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BREDON SPRINGS,
PARIS,
ASHTON UNDER HILL,
EVESHAM, WORCS.
Mns Dorneen Agutten WR11 6SZ.

'Rodwell! Evesham (0386) 881328

263 Station Road
Balsall Common
Coventrny CV7 7EG

26 Aprnil 2991
Dearn Mns Agutten

Thank you fon sending your delightful book so0 promptly and also for the
mosit interesting Letten. This naises S0 many poinis that 1 had better take
them in turn. Finst about myself.

As you say Foleshill was the main home of Zhe Sidwells. I was born in
Foleshill. My paternal grandfathen came grom Anbury but moved to Foleshill
and became foneman at Bretts Stamping, a drop donging gium of nepute.

T was born in 1909 and early in the Firnst War my father,with a §Lair gon
the ostentatious, exchanged 182 Broad Street forn Alton Hall, Allesley. We
shared this house with Gutteridges who werne tenant fanmens. Shorntly agter
the end of the wan Gutteridges netired to South Devon and that was when we
moved to AlLspath Hall to Live wth the Hollicks. My father, you will note,
sEilL had his eye on an impressive address although we had Little else.

1 studied botany and went into honticulture. 1 have been a college Lecturen
in honticultunal botany and a private consultant forn most of my working
Life, netining three yearns ago.

T have no known nelationship with any othen Sidwelfs othen than a nephew in
New Zealand. Doubtless a few generations back there would be a connection.

Vou ask about photographs. My elder brother, who died a few months ago, did
quite a Lot of photography and his son,my afornementioned nephew, has at
Least one photo of Alspath Hatl among a Lot of stuff which he showed me
when he was up here fon the funeral. T will write to him and see what he
can §4ind.

My memonies of AlLspath Hall are wholly botanical or apertaining Zo wild
Life. The §ield behind the house had huge areas of wild daffodils which
visitons picked fon six pence a bunch and masses of meadow saxifrage and
green winged ornchid. Tom Hollick was very proud of the 4ield. He considered
that it had not been ploughed f§on several centuries at Least. He took care
to take a Late hay cnop and do the Least to damage Zhe plants. In this he
was half a century ahead of his time. 1 wonder what it is Like today .The
bottom pool always had Zwo pairs of coots and one pair each of dabchick and
mallard as well as occasional visits g§rom swans. The Large marsh area at
the pool entrance contained many uncommon plants and the nearby arable
field had its visiting pair of corncrakes every year.

SEiLL on the subject of the Hollicks, their son, Alfred, a few years
youngen than 1 am is, 1 think, a historian. I have not had any contact with
the family forn over §ifty years. Have you ?

I no Longer drive a car which means that I am unlikely Zo see the Meriden
area again but if you are in this distrnict 1 would be pleased o meel you.
We have a wild garden which is open to the public under the National



Garndens Scheme to help the nurses. 1 Live alone with my dog and stilL hope




Zo get two mone books finished before I cease fo operate my wornd
processon.,

Do Let me know Aif there are any points you think I can help with.

Youns sincerely,

Ron Sidwell
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Mrs Doreen Agutter
'Rodwel 1!
263 Stgtion Road
Balsall Common
Coventry
Cv7 7EC
2nd June 1991
Dear Mrs Agutter,
Thank you for your letter of 30th May. I have read its contents with
interest. Please accept my sympathies with your domestic problems. I
represent the other side of the story. I live alone with the early stages
of Parkinson's disease. At the present time I can cope with all the
necessary jobs but I am increasingly aware that I will become a burden to
somebody eventually. My next door neighbour is a dear and keeps a watchful
eye on my activities !
I have marked your map as follows:-
% Main daffodil area
Other rare wildflowers
] # Bottom or lower pool
2 e Front pool
Site of small periwinkle and two golden saxifrages
»R Site of Mr Pointon' smallholding

| KS1‘te of Mr Pointon's retirement bungalow.

Notes on above.

The mediaeval meadow. I had expected to hear that this was ploughed up as
a war time effort at food production. The south corner could easily have
been left without much Toss.

Incidentally I was, myself, a War Agricultural Committee Officer but as a
horticulturalist I was concerneed only with fruit and vegetable production
in the intensive market gardening area of the Vale of Evesham where all the
land had been under cultivation for 50 to 250 years.

The pools. These were both shallow but supported a wide range of bird and
plant 1ife.

The stream after leaving the lower pool passed through a somewhat overgrown
area and here were found Tlesser perinkle (Vinca minor) and the two golden
saxifrages (Chrysosplenium oppositifolium and C. alternifolium). The latter
and the periwinkle were quite uncommon in the district.

Mr Pointon. As you say Tom Hollick married a Miss Pointon. Her parents had
a smallholding close to that marked Oak Cottage. It could, indeed, have
been 0Oak Cottage. Mrs Hollick always referred to it as Pickford, not



Harvest Hill. She was, to the best of my knowledge, an only child. I cannot

recall the existence of brothers or sisters. Her parents eventually retired
to a bungalow at the corner of Showell Lane. Mr Pointon was a grand old
character with ample beard and a metal hook in place of a lost forearm.

In addition to Alfred (always abbreviated to Fred) the Hollicks had a
daughter Mary, a couple of years older than I was.

I believe the above to be substantially correct but allowance must be made
for the wandering memories of an old man !

A few other items occur to me. We were always puzzled by the moat in
Showell Lane. Its small size, its excellent state of preservation and the
absence of buildings all make it rather a mystery.

In our day we always approached Alspath Hall through the foredrift almost
opposite Millison's Wood. The Showell Lane entrance was rarely used. The
bypass, of course, has cut this off now.

If T can help with any other items I will be pleased to have a try, digging
into recesses of an ageing brain.

Best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Ron Sidwell
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6 January 1992
Dear Mrs Agutter,

Thank you very much for your letter of 3 January. It is good to hear from
you again. I too have a habit of allowing correspondence to build up. I
often write letters in my head and deal with them so thoroughly that I can
convince myself that they have been done only to find some weeks later that
I have no copy and they were dealt with in my imagination only. I now do
everything on word processor and all letters are on floppy disc. As my
handwriting gets worse and my typing gets better this arrangement seems a
good one.

I am sorry to hear that your domestic problems get no easier. My Parkinson
trouble is only a slight inconvenience at the moment, in fact I am more
than pleased with my progress.

You are welcome to quote from my letters on the subject of Alspath Hall.I
hope you will include my complimentary reference to Tom Hollick. He was
very attached to his farm and proud of the mediaeval meadow.

The marsh at the entrance to the Tower pool contained numerous interesting
plants which I have not listed hitherto. I think the following might be
mentioned, Veronica scutellata, V. anagallis-aquatica, Oenanthe fistulosa.
On the nearby drier banks the two St Johns Worts were to be found,
Hypericum humifusum and H. pulchrum.

I am writing to my nephew in New Zealand on the subject of photographs.

You mention the Wormington brothers. I did not know them. In fact I knew
few Meriden people. My contacts were on the Allesley side. I went to
school in Allesley and worked there for six years afterwards. I knew the
people and the village inside-out.

Your Mr Elvis sounds an interesting man. I did not see woad in the area in
my time but I was not so familiar with the Eaves Green side. Woad was
originally an escape from cultivation and is rarely found far from old
settlements. Incidentally I have plenty of it in my garden. One interesting
plant of the Shafts was the wood horsetail, Equisetum sylvaticum. This is
common to the north and west but not at all common in Warwickshire.

I Tookforward to the publication of the book.

Yours sincerely,

Ron Sidwell
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