoen plant. I have
struggled or 30 years (o
build up a stock of this

lant, yet the demands of
riends keep me at the
minimal level, But its
exchange value is high,

Most of the )ﬁresent-duy
varieties of herbaceous
%aeum'es are derived from

. lactiffora. This is native
to a broad belt of country
from Persia to Mongolia
and Siberia. Early intro-
ductions to Europe came
yvia China, where many
varieties were raised, but
much of the later breeding
had been done in Europe,
including Britain. Its ori-

inal introduction dates
rom 1784 but it is really
quite a modern plant in its
present garden forms.

The aristocrat of the
paeonies is the moutan (P.
suffritosa), cultivated by
the Chinese for many cen-
turies before its introdue-
tion to Britain in 1787, The
enormous flowers, often
fullv double, are a tribute
to the skills of generatlions
of plant breeders. At the
end of the 18th century,
two other tree paeonies
were introduced from
China, P. delavayl and P.
Jutea. These were wild spe-
cies, untpuched by the
hands of plant breeders,
and they have the unspeilt
character of “‘natural"
plants. Some French bree-
ders crossed P. fufes with
the moutan and produced
that beautiful hybrid
“Esperance'’ which visi-
tors to Hidcote and Kifts-
gate often admire.
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Old cottage garden flowers.
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Edging of knots

'I‘thl_! I crhn}jc_e i!a!
materinls for edging the

eds of Tudor knot gar-
dens presented prob-
lems for the gardeners
of that Uime.

The box — “the small,
lowe or dwarfe kind called
Fronch or Dulch Boxe"
was pol widely wsed until
the end. of the Tador
Ewnmi_: By the end of the
Tih eenlidry il was used
universally for cdgin
paths-and formal beds as iU
was in the With century re-
vivak of such fuslions. Bul
the early Tudor gardeners
hind not diseoverod il

Patrkinson, writing i the
early 17N century, disons-
sus Lhe meritg of ‘. the
severa] materinls wherow-
Ith these kaols and trayles
are” sel forth and -
dered”. These could bo liv-

Comman thrift

Ing or depd Deod
materinls ineluded
"Leade, BRoordes, Bones
and  Tyles'" which were
nsed far a;m_gc«_rhn%I ralsed
ground, Herbs and lurge
‘pebbles were bsed lor eds-
ing. knots or beds of |he
samelevel,

Of llving maolerials most
of those tried oul in early
times had defecls: Laven.
ter eotton, hyssop and ger-
mander all “required fre-

uent clipping “and with
tnis treatment were Hable
to be short lived Tuniper
amd yew were toied byt
they " ston  beeome oo
large  Marjoram snd
Lthyme spread too freely io
miintain \he neal, well-
defined edge Lhat  the
knots, in their most perfect
deyilapment, colled far,

Yor many years thrilt
was the malerlal mest
[svaured for edging these
knots, The mative “thrift,
Armeria- marititma, was,
and stll] ls, common on our
coasts and ifs neal trims-
Fs.rn Lmudu it ver lsulli:h]%
or this purpose. Its annua
£TOp nlpilr:wﬁrs-_w'em ni=o
neatly earried and muru'ljv
required  irmming - with
sheers lo remove the dead
Hower heads,

+ Neyertheless (hol plont
ad s fanlts; for as Par-
insan says: Yot these
neonvenieneles doe
secampany it it will net
anly in o small fime over-
arow the koot or Lrayle in
many places, by growing
so thieke and bushle, that
1‘ will put out 1he forme of
1.10 kot in mony places;
bul alsp mitch tergof will
dye wlih the frosts and
“shows n Winter, nnd with
the dronght o Sum-
mer. O Theift s, after
ally o taritle plant and
although 1t survives
readily in gardens nowa-
days Injury in severe win-
ters Is Sl pot uncommon.
And its habil of growing
inta & mound makes it
Vulnerable in dry perinds.

The common el has
many relotives, very simj-
lur to iteell. They nre
mostly natives of southern
Burope hnd several are a
{ittle too:temler o survive
our coldest winters. Many
are. nlpine. species  and
their Intrpduction to culti-

BY R. W. Sidwell

valion eame wilh the 20th
cenlury interest in alpine
ants
mdrmer;‘a cumgqs.‘:[l:
¢ suoh gem. Growing
aboul twa (fehs high It 15
best kept in the alping
hoiuse oF 4 very well
deained screc,
Garden  forms.  sup-
gosodly improvements,
have appeared franmy fime

Lo bime, In some, such as

‘become so large nnd

Bees Ruby, the heads i-m}«e
the
long supporting  flower
staths 50 weak thit he
plant  flops  aboul most
unLidily. I have even-seen

altem tihm stake them

amed te them up, When a
theifl requires. staking
there is somuthing WIHE
Even Parkinson in
tidiest mood nover had Lo
favw that.
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Old Cottage garden flowers

The gladiolus

Gladioli as we know them
today are derived from spe-
cies native to South Africa
and are almost wholly pro-
ducts of plant breeding over
the century or so. There are,
however, a number of spe-
cies of European origin with
a longer record of cultiva-
tion in Britain. )

We have a native gladio-
lus G. illyricus, which is
confined to a small area of
Southern England and is
struggling for survival. It
is doubtful if it was ever
common and may indeed
have been introduced ori-
ginally by man. In the
older floras it was known
as G. communis but the
two species are now
regarded as distinet. The
true G. communis 1S
thought to have Dbeen

rown in England in Tudor
imes as it is mentioned by
Gerard, as is . segetum.
Both are from Southern
Europe. The nomenclature
of the European gladiolus
species is often confused in
tge early literature and we
are not quite sure which
species is represented by
Parkinson’s "G, narbonen-
5is.”

The species we can be
quite sure about is G.
byzantinus from the
Eastern Mediterranean.
From the time of its intro-
duction in the arly 1T7th
century it became a popu-
lar and very successful

arden plant, being men-
ioned by most of the early
*writers. This is taller than
most of the Eurepean spe-
cies, attaining a height of
twa feet or more. The
flowers are small when
compared with the modern

By R. W. Sidwell

large flowered hybrids,
and the colour, a purplish
magenta in the most com-
mon ferms, may not be
uite as exciting as the
rich and delicate range we
associate with the gladio-
lus today; but in a cottage
garden, among plants, of
fheir own class they hold
their own. In such J)laces
they can still be found.

In neglected gardens,
and gardens totally aban-
doned, they often survive
competition from the fier-
cest perennial weeds. See-
dlings seem to flower in
about three years and the
plant naturalises readily
on the lighter soils in
warm sites. In fact it is
better able to take care of
itself than our native spe-
cies. It flowers in early
sumimer.

Some of the South Afri-
¢an species were intro-
duced quite early. Nomen-
clature is often confused
but some species from this
region were probablay in
cultivation before the end
of the 17th century, By the
middle of the 18th century
the species fristis, psitta-
cinus and cuspidatus had
arrived and a little later G.
cardinalis.

During the 19th century
many more sSpecies came
from the Cape and serious
breeding began. The early
flowering race, still grown
under glass as a commer-
cial but flower, dates from
1823 when a ecross between
cardinalis and (ristis pro-
duced the hybrid G.X. col-
villii. Later, the large
flowered hybrids emerged.
These were late summer
flowerers.

W ’
| |'.'h|\;if.r?' h é

Gladiolus Byzantinus.

G. primulinus was intro-
duced from the Victoria
Falls in 1904 although it
had been known to
botanists for 15 years or
more. This led to the intro-
duction of an entiregr new
race and provided the
basis for the delicate
salmon and apricot shades
we have come to know so
well,

The plant breeder has
done much for the gladio-
lus but not without difficul-
ties. Mr A. B. Kunderd, a
most successful American
breeder, ran into trouble
from an unexpected quar-
ter in the 1920s, His local
church — I think it was in
the State of Tennessee —
considered that Kundred
was usurping the role of
Creator in producing such
new plants and he was
excommunicated for inter-
fering with the divine
works of God.
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OLD COTTAGE GARDEN FLOWERS

Bears' Ears

By R. W. Sidwell

The auricula is said
to have been brought to
England, as were so
many other good things.
by the Huguenot refu-
gees about 1570.

It was aurigula urs;, the
Bears' Ear, in rthe older
records, and has also been
known as Dusty Miller
from the mealy covering of

the flowers and vounger
leaves, It s, of course, 4
primula,

Primula auricula jrself s
vellow flowered and has a
natural distributiop  range
extending from the Alps to
the Carpathians A relared
species p, hirsuta is found
in the Pyrennees and the
Alps. It is usually accepted
that most of the auriculas
of our gasdens come from
a natural hybrid berween
these two species This has
heen given the pame pri-
mula pubsscens. As primula
hirsuta has pink or mauve
flowers it is thought that
this is the sowrce of the
purples and mauves found
in the modern garden auri-
cula

To begin with, the plant
was not panticularly im-
pressive but the allustra-
tion in Gerard's Herbal of
1597 probably did it less
than justice for even the
wild form should have
a berter show than this.

