How a

Gardeh

of Eden was

Go up n sleep, narrow
rough  road from  Ashton-
under-Hill towards the top
of BHredon Hill and you
arnve n Paris.  And once
you are there it will not
tuke o minute 1o find
one of the most  nter-

esting gardens in the Four
Shires

Pans, England, is the home
of Mr. HKonald Sidwell, a
botanical and horticutural ex-
pert. He hives in n modernised
Cotswold stone house named
Bredon Springs and his land
Is  surrounded by peaceful
meadows on one side and, on
the other, o glorious view over
the counlryside stretching 1o
the foot of the Cotswolds.

But  while the surrounding
Land has a certain monaolony,
the one and a hall acres of
garden he tends have all the
wonderment you would expect
of the Garden of Eden.

It was at the beginning of
the sccond World War  that
Mr. Sidwell moved to Eves-
ham. He 100k up a position as
Ministiry  of Agriculture Dis-
trict Horticultural Officer, the
first such officer in the town

A COLLECTION

“I am a prolessional hori-
culturist and have been one
for 45 years,” he told the
Evesham Journal, “1 started as
u garden boy on a big private
estate in Warwickshire owned
by the grandson of Lord
1lifTe.”

Mr. Sidwell, now 60, started
doing advisory work laler on
and was once vice-principal of
the Pershore College of Horti-

culture.

“All my qualifications are in
horticulture, but my inclina-
tions are botanical,” he suid.

Together with his wife Mar-
joric, he began to surround his
house—three  old  coltages
joined into one—with a fan-
tastic collection of beauliful,
colourful and plain interesting
plants.

“We have been building up
this plant collection since the
beginning and we have been
extending it for the last five
years, This was the first place
we boughteWe Jivedwia. rented

before.

“When we found this place
was. for. sale we' bought: it Tt
is* very well documented and
goes back to the 18th cen-
-tury.

“We bave had very litle
done to the house. - We had
some waler and sanitation put
in, but it was just modernisa-
tion. All the original timbers
and stone are still there.

“I knew the area pretty well
and chose this place because
of the soils here,

“Being on the spring line we
have a bog as well as dry sites.
No mauer how dry the
weather we have permanent
bog."

MEANDERS

The garden fiself is divided
into several areas, each with its
own character. There are no
fences or boundunes, Except
the clever planting of shrubs
or the tactical leaving of an
old [ruit tree to separate these
areas, and they cach merge 1o
form a most pleasant walk.

The lawn meanders around
the bog area where all sorls
of colourful ard exotic plants
grow in unplatned harmony
against a backcloth of willow
trees.

Down the alope the lawn
leads to a2 garden seat set
among the expensive scent of
common  and  upcommon
shrubs and where you can look
down over the villages, if tho
rows of colourful flowers do
not grab your attention first

Walk towards the north and
there is a shaded sirol} among
the frult trees, walk ppwards
and west and there are the
rose pardens, greenhouse and
potted plants.

Back towards the howse,
each ttmt provides s difforent
blend of colours and a differ
ent side of Mother Nature's
character

“Some people keep buper)-
gars, Lome collect stamps, some
ploy binge, I collect plants.

“lI am a professional and 1
am interested in plants, not

use they are showy,

“I grow them because I am
Interesied In toma feature of
them. 1 like to sca if they will
Brow as well here ay in the
Himnlayas,

“To prepare o site, you
eliminate the weedt more ar
lent and then you ke the
site as {1 s nnturally. You then

| Mant a range of plants to e

what happens. You chooso the
1hings you think will do best.
You get a few disnppaintments,
while some plants you were
doubiful about sometimen suc-

ceed.

. "I like arrangements to have
characier. This garden iy partly
aesthetlc, parly scientifle, but
the arfy alde Is mors imporinnt
for me.

| "I do quitc A lot of paintings
and | have given leclures 1o

(| landscape architectsrat students

on the nalure of plants,

| "I hava studled the uss of
\trees, not merely to hide uply
ibuildings In the citles but to
Frrroulal:; a pleasantl agcompani-
iment to modern buildings"

' Te sum up his garden, Mr.

'accommodation for some years-

Sedwell did not thnk 11 was a
hobby as much as an imierest
g and pleasurcable part of
hus working hife

TThis is o owild garden 1o
BIVe mie g tminimuam of worl,

like 10 sce how litle work
we can do on 1

“To e the lawns  and
things here soould kil the place

dead 1 would rather cover 1t
up wilh concrete than Jdo that
It would lose s character

completely

“This is an attemplt to guide
nature rather than ght agaimst
L.

“l do not use any highly
toxic sprays here, and 1 only
use the less severe ones when |
have to. We have u large bird
population here and a fre-
mendous amount of butterflies
“We grow u lot of plants
that bultcrilies like because we
Iike 1o sce them We do hitle
spraying because we don't want
o upset them

"I make u hittle money from
the garden, but ot does linle

more thun offsct the cost of
My work tukes me all over
England and Wales

“I anly do work 1 ke
daing. I am n the positon

that | am sclf-employed and
can pick and choose (o a cer-
tain extent”

Mr. Sidwell's travels  have
been of great help in enabling
him to pick up unusual planis
He hus a sea aster which had
never been known 1o grow
away from s native  salt
marshes before It grows in the
boggy part of the garden in
spite of the lack of salr

“I believe 1 have 2,000
varictics of plants here,” he
said. I have not made a caty-
logue for a long tume. We lose
some from tme to time. Of
this tolal we have 100 dilferent
varieties of roscs.

UNCOMMON

“We have some uncommon
English plants as well as some
from South and North
America, Mexico, Canada,
China and the Himalayas,

“Many you can go out and
buy because they are common.
Some arc uncommon because
nobody wants to know about
them."

Two interesting  plants i
bloom fthis month were a
Japancse Bog Iris and a rare
English water buttercup,

Also, growing on the front
of the house, was a large vine
strainmg 1o hold up wvast
bunches of green grapes, With=
out glass or special attention
it was growing naturally.

Mrs. Sidwell- makes home-
made wine. The grapes are an
obvious subject, but because
of the easy recipe, she finds
that rose petal is a good and
readily available ingredicnt.

At present, the pride of Mr.
Sidwell's garden is a Clero-
dendron Fargesi. A large bush
with pale yellow flowers it
gives off the most glonous
scent. It grows next to the
hedge and could not fail to
Bive a passer by on indication
of Mr. Sidwell's business,

Near to the house s what
Mr. Sidwell claims, without
too  mwch confidence, the
Incgest mock orange bush in
the counmiry. It 18 250t across
und about 206, high.

"We did not plant il It was
alrcady hiere on the site of an
old outdoor carth closet, Per-
haps that s the secret of iis
success,” he said.

WHATS A WEED?

Maony of the planis ha grows,
though, would normally be
classified us weeds. An example
is the horsetmil growing next
to the willows.

“A weed s a plant out of
place,” Mr. Sidwell maintains,
“It 18 up to mo to decide
whether jt 15 out of place or
nol. A plant is not a weed until
it mes A nuisance.”

To show whal he means he
pointed to various plants col-
lected from their wild environ-
tent on the cocast of Wales.
They certalnly did not look
out of place hut tended 1o add
character to the. garcden.
Finally, Mr. Sidwell pointed
to n four-leal clover. Known
as wild Buich clover it is
apparcnly not so rare. He even
has them growing in pots. If
you need a little luck, you now
know where to go, .






