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) Let us face the facts

‘& Frnm bcins indu:lri’i“}' dominant, with
e investments in every land, this country has
.f‘;k- suddenly become desperately poor. [t is
' painful, yet it is a fact. Two lessons are
b | T:; being learned — the preciousness of linancial
':'f'. independence, and the need to grow more
:t; food at home.
":’L- Because of his intensive methods of
cultivation and high value of his crops,
A the grower under glass is most able to

help in this task, His duty is as clear cut
and as essential as ever. He must grow

as much as he can, as well as he can,

This entails the need to examine
carcfully every aspect of reduced yicld or
inferior crops. Are his glasshouses  in
perfect  condition? Could a
greater arca be put under glass?
Are the latest technigques in

glasshouse design available to

TOTTENHAM)

THE LARGEST
HORTICULTURAL
BUILDERS IN THE
UNITED KINGDOM

Duncan huc

LTD. ESTD. 1830
G ILAS S HO US ES

HORTICULTURAL BUILDINGS DIVISION: LONDOMN, N.15.

together

him ? Are labour and operating costs
being  raised through badly functioning
houses ! In a word, can productivity be

increased ?

Increased and more efficient cultiva-
tion under glass is at all times a safe
investment. Our people will alwaya buy
English produce in preference 1o imported.
This country in fact can consume all that

can be grown here.

We at Duncan Tuckers can  build,
rebuild, repair or supply the materials
for all the Glasshouses required for this
increased  production, so  vital at  the
present time. Is not this the moment
when you, the grower, and we, the
glasshouse  builders, should
get together to further our
country’s [interests, te our
muiual advantage ?
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FRUIT TARGETS REACHED?

HOME MARKET REMAINS UNEXPLORED!

A T one of the fruit tree aales held lnse
% winter, | mel an poqumintance with
whom 1 had completely lost tooch for
about 12 yeara. Quite natorally  we
swopped confidences  covering  those
yenrn, und in the course of conversation
I hewrd my [riend hed tsken another
farm of some 130 acres which, for the
paat four years, he hod devoted to ex-
tensive: morket  gordening  and  dadry
farming. The dairving being decidedly
the secondary branch with him, he can
hordly De classed as o “double event™
grower a5 deseribed by Mr A W, Seorett
in’ The Fruit-ffrewwer al January 20,

He commented that in the first season
he eoild do nothing wrong, bat sioce
then it had become increasingly difficult
w omake the vegetahle side pay, and he
hod now  decided to g0 in Tor fruit-
growing.

Like Market-Gardening

There is not much doubt that if it was
an ey to change to fruit-growing ns to
vegelable production, the fruf-growing
mdustry  would soon be in the  same
chaotic #tate s market gardening.

et sdmit | felt =ome ENIOOYAnCe
ot the attitude of this grower, who spake
a8 though the change over was as simple
ne switching from  selling  motches 1o
haotlaces,

There was no feur on my part that he
and his kind would create n glug of fruit
im the near future, a8 his cholee of trees
seemeed o be enbirely  puided by e
price, but it i% to be hoped there wre
nof many who contemplate growing fruir
in the same casual manver. 1T thig hap-
pens we shall have considerable acreapges
of indifferent to poor trees, from which
only  crops  of poor  guolity can be
expected,

eing firmly convinced that our home
murket: potentind s practically unexplored,
I am of the opinion that there v plenty
of room for new plantings of most hard
wnid a0ft fruits in this country, but the
tme has come when gquality must be o
first consideration. Very considerable es-
pansion in the industry is possible and

By R.W. Harriss

desirable; provided the grower is deter-
mined to produce good qualiey fruit ot
A price thet is within the reach of the
nvernge family purse.

This, of course, ia much more eansily
said then done, but the seoner LTOWErS
take u real interest in the "goose thet
lays the golden egas,” ic., the public, the
better It will be for wn industry which
has heen piven a new lease of life and
which should be carefully nurrered,

There  seems 1o be & falely  general
feeling of unessiness among fruit-growers
regarding future miarkets, for soft fruits
m particular,

The informstion poes around  that
poreage mrgeld lor certain soft [raitss are
being rapidly approached; indeed, with
bluck cureatts we have been told it hos
nlready been passed. It would he of great
interest  to  mnny  peapls,  including
growers, to know how these targets arve
fixed, and by whom

If they are based on pre-wor demund
ol consumption of home-grown  Fridt,
the suaner they dre scrapped the better
Tor producer apd consumer, In those days
it wag not nearly so much @ surfeit of
fruit thut brought the indusiry to. such
n low ebhb oy a very real scarcity of cash
among the mass :?wuuld-bc CONRUTIETS,
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plut un elmost entire lack of co-operation
on the side of the processers. To round
off this truly unhappy stute, the Govern-
ment certainly could not have cored Jess,

To obtain 0 e picture of 3 sensihle
target aim, T feel that after hearing the
views of the sverage grower, one should
also ger the opinion of the housewife,
There Is not much doubt that the result
would be gquite illuminating, and 1 am
certnin the prower would become con-
vinced that the true target was such thoe
he need have no fear of passing it for
4 very long lime to come,

There must he hundreds of thousands
of familiee In thia country who did not
have the opportunity of tasting one decent
pie of pudding :mrﬁ- with fresh soft fruit
list wears nor will it be rouch better for
them this season, despite a likely big in-
crese in production,

With More Sogar ., . .

With  an  increased sugnr ration ar,
better still, ity de-mationing, those of us
who hive not entirely lost the taste would
be able once sgain 1o enjoy those richlv-
sweet pies and puddings now lirde more
than 0 memory.

With fruit and sugsr avallable {and
muaybe some fat for the erust), o great
deal could and should be done, by care
fully planned nations]  advertisine, 1o
encourgge the fuller use of fresh fruit

This wdvertising should not be & copy
of the colourless appeals we have seen
from tirme to tme, such as “Est More
Potntoes,"” but should be forceful and
imaginative, occupying a good deal of
space. in suitable medin, and imcluding
some of those splendid country redipes
ol old.

Let the home prower appreciate the
strength of the Britsh market ps well as
do  foreirn and  averseas senders, nnd
there will be fittle couse for pegsimizm:
nor, in the course of time, much mom
far imports of those fruits which can
he more satisfactarily grown here,

There ‘is no doubt thar the rapid ex
pungion of the guick-freese industry e
doing much to create grester eonfidenice
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among growers of soft fruit, snd again
this sesson very attractive prices  are
being affered, but it must be remembered
that the demand from this pew and most
important  outlet iz entirely dependent
on the-eventual demand of the consmer.
The majordty of the population are com-
pellecd to buy that which offers most for
money, and it is with this majority that
lies the tremenclous potentisl demand of
the future,

The public a8 a whole mist be
educated o the fact that it is as healthful
and necessary to include fresh fruit in the
diet as it is brewd, milk and meat. That
fruit should be considered a luxiry is
all wrong, and it is clearly a duty to the
fruit-grower t provide fully for the

manifold needs of the normal domestic
Consimer.

Owing to the widely different standards
of quality In fruit, it is guite impossible
to fix prices that are fair both to the
prower and consurner. Yer one thing s
certain. The profit margin of the whole-
saler and retuiler must be drastically cut.
On several occasions last vear, | nnticed
as much as ls. 6d. per Ib. profit being
saled for soft fruits. That kind of thing
iz enough to make the avernge housewife
shy at asking the price, much less buying,

To those who have misgivings  wit
regard to the Foture prospecity of the
fruit-growing industry in this country, |
would say, "Go shead and plant,” but
let it be done in the dght spirit,

Hereford Meets

The Machinery

Some First Time Displays In Large Demonstration At
Tillington

TI—IIE largest demonstration of horticul-

turn]l machinery ever held in Here-
fordshire  enabled  fruit-growers  and
market gardences in the West Midlands
to_keep pace with latest developments in
this wide and interesting field at Tilling-
ton; last Thursday, The programme was
arranpad by the NAAS and the Here-
fardshire AEC. over 5 scres of the
C.W.5. Fruit Farm.

Agricultural engineers: have entered fnto
the mechanization of horticulture with
enthugizsm and there is 0 wide sange
of machines for all purposes on  the
market. In the past some have not Tived
up to the claims made for them, but vast
strides, born of experience, have heen
miade in recent years, and the eguipment,
demonstrated under ideal conditions at
Tillington, was  of o particularly high
standard.

The demonstration embraced row erop
machinery, small tractors and cultivators,
rotary  cultivitors, gang mowers  and
griss-citting machines, transplanters, and
orchard spraying and dusting machines.