During the L7th ceatury
the auricula gained pro-
minence as a  Horist's
Breeders concen-
trated om  perfection of
form as well &s increasing
the colour range. By the
end of that century the
varieties ran ino hundreds,
including @ white  varjety
called Virgin's Milk. This
latter had pothing to do
with the old cosmetic of
that name which seems 1o
have been some sort of
emulsified oil. Nevertheless,
the auricula was not with-
out claims of medicinal
value, for it was said ro
nrevent dizziness 1f earén
by mountaineers  during

Ascent.

The 18th century saw
further, though intermit-
tent, progress and by the
edrly 1800s its colture had
reached | a high  level,
espeeially in the north of
Englind, Specjalise societies
sprang up and rigid stan-
dards were ser for exhibi-
tion requirements

By now, {wo main groups
had emerged, the show aur-
icula, probably derived
mainly from p. auricula
itself, dnd the Alpine or

Border Aurleula  derived
from pm. pubescens, The
former wele of delicate
constitution and, as  the

mealy * covering Wwis  an
impoptant part of the show
they were
exclusively  under
glass Vegetative reproduc-
tion war slow apd prices

paid [or select forms were
very high.

Dllring the 19th century
the show standards becime
clearlv defined and remain
so 10 this day within that
gxelusive gircle of Specia-
lists. Some of these requir-
ements are highlv artificial,

ias  are the comparable
requirements of show rab-
bits, 'dogs or cage birds.

bur perfection is  pursued
with great fervour by those
wha have been bitten by
the bugz,

The truss must, have an
odd number of [owers,
The gorella must have six
lobes (the wild form has
five: garden [forms @ dozen
or mora), The flowers must
b  “rhrum  eved." ‘“Pin
eves” are not acceptabie
And sa on,

Those of
a likln% for natuml flowers
may ridicule these arificial
stapdards but no_one who
las séem a perfect show
agricula can  fall to  be
impressed. The green-edged
auricula is of breath-taking
loveliness and quite unique
arnong (lowers.

The ordinary  outdoor
aipine auricula is still seen
in old gardens and is much
loved by those who appre-
ciate 15 subtle colouting,
0Old eoloyr dascriptions
included micuse, willow and
light tawny, 1 am Sure we
have all of these today and
how peacefu] they look,
compared with the blatant
orange and scarlet of the
modern  palvanthus. But
auricula colours are not all
pele The rich velvety orim-
sons and purples ate as
intense as those of any
llower. -

Four hundred years of
cultivation have not
brought sensational change
in the auricula, as has hap-
pened with some other
flowers, and. the present
alpine auricula is one of
the most typlcal cottage
parden flowers.

us who have

Auricula  wursi
blush-coloured Bear's Ear,
from Gerard's Herbal, 1579.

erubescens,

Auricula, from a mid-18th
century painting.
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Old cottage garden flowers

The chrysanlhemum,
80 well known Lo all of
us, cannol muster the
slightest elaim Lo being
meluded in this seriss of
artieles.

Although s cullivotion
in Ching goes back to the
time of Confucius, 1t was
nol until the end of the 181
century  al ol reached
Britain. Even then, the
runge of size and form was
Timited and 1L was Reberl
Fortune, Lhat greaiest af
plant colleciors i the Far
Kast, who seat the first
large Flowered types from
Japan in 1881, Thus was
created the *'Jap” class of
chrysanthemum which
persisled in the shows until
fairly reesat times.

Maodern  eultural tech-
niques hkave made Lhe
chrysanthemum an_all -
the - year - round flower

and so-much & part of our
daily lives that il is d@iffi-
cull to realise {lat serious
interesl in the flower inthe
Wes{ goes back fur unly
aboul a century and a hali,

following 2,000 of
Fusternsklll

Whey, lhen, are we
moluding the ehrysanthp-
mum i these artieles?
There are ‘scveral mem-
bers of the genus ehry-
sanlhemum  which  hilve
been grawing from much
curller Umes. The native
cori. marigold [ehrysanth-
emum -scgetum) was [op

years

showy 4 Nawer (o have
been overlooked apd
stleeted forms. were culb-
valed. € coronarium,
another  yelluw  [lowered
spaies, Wiy dntroduced

from the Mediterrangin by
the ciﬂy 17th century. I
wis known as the corn
marigold of Candy, Candy

heing an old name for
Crele This has liner
flowers than (he nalive

spedios and double farms
were recorded by the 18h
contur

The finest of all these an-
nual speeies, O, ecarind-
lum. game jrom Muorocco
in. 1796 This was the
parnnt of the wellsknown
‘trivolor'’ types of annuyl
chryspnlhemums  grown
Lodny. -

Nal all (ke plunls erlled
“eheysanthemums' by the
early wrilers were  lrue
chrysanthemumsE hy
modern boetamical nomen-
clature, Parkinson's chry-

By R. W. Sidwell

santhemum  Peruvignum.
Lhe Galden Flower ol Peru,
was, in [ael, [he plunt an-
nual sunflower.

Geltiny away from the
annualg - there Ate othnr
chrysanthemums with a
long history of cultivation,
The shrubby margucrite or
Paris daisy (C  froge-
scens), o mative: of Lhe
Canaries, reached Britain
vig Franve by the end of
the 171h eonlury, I 15 said
to have been cullivated by
Marguerite de Valois wha
married Heney of Navarre
in 1572. This sppears to he
the origin of the name
“Margwerite'  although

Chrysanthemums

some guthors think  Lhis
nime should bBe reserved
for {he mpative perennial
species O lewcanthemum,
the ox eve daisy

The besl known of Lhe
herbocecus perenntal
chrysanthemums, € maxp
mum, i5 quite maodern,
being introdueed from the
Pyrenees in 1816, Rreeding
of garden varicties of {his
species dates from the Lale
15th century,

We have left until last
the chrysanthemum  with
the strongest ¢laim for a
place among old collage
garden flowers. C. parih-
enjum, the feverfow, is

Conlinued or page 15,

Continued Irom prage 1y

poszibly native but seme
autharities Lhink it may
have been inltoduced by
the Roemans. I8 English
nome comes from its use
d& o fehirifuge and 1l seems
Lo have hiad uses similar Lo
that ol the Chamomile,
with which it is sometimes
confused.

The douhle form of
feverfew seem to dite
from the early 17lh ten-
Lury snd it is inleresling 1o
note how much inlerest
Lhese plants atlracl even
loday. They seed down
freely in my garden and |
counl lhem ameong my
maost useful planls. The
golden feathor, much used
today 48 I bedding plant;

Is a larm ol leyerfaw al-
hough often miscalled
yretnrum.

- R
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Best gardens

Hunginsdon Elm Avepne

The 5t Gnen

Hidcote, one man's creation

R. W. SIDWELL begins a new series of interest to all who lave a fine garden,

WHEN & wecalthy
American army - officer
purghasss o Corswold
miimor house, what cnn
w2 oexpet 7 All sorts
of possibilitics sypgest
themselves,

Major Lowrenco Jaknston
qun‘_hn'e:l Hitleare Bartrm
Monar . 1905 and during
rhe sexs 35 vears developed
jtata way (hat made it al-
sy umiue among Briish
ardins )

Like nll 2ardens, Hidcote
<uifered from scme tneasuore
o neglect during the See-
aid Warld War and when;

i 1948, a oot commttes
wis ser gp by the Reval
Hortjeultural  Soview  and
the Nationil Trust te pre-
serve gErdens of aurstand-
ing merit Idcote was the
fird: marden to be prosented
wi the eammitiee. L is now

owned  amd  managed
solely By the  Nunonhal
Tust.

