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Most people will be
aware that potatoes,
tobacco and tomatoes
reached us from the
Americas In Tudor
times. These three
plants have contributed
much to our way of life
and seem destined to
do so for some time to
come.

The early introduc-
2 tions rnre!i came to us
% direct. The Spanish
2 were well ahead of us
% in  colonisation and
% plants introduced by
= them became estab-
& lished in Mediter-
% ranean countries some
time before their intro-
duction to Britain.
Sometimes the wes-
tern origins of these
plants was not appre-
ciated
s Parkinson,
& Instance, says that
> tomaloes ‘'growe
# naturally in the hot
& countries of Barbary
¢ and Ethiopia; yet some

report them [irst
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4 Ynd.les." Geographica
% boundaries were still

somewhat vague in the
= early 17th century and
& anywhere the other
# side of the Atlantic and
% south of the Arctic
% seemed to pass as

“West Indies' to Par-
kinson.

One of the most 30 u-
2 lar of modern bedding
% annuals, the African
% Marigold, a native of
% Mexico, acquired its
4 “African'" appellation
@ hecause |t
= naturalised
& Africa long before Its
« introduction into
% Britain. Gerard’s 1587
& ilustration and des-
= cription of the "Greal
% Double African Mari-
% gold'" makes it clear
o that the large double
2 flowered marigolds
2 were In existence at
= thattime.
A4 The year of its intro-
4 duction into the Medi-
4 terranean countries is
4 not known bul as it
4 takes some years of
selection to produce
double flowers from the
wild single forms one
“ may assume that the
forms brought over bﬁ
the early Spanis
advenlurers were gar-
4 den plants already de-
veloped by the native
lisations. The
# French Marigold had
similar origins but
reached us via France.
% Some of the new
& world planis were quite

Ty

- Most popular

different from anything
already growing in
Britain and they
widened the range of
plant form avallagle to
gardeners. Such n_Ipluul.
was the yucca. There
are numerous species
of these in Central
America, The first to
reach us was Yucca

Joriosa {from SE USA.
%he R Dictionary

ives the year of its
Fnlroductlun as 1550 but
it was still quite rare in
Parkinson's time some
70 years later. The
yucca are imposlmi
plants and are wel
suited for growing as
isolated specimens on
lawns.

A plant with much
legend associated with
it Is the passion flower.
The commonest and
hardiest of these, Pas-
siflora caerulea, Is
native to Central
America and the wes-
tern side of South
America. The

anatomy of the flower
was symbolical of
Christ's passion and
the early illustrations
were modified to suit
this end. Parkinson is
particularly scatching
of these excessive
flights of fancy.
here is some confu-
sion as to the date of
introduction of the pas-
sion flower to Britain.
Aiton, the first curator
of Kew, who is usually
rc&nrded as the
authority on such mat-
ters gives the year as
1699. This can hardly
be correct as Parkin-
son describes and illus-
trates it in detail and
the 1633 edition of Ger-
ard he records that it
“is in good plenty
&_rowlng with Mistress
uggy at Westmin-
ster.” We will hear
more about this lady
and her late husband at
some future date.

Adaptable

When I first became
interested in plant his-
an I was puzzled by
18th century references
to the primrose tree, I
later discovered that
this was the evening
grlmrose Oenothera

lennls. This appears
to be a common plant
on the eastern side of
North America. It Is
not in the 1597 Gerard
but It was not uncom-
mon by the time of Par-
kinson. Such an adapt-
able coloniser would

Spanish
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Some early
American
Immigrants

not be long in establish-
ing itself.

The plant most com-
monly met with today
is not the original wild
American species but a

arden form known as

e. erythrosepala
which appears to be a
hybrid or sport of Euro-

ean origin. It has
arger flowers and, I
think, less scent than
the Oe. biennis as I
remember it in my
early youth.

For many years 1
have promised myself
a return to those haunts
of 60 odd years ago
when the still air of a
warm summer evening
was drenched with the
scent of this flower.
Such a visit requires
courage. One is afraid
of shattered illusions,

Much prized

The common nastur-
Trop

commonplace, every-
day plant that Is almost
despised as a conse-
quence. When first in-
troduced it was much
prized for undoubted
ood garden qualities.
he earliest nasturtium
to arrive here, how-
ever, was a smaller
flowered  species T.
minus, This is a gem of
a plant, daintier than
the common nastur-
tium. This is the one
seen in some of the 15
16th century Dute
flower palintings,
Tropaeolum minus
has been lost to cultiva-
tion more than once
over the years as the
larger species has
taken Its place. I
obtained seed of it
some years ago and it
has established Itself,
seeding down [reely
and emerging in the
late spring when dan-
ger of frost Is over.

The scarlet T. speclo- -

sum is In a different
class, This is a tuber-
ous perennial and is
often seen in the best
ﬁlardens scramblin
rough yew hedges.
is happler in the molst
west of Britain than in
the cast and takes a
little time to establish,
There appear o be dif-
fering opinions as to
when this plant came to
Britain, Some authori-
ties say 16th cent
but If that Is so It
doubtful if It became
established and |ts
reintroduction In the
mid 10th cantm:r is the
really effective date,
Another plant of indi-

Stags homn sumach in autumn.

vidual character that
came from the east of
North America is the
ad not been in Britain
long when Parkinson
wrote his ‘"Paradisi,”
He comments on the re-
markable resemblance
of the soft, downy but
thick shoots to antlers
of a deer in velvet. He
also observes that the
shrub suckers freely
‘‘whereby it is mightily
increased,” a view

shared today by many

a gardener.
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A sensation

It is nevertheless one
of our best shrubs for
autumn colour and is
best planted where it
can have room to de-
velop, otherwise it can
show a lot of bare legs.

The giant annual sun-
flower must have
created a  sensation
when seen for the first
time. According to
reports it must ghnva
been as large as it is
today. This plant is of
South American origin
but it had spread
widely through the con-
tUnent by the time of
the early European
colonisation, It was in
Britain hefore the end 2
of the 16th century.

The self elinging vir-

inlan creeper with its

rilliant autumn colour
is one of the most use-
ful coverers of bare
walls, The first one to
come over was the one
with compound leav :
now Ilmown ?l ?5}!:
enocissus quinquifolia, 3
It has had a vnquel.y of &
names over the years, :
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