Among a prolific crop of two and
three-wheeled tractors :mdp cultivators, the
Mewmnn  three-wheeler {now nbtainable
with petrol or dicsel engine) wns having
its first public outing fn this part of the
country. The new four-wheefed Gamer
performed admirably and  impressed g
Inrge following 25 an ideal medium for
inter-row  and light cultivations, while
the four-wheeled Trusty proved itself
n useful addition to the famous range

Other interesting  machines in  this
section were the Pegson Unitretor, with
the engine inside its single wheel; the
new Maovfield, o two-wheeled tractor with
maowing attachment: the latest Ransome
M. (55, with itd 6 h.p. engine and rubber-
jointed tracks, giving low soil pressure;
the Colwood and the Barford Atom, with
their many attachments; the B.WLE,
British Ansani, Coleby Cultivator, the
Goodwood Motor  Cultivater, Gravely,
Gunsmith, Rowtrse, Troy, Wild, and
Wrigley.

Though the acreage of vegetables in
Herefordshire is not large, growers, faced
with increasing costs of lahour, are look-
ing to tramsplanting machines to reduce
their expenses. There were threz on view
—the ickstart, the Robot, and the
Teagle—and the main points noted about
all three were their simplicity of con-
struction end speration and their efficlency
af tractor speed. Where soil and  ather

conditiona nre suitable, there cin be o
doubt about the effectiveness nf these
transplanters aa labour-savers,

The rotary cultivator section included
among many others the Clifford, the Gem
rotary hoe and the Rotodller, the st
mentioned o pioneer of thiz method of
cultivation, 'l Clifford is being mar-
keted in no fewer than seven models.

The lnrger tractors demonstrated were

all old frdends of the farming industre,
and all are extensively vwsed in Hereford-
shire, At Tillington they displayed their
versatility in the market garden, all of
them being equipped for intersrow worl
They included the David Brown, the Fer-
guson, the Fordson, the Bristol, and the
new Nuffield, designed by Dr, Merritt,
who was responsible for some of our
most succesaful tenks during the war and
now works in other fields.

Ar yet in Herefordshire the mowing
of grass under orchard trees, instead of
grozing, 2 not widely practizced. For the
specialist fruit-grower and the owners of
bush cider orchards, however, there wan
a display of gang mowers and amaller
cutters, The Allen motor scvthe, the
Gieen pang mower, the Coleby, the
Gravely, the Troy and the Ransome gress
cutters. were among  those put  through
their paces.

Amid a galaxy of spra 'npi machines,
the K.EF Autoblani iubly attracted
most attention becouse of its modern de-
sign, but efficient sprayers, large and
small, also  demonstrated,  included
Craven, Auto-Cults, Clifford, Lister,
Dyake and Fletcher, Watson’s, Weck’s,
Pest Conirol, Edwinson Friend, Truosty,
Coleby, Hymatic, Ransome's and Forte
mist.

With the commercinl dusting machines
demonstrated was a new duster which has
been designed and made ot Long Ashton
Resenrch. Sttion, in which the dust i
distributed by a fan.

N.F.U. Final Frost Report

Damage Not Great: Warm Rain Will Compensate Loss In A
Few Months

" the whole, the effect of the fros:
damage to fruit is not nearly so bad
as 1t wax 6t first feared, said Mr Giles
Tuker, at 8 press conference st Bedford
Square on Monday, Growers in hollows
and frost pockets had suffered 4 bad loga
in some cases, but looked at from the
national standpoint, the loss: was not
great, and given some wirm roin now,
the effect would soon be forgotten.
Anpther argent peed for warm  rain

Steady, Fruit Growers!
FGLLDWI NG the May 8 frost, when
not a few of the national papers de-
clared fruit ¢rop  prospects  were
decidedly grim, one Fleet Strect daily
appeired on May 16 with detnils of
the experimental frost fan ot the
MN.LAE, HQ. Silsoe. It was stated
that “it wis intended to proceed on a
sermi-commercinl basis next spring,”

Far from mesning that the fan will
be in commercial production for the
1950 season, it will be some time be-
fore it is manufactured,

In the words of Mr. E. R. Hoare,
horticultural officer at Wrest Park, this
is the position: "What iz meant is
that we shall approach East Malling
and Wisley next sesson, and point out
that we consider the fan is now ready
for them to teat out on a frudt-pro-
duction basis, There is no question of
commercial production, That will de-
pend on the reports from the testing
stations.”

8o there's plenty of tme, fruit-
growers—and no need ta rushl

waa b0 offset the drought, which was on
the verge of becoming serous, If rain

id not come soon, the drought was
bound to have o bed effect on fruit crops
in most areas,

A FBnal survey of the frost dnmage
was issued, " because of the alarming in-
dividunl reports which have appeared—
some froit-growers ore apt to becorme un-
duly alormed,” Mr, Tuker said, The re
port gave the following information from
the muain frult-growing arens:

South  Hampshire: Unable to  pive
accurate report—damage up-to-date not
extengive.

Essex and Eamt Sustex: Some damage,
solely in low-lyving areas.

Worcester: MNothing serious,
Gloucestershire, North  Lines
Herefordshire: Mo report of dommge.

Suffolk: Some damage (severe locally
in the ease of plums) to binek currants
apples;, strawherries, pears and  prose
berries. ™o demage to cherries.

Norfalk: Some damage, especially 1o
soft fruits. Fruit also  suffering  from
effects of drought and cold winds,

Cembridgeshire: Effects of frost very
mixed—in the Wishech area there i
severe damage, particularly to  potatoed
and pooseherries in low  places only,
Strawberries lirtle domage. Apples virtu-
ally no damage. Victorin plums—only s
few frosted,

Kent: Some damnge to apples—cald
winds have interfered with setting. Loeal
dormnge to strawberries and pears,

Dorset: No reports of setbacks due to
fromts,

Devon: Some frost domage o plums,
but apples have escaped. Raspberties and
striwberries badly in need of roin

and
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CRlTICIEME of lack of activity by the

Horticultural Committee ef the Apri-
cultural  Co-vperative Society, made at
the recent Leandon gathering n}f that body,
appear te be rather more tham one of
the periodic storms which Bestir the tea-
eups af annual meetings.

Cften there outhursts are litile bug the
mdignant expression of a strang. personal
opinion, yet in the precent care there
feemi more likelihood that the depre-
catfons were @ manifestation af & prowing
fense of bewilderment, pwven fricstration,
existing among tome of the horticultural
co-opeyatives in this country,

It is mot altogether surprising.  The
membership of there bodies compirives in-
ditidual growers wha, from pitting their
Wits against the vagarier of indiidusl
marketing have turned to the benefils of
acting collectivefy,

Yet, just ar their own individual prof-
Pems found solution in -t peration, to
How the co-operativer themselues find a
general marketing porition grotwwing maoys
and more complex, with rome meature af
co-ordination bocoming a vital need, The
ca-aperatives, in fact, are anviowr (0 co.
operate, since it representy the logical de-
velopment of the bhane ideal

- - -
TWD pressing  problems  arise. First,
can the existing fabric of the A.C.A.
be so enlarged that hertioulivre can have
clore and’ wirorous specialist treatment,
with the wltimiate gim af  achicting 4
united mational co-aperative metwork,

If not, or if there is any risk that fior-
ticuiture must take second place to peneral
agriculture whick, so far as wmarheting i
cancerned, cannot have the same or even
faeh Pressing problems, does the futtre
lie with a separate Hortiewltural Co-
operative Asroctationd

This, in ﬂl:}ﬂffl. reonld obviously con-
stitute a trade body with such i future
that it could not be overlooked in ques-
tians of cansultations and Hepolialians,
Such an orpamisation might be frowned
upon by the N.F.U1, both from the stand-
point of divided representation and the
frinciple of wot separating  hortteulture
from apriculiure,

Nevertheless, particularly  vimee  the
NFU hay establivhed itc omm section to
stimulate the grommh of co-operative wear-
keting, we foel careful condderation 1;]
the entire position cannor be fang delaved,
The rapid grouth of horticultural  co-
aperatives, twithout anv markel colevion
or central guiding body dealing Fpecifie-
allv svith  Rorticultural blemis, might
casily lead 1o a chaotie ftltation,

Whatever courre is finally adopted, and
although it might a pear 6 fransgress
the cardinal principle that harticultur
and agriculture muyrt oo hand i hand, it
would seem the heighe af folly ever to
assume  that fhorticultural * co-operative
marketing matters can be dealt with othor
then en a wtrictly speciatise basrs,

L] L] L]

AS part of the final rolution to miarket-
ing perplevitier, the close co-apera-
fion of the eco-operatives i bound to
come. The desire already evists in certain
uarters: but so far i i3 anly aroakening,
t is doubtiul if thers would yet be any
wholehearted financil sipport for stbat
warld prave a cortly natiomal machine,
Clontinued ﬂmdg growih of co-ppera-
tives eill solve ¢ at, by an  imcreased
spread-voer of costs: and the time fa
visualice the sventual set=up ix now,