Hideote grew up during
the penod of revolt agaimst
formil - Vietoman  beddiie,
indeed 1 was the period of
revoly apaimst formnl Lne-
dening o genzral. The plea
for nataral planting which
Willinm Rebmsan had deae

o ——

o muoch w speaser w the
lite 1Uth ceéntury wps hae-
g Its efeet. The e¢nomays
merease n planl unporta-
tans fram abread, gspecally
feom  the Himaliyny o
Western China provided a
waalth of new material es-
peclally suited to this new
eaturalistic  siyle.  Maries,
Wilson, Forrest, Farrer nnd
athars had plvan much of
thete nme  aned, in some
cases, their lives 1o enrich
our garduns wirth plants
fram =itz uniguely  neh
solree

Lawrenze [nhnstan mindae
goud wse of their work and
plonts. from the Far Easi,
naturally planted, are a feu-
ture of Hidoote. And ye:
thece |s o coniradiciion n
the way Hideote was cons
ceived,

The drga s oxpoted tn
oold winds, Shelter of some
SOTL Wils MECESArY Tn-
stmad of chopsing | infne-
mal shelter helts, as some
waull have done, he chpse
to plant  formul  liedges,
mostly of pembeam  and

yew, Bt his love of severe
armaliny. |5 even  more
wrorsly Hluirrated by (he
L Millar - Garden ol clippod
‘yews and  the recrangular
hwriibeam boxes of the Sule
Garslen

Vo Saekville West, whose
awn sarden ar Slrsinphurst
was g still s e of (he

Thes s oo farr descripnion,
far the ren acre site con-
wats of unies or compact-
ments gach with a clame-
ter af Its awn. To some de
gree the same ean he said of
Swsinghurst and sne won-
ders whether ot o3 Sissing-
hupst owes something o
Hideaote inlluence. for If was
siusted a goarter of a cen-
tury lirer

Although most sections «f
Huleate are 0 some mpa-
sure constmimed by (orm-
aliry of Inyout, yer the plant-
in? wirliin each section s
infarmal in the extreme and
this 1z wiat gives the pur
den s unmiane chamerey

finly In the Stream Gar-
den and In the sontheen
end of the garden known
as “Westanblirt,' where om-
fhasis i an sutomn eolour,
do we fipd true informalic.
Here hodges are in evidence
anly as distant baundarias,

The maintnance af u par-
den such a5 Hideote has
i*s problems A uarden ¢
not Dike & pietlee  which,
with a bt ol clegning up.
wifl remmin as the arisr
creafed it indefinitely, A
warden  ronsists ol living
thines which grow. Teies
ret bigper and have an ef-
foct an the plans beneath
them. A plinting  scheme
suitable for the early ywurs
sy by unsutible later. A
smrden  continually eyolves,

the more permaten: jHings
el bigger

When taking over 3 gdr-
den such as Hideoe, whien
was  (he ereation of ane
man, it s essential that ¢he
apint of the place should
be mantyned. Dne has 10
put onesslf in the plice of
the creator and try o do
what-he wanld bave dafe. It
watld be very casy to run
Hideote an modern laliour-
AFNIIR lines, coitng out a
1wh here and o few  Edllk
there, bur the cifect woeuld
noe  he whie  Luwraned
olinsion wauld have wished,
t s a great tnbute to the

Matlpoal  Trust thut  they
have succeaded so wall n
setaning  the Tawrenee

Tolinston spir.

Durnng recont yearsa pro-
srimnie of hedie splilting
bas been in propress to fe-

stare them 1o, reasanshle
proporiions.  Shrubs  hre
carclully  pruned 1o keep

them within bounds and
prverve the “tdingss™ that
it insezurable from the true
Hidoote. As o restlt 3t
apprent fo even the most
susual wisltor thar Ir {5 ane
of the best-mnaged: gordens
it the Midinnds

It U= Lowover, plans: that
make 2 garden,  Lawrence
ahpston was 2 plantsan.
t s a chamcteristis of Hid-
eate that nat only are many
plunts grown rhere but that

Bathinz Paal Garden are
hreathraking when seen for
the firt tme A wenn in
early June s worth whele
for these alone Walls are
covered with climbes af
mierest atd raniy, Schirn-
th.lg.m hydmnsroides, @
vdrangen selative. s acen
in the Courtyard, a= is ala
Magnolia delavayl, the huge
leaves pf which add dipnity
o the shelrered comers. as
they do i many other «of
the “hest pandens”

There 15 a larde callection
of shrub reses. many clema-
ts,  some  fine  peonies,
G many  fydranges e
pa;."l:lll)":he I1WI'I!I. I'.Ir:cu':
types. In the spring  thz
heﬁhlc:!:aus pravide eliprac.
ter to the woodland oo

and n ke autumn eolchic

SOO)s seem ta Rrow butter

than anywhere elee [ hpow.

Ar thls fime nope can alio
degect thar delightiol imer
sugar arema of the dynz
ltaves of  Cerliliphyilim
japonicum. A complete [tse
urop]unr specits and Tirles
ties would run fnto thous-
Ands

There s fittle pomt in
vitaloguloe. Mepion should
however, be made ol the
fine avenue of Huntingdan
Tims and: alis of those
orizinal occupangz e the
earden. the Tedus of Lehan-
on pnd the breches

garden o ppen duily

gems o Treiish gaedens, Some plons must con- they fre grown ewremely from ihnlbe;inmr:-.: af !\EI’”
onee deserihod Flideme 08 n wdeeed as remporniy fillers well.  Meeonopsls Sheldonlt  encept  Tuesdays and Fr-
seris of corvrape zyrdens.  and these will disnppear a5 armund the edges of the 15

= == —=
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Georglan portico, parily hidden by profuse growlh.

Four Sguares, the original part af the garden.

BEST GARDENS: 3

Kiftsgate Court

By R. W. Sidwell

Kiftsgte Court s
pwned by Mr and Mrs
1. A. F. Binney, but to go
hack to the orielns af the
present  day  parden  we
must falk of Mrs Binney's
mother, Heather Muir.

It was in 1920 that Mrs
Afuir commenced 1o enlarge
the existing garden, which
consisted of liltle mare than
w small Tormal area in front
of the Georgian portica. Mrs
Muir  was  nspired  and
helped by Luwrence Iohmn-
stone, of Hideoly; whose
estate ‘adjoined that of Kifts-
pale.

During the first ten years
of development, Mrs Miudr
wis contenl to deal with the
areas of maore or less level
ground near to the house
tisclf, but m 1930 the bonks
were  brought  inta the
schemie. These nre an area
of  steeply-falling  ground
farming an drc from North
10 South-West of the house.
The fall is nbout 10001, 10 2
horizental distance of about
so0fl. At times the fall is
quite precipltous, Zig2ag
paths ‘enable the wisitor to
get up and dawn without tpb.
much effart. .

Mrs Binney sucoceded her
mather in 1954, and develop-
ment has continued, In 1962
a semiscirculor bathing poal
was constructed ‘at’ the foot
of the bank on the west 'side
of the house, This I8 sur-
rotinded by an ares of lawn,

M 5T A ST : FL

the level of which is main=
ined By a high retaiting
wall. Looking doewn from.1his
point, onc has n delightlul
view of lhe valley, with the

stream in the bottom and the.

rising wooden hank opposiic.
Duteh elin disense has, alas,
opened up the view rather
more than formerly but, for-
tunilely, many frecs remoin.

Fram the omset, Kiflspate
hins heer notedl chiefly for its
excellent callechion of shrub
and species roscs, and these
are stll the chiel featore of
imarest. The [nmous Resa
filipes, "Kiftssale,” claimbd
ta be Lhe Inrgest rose im
Britain, 1s now arownd 900t
across and SOL high, sprawl-
ing over neighbouring trees.
It was at one time thought
to be Resa meschiala and, on
seeing 11 for the (irst time
many vears ago, | resolved
1o have one like il. Abour 26
years pgo [ prirchased from
a leading mursery  Rom
marschate but, although
makes n brave show. the
panicles are tiny by com-
parisan  with the Kiftspaie
rose, nor do [ fee my rose
ever nlinining 90ft diamoter.

It would bhe wrong o
think ihal roses are the only
things af interest ar Kifts-
gate. A Clarpge collection of
lncecap hydringens is to be
found, inciiding a Jarge bush
of H. villosg, which seeds
down freely,’ n rire happen-
ing in.my_ekperience. Thera
is mlso ‘WMfife spedimen - of
Hydrangea {nvpluctdta. hor-

teasis, This is & double [omm
of Lhe parent species and 15
gcgarded ns being somewhial
tender. Tt thrives at Kilts
pate,

One of the inleresting
things nbout, Kiflsgnte is the
number eof comparatively
tender shrubs that are to be
faund. It is true that somc
of thesg are still young and
have not yet faced a really
hard winter,  Possibly
severs  winter wauld leave
some  gaps  in dls  wake,
mevertheless, 1t does seem
that the protestion given by
tndl trees and shrobs, pars
ticularly on the West und
South-West  slopes of the
bnnk, allews the cultivation
of species that would be con-
sidered oo fender in many
gardens in the disiriet, Hehe
Inelkennn,  usundly  regarded
as the finest of the New Zea-
land  “wveronicas” s quile
happy, as arc many other
hebes of about equal hardi-
ness. Aleo from New Zea-
Inidd  are a number  of
écnrins‘ whose hardiness is
ilso open to question. No-
where have 1' seen oA busilon
vitifolinm graw as woll as i1
daes at-the faol of the bank
in this garden, 'Self-grown
seedlings abonnd. That, after

ago., This early  flowenng
specics IS evergieen, amd 15
not the hardiest of the gemis,
Tt differs fram most clemabis
in bring scenteda

Muny other interesting
plants are fa be found. On
mv recent wisit 1 noted Pea-
raria dicitatg and a beauti-
ful little yellow viola which
I had not scen before. and
which Mrs Binney 1ells me,
is at present nameless

Mrs Binney muintaing a’
high level of freedom from

weeds nt  Kifisgate Court.
This. . iwself, s a
labour - saving technigue.
Once one has attained a

weed-free garden with peren-
weeds  erndicated and

nial
annvals never -allowed 1o
sgod, 1l beoomes compara-

tively casy. to mnintain this
blissful sinje Weeds are, <in
fact, in terms of labour. (he
mast expensive plants (o
grow, This has long been
renlised al Kifisgate,

We may sim up by saying
that, although roses sire the
main feature, and these are
at  their peak in early
summer, there is sull plenty
of interest at other timgs. The
garten js open on Thurs
dnys and  Sundays from
Eosler 1o early Seplember.

all, Is the troe rest of
whether a. plant  likes its
home ar nol.

Clematis armanii grows on
o low wall in frond of the
summer honse an the middle
bank, and it was Ml of bud
when Tosaw it .a few woeeks




The Yew Garden, representing the Sermon

on the Mount

BEST GARDENS: 4

Tolephons Glusatfie

Topiary at Packwood House

So far m this senes we
huve looked atl plantsmen’s
gardens thal s to'say that
we liwve been coneerned
with gardens n which the
matn interest has been the
wide  minge  of  plans
ETOWTI.

It s true that at Hideote
there are a Jor of chpped
hedees and bushes but these
are subservient lo the plaot
vollection. They add interest
but do not constutule  the
mn inlerest.

The art ol topiary 35 prob-
rbhly us ell as amenity gar-
déning {tsell. Tt was cerlmoly
praclised By 1he Remans at
least as fur back as the first

century AD. The word
“topary™ s denved  from
Lutin vpnts - meaning “orma-

mental gardemme,” and Qs
wse in English in i1s present
sense tiptles from the  lale
16l century. The [ashion
prokably reached s height
in  Eppland  in the 17k
ceptury,  and  sifTered  a
decline during the 18th cen-
e il He et Jand
<ape movement jreaded by
Rrown and Repton, Watls the
tise ol Victorian bedding and
the retum of formality sod
[i~iness o parden devpm,
toprary dgam found a r!:u;:
diuell  of the  topmry
warvived nlo our

Victarmn n

and
which I
rimes b
OF e
Tl
cumple
which
Frostm dbaes e liel
meda bl

aie however, a few
af Clipped vew gl
Fave  survived
preriad  The

probhafly

Iy

that of Levens Hall in West-
moriaml, which has come
down limle changed from
164, aml nesrer home s
that deligheful 1opinry
parder a1 Chaslleton House,
Marcton-iv-Muorsh, which
elafms onmns 1n the early
I8th century

In the laner garden we
find broody pigeons amd
cuddlv-loaking, £ sometimes
unidentiliable, animals  ar-
ranged i a cirele within o
clipped hedge The partrayal
of  birds . @i —mimals  in
tapiry has held o fascina-
tion' for many an amalcor
parlener who has sought 1o
ereate peacecks ar, perhaps,
guarchan hons nn the hedge
i front af § cottage.

The vew mirilen at Pack-
woml House was ariginally
set out by John Fethiersion
between 1650 anl I650. In
eeeking n desipn  [or the
weheme, he sought inspira-
tien from Ihe seriptures. He
chose neither the fowls of
the air nor the heasts of the
field bat the Semmon on the
Maent s the subject Ioc
positayal

In fronl of the Mool are
12 clipped vews sad o re-
present  the  Apostles, and
within these are foor Jnrge
spegymens  known as the
Evangelists. They huave all
waxal fat with the passing
ol weniuries e this nch
Warwickshire =uil, nnd scem
a Iitle averscrowded pow,

On the [awn below aro
mirnerous other clipped ves s
represenimg  the  Multitude.

The Mammt as sndar an

By R. W. Sidwell

design 1o the mouniz quite

common 1o medieval gardens.
These were construcled in
arler 10 praovide vanfage
points {romt which o view
the garden, or, perhaps, lpok
over the boundary wall. They
were typically conical, with
A spiral pathway lending to
the tap. Hox helpes would
flank the puth and fill the
inlervemng  spxice bebaeen
the path spirals.

A madern creation of a
monnt an o small seale 15
o be seep in the Gueen's
Garden ot Kew behind Kew
Palage. The box lhedping is
ket at ahont knec-height sp
thiat cven children can get
clear view of the surmround-
ing garden.

A Packeonil  the  hox
hedemg has got cut of hand
and, 1 believe. plios are in
hand for Testoring i o ils
original form.

There are many  other
nems of interedt in this
eanden The Coarnlejn  ler-

race, With' s mwches lor bee
cheps it s sonth flanking
wirlk s g Featore thal appealy
v me  parteglarly

Good herbaceous borders,
tastelilly planted, akd plenry
of colour durine the summer,
and an odd litlle enclosed
gavden containimge A rect-
angitlar  paal ds scazanally
lilled with brilliam displays
of bedding plants

| fimd the tive rose heds
under the west fazing wall
of the Sowth Garden somc-

what incongruous. These are

separaled by hedges  twa
or three feet high. T think mv
gbjection  stems  from  two

causes. One. | have preat ob-
jechians to hiivving my arms
seratchied by rose briars when
cutting hedges and 1wo, free
circulation of air is very de-
sirable if frecdom from nul=
dew nnd black spol 15 to be
obtained. Doubtless, many
people Like this feature amd,
perhiaps, Packwood does not
siffer as much from black
spot ol roses as we at Eves-
linnt do,

The Seuth Garden Tias four
gazebos dt s eorners. One
of these s 17th cenury. the
athers later. There are some

tnteresting sumdials and an
attractive lnke and, in <pite

of the mplization of mv
vpening remarks about
planismen’s  gardens,  there

are koma gnteresting  sheubs
and cther planis for those
who seek them

Packwood House is now
the property of the Matwannl
Trust, and 1t 5 open daily
from Aprt to September, ox-
cept Momdays and Fridays,
fram 2 pav. o 7 oo, and
from Ociober 10 March on
Wednesdays, Saturdnys and
Sundays from 2 pnn o S
pm. It i <iwaled near
Hockley Heath. just off the
main  Mismineham-Stratlerd
rond.

Bor skep miches in o werace will
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Pusey — the lormiee.

O visiting Pusey for
the first time, 3¢ thie writer
did W couple of weeks
age, ofe 15 immediately
mmpressed By the lnpec-
cabin poed Laste In layout
pod planting.

Withe iy large Sordens,
and Tosey i1 @ wery large
porden, there  are  jarmmp
Tuatures that mre susivals
fram eaclier  fashions o)
tastes in gardeiy g Tise
spem to) he poenliarly shieo
lieme, Thee reizon oz s b
wpparent when nbe comders
the Riltesy af this vess lpe
garden.

Misg Faome was buill in
1748 and the euprounding
prounds wese  laid oot be
“Capabifity™ Frown shoetls
ofler. Mlie lake ju o wplcal
T aliom sl muey fim
trees sl parnding sl
Tve besf planted at 1his
e, Sume deserve wpecial
mantion. T lioodbms ard
: L thot the wviter
van meall Edimg and 8w
specimen of  the  Eatdan
Plane 1 [ie, IF any, somille
than the hionfifont Abbes
tree, trsoally repirded o= the
Tt (e Reritam. Theee dre
Tabmmms, cotnrs and. among
nalive troes, mimny, beeeh,
CIurmg the 19th coniury,
Pusey acijuiced somo of i
ikl Viglarion  trimmings
“and when the preseat owiines,
M ani Mey Michoel Hornby,
]]'Jllr.:ha(uml thn praperty af
uas, thie carelul removal of
somme af these Tealures o

chatapler v uederiaken,
Cieolleey Jellicoe desyned 2
hroad flight of weps Teading
down from Vhe mein ferrmce
an the souh sife of (ho
hese. Much of the nudem
develupment, however, had to
widl wntfl ufter the war and
tho garden we e Indny hay
beon  orested  einee (945,
eafhin  the  framewsrk  of
Browr's ariginal plae.

Guigl use has been made
of wille for the prowing of
the mioro  tender  slhrubs
Abnitilon mii e
Nomrishes amil thore are spegi=
TS EJ‘ Solmnum  cripue,

restore tho mide81h ey

By R. W. Sidwell

te, prodide 3 second tler tn
the troes. Herbaceoes plants
andl Hwarf shrihes aee sl =
pround Jevel, We thus have
A system of plantimg feanme-

Thng-ihot of natursl epen

s L,

Euchi mrea hes i own
churaeter  and,  zlthough
natural wild species are freely
wied, spocial parden forms
are et desprad, One bed,
o inMlance, has  lorzely
varmrmated mlinle

The sail hod s E=zifly high
lirue comtent sl mpst af the
struls pod [ants arg chosen
T thidr me. poleramen bt 1
fow  lime-ligegs are to be
(o grosimg on prépared
wies A large groun of Fry-
thronliomg, vk Sasida, Wik

Jn full Blonm, a1 the time of!

e wriler's vislt.  Thiy are
perticularly fine

Mew  treez oare boing
planted s okl troes e ge-
moved  and,  with  goad
Gty the nel lwe
arz well cutered for,

Thers i3 one feulies which
is prolably quite utiqns 1t
cortainty. B n fho writer's
cxperienme. Merz thion a -
lury aee, @ heech free pro-
dnced & Laver mhidy rooted.
Wither thiz wes hy accident
or dedpn la difficull 1o Fy

Pusey House
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Gateway from Lady Emils's gavden,

i, T suspeet delib Inyves-
{itg. Thils ronted livel, dow
tnrge tree, has produeed twh
Furiher layors which are als
targe trees v e sl
antoched to thoir parant by
ke "umbitical gk The
original parmt o sl 3 fine
hebdilsy troe wnd he wholc
ot Iodks gulte happy €=
cept (bt the  imyer haye
nol altommed o eeus dpright

Abanes,

In addition o thie shrul
areas where  herlmerouy
plarits == used fae ground
cover, therp ars =ime very
fine  herbaceous  berders
stouked with o site rungn of
filants which will giveu sood
display during the summEn

Mugle of the suecess o
Vimgy dderves from: the Taet
that  botl Mr ww|  Mre
Moty tabe o peraopal in-
terzt i phe garden and
i prear dead of Cthe wotk

E T .=
thamih  ridsmarinifoliug, e
el an iy wlemintls, vines,
cannntinE amd - opher choice
byl

There (v & collection of
slirnh poues and wee 9 alio
e of the e (o=
Vo Foe peoviding spioihies
ol colbur over 3 Jong ekl

Tt mortinteresting
Feitfivrs of Prssy i) h 'expert
sy Ahie Wil arews fyjve
Deen planted  with o wide
varge af planis isiving varioly
of oofouf, foem wul testure.
Planiing = dong m e -
repiilar beds  nepursted b
witle,  mowm oprame pathe
| Bhitubs e anrefully chmen

L Thin e dedd 10
A platizan's gandon 0
which (he nuerall desiin clis
irent s ok been overlopked.
Am) one final  poini kot
el the wrilar sery meh
s e Allowed fo grow
o b,

Tusey lion about five miles
from . Fagupan, hall o wilg
sonith of this A420 Farnpdon
1o Cxfoed o, The parden
1 upens On Wedrneadiys st
Thnfsdays From Al 10 o
Tisly 11, wrl daily Trom July
16t Ovioter 16, and ol
Saturduy, Sunday snd Aon-
duy, oo Banke Hollday wraks
endde. The hors ate 2 nm, 16
G0 pan.
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Upton House

By R W. Sadweil
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Part of the walled gardvn,

Rous

BEST
GARDENS,
By R. W. Sidwell

The gardens at
Rousham have a miche
Instory—they are the only
gaidens  designed by
Walliams Kent 10 Have
come  down  pracheally
il tered

Horace Walpole.  waling
rome 200 wears after the
gardens were ol om, con-
<jdered Rousham “the most
engagimg of Kent's works™
He contmued: “lt has, re-
fmitated Kent with mes he
L powlwre shown so much
e

The house wis bt by Sir
Robert Lormer around 1635,
md it has remaineld m the
Dovmier fandly  ever since,
Charles Reideaniai, who laxl
oul Kensington: Gardens and
wowe, dusigmed the  “New
Garden™ 3l Rousham about
171530 with sonic pogsibhe
vollaberation from Alexander
Pope, i by 1738 Kent pro-
ducald plans for replaging it
with swegpng  slopes orna-
memied  woh 'lowntains,
statues and biildines a0 the
Iallan tasie

The garden i sad to lave
taken lour yeurs o complets
and (o have used the labour
of 7l men ot the height of
the work. Keat, o very busy
man, would Jock jn twice a
vear to see how work v
Progressng.

Hut what of Roustim tos
day? Kent's hard surfaces re-
main mnzh as e lelt iherm,
Twn of the lour ponds have
gone, unl e others gre, pee-
haps n linle fess tmm than
i his dayvs In e Getagon
Pond we lind Hottenin palny-
I A pneammen . native,
Munershing and full of flower.
Mt Rousham s not for the
bistarist  ©r  plmismon. e
consivs mainly af sweeping
prass slopes surronnded by
anil interspersed vl dine
Iteck; Giacdening is done b
GangE mionert

A few dreen probably date
from Kenot's ime; nolably the
fine cedar behingd the Temple
of Uche. This once had three
ulmoy erect trunks arping
from a crotch 18 feet from
e gronnd. Recently one of
thede were removed.  Kent,
o dloubl, mlerted mabure
trees fn which 1o place b
deagn, nnd the plunting of
replacements bas  <ontinne!
up to the pressnc time, There
has,  hisweser,  been oo
Atlempt e modernise e
phaliog and ke Linds ol
frecs anid stk are those of
the 1%h esntiry. One ean
wander through  this peaces
(il settmg down (o e eiver
Cherwell nod 1o the [y
eentury Fleylord Pridye

Bl there v anntlier

Telenhnone Clamifiede—TYESHAM 15054 8°7

ham House

Kemt's urvade.

Rewrdvam, The walled carden,
which  wac  dhiére  before
Kent’s  tinwe, Has  clibnged
contimally over the years
amd,  probably, reiched 1<
beight in the late 19th cen-
tury, Older generlions may
remember the onion, Rou-
ham.  Park Hero, which
appeared in mosl resdsmen's
calalogues for the fest 30
vears of (he present century.
This was n selection made
by a ceran Willinm  ‘Win-
prave, who caime to Roushim
an head pardener phout 1695,

The walled garden today i<
Yidy, Bt that s all, Roses
have replacad friit frees on
much  of the wall space,
and most of the vegetable
areas  hpve  been  prassed
down and ntewn, A few
Recse vecupy onc part, Tuo
rows of gnarled old espalier
apples  mark  what  was
formerly  the  <¢entre  path,
There are some  pleasant
herbaceous borders, adding
colour.

Much of the gloss has been
demalished, bop some dere-
lict pits remingd ome of the
dave when pineapples and
melons formed a nermal part
of the cropping programme,

The stokehole and four-
inch hat water pipes probs
ahly date from. the 19K
centry and would have re-
placed the onginal flue lidal-
Ing of the centory belmie,

The wrter lins long had &
detire to restore ane of tiese
oid walled pardens 10 1is
anginal slate, And no plice
15 better miited 10 sweh freat-
menl than Rousham, B o

wimildl cost monst. Furthers
mare, iE would demand <kl
that dre hard to lind Bow -
davs, Bob if jir one sesi
place could he restoted as o
permznent museam it woltld
be a great achievement (It
will soon be too ke

Adiomz the willed esr-
den 15 3 rese garden wlich
probably dates trom the mid-
19k cenminy. This consigas of
an mineue pattern of beds
cdeel with box, and 1« wall
ned. as el 13
g at Roushion,

Nearhy s the dovecore. or,
A% Rotishant prefors to aall i,
the  pipeon e s
siperh siruciure, perbians the
tnest of 15 Kind m Briwn,
sl bas iy resalving ndder
afid 1 i excsllent  ropale
afler almost tiree centines
ol nse. Tis occupanis tolay
are pbout eight pairs of Nor-
wich Croppers which laek,
m the wiiler, lke (e bread
of  pieeons we  ealted
Ypauters™ i das gone by

Around the pigeon house
is o pleasant  well-apown
Inten and here can ke found
L fow miodern shrubs tacie=
fully  planed,  Calveanhus
faridis Was i full bloom
lasd week, nnd gave 1o (hae
carmer of the lawn its ¢harac-
teristic - besry  smell which,
with: the chosing of local
breweries, s becoming et
familiar 10 mes of ne

Rowham les just off the
e Bicester 1o Faslons
vl The heaie i opert on
Wedncsdavs and Tunk Holi-
davs from Tnme 100 Anawst,
The ganlens arc open diiv
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Shakespeare gardens

By R WW. Sicwell
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Orchard Cottage, Gretton

By R.'W. Sldwell
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Compton Wynyates

By R. W. Sidwell

Compions have owned
Compton Wynyates since
the beginning of the 131th

century,  The  present
house 15 substantially
I5th zod  16th  century

but the garden is com-
paratively modern, dat-
ing fram 1893-1895.

The present owner is the
sixth  Marguess of Norlh-
ampten,  The family has
served with distinction
many ways over the cen-
turies, but une has o special
plage o hortienltire gnd,
althouch not directlv  con-
nected with Complon Wyn-
viles, the story is probably
worth (elling

Henry Compton  (1632-
1713), sixth son of the sce-
ond earl, was u cornel in the
Royul Harse Guards but, be-
mp dissansiied with promao-
tion progpects, decided to 1ry
s hand at the Chureh, So
suecessful was he in his new
ventvre  thal  he  became
Bishop of London in 1675,
and held that office, not
withoul difficulues, vntil s
death.

Tohn Evelvn seems to have

held hym in high esteem al-
though e writes:  “this
worthy person's talent is ol
preaching.” He scems 10 have
heen' rather loo progressive
for some of his brethren and
was anee nctunlly suspended
from duties. However, his
contribulions ta harlienlture
were belter apprecinled.

Al that time the diogese
of Londaon seems (o have ex-
tended 1o the American
colanies and  Henry Comp-
ton, who was always loaking
for pew plaals for jus garden
at Fullum Palace, decuded 1o
combine the propagahion of
tie gospel  with botamsing
and he =emt the Rev John
Bonnister 1o Virginia with
that object. The whale story
s {on lonz to tell here, but
the resull was to give the
hishap lse finest collection
ol exatic plants in the king-
dom and many of these are
grown in our gardens todav.

There are no records of
e garden of Compton Wyn-
vates m 1f5 Tudor heyday
and 1l seerms Lo Have pissed
inta decline 1n the 17th cen-
fury. The ha-ha, whieh bor-

ders the parden on #wo sides,

15 presumabls 18th  century
bt by the mid 191h eentury
this hu-ha  was  apparently
keeping sheep in rather than
out. for the large area on the
south side was being grazed
by sheep when the filth mar-
quess consiructed the present
fopiary pgarden an this sile
towards the end of the last
century.

This area seems to have
long been known 1o the
family as the “Best Garden,™
cven when ot was mere cheep
pasture, and one can speca-
lite an what vast formal gar-
dens might have oconpied the
site 1 earlier 1mes,

Today, the Best Garden 1k
a fine museum piece of late
Victlarinn tapiary and formal
bedding, probably one of the
best axamples of its kind in
the country. Two of the
clipped bushes arc said to
teprasent Henry VTIL, two
Ehzabeth 1. It was a nice
thought but none is comph-
mentary to cither father or
daughter. There is ap wun-
usunl turf bridee over a small
cenlral pool that eould be
st mgderns Do Ul ot
ktnow s age or origin
Lurge sweeping lowns sur-
round the house and provide
an appropriate geiling. On
the north is a straight-sided
waler area [lorming  three
\fidcs of a sqiare, The ——

L

siela wihim has larze <hrub
and  herbaccous arcas with
grass paths.  Tiis water s
known as the Moat, but 1t
hHas much in common with a
Dutch = style garden. Na
donbt 1t 15 the remains of a
moat surrounding an earlier
house.

There 1s no walled parden
with  Its glasshouses  and
ather appendages, which one
expects 1o find im a parden
of this kind. One must have
existzd a1 ong ume but {1 is
certamly well concealed of 1t
exists  today.  Professional
gardencers of the |ast century
would  have regarded  the
walled garden as “the gar-
den' Tt was here that the
pardenine sktlls were seen at
their best  The lawns and
topirics were the pleasure
prounds where the skills were
mostly tidving up.

The setting for Compton
Wynyates is interesting and
attractive, being at the bot-
tom of a stecp slope. It does
not command the views that
onc often finds. hut it prob-
ably enjovs prolection from
winds,

The garden is open on Sat-
urdays, Sundays and Wed-
nesdnys until the end of Sep-
tember from 2 pm. 10 6 pm.
It les about three miles
south of the A422 Straiford
i0 Banbury rond qp Edpe
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Let me tell you
a tale of the
Wild Service Tree

YOU muy be expused and,
indeed, 1 hope 1 may
excised also, Ior finling to
demunstruta immediate
familiariny  wath  the  Wild
Service Tree

My day o day hnm-
drammery hinges not upan
irs welare.  The Service
Tree  has  por esactly
sepped me gpon the faee
ol omy Lapsehinsness-—1
tell che shamefaced rruth.
il a recent rode awaken.
Ing. 1 had never dver hea
of the Service Tree

Al «f this moght have
becil, under many Gircum-
Etaflees,  quite  enremark-
able, ARer ull — none of
uy ponsiders lmsell 10 be
all-knowing, Howeaver, there
T cerain complicatons to
this atherwise simple story,
Thera e, [ should explain.
good reasens why vou and
1 shauld hesh koow o sreat
deal  about  the Serviee
Tree

The Wild Service Trec
15 s known  becsuse ir
needesl 1o be distinauished
frem  Lthe “True Service
Tree” @ connnental speoies
sametimes Srown N Bar-
denss which beam an edable
pear—shaped fruit,

The Wild Sergiee Tree
on the other hand, 18 rar-
elv. of ever. planted - [for
some obseara reasen) and
therefore, 15 indicative of
weolland  survivioe  Lram
primeval  times.  This s
whit, prma-iy, makes the
trée  of  siemificance o
maturalise.

For  when  »yopn have
found vour Wild Service
Tree you ean be fuply cer-
tarn thar sou are [oakg
at i llittle blt of countr-
didy which has  femained
refatvely  unchanged  for
hundreds of years,

This tpu of habitat |s
very imporiani these (davs
Tt hes achieved real scarcits
value.

Nimrahsis db onet find
antiguity importanl lor
uite the sane reysons gs
these expressed by collec-
ters of works ©f art or
ancent fuis of [(ommiture:
Hawever, (Here are simtilari-
tley,  Naturalists  wish 1o
nreserve: obd, unspoilt mea-
dows ain order 10 giin some
perapective Telatve o the
evolliten of the colnrny-
sde. They alse  like 1o

evamine the wildlifc which -

n  terwoven,  in
thregds, into the backaloth
ol the geuntryside.

Nat  many people, |
would guess,” buy antique
furniture 1n e-der to gain
insight inte the  sctdwiie
of w wotms, '

The lkind el ancien
couniryside which is home
o the Wild Servige Treo
alsv houses some of e
last stands o the pnkish
purple mealow saffron and
the  lovely cowslip
ramdly beceming o ranity
in some areas,

Anclent meadows repre-
sent ‘the closest thing 1o
heaven fer muny insect
enthusiasts  whiie  several
species of bird and mam-
mil  regard these  ald,
undistuched leys, as o home
withour equal,

You may now wish to
find vour awn wild service
free. | can tell yau lintle
mhoul gl It s g member.

o the rose family (Sorbus

T teri—lalea  Tha

(hy
Eric James

terminalis) and v 0 =mill
e of mixed woodlands
al
the maple. [t hai wiits
flowers und' reddish brown
heores  which  are  just
swueet cnough 10 be earen
rdw,

Which all leads me pn,
quite vonveniently. ‘o the
major Lheme of this artiele,

There #s, at  present. =
natien-wide  survey  beins
eartid U} ta establish the
range @ status ol the
wilrl servica tree, The exer
clse 15 belng masrersminded
by the Borpicpl Sociewy af
the Briish lsles and  the
Neturs Conserviancy,
Leznlly gt js  being  co-
prdinated by the Wor-
cestershure Nature Conser-

vatioen Trusr Led.
{W.MN.CT.

You may leel. hke me,
that  =such an  imperant
piece  of research  shouki

not be kept upder wraps
fer &0 |ong. The general
heip of rhe pohlie wonld
be. surely. valpalble  Aller
all; reports of  Lrees  are,
emminently, checkahle.

Cnscrupulous  chamcters
whiy wished 1@ make 2
mack nf the projeet. and
ignorant  ingividuals  whe
conld aont t2ll 3 wild ser-
vice wes from a butrarcup,
could soent be  ch:minated
by ke simple expedient of
druble checking on
Taported reronds.

And wer, the help ol Mt
and Mes Map-in-the-Street
has not Dbeen sought. The
neL resull s that theve ore
millions of peeplz like sou
and ke m2 wha do nop
kocw  that  wild  seeviee
Lress exist.

T am sometimes forced
to wonder whether it s
not high time that  such
an impottant area ps Nature
QONSETVATAD Was taken pur
of amarcus  hands, (And
after a rpetnark ke that
4 suppose 1 should “expeet
& heavy posr bagl).

The W.N.CT. bas a Jot
o whour abour — ‘but it
spems td have bee daing
very little shouting.

Tt leooks after many
resprves which include
some 60 acres of flooded
eraval pits and [lash pools
at Upren Warren, where
owver |60 species of birds
have been recorded,

Also there iy the Knapp
Faopermill Heserve at
Alfrick with its expanse of
water meadows and very
oid mixed woodlands
fincluding several acres .- af
coppiced wild service
trees”, The Ravenshill
Wacdland Reserve caters
for an educntioal need, 1t
bogsts 8 "Nuture Discovery
Ceptre" and  displiys  of
books. pamphlets and post-
cards,

The WNLCT. also runs
stude  sestons  at . which
child+en are espacially wels
eome

The W NCT, Seeks the
sypport of all those in the
count who are interest
o the  consemvatwn  of
nalure. The work if 15
secking te do 18 W )
of support, and the beoefits
of membership are con-
stderable — imeluding
access to many  of  the
reserves, a o capy of  the
Reserves  Hundbook., the
Trust Journal, three news
lestars and three issuvs of
thy naponal Conservation

-—Revue ¢ach vear. In addi-
fon  there o¢ organised
meetings and summer study
ST5IONS

Whether the (rust
actually  dmserves  support.
when It cannot even

manage ¢ run fo an eniry
in the telephone direetory.
in annther mateer. [t really
ts. uime  that the conserva-
tion wopld pulled dtself up
by 1ts hoortrings.

For these who will want
ro take advantage of the
very reai benefits of mem-
betship of the W.N.CT. |
have raken the trouble to
discover she oddress of the
SECTETALY . . . N, W, Wells,
“Fox Hill"™ Ulenhall, Hen-
ley o Anlen, Warwickshire,
Tek Tlenlev-in-Ardan 1416
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A HISTORY OF EVESHAM HORTICUL,
Mid-19th century developments
and experimenls at Evesham

BY R. W. SIDWELL, N.D.H.
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throughout the fength al tie bl
hut rather miore pipidly an i G,
Fhe movoment of waler within (he
bt s neglimble

I weparazus s jo be sived aca
erap in the Vale (e time las comw
for some mational resliiiking <o ot
us take all of the pmns step by
step, god see what we cion o phaug
[t A we should be: miarketine Lipm
anfy. T think thae. all gsparagus
feture should . be giown mare oF
less “niahe et Phe Falluwing
oty seemy ta ke of the greideat
imparbanee:

S0IL

The Ling cluvs of Evecham pro-
duce wery |ueh-quality asporages. [
am eonyinesd thot tas (5 (ke cuse.
In all other areas. the orop is grawil
on sundy soils, often in exppsed
ploces where driving sand  storns
aea oanuion, i have actbally  seen
asparmgus  from i places
L BRI T

2

lered for sale cireyime
of  wind-blown  sand Such soad
purticles are difflenll to remove
Irom tehind the hrucets of the
asparaghs bod with ordmany wash-
i and grnty asparasus is ahjre-
tiemaiile ul the whie

On ke ather hind our heavies]
Slay <oils o peesent certmin proh.
lems 0 cultivation umd Bt omay well
bie dusimble 1o move an 1o some of
the medmm loame coch gs are
found if the Budsey Serjes sails:
Moy of these ara alecady pin
dueing - excellent  nspiragas, e
thieee s a very Lirge Gres of lund,
often sibstanially of Middle Lins
oripin. whch | o sonvinced conld
grow the linest aspamseus ino e
world. It is waiting for the erop,

SPACING

Since oor preseiit nler-row spac-
ing is determiined by (he amount of
aofl it is hecessary (oo Sl uvar the
Erowms, We midst nol assumie that
we really know at the piesent trine
what the ‘|deal spacing is; bug |
think we mighl well refum (o bwa-
row heds. Perhaps: a usefu] tria]
spocing would be Lws rows o 15 0
sguare With 2 fl belween: the
double rows, piving u plam denszity

of nhowt (6000 per acre. This
compares with  abour 10000 on,
many  Evesham holdings, and s

low a5 5.000 on
plantings w fhe ern  guuntias,
High plant-density ang of the
mos imporiunt points {for, as the
[ate John Hall once remarked after
visiting one East' Angliin holding:
“Thee wearst 0 masier lot of shie
leather out,  looking  for  them
buds." The great iman knew his job.

sume al the oldgy

DEPTH OF TLANTING

The crowns must be deep enongh
o give [ull proicetion’ against
darnnle by subreguent  cullural
apernlions. This may menn plinting
R little deeper than In the past, hut
i should w1l be possible to pull
some ol back ever the bieds each
yenr 1o maintain  the required
depth.

CULTIVATIONS AND WEED
CONTROL

We 'wiIL tuke these {wo subjecis
witether, bretuse they are so inler-

dependent. 1 helicve thay nsparagis

lends  jrself 1o chomical  weed
contral  better thun soy  other
mirker garden crop prown here at
the Eru:tni time Al annon| weeils
il be suppressed for the seanon by
ihe use oF Simazm, Many perennin]
weeds, ndtubly bindwegtd and couch
grass, can abso ha chemically con-
tralled, although it would he folly
deliberately 1o piant nsparapus (0
sl budly infestisd with perenninl
werds, Perenninl sow thislle s our
most diflicult weed |9 eradiente and
this, wnfortunately, s sproad
widely through 'mineh of the ald
asporipus land.

I om  qulle convineed that
enprmous damage bos Dbeen done
o asparneds crowns in the sy by
the  ordinary  digging-nnl  process,
The hreaking of the Nushy rools
with thew rich food store 1= W
sstious miller sind ne culllvation
i

R. W. SIDWELL’S scheme
to regain the lost 1,000 actey

should go deep epongh 1o ruach)
tliese Poins, NEvericess, A Ll
steface phdl maosd oo i ined.

LLmNG

Cutting pwf riwsee than 2 inch or
s [olow sl evel should ennhic
i el b fe dond by unskilled
workers e fess e Wl i 1uoe
tanen by Wlny skilled eutigrs ar
vhe proscay time; | owould heape thor
the o glouble rows could be et
drom opne alléy. bur owark  study
conlld deterinine ety teeh-
nigue and alse the best dpnl 1o ss
For the purpose, abtheugh i thi
ronmection am stdl ipclmed 1o
Tusour the present Eveshao aspar-
ks fenife

When cut. the hods shopld be par
Lrder cover i o eon], shed us soon
ns possllle

GRADING, PATKING AND

MARKFTING

1 wiatalme  three  possible
melhods of markeling (Hs eop
I'he conventional types of bundles
are finishied For our purpose, Select,
whoily — edible, 1ips | couid  ee
theough the  quick-froeze  trade
Adtrachve pre-packs,  Tully T~
tedled  apainegg, evapolalion  loss,
cusld be  marketed throngh  jhe
normitl channels, These could, {F
desirect he put up with sutlicient
i buse o alluw them o . be
preked up by the fingers when be-

= —

ing muen but Ihey Shauld, ned
Lhetess, be litarally “ready for'|
pot”

-

Fimully, [t deems  thn

chiapest pock would he 1o
cutefully ond 1o pack Inoee iy g
able s folly pro

Tamutn Boxes (12 I} o teays ane
iopesaliliny. Some mighy I}uw:ul
lirger unies— say 20 i,

Seali ol activity

A scheme such us | visimlf=
woulil requite supperling by 2 good
pubihets camparm.  This  wanld
cust money und would be justified
anly if Jorge supplics “Wete avajl-
able, The first utm miust be o e
gain the lost thowsund sores, The
gioss salue of this ut jhe spacing
supgosted might be inthe regrin ?E’
4400000 per annum bul o gond
deul of this: would 'be absorbed &
mirkeling cosls. Opee thit firget
was reached, (e way showld Be
tlear o expand  After all, the peak
Actepge wis tenched o The 1930s
when industie was deprassed. It s
# poor look-put for us it we can-
I‘IOF do better thun thar now.

The scheme would =l for ble
thinkmng and perhups we bave: na-
ans i Evecham eupable of done
this. Perhups we should leave it ia
East Anpla or the Commun
Marker countries . . . buy [ think
it i3 & pity of] the same.

s

r = &

ASPARAGUS. FELLING, 2 Brotforfon droam—or nightmare , . .



THAT will be the effect of the Common
Market on the weights and measures
system in use Iin horticulture? Must we en-
visage the market pardeners of the future
calculating their fertiliser applications in kilo-
grams per hectare? Will it be possible to bring
those shightly withered nets of parsley back
to weight under a decimal system by sprink-
ling with water?

Weights and measures have evolved (o scrve
the needs of the community in question. As
fong as trading extended no further than the
next village, it did not matter very much what
system the next village but one was using.

One of the earliest measures used for market
garden purposes was the strike, which seems to
have been a bushel over a good deal of England,
but could be as small as half a bushel or even as
much as lour bushels in some places, There are
relerences to strikes of beans and onmons at
Evesham as fur back as' 1742, This. however, is
looking  backwards; we should be looking
lorward,

The habit of adjusting the size and type of
package to the immediate needs of the time and
place 15 not lmited to the olden times. This
point s well dllustrated i Mr. Norbury's article
n the Agricultural Supplement of February 23,
In 1t he tells ws that the British Standards In-
shitutton  has. since 1957, standardised bushe]
boxes, flower boxes, tomato trays. punnels,
punnet trayvs, vegetable crates, chip baskets and
tomato baskets. He adds, somewhat rucfully ;
* It may well be that many ol these will have
to be altered again should we start exporting to
the Continent.”

If the decimal comage system comes, shall we
see the end ol the dozen as a uni of count?

BAKER’S DOZENS

The old * baker's dozen ™ scems Lo have dis-
appeared now from most trades.  The market
mformation columns of the Lyvesham Journal
around the end ol last century show that vege-
tahles and flowers sold by count were to be in
dozens of thirteen. [ believe the practice prob-
ably died out belween the wars. Chick
hatcheries catering for domestic cgg producers
seem to have retained the thirteen-to-the-dozen
system, | have alwayvs marvelled at the ability
of these hreeders to pick out a chick that is
slightly below par and put it in as makeweight,

The decimal system
IN HORTICULTURE

By R. W. SIDWELL

—————

It would reajly be much kinder to the customer
if they would wring the little beast’s neck.
The change [rom Fahrenheit to Centigrade
will ultmately be welcomed by all, once one has
become familiar with 1. ‘Lhe Fahrenheit scale
was based on a scientific miscaleulation. The
Cenuigrade (more correctly, Celsius) scale has
long been in use in this country for scientific
work and for industrial processes, Many people
have had to carry the two scales in their heads.
The sooner we [orget Fahrenheit the better. We
have got to learn to think Centigrade and not
to have to translate it into Fahrenheit hefore it
means anything. :

IN BOOKS

The main landmarks are simple enough;
0 deg. C. is freezing point and 100 deg. C. is
boiling point of water at normal air pressure.
Comfortable room temperatures lic belween
15 deg C, and 20 deg. C.; 30 deg. C. is un-
comfortably hot. I hope that articles and books
giving temperatures for glasshouse crops will
switch over to the mew scale, We will soon get
used to it

On the subject of land measurement, the
Evesham pardeners have a huge laugh on every-
one. | do not know anywhere else in Britain
where the square chain, one-tenth of an acre, is
the unit of small land measures. From mediaeval
times, acres. roods and perches have been
generally adopted. and for legal purposes are
still in use even in the Vale. Only on Ordnance
Survey maps does one find the decimal system in
ollicial use, What could be simpler than the
square chain?  The length of a cricket pitch
squarcd and we have 0.1 of one acre!

This reminds me of an incident 1 the war
vears when | was enlering some acreage details
on an official form, using the decimal point
belore the number of square chans.  An old
gardener was waltching me and said: * Decimals
don't make sense to we. We allus works in
chams!™

I do not know when the chain came into the
Vale as a unit of land measure, but it certainly
should be umiversally adopted. A change-over
would probably miecet with strong opposition
from the legal profession and estate agents, but
there would be enormous advantages ultimately,
Will anyone join me in a napional campaign to
have the Evesham system generally adopted and
thus case the lives of future generations of
school children?




Pollution _

The risks

Pollution {5 fashian-
able at the present mo.
ment. It 15 good to find
thit we are at lase be-
voming aware: af the
folly of our reckless
mode of life. Words
like “2cology™ and “en-
vitonment”  have  Dbes
come part of the every:
day language of ordm-
arv pepple ingtead of
that of a speecinl group
of scademic seientists
waorking in a guiet hogk-
warer of humgn know.
ledae,

Pollutants, ‘:1"- S prudul:!

of  “dvane

in horticulture "

By R. W. SIDWELL

nu]::llm bﬁl:anee and e
neel o maks . TIRLLE
dalicisngiag, nownh.um “\‘rvﬂ
comin from  the intellipent

“nomial” use of (eptilisers.
Unbalsnged mantring may
lead 1o susceptibillty to dis-
ease, bul ‘correst mantring
2an lead o soms measure
of resistance. It Is ‘the |ob
of the moders goll ch

ﬂm
T|'jutn
D) weeds, (I} fun 4
tecia aod g m e
-animals, . A I'L:ga
mange of materials has hes
developed to deal” wlm ea:h
of thesn three. They n
Row ga muck pary of i
noremal partam n! atop |'|'|'|]_

o stz thar fertiliser usage
19 ad|usted to give opitmum
responsy  Exporionced
growsrs know Inatinctivaly
what this levelis,

Nitrogen
e

Since ritrogen pwrkleu
the mnsr sf In-

hat to aty
do without :Iaem wold l,,
el et o o
£ In
withaut d #et along
Soray chem!uk eame |
:E nutaurx. Some &ppE.‘li r?,

lhme m;_[ kJ.n‘d .ﬂ'

insidious than araquat,
The ergannchilorines, oncd
Hiought ta he absalutaly
sife and gold without any
form  of restriction, hove
slowly come under a clond,
Dieldrin, 2idrin and heplas |
cliior are now very severaly
restricted in their use and
BOT, 15 following the
dame way, What a2 wonder-
fol  material DODT. was
when introduced thoue 30
Yearm apn. Absolutely safe.
Wot Tike  thar dangernus
lead amenate which ¢ re-
plazed, Wisdom |s an ex-

cradee 1y growel, there-has

Namurg can cops with the
wasie pradiets of primitive
peoples and sparse popiia
tors The rice |n the stand-
ard of tiving 1s inevitably
‘assorated with an |nerease
in woste per Head of (he
population,  We rmight de-
fine 2 fdoh sandard of
bving ax the capacity to buy
4 packet ol erlsps Instead

of  having o use [resh
pommices, It 14 & sad
anachroniem  chat, as  the

standard 2f [ivinn rises the

guitliiyed 1ife deglines
Dut boew doss all s
aleet  horticullure?  The

anti-pollutian Tebby usually
bave two maln @rems in
fheir ertpcism of arowars
ol fobd vrops,  fortilisers
and spriy chemicals  Thay
are  often  hracikéted to-
fether uod seated as one
ond ‘the same thing by the
ignorant wha eonstitite o
vociferous.  thouph il m
formed,  minonry o’
anb-pollutionise ndued
one such man wrote 31 nave)
based on  the effecte of
organo-chlorme  fectilisers|
Whateyer  ohiemises  may
bave dene, they have ger
tainly not Invented anything
ke rhat yar

Storage

There ars problams eon-
nected with fertlliser wspge,
but they are quite differant
from these of crep spray
chemicils, The nutrients
chut plano ke (p from the
soil are mostly sone of
slmiple rhemica) com:;
pounds.  This  [=  true
whethier the purdents come
from  patural otzanle resi
dues, naturally  onccuring
tinerals or modermn  com.
centmafed  [erillsers Al
that the fertiliser dors 1 to
supplemant thar which s
there natarally.

Provided attentlon 15
paid to tie importance of

-salis

GROWER
BOOKS

it geems to be the pojicy
(o teduce officlal sourdes
of advice. You can com-
pensate |n part for thls
[ osing the GROWER
BOOKS comprahansive ser-
7ioe to find written lofor
mation on: almos  any
| subject. WHy not . to
fleatch us out? We nileht
ven be ahle ko trice the

been = o over
apply this element and
thers  i= evidence  that
mitTafes can harmful o
animals;, fneluding mag o
exten in excess. Mast of the
nitrogen taken in hg slanrs
15 in nirrate farm bur this
ls econyerted  folo pr:ll:=lns
aed  related

& a few thing 1o huy We
! 5, many. bave | boughr our knpwlzdge
Expat “3ide ulf r.lm ar-—mmﬂu.lorlneg dear.

nflne!.l. m are imperfeerly
Soma the tara. Icrhnpﬂ mizhe bie al-
ald= nn’m; are slrprising to sgund & fipal
herb-‘dﬂ_r_" B exe m'n:q'l nofe on 113
tra e sityatinn hpe  matemals, Muoch ol the im-
arlsen with the material  PelUs Lo get thelr use re-
pacaquat.  The concentrate  stricted ' came from  our

s extremuly no-sonau.: ir
drunk,

There i3 fothing rm::)c
able about that, Plenty of
quite materinle are

fairly rapidly. and this con-
stitites am) fmpormnt  part
of the animal food which
planls grevide. The trouble
soems to come [rom lirge
auannties of unelsharared
nitraces. This  sltimtion
arlses only durlng perinds
of oxceptionally rapid min
rate uptake by the plam

A greator nollanon
threat  urising  from  Migh
levels of feruliser applica.
tion s the rasing of the
eompsntratlon of diEsnlved
In. oor waierwoys
through dralnige doss from
agriculeural lund, Since hor-
tichlture  bas the  highest
leve] of fectiliser nsaea the
dralnage lesses sre Bigher
The problem hare s not
casy 10 solve, Some fanptles
binme “chemical” fert/llacrs,
hue  wharever system  of
mafarmg ls adopi=d,
whether it be whelly o
ante or otheswise 2 high
zral of fersllity means 2
hith Jevel of dralnage Inss.
This seams ta be inevitable
Hy maintaining the land in
a cropped state g1 much as
posaible, some leaching 1%
avolded, Apd (laing = the
most  aoluble
soaringly and onlv when 3
erop 15 in 2 peadidon o
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