More About The Alstroemeria
By W. E. Shewell-Cooper, M.B.E., ND.H,, F.LS., Dip.Hort.(Wye)

THIE st common species of Alstroe-

Ll grown us 8 cut Hower to-day iz
aurantisea. A. chilensls bears Aowers on
sterns. only 2fr. long and so & not really
suitable as w cut flower: nor i it, on the
whole, so free flowering. 1 only wish ft
wis, as there are many lovely colours to
be had from this species. 1 am looking
tarward to the tme when | can buy
large guantities of the Ligtu hybrida,
hecause these throw flowers on sterns 3t
long, in many brilliant colours, | long to
grow these Ligtus in large  quantities,
for those that have been sold have made
very good money indeed. Of the A,
nurantinoa, Daover range secms to be
one of the best colours,

Previously, 1 have dealt with the
manuring of the ground snd the applici-
tion of fertilizers for these flowers, but
once the plints are in position it i
important 1o apply mulches over the heds
eich season, and this is dome, as o rule,
the moment the plints have died down
and the bed is :F:arad. There is o lat,
however, to be said for applying  the
mulch early in the month of June, and
if horticultural pest can be used the
weeds will be smothered and gradunlly
such organic matter will be worked or
work itself into the pround. Worms play
# great part, incidentally, in dragging
mulching materinl into the sodl,

Sawdust Effective

Twenty years ago leafmould was Blways
used for the purpose, Last vear [ paw
sawielust used with great effect, and on
other  flower  farms, spent  hopa, well-
rotted compost, and cut grisa. Northern-
em say it is worth while giving peat as
i top-dressing in the late auturmn, 3
protect the roots ngainst 0 severe winter,

Alstroemeria does not come in
struight lines in the heds, The shoots
appear through the ground anywhere they
please, and this mesng thar sl hneing
mist cease the moment the prowths are
seen. It is possible to carry out 0 kind
of light harrowing hétween (he so-called
“rows," or, in fact, over them, early in
the sesson, but the moment the shpots
are an inch or o shove the ground even
this must cease, Ore of the probilems
nhout the beds is thut the planits  will
ramble, and it i= necessary to be careful
o cut awny the runners which develop
outside the outline of the 4ft, bed The
plantas which are cut off can be used for
further beds, or thrown on the COm st
heap to rat down for manure.

If any of the fowers should not be
cut for some reason or another, 1t fa
Important o remove the heads hefore
seed-pody are formed, and the mament
the leaves turn yellow the stems ey e
cut down to ground level, When all the
stems have been removed the hed can
be harrowed over and he thoroughly
cleaned for the winter, and it is then that
Martherners apply the peat wp-dressing.

ere ore two main methods of plant-
ing. One refers largely to  the :srriall
grower, where the 4ft. hed iz convenjent.
A Zft. path is arranged bitwesr the beds
&0 that women can do gl the picking
frony the paths without wilking:
the ﬁ]nma themselves, Just befure the
war, however., | 'came nioriee o roeshas i

growers who had adopred guite a different
fystem, Thry were growing this fower
an 0 large scale, and they arranged their
rows 4f1. apart, planting the tubers about
Bins, des ridges  got out with a
double-sided plough for the purpise, The
plants were tgun allowed to spread out-
wards and <o form theic own bed, 50 to
apenl.

The rows, however, must never be
iallowed to encroach on one another, and
the scheme most growers adapt is to use
d rutary cultivator of seme kind between
the rows and so cur up any growths
which tend to mingle with those of the
next row. It is just a matter of taki
the cultivator straight up the middle ares
in between the two rows, 80 as to form
4 strip of what might be called “No-
mians Laod™ It 48 said thae hy this
iystem inuch longer stems with larger
fowers: can be produced,

As to propagation, it s usually done
by the division of tubers in February or
early March, If you nre buying tubers
it s usuul to purchase them by the
bushel.  Onee, however, vou have your
awn bed, it i3 4 simple matter to propa-

te, and much can be done, 1 am suTE,
g; selectiong specialiy good plants should
be marked and the tubers saved from
these, I never recommend the sowing of
seeds, though this is possible, but the
trouble i3 that you have to wait o long
and there ia 2 good deal of handling too.
A glasshouse is necessary, the seed being
sown alicut the beginning of September,
800 49 10 produce seedlings by the end
of May, in the north, or the beginning
of this month in the sauth,

The main eut of Alstroemeria pecurs
in July, though in very carly seasons
they may be marketed in June, In the
north of Englind, arrange 12 apikes to
bunch, with three bloams in four tiers,
but for Covent Garden bunches of 36
are often the rule. Study the muarket,
therefore, before despatching the Aowers

“Multi-Span™ Makes Its
Bow

The Waldor "Muiti-Span® plasshouse—
the latest addition ro the Waldor ronge
—wik on. view for the first time in Eng-
land at the BLF., Castle Bromwich, Mr.
N. Ferguson, snles manager, reported
world=wide interest—with enguiries from
New  Zealind, Canada, South Africa,
Hong Kong, India, Maliya, Denmarl,
leeland and Egypt—although most came
from home growers

The Multi-Span  house—of which a
two-bay section was  shown—embodies
several novel features, including  simpli-
fied ventilating gear with ample ven
tion all round ?ur temperature control;
crop bars fitted as standard; lack of in.
ternal  obstruction, giving  maximum
cultivation space and freedom of move-
ment; capacious and  strong guttering.
Any sres con be covered from 496 1in.
long (2-bay) by 368t Hin. upwards by
extensions in either direction,

Two ranges of twin bays have already
heen completed in the Channel lalands,
where growers have been impressed by
the speed with which the houses have
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Horticulture At The Devon County

Blaze Of Colour Introduces Competitive Classes For Firsi
Time In Show’s History

B the first tme since its inception

in 1872, competitive clusses in horgi-
culture were o prominent feature ot this
year's three-day Devon County  Show,
held in the 6&l-ncre Stover Purk, near
MNewton Abbot.

Although foral exhibits have  always
formed part of the show, this year's
aimbitions horticaltural display wos pote-
worthy nmd, with its 360-ft, morquee, was
cloimed by Mr, M. ‘Trendell, N.F.LL
County  Horticultural Secretary, the
organiser, to be the bigrest display in the
drea since 1926, when the Royal Cormwall
show used a 500-fr. marquee.

Mot content with this, Mr., Trendell
und 8 team comprising br. R. V. Hep-

rth, Mr, H. Hosegood snd Me. DL ¥, ]

rock, ol of the Newton Abbor Horn-
cultural branch of the N.F.U., have even
bigger aima for the future, and are firmly
determined that in due course the Devon
County Show shzll become the outstand-
ing event of the year in the West, s
far as horticulture s concerned.

One Criticism

Yet Mr. Trendell had one small eriti-
ciam to offer. The show would have heen
much improved i exhibitors had done
more  packing  and  prading of  their
produce, rather than just exhibiting. He
also appealed to the Devon grower fo
become more show-conscious and o
build up hig national reputation by more
effective showmaonship.

(W, Trendell estimmted the number of
visitors to the morgues vn the Grst day
at over 9000, As the othcinl bgures For
the fest doy’'s attendoance at the show
were  B608, this soppests that  some
vigitors returned for @ second Inspection
of the horticultural display, Nor could
they be blamed, for the whole marguee
was n blaze of colowur. The second day
proved the most I}Huhn'. and it i& thought
that at least 15 people saw Devon's
hortculiural effort then

The enmtrance to the margues was
flanked on either side by attroctively laid
out rock gardens with running water;, o
speciality of Roseland Nurderies, Paign-
ton, Litd., which obtuined n gold medal
e,

Judging was in the hands of Me L W,
Abbiss, N.DH., My, H. Lock, of Long
Ashton, Mr. W, Lloyd MNcAskey, of
Bicton House Gardens, Mr, B, A, Hesrl,
aof Vespers Lid, Devonpost, and DB,
E. . DBrew, of Comwall, The standard
was high, and granting awards o the 25
trade exhisbits proved difficult.

Gold awards went to Allwood Bros.,
of Hayward's Heath, and MNapiers, Steps-
witer Murseries Lad,, Taomton, for truly
magnificent displays of perpetus] carna-
tions; Barr & Son, of Covent Garden,
for their magnificent disploy of wlips
in vases; E. J, Kemlale & Sons Lid., of
Mewton Abbot, whose stand  containing
Horl wreaths nnd Inrge white lilies with
a sombre hlack background was particu-
laely  wtriking;  St. Bridget  Nursery,
Exeter, for un assorted display of flowers,
shrubs, etc.; Hillier & Sons, of Win-
chester, for mssorted shrobs, oomll trees,
luowers, etie;  Orechand . MNurseries,
Bishopsteyniton, for o display of potted
hydrmngess edped with fern plants; Jar-
man & Co, Somerset, {or rose bushes

in bloom; B Veitch & Son Litd., Exeter,
for fHowers and shrobs; and MacPenny
Murseries, Hanta, who attracted much
attention with i unigque small rock garden
contnining  gazanins, araless, rhododon-
drons, minute white saxifragas, minieture
aubretiys  nestling  unobtrusively  under
the rocks, and other rock und alpine
planta; Particularly attroctive in this atand
were the tall spiked primuoles of the
Bortley strmin which, being  moisture-
loving, were placed close to the running
atreni,

Vegetables predominated ar the N F.LT.
stund of Devon-grown produce, and also
formed part of a display by T. B. Lock
& Somz Ltd., of Yeovil,

Outstanding  among  the  competitive
horticultural clostes was the prize-winning
collection of salad wegetsbles, occupying
A space not exceeding 4ft. by 2ft. 3in.,
by the Kenton amd  Distiiet Produce
Ameociation; aix  cocumbers by E. L
Kerstake & Sona Ltd., and a dish of 12
romatoes by the same firm, who also won
a prize for @ eolléction of three liles
and red carnations

Among horticultoral exhibits in the ex-
tensive general furming machinery section
was the recently-introduced "Homestead"
irrigating frame, produced by Greville
Humphris  Factoring Letd.,, Parkstone,
Dorset, ut about £42 for 210 sq. ft., and
the “Oeest” truck, exhibited by Messrs:

Mills & Co., Teipnmouth., It has two
rubber ‘tyres, is pushed like » wheel-
barrow, and costs £11 10,

Other exhibitors in this section included
the Four Oaks Spraying Muchine Co,, of
Birmingham, Messrs. Fisons, and Gabriel
Wade & English Litd.

Apart from the gold awards, already
mentioned, other awards were:

Silver Gilt: Kelway & Sons Lid,
Somerset; E.. B. Champernowne, Yelver-
tan; J. Seott & Co., Merriott, Somerset;
W, O F. Tuplin, Kingsteignton.

Siver; Devon Rosery & Fruit Farm
Ltd,, Torquay: T, B. Lock & Sons,
Yeovil; Treseder & Co., Trurn; Messre
Wheatcrnfts: C, A, Hawkins, Totnes; FL
Bathatcher, Mewton Abbot: R B. Webber
& Son, Newton Abbot.

Bronze: Four Winds Nursery, George-
hom; H. E. Pennert, St. Austell; Fleet
Gardens Lid,, 8 Devon; H. ]J. Eales,
Mewton Abbot; Ashley Sporkes, Totnes,

Winners in  the competilive clnsses
were:

Anemones  packed for market, E. ].
Kerslake & Sons Litd,

Iris: 1. T. B, Apps; 2, E. 1. Keralake,

Caladioli: E. L I-g;rst!n!:e,

Pot plants in 48°s: T. E. Apps. )

Tomatoes: | and 2, E. ], Kerslake; 3,
W. B. Randall Lid. and I}, 5 P, W,
Brown Ltd.

Cucumbera: 1, E. ]. Keralake; 2, 5 ML
Ripley Ltd.,, MNewton Abbot; 31, W. B
Randall Lid., Exeter.

Strawberries: [ T. Saltmarsh, Newton
Abbaor,

Collection of salads: Kenton and Dis-
trict Produce Association.

Lettuce Trial Results

Cheshunt Varieties Do Well Under Glass: May Queen And
Gloria Head List Outdoors

RELTMINARY  trinls  have  been

carried out with lettuces under glass
by: the N.AAS Horticultore  Advisory

cers in collaborntion with 6 number
of growers. The fillowing is o summary,
imswed by the Ministry of Acriculture,
of the results of the 1947-48 irinls

For heated trizls the varietics selected
were Cheshunt Early Giant, Cheshunt 5B,
Cheshunt Enrly Ball, May Oueen, Cotle
a Forcer and Early French Frame= (Black-
poal). Seed was disteibuted to 21 centres
it 13 counties. The desien of the trinls
was 6 ¥ 6 Latin squares, except af fwio
centres, where randomised blochks were
used.

At most cenires severnl cuttings were
tuken bhefore the crop was cleared, but
ut smime only one cutting, and in these
cazea Moy Queen, and to a lesser extent
Blackpool, were not ready. Under very

good  light conditiona Moy  Queen
nmtured enrlfer in comparison with  the
“shore  doy”  Cheshunt  varicties  than

under poor lght conditions,

Figures for weight of marketable pro-
duce (grand mean) were Moy Queen 8,61
tong per acre, Early Cdant 8.53, 58 8.01,
Eorly Ball 7.62, Blackpool 7,35, and Gotte
n Forcer 6.02.

On a basis of marking for earliness,
averall size, size and firmness of heart,
leafl texture and core size, the Cheshunt
varieties head the lst, Eorly Ciant ond
5B being about equol, with Early Ball
third. Gotte n Forcer was at a disndvan-
inge, particularly in toml  weéight com-
parisons, owing to its smoller size, 5B

wns 0 little enrfier m maturing than Early
Ciiant. Blackpool was good generally, but
was not very firm in the heart, and was

n  lele loter In maturing  than  the
Cheshunt varieties.
Further trinla nre mtended with

varieties Early Giant, 5B, Blackpool, and

Ciotte 1 Forcer, the last with  closer
spacing. ;
Varietiea zelected for unheasted crinls

were Moy Queen, Cheshunt Early Ball,
Arctic  King, Winter Crop, Northern
Queen, Attrocte and Glorig, Seed was
distributed to 17 centres. 'The design of
the trinls wis ¥ 2 7 Latin squures and
randomised blocks,

Gloria was on the whole the best
cropper with a high percentage of mar-
letuble produce. The hearts were good
mnd it motured eatly, but slight suscepti-
hility to  hotrytis was  recorded,  May
Queen alan did well in all respects and
was little affected by dizessc. Attractie
and Morthern Queen were good on the
whole, Atteactie being hetter in respect of
marketable number and heart size. Winter
Crop, although the lorgest lettuce, did
not heart satisfactorily and mmatured late
Enrly Ball hearted well and was earlier,
but small in size. Mean fipures for mark-
ing of all macket qualities st five centres:
May Queen 8.5, Gloria 84, Early Ball
8.0, Anracte 7.9, Northern Queen 7.6,
Arctic King 6,7, Winter Crop 6.0,

Further triala are intended in the future
with wvarieties NMay Chaeen, CGloria, At-
tractie and Early Hall, the tast with closer

spucing.
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FOR THE PACK HOUSE

New British Apple Grader

Manufacturers Claim Accurate Sorting At Low Cost With
Full Care Of Handling

F‘OLLDWINU extensive and successful

tests, o new apple prader using the
weight principle for the wizing of fruit,
regardless of shape or irregulanity, ia new
being produced by Mather & Platt Ltd.,
of Park Works, Manchester, 10, and one
of the first of these muchines lms heer
instatled at the packing sheds of Frui
Puckers (Essex) Led., Withum,

A feature of the mnchine iz thae @t
ean be extended ot will by the addirion
of standurd units to provide o grader of
any =ize, thus permitting  extensions
orising  drom an increased grading
through-put  following the date of in.
stnullation,

Accurnre sorting and grading is clrimed
ut low cost and, for care of handling, soft
rubber padding is incorporated st all
paints where braising might occu

In aperation, two orchard boxes from
8 roller conveyor nre delivored to g shelf
alongside the machine and draw side-
wivs to the discharge point. A hinged
lid of stadoless metal s then lowered over
the top of each box, und 0 special cateh
keeps this in posdtion while the boxes
are tipped, Fruit Aows o the conveyor
belt through a gap in the lid By o
counter-hilnnee orrangement on & Gli-
mg fram=z, it is utificcessary for the
operntor feeding the machine notually to
lift the boxes, which is done by  the
mmple manipulation of 2 tilting handle,
The afm here I8 to securs misimum out-
put by eliminating the fatigue which
might prevent one man {rem keeping the
machine fully burdened

An Even Layer

The endless conveyor helt curries the
fruit forward in an evenly dispersed layer
to the small apple belts. All undersized
fruit then drops into orchard bokes be-
low, the remainder passing to the sorting
tables,

These sorting tables are of the retirn-
flow helt pattern, ond the froit is corried
in front of the sorters upon a Tin, wide
bele. All fruit net cemoved nt the Brst
passage ta returned on o Sin. belt and re-
crrowdneed until dealt witly,

As removed the fruit iz graded by
anrters and either placed on overhead
conveyar belts or into carrier cups,
according to quality, Culls are dropped
info chutes in o comvenient position be-
side the sorters or, s an alternative, «
central cull return bele, dischirging into
small apple boxés on o feed section, Ty
be fitred.

The pressed  sluminium-alloy  corrier
cups are light and rustproof, and are
shaped for the uccurate positioning of the
fruir, and ""dished” to conform to their
cantour,

The siging section consists of 8 num-
ber of bolapnce points, where (ruit s dis-
charged into circular motating hins, The
balances are set to discharge the wiphit
of  Fruit required and the carder cup
lowers it gently 0 0 convevor belt fmnie-
diately below the cup line, From this
helt it iz shunted by » padded seripper
bar to an apron hanging into (e rotary
birs,

No Dropping

These bins, also . of alumminium-allay,
are fitted with 4 foating spring-loaded
bottom which lowers gently as each bin
fills with fruit, This cosures that there
in no dropping of the fruit, but only o
gentle rolling motion, while the constant
height of the top lay Facilitates the work
of the packer. Bruising is preventad by
soft rubber aponge padding.

On [arger machines o centre feed secton
can be incorporated, which automatically
feeds the fruit into the careier capa for
sizing purposes. This repulates the Haw
of fruit from the delivery belt and places
it into the cups, while excoss Fruit is
ghunted to other belts and returned to
the sorting table, The section also n-.
cludes s small apple diseharge  chute,
delivering inton standerd orchard Boxes,

The mochine s driven by mesns of o
worm and bevel genr, from an overhend
motoer, through vee belting, A variable
pitch motor pulley can be supplied o
permit  adjustiments in the operational
apeed of the machine,

Rallier chaing are used throughout, and

the main carrier cup chain is of o large
pitch and rolls within the machine, The
fim is fo provide smooth, gquiet diive and
o minimise wear on chains and tracks.
In designing the machine the object has
been to produce & grader which  will

handle the most tender varieties and
i:rm'-'nii: hecurate sorting and grading at
ow  cost, Loading  shelf, sorting toble,

rotury  bins and delivery belts are all
armanged ot convenient handling heights,
and aperators are called wpon to carry
out only the simplest repetition move
ments, mo thot inexperenced labour can
qutickly gain o high output

To Stady U.S. Pack Houses

EAVING London by air on Thursday

next for the United States, is Mr.

Howard Leicesrer, FRIB.A., the packing
station urchitect,

Hee will be awoy a moenth, but it is
undirstood that his visir s directly con-
nected with packing station developments
planned for this country at an carly date.

With the approval of the Ministry of
Agriculture, 0 comprehensive tour in the
LES. his been arranged through the
American Department of Commerce, and
the  British  agricultural  attaché  at
Washington will fender assistance,

Invited to comment on the trip, Mr.
Leicester told o Fruii-Grosoer  reporter:
“I wm not st liberty  to discuss  the
matrer, but obvicssly this iz not o gjues-
tion of holidsy-making. In fact, it 15 in
enmnection. with projeces already planned,
1o which considersble importance s
attached. You may take it that my visit
will not he withaut repercussions in con-
nection  with packing and grading st
home."

Simplified Daffodils

The RHAE, have revised ond simplified
their system of doffodil classification, the
principal changes being as [ollows:

Vrlripftin:u in the Leedsii Division have
been transferred to Divisions two  and
three, Divisions two wnd three have been
re-mamed, the pames " Incomparabilis™
and “Barrii” being replaced by “Large-
cupped Narcissi' and “Small-cupped Nar-
C155E.

Divisions two wnd three have been pro-
vided ‘with s third Sub-Division, lettered
fc), fiar wvarieties which are  white or
whitish ‘and have hitherts been classified
as Leedsii Varieties,

Left: A wview looking along the wese machine, Right: Close-up of the cousterbal anced Hiting frame,
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SOIL EROSION RISKS

The Problem Is Not Being Tackled

Government Doing Little To Insist On Conservation of

Britain’s Food P

FTER asking his audience to eonsides
what connection there wis bBetween
sail erosien and lack of organics, Mr,
W. B. Shewell-Cooper, rincipal of the
Horticulngm) l'-'.vu:ll.n.:nrjn:u.n.5I and  Advisory
Bureau, Swanley, Kent, recently  told
British fertiliser manufacturers that he
did not consider the Giovernment  were
doing enough to insist on the COTSErVE-
tion of soil in Creat Britain. Little veas
ing done to tackle our scil erosion
problem, i

Mr. Shewell-Conper  wos iclelressing
the annual conference of the Association
of British Organic  Fertilisers Led., ar
Malvern.

He commenced by asking membeps
wome  pertinent questions. Was 1 jrue
that the lnw of the “"complete circle
must always be observed? Did mature
demand that what was mken obur of the
aoil must be put back? When the trise

its leaves and the worms pulled
them down into the ground—was that
part of God's law and Cod's plan? Was
not the hasic principle, in fact, based on
an ndaptation of the words of the Old
Book, “Humus thou art and 1o humuis
thou shalt retum,”

In truvelling shout he had lsaked at
the Westphalian plain in Ciermany which
he comsidered to be the future dust o]
of Burope. He had examined the sail in
Absace—the land in  Spain—the South
African plain—let slone farms in Maor-
folk, Cambridge, Lincoln, ete, Again und
again, when erosion stared him in the
face, he found that there had been na
arganic emphasis by the farmers and
landowners. Was there any  conmnection
between erosion and lack of orpanics?

He next neked if members felr that
soil fertility could in any way be bound
up with public heslth, as s many well-
known authorities su ed? He quoted
from The Times Review of Indusiry of
une, 1948, “the living soil produced rich
ondstuff because it ja living and nor
merely a culture solution. It is the virnge
of the soil which builds the TRImprts
against disease,”

Growers' Example

Pointing out that there was a definite
weight of informed opinion an the sub.
ject of the orgenic feeding of soils, he
instanced  statements recefitly made by
Lord Northbourne, T. B, Poest] . Dr.
L. Dudley Stamp, and Dr, W, 5. |
Furthermore, the most suceessful market
growers, men like F. A, Secrett, R. 1.,
Scarlett and R. €3, A, Wilson, were all
srgonically minded. Those, in farct, who
produced our best vegetnbles helioved in
the use of organic fertilisers and uised
them in o big way, .

World statistics, and informed apinion
of such bodies an the Food snd Ageeul
ture Organisation, were frightening. “The
world is producing less fond than hefore
the war, though population enciinues to
increase, The basis of food penlisction
is the soil of the world; each vear- it de-
ereases in quantity and quality. Tt iz be-
ing exhnusted without replacing the fer-
tility of the soil, and a5 a consequence
the world output i in danger,*

The Covernment were ot daing

roducing Land

enough to insist on the conservation nf
the soil of tnis country, Little was bein
done with regard 1o tackling the Brival
soil erosion nroblem, and in pddition it
was proposed to put down new satellite
towns, which were to phsorh 6,000 sares
or so of land ench. Tt was ridiculoca, in
hin opinion, apend land unnecessanly;
food should alwavs come first,

Why should each satellite town have
2000 acres of parkland and aver 550
acres of woodland? If thap 3000 arres
could only be used for food production
It would be possible to produce  full
rationa for .another 2,000  pesple.

Ir was ridiculows to aay, as some prople
did, that the N.PK. folk had always
been  orpanieally-minded, Sir Humphrey
Davy, in his lecture ta the Board of
Agricultore in 1802, sinted quite clearly
that soil was 5 Inboratory, a plice where
chemical netions and resctions erd. It was
n world econtaining nn microsorganisms,
and Leibey described him as the immortal
muthor of Agricultural Chemistry,” It
was Leibeg who snid, “A time will come
when plants prowing on o field will e
supplied with their sppropriste manures,
prepared in chemical factories . . | juse
A8 Bt present o few proins of quinine are
Riven o a paticnt aftfln:ted with faver”
Modemn View

To-day there was « eomplete volte face,
for Dr. . A Quastel, in lecturing to the
Royul Institute of Chemistry in 1945,
remarked that soil wis “an extensive
micro-hiological population made up from
8 great number of species of bacterin and
of genera of fung sctinomygetes, and
algae, as well g9 numerous  families of
profogad, nematodes, and other inver-
tebrates.”

It was undoubtedly true that what was
now. recognised ap “the compoat school"
had brought to light the great value of
humus in the soil, &nd this was un-
doubtedly one of the reasons why fer-
tilisers with an organic base were a0
important,

Mr, A, J. McPherson, writing on Janu-
ary 3, 1948, said, "Wherever the humus
cootent of the soil is hich
get the least damage by red «.rider." Can-
versation with many growes confirmaed
this. High humus cantent mesnt  gond
goil texture and healthy trees—iand healthy
frees: were the best defenps ngRinst red
spider.

One read, oo, of M: Dennis Clark,
the well-known fruit-grower, using 7 ewt
af hoof and horm meal Per acre among
his  Blick curriants, and then spreading
straw thickly all over the eron 1d at four

belicved in organics, In a recent lecture,
Dr. W. 5. Rogers sajd ; “Organic matter
in the aoil is important in many  witys,
Tt is o regulator of water supply: it acts
a8 # kind of chemical apomge: it is a
reservioir of nutrients meare or less ready
balanced; it afects the binlogical con-
dition of the soil, Far instance, its affect
on - mycorthiza may be important. i
affects the earthworm ropulation. It plays
8 most important part in miintsining soil
sructure, it supplies the energy
miterial necessary for the sctivity of the

|

micro  orgEnisms which produce crumhb :
Btructure in goils. The presence of organic
matter helps to prevent soil ernsjon, The
muntenance of organic matter s the ol
practivable methoed of ensuring these sail
conditions necessary  for healthy plang
growth, and ns euch s of paramount
imporiance."”
e believed that when horticulturists

i 4 whole hecame organically-minded,
the demand for organic fertilisers waulid
IHCrEdtae tremendously, I it was true, as
he had besn told, thar 100,000 tons were
needed now, then with the ACTEREE  ab
pregent devored w private ind cormimerciil
harticulture, there shouled be, in four ar
fve vears' time, o demand for o million
tons, especially if the vields wete o be
at the rate of 60 tons of good food per
fere per annum, which was what the feat
market pardeners were producing,

The terrible deserts ol North Africs,
Egypt, Assyria and Bahylon were deserts
ecause men refused to study nmture’s
methods, a8 8 result of which there hnd

N vengeance, Growers must he willing
1 learn CGiod'a lessons for the aoil, or else,
a5 Sondersan-Wells had 20 rightly zaid,
our epitaph would Be, "Here lies the race
which raped its snil,”

Evesham Trains Empty
VESHAM growers were culled upon last
week to honour thels promise made some

fime ago, when they told rilway repiTe-
sentatives: “Give us the serviee nnd we
will give you the traffic Addrezsing an
E;-mimm f:di:‘U branch meeting, Mr. H.
THN, oo ot for the railways m
Evesham, mil;#c:hat if  the newly-
introduced services o the northern
markets were to continue, prowers would
have to provide bigger loads of produce,
e train for Newcastle and the nerth.
enst, he said, was running well, but much
of the traffic they expected was  going
by other mieans, Leeds, Sheffield and
Derby were well served by the new
train to the Yorkshice ares. but they
were lucky if they had four wigon loads,
Mr. W. F. Swift described the Lesds
deliveries as marvellous, and My, H, F.
Gould thought it would he aome time
before the railwaye would be carrying
the amount of produce they hoped far.

Golf At Walton Heath

Members of the Horticultural Golfing
Society were ngnin favoured with excel-
terit conditions far their Epring meeting,
held nt Walton Heath, by lind permizsion
of the Walten Henth  Galf Cluby, on
Wednesday, May 4.

Following the compettons, the annuoal
general meeting of the Society was held
mnd Mr. |, P. Rochford {Broxbourne)
war elected eaptain, =nd My, I. 1. Hedley
Willis  (London) vice-captuin,  for  the
ensiing year. e next fieeting will he
at Porters Park on July 6,

Land Of Bean Stalks

Unususlly prolific Zrowth of vegetables
and flowers during the summer sEaFOn
fust fnished is reported. from all parts of
Australin. They  include oniong  1Rin.
in circumference, pommtoes weighing 3lh,
each, lettuce at 33b. and 18in, ACTOSE,
cabbages ranging from 353 o 4211k, a
rhubarh plant producing sticks St long
and 7in. in cireumference, Flower
raising the Satan vardety of dahlins grew
bushes 113fr, tall, with giont Aowers of a
deep red volour,
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The N.A.A.S. Has Many Tasks

Press Visit To The Eastern Provinee Reveals Some Of The
Problems With Which The Officers Are Faced

WI'I‘H thee phject of presenting a com-

;:rﬂhemlv& picture af the N AAS
and its functions, oo myvitation wies ex-
tended to correspondents of the national
and trade Press to investigite the work
of the Epstern Province at Anstey Hall,
Cambridge, last Thuraday.

Welcoming the reporters, Mreo [ IL
Anderson, Provincia] Director, explained
thut the Province was the Inrgest in the
country &nd covered the 10 East Anglian
counties. He first introduced members of
his stoff, including Mr. B, DL A, Tucker,
Frait Specialist, Mr. K. V. Cromp, "one
of the beat Horticultaral Officers in this
county,” De Dillin  Woeston,  Plant
Pathologist, and Mr. . €. Johnson,
Depuaty  Provineial Dhrector.

Mr. Anderson deseribed the constitu-
tion of the M.AAS and the objects and
waork undertaken, placing emphasis on the
importance of the District Officer, a= the
link between the Service and the growers,
He also paid tribute to  the leading
growers and farmers for the help they
were giving in training men  for these
posts, and mentioned that sther countries
were looking with interest at the NAAK,
Visitors from all over the world eame o
pick up ideas from the Sérvice—a grest
tribute to an organisation formed only
two-and-half years ago,

Deseriptions of the part each officer
played in the Service were given by Mr
C. V. Dadd, a District Officer, Mr.
Cramp as 0 County Specialist, Mr. L. I
Osbirne, a County Agriculiural Officer,
and Dr. Dillon Weston, as o Provincial
Specialist.

The County Horticultural Specinlist, Mr.
Cramp said, was responsible for problems
relating to production and marketing of
fruit, flower, vegetable and glasshouse
erops. The work was extremnely vared,
pnd the sort of problems arismg in a
normal day included coltural marters, soil
investigation, manurial, pests and diseases,
frost  peotection, marketing, m-u:h:n!:q,r,
and plasshouse construction and heating,
Often, hie ndded, it was necessary to vist
the holding, und frequently he found the
grower reluctant to mive the necessary in-
formation; obtaining  this was another
part of his job,

He alsn had to lay our experimental
plots, particularly in the fen-lands, co-
operate with specialists in trials of new
materials on the market, urrange pruning,
grafting and spraying demonstrations.

In winter, he added, discussion groups,
lectures  and  conferences had o0 be
arranged and talks given, and in addition
there were @ larpe number of essential
eommittes meetings to nttend, Plmt cer-
tification schemes provided one of the
higgest  headaches, - especially  hlock
currants, when there was little to guide
them at the time of the year inspections
had to be cargied out. Finally, he snid,
statistica were required by the Mimstry
ard had to be compiled, while the Gov-
eroment triining scheine also cnme into
the sphere of activities,

The party was lster given o preview
of the portable sluminium show building
which ia to be talen round seven county
ghows in the Province. The harticulrural
bay included  exhibits  showing  crop-

spaging  to  suit  machinery, overhead
irrigation for market gorden crops, the
fatest methods for pest control in glass-
howses, and Colorads Beetle and  Silver
Leal specimens.

After lunch wisitors inspected. 4 small
holding at Exning and visited Leechmere
Farm, Fordham. The two-pcre holding at
Exmung had been taken over by two ex-
service traimess, Neo Lo O Wharr and
Miss P. M. ﬂ‘hurr. in Januwary, 1948,
They had had oo previous experience in
horticultare, and were first placed with
Mr. R, Reader, a leading Cambridgeshire
flower grower, in February, 1947, The
holding was in a sturved and dirty con-
dition when talen over, although soil and
site were favourable.

Now it was in o high state of product-

ivity, with a wide range of flower crops
i excellent condition. Ar the tme of
purchase it was already equipped with a
packing shed, 3 amall glasshouse, pig-

ies and some fruit trees, and the
Whurrs were endenvouring to keep as
much livestock as pessible o provide
manure.

Me, Cramp pointed out that they had
grown their present quality crops by sheer
hard work and, since they had such =
wide wvariety of cut flowers, could make
i living from the holding without having
to rely on the success or failure of a few
crops. The number of vorieties grown
also spread out the picking, which was
eesentiol since they could not  employ
labour.

He gave his apinion that Howers offered
i satisfactory income for those who did
the job properly, which included prowing,
prading and packing well, but felt that
some growers who had made large sums
during the war with poor crops would
find things difficult durng the next three
years.

Where Will Soft Fruit Finish ?

Grower Sees Possibility Of Another “1928 Slump”

L. A. E. ROBERTS, comiparing the roft fruif situation after the First Waorld
War with the position to-day, guofes here some intevésting price lewels, and
wearny that history 45 cowstantly repeating itrelf. Stocks of soft fruit wers searce

then, ar now, lond was in demied

prices

nerocomears, including ex-revvicemen, twere entering the industry, ar (R

kigh, as they are to-day, end many
are once

agmin, Yet tn 1928, after a short period of high prices, disaster overtack the growers.
With the added stimulus for increated production to-day, what is to happen fo them

by 1956, he ashs?

OR seven yvears after the 1914-13 wur,
high prices for soft fruit were main-
tnined, until 1927, when a sharp slump
set in, and two years later it hardly paid
to pick the majority of soft froits,

The wholesale prices in 1928 were
approximately: black corrants 3d, red
currants  2§d., strawberties 3d., logan-
berries 3d., raspberries 3d., and pgoose-
berries 2d. per Ib. These figures com-
pared with thosg [or the preceding eight
years show that in the mein, prices
dropped to  about one-eighth of the
original high price esch year, until they
reached n level which meant utter ruin
for the pgrower.

Circumstances to-day are much the
aame ns those prevailing after the Fimst
World War, and thers i3 no evidence to
support the thesry that in seven or eight
years from the cessation of the Inat hos-
tilitiea the reward for growing these ¢rops
will be any less meagre; on the conteary,
all indieations pomt  that  way. The
present. position differs from the compar-
able period alter the 1914-18 war only in
the increased rate of re-planting, in fsct
the acreage of black currants has already
passed that of rthe 1939 sesson.

The reasons for this rapid expansion
cari be given as: a greater chort of
fruit experienced in World War Two
hegvier emphrsiz on the valoe of the
vitarmin content of Fruit; the large army
of advisers whose job it is to enthuse the
uninitiated for better or for worse; high
prices  resulting from de-control  after
years of control at uneconomic prices and
consequent diminished acres; snd fnally,
Covernment  forus  on agriculture  in
peneral, which has attracted inexperienced
men with modest capital to horticulture
in particular.

If, after World War One, without this
additional stimulus to increased produoc-
tion, disaster overtook the soft  frsie

growers in seven or eight short years, to
what depths of despair and ruin will the
new enthusinsts sink by 1956 or before?

This prediction will inevitably come
true unless our advisers can formulate
some scheme of planned production, and
the: Government grants the means of
putting those plans into practice. All
honest labour 313 a blessing, with the
single exception of labour in vain, and
to grow, food in a world of food shortage,
in excess of the needs of that purticular
food, is not enly lahour in vaein, it is a
crime.

Unless and unti] some practical scheme
of planned production is fortheoming,
advice for embarking on soft fruit grow-
ing should be given with extreme care
and consideration, and should be followed
with even greater caution.

Néw -Bulh Prices

Agreement has been resched between
the Dutch Bulb Exporters’ Associntion,
the N.F.11, and the Bulb Distributors’
Associstion, on  the minimum export
prices for Dutch bulbs in the 1949-50
seEaon, it 18 soncunced. The prices,
which are subject to ratification by the
utch  Government, ore availoble from
the M.F.L1, 45, Bedford Square, London,
W.C.1, or the Bulb Distributors’ Asso-
cﬂu%c-;i 35, Southampton Street, Strand,

The lateat dates for the receipt of orders
in Holland areé June 10 for autumn de-
livery and January 15, 1950, [or spring
delivery. Orders for noveltics must be
placed by May 31, 1949, it is stated.

A joint comploints committes, come-
prising coual representation of British
end Dutch interests has been set up to
investignte any complainis srising between
immarters and  exporters of the twa
conntrigs
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FROM THE DISTRICTS

Progress Reports By Our Special Correspondents

Essex
Heaters At Work—Saw Fly About
—Aphis Controlled
Wrrkan, May 14

’I‘l—_[E principle tapic of conversstion has

been frost darnage. The recent cold
nights (usually 3 pm—g asrl, ) of May
| anidd 8, have had varying effects, Severnl
growers have found it necesaary to fighe
tp heaters and in one or tw Cises q)
“de-frosting” machine has been towaed
rounid and round orchards throwing aut
g flame which disperses the frosr—tem.
porarly only)

Undoubtedly = 1ot of zond has heen
done with hestors i low lying arens, O
the other hond the frose has helped in
thinning our what might liave been s
“near-recard” crop. A certain well-known
grower has said that he would be well
entiefied if | per cent. of hijy blosznm
setE]

Post hlossom spraving oz atarted 1his
week but in same srens it has heen either
B windy or fon cold, Perhaps next week
will be  nearer  the mirk, Bs rost
Worcesters have nog yeb started to shed
their late hlnsgom,

Apple saw Ay hay Been notieed iry
patff;:ﬁs: where i1 s prevalent growers. are
ErvIng nicotine und spreader only, in the
belief that it will give better control than
when  combined  with  other spraying
material; ega-laying, it scems, 18 likely to
Eo on for some time ver, so perhaps tiva
applications may heve o he applied,

Plums appenr foirly patehy snd lighter
than usunl—in ot Jesst one case thev are
having their seventh venr of rest,

B recent attack of aphis in strawe
berries has been successfully denlt with
wnd the plants look like producing a gooed
healthy erop. Srraw is now being put
down Gind the army of hoes ore nearing
the end of their task, but in eommon with
everything else, the strawberrics  need
mare win yel (Essex is now ahout 3 i
less compared with the reading this time
last vear),

There are mony small ares of brighi
vellow where the cabbage seed j& pro-
gressing. Flea Beetle hos been ibour wnd
applications of DT, dusting heve beep
Necessiry—they are very unldnd for in
one instonee Eagter Bunday way  epent
ﬂpp!}‘l‘l‘lg DT

East Suffolk

Irrigation A Boon—Tomatoes
Healthy—Black Currants Suffered

IP=weeH, May 14

WITH’ n indications of o brepk in the

drought, those prowers swhe have
had  the foresight 1q install irrigation
equipment must he feeling very pleased
with themsalves this sessen, Early beer,
Carrots, tuwrnips and  lettuce will nmply
TEPIY maney spént on ircigation on e
light Jands, providing the humus coftent
of the soil is maintained,

All the protected lettuce Fave beesn
roarketed and little fault ean he foumel
with the prices roalised this yeur.. The
spring-planted Erop is just starting to
turn in gnd  where ireigation has heen
earried out, is producing same nico hepds,
afthough wphis is inclined to be
troublesome on some boldings. Clisches

dre now covering the eacliest Plinting of
tomiatoes and Dhutch lghts are sither L
SIFUCIUrES OVEr [OMmutedss or on the flat
aver cucumbers, self-blanching celery o
early mitrrows,

Bunched carrats which have had plaas
protection until this moenth gee now be-
ing pulled, and are realising o good price,
It i difficalt t get o good  coloured
earrot for early bunching in this district,
and many are too pale to bring tap

rices. Much of (he early tumip  crop
wis gone o seed, and though o lot of
this muiy be due 1o the dty weathes, many
Browers sugeest that we are pot getting
the type of Early Milin that used to be
sold before the war,

Gilasshouse tomataes are lodking very
healthy, and much credit for this must
be stiributed o che miny hours of sun-
shing  they  hove erjoyed lotely. Thae
eitrliest plantings are being micke in_in-
Creasing  quantities,  anl mEny anxicus
eyes are watching the murket prices,

Black currant jgrowers have been badly

VALIANT EFFORT!

{)N a diet of brick ewdls, old ties and

rudible, with itayprent water from a
dissuved smmp ai the edge of which it
pertlawly clings, this teedling apple iy
Pulting up o brave yhow of blassom on a
vacant ife in the eart af  Lonedon.
Anderton's. Hotel, Flog Sitreet, wokich
formerly  gceupied the File,  way  da-
maliched i 1938, and phe gapl hac yet to
e fitfed. Meaiy bombs fell in the meigh-
bourioad duvtng the war and the teed-
ling rhows rigns of an sarlier serions
tueiind about eightoen inches frane gronnd
leved,  probably from . flving  debris,
Despite thiv the striggle. for existence
contimued. Now, Fotoever, caterpillars and
aphides threaten to achieve rwhat bombs
conld naf, and mever swers freil  confral

Mmeariver more needed,

hit by the recent hard might frozts, On
some of the lower lunds, as much as 10
degrees has been recorded  on gpvers]
nights, and has dashed lot of hopes of
the bumper crops that were ar ane time
anticipated.

Outhreaks of aphis are being found on
izolited bushes, and these BETVE t0 atress
the need for the winter tar-oil sprav to
be dome as thoreughly as poasible

Strawherrics, ton, have sulfered from
the might frosts, though not to the same
eitent ns ‘the black  curesme. Cloched
strawberries are being picked in pmall
quantities, and the prices gre ve attrac-
tive, although one wonders whether they
are sufficiently high to warrane keeping
the cloches accupied over ane erop for
such o length of time.

Channel Islands

High Potato Prices—Tomato
Set-buck—Beetle Precantions
CHrERnsny, Mav 13

CGNTH:\R‘I' t expectationg, the price

of  Jersey's PO crop 8 Joedping
almost up o the extremely high level ser
at the stare of the SCASOML. Ho far this has
averaged well gver £4 per owt, but g
the same, prowess gre not witisfied, as
the resson is thar the crop itself i an
snall owing o the drowgh.

The zvatemn of buying and selling om
the Jericy Weighbridge iz to cense ot the
end of thin. month, gnd miarketing on @
"ponl” huasie, ax in st Years, ix to he
reintroduced, This entails distribution to
both the laeal and English mackets, and
growers: will be puid a1 g single rote dur-
ing each price Perind, frrespective of the
destination of their produce,

On Guernsey an intereating experiment
has beey careled our by the Agricultum]
Officer to prove  his comeention  that
damping potittoes can he 85 sucesssful
there as  elsewhere, despite the fsland
Browers’ contention that the climgte weyled
not allow it, As o result of § test of HOITHE
150 tons; it has been found thae they
have kept better than those stred in-
daors.

The  early plantings  6F  potdass
Forapoes an Jorsey equght cold very
literally From the high winds from the
north-equt that were previlent last week.
This has mesnt the losg of thousands of
plunts and g serios set-back o Muiny
more, as these hot dey davs nre proving:a
grest controst to the nizhts, which are
comespondingly colder, and with the [k
of rain the plants are finding ir difficult
to establish themselves,

Guernsey tomatn grovwers are from to-
duy to ship again in bull. All the O -
tion fni!e:lptt.- stive off legialution to this
effect, und the law is now in force. Due
to delava in it operation, 90,662 hoskets
have aireudy lofi the island comsigned Iy
thelr agents 1o imrdividun] salestrien, sn
those srowers: whe prefer this system 1o
that of “hulling™ have had o good innings
while prices  were high, Alresdy  the
position i 1950 |y heing discussed. Tt j:
suggested that o commmittes shall be et
up o investigate gnd Teport on  the
ndvisshility of introducing  permanent
legislation” to  repulace the contrn]l of
tomdito EXPOELS,

The problem of fabour far glasshouses
appears to have been less  acute than
seme growers mode out. Meanwhile, a5
0 precaation, investipntions hyye heen
made inta the possihility  nf importing
French worlers, und though this is fm-
practicable: on any commungl basis, due

— R,

Ay
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th  lack of accommodation, mdividual
emplovers may now dao so if they wish.

arrangement hos been made by the
French nuthorities to notify Jersey imme-
diately any Colomdo Beetles wre found
on the Continent, and of the progress of
the mensures taken to combat it. This
should obviate the dongee of the past two
vears from pirhorne invasinns.

Scotland

More Red Potatoes?—Cultivator
Experiment—Jam Protest

CGrasoow, Mav 14
WILL the sesson's over-production of
potatoes be heneficial to the ardinury
consumer?  Cenerally  speaking, prowers
in Scotland consider thet the answer is
yest

A prominent Avrshire grower stated
recently that housewives preferred  red
vaneties of ware, which had been con-
spicuns by thelr absence on the market.
This is likely to bhe altered, for all in-
dientions show that lorger noreages of the
red virietits are Being planted.

It i% interesting to note thar a muld-
purpose cultivator of German manufac-
ture amd the German method of planting,
ridging, and cultivating  potatoes,  were
demonstrated last week to members of
the Agricultural Machinery Sub-Come-
mittee of the Scottish Council (Develop-
mient ond Industry) be the desipner of
the mochane, Professor Dencker, of Bonn.

This first test, which 13 being under-
taken by DMessrs, D Lowe & Sons, at
Monlktonhall, Musselburgh, hoas » double
purpose—ta provide a comparative atudy
of the German and Britich method of
dealing with potatoes, and w0 determine
what modifications may be required to
fit the cultivator for Scottish conditions,

Instesd  of the normal dolls, the
mnchine forms n series of smull depress-
ime, digging two rows at 2 time. The

otatoes are set by hand and covered
ightly with the anil, again two rows ot
a time, The conversion [rom digger 10
ridger ia simple and rapid,

The Central Council of the Scottish
Women's Rural Institutes have sxpressed
concern about the present standard of
factory jam, of which it wos alleged “the
general guality i poor, the fruit standard
much too low, the consistency sHcky and
unuppetining, and the price too hgh™
The Council s to make 8 demand to
the Mimistry of Food thot as the alloca-
tion of supnr is still wnchanged, better
use should be made of the sugar supplied
to jamv factories.

Tamar Valley

Lack Of Rain—Gooseberry Picking
—Tomatoes Need Water

Tanmar Varrey, May 14
E lack of rain is now having a very
seriong effect on crops. in general
Récent sowings nre senrcely moving at all,
and even deeper tooted plints are suffer-
ing. Girowers are tnking the only and best
precaution there is; ond are keeping the
hoe poing, in order to credate a mulch
and conserve what moisture theee 9 gtill
in the groun
Cuttings of winter lettuce have been
heavy during the past week or go, nnd
now the orop has been cleared. T have
seem #ome very good beds in the Valley,
but in the early spring in one ar two
districts as much as half of the erop
wng Jozt, Thizs does stress the need for

ndequate rotation, so that land having
once grown lettuce is rested from it for
ps long os possible, Spring planted  let-
tuce ure looking well, and should come
into cut m o week or 10 doys.

Cinoscberries are now being picked, but
here again we had wished for a good
soaling of rein in order to freshen the
berries and incresse weight. Saw Fly has
been troublesome this vear in most gar-
dens, but T seée that most growers were
able to cither dust or spray in time to
contral it, Strawberries . will pot be =0
eatly this yenr, and I think that here again
the lock of ramn hds held up growth.
There is a very fine show of apple blos-
somm this Emr. anid 1 hivve seen very little
weevil, which usunlly is one of the major
pests in the Valley.

At this time of the year the effects of
haphazard buyving of strowberry runners
nre illostrated by the Red Core infection
an some holdings, where the dark-leaved,
flageing phints which one suspects, are
showing the reddish brown core in their
ronts. It has been strongly emmplnsised
in the past that one cannot be oo coare-
ful regarding the souree of one’s runners.
There are good stroins of strawbernies
which can be obtained locally, and of
which full advantnge should be pmken,
The sdvantaie in buying in the cdistrice
i4 that after they have been certified, one
can leeen anoeve o the runners, amd then
guuge the hest time for planting them,

Indoor tomaioes are looking well, and
I should ssy that the season s about
average. We should ensure during this
hot weather, when the plants are evapor-
nting # great gqumntity of moisture, that
wi are geiting enough water into the =oil.
A periodic test with an augur or even
n spade would ensure that the plants are
not going dry at the roots. A good maxim
i to "leep the plants prowing,” and 1
linve heird it expressed by many that o
checl, such e drymes: now, will later
preutly increaze troubles, such as cludos-
poriun.. Magnesium deficiency is showing
up in some houses, and should be kept in
check by regular spravings with Epsom

salkr.

Cumb. And Westmorland

Rain Wanted—Plentv Of Rloom
—Growers With The L.S.A.

CancisLE, May 13

ROWERS in this part of the country

dn not vsually ery out for raing they
often get too much., Just now it would
be wery weleome, and more than  one
grower i% taking o scrious interest in
irrigation equipment.

Mueh attention i= focussed om the
fortheoming machinery demonstration nt
the Cumberland snd Westmorland Coun-
ties" Farm School, Newton Rigp, Pen-
rith, on May 31,

Wisitors will alse be able to see the
new gchool buildings, as the fiest hlock i=
nenring completion.

All kinds of fruit have good dis fay=
of bloom, snd the domson orchords of
Westmorland were in full bloom during
Eaater week. A number of motor coachea
hrooght visitors 1o see the display—a

revival of a pre-war custom, when crowds:

came from Lancashire tn see the blossom.

Cumberland Grrowvers' Discussion
Ciroup paid a visit to the Crofton Land
Settlement Ertate on April 12-—the largest
of the three LSA. estates in Cumber-
land, The party numbered 40, and were
welcomed by the estate monager (Mr.

Campbell} snd the Horteulturn] Adviser
{Mr. Barnard),

Teerns of interest ot headguorters in-
cluded electric eoil heating equipment,
which is in process of being installed to
heat four rowe of double Duteh light
frames. If successful and on  economic
propozition, it will afterwards be instolled
on some of the tenants' holdings, The
Cuickpress soil pot-making mochine also
attracted  attention, and Mr. Barnard
stated that with two helpers he could
minke 9 so0il pots per hour.

On the tenants’ holdings, esrly plass-
house lettuce hod alresdy been marketed,
but some good May Cueen were seen,

Leaf Mould Hesster Mo, 1 is appar-
ently the most popular tomato oo the
estate, amd it i3 interestine o note that
o nurmher of tenants are now planting along
the houses inatend of in rows across, as
formerly. Mosi of the houses on the
extnte are 600, by 250t and the beat
single crop last senson wis two tong seven
cwta.—which works out abour 62 tone

Por mOTE.
All roduce  from  the estate s
calleeted from the temants'  holdings,

pacled in o large centrol pocking shed,
and marketed in bulle ar MNewceastle and
ﬂla,sgf}w. This syrilein o beneficial to the
tenants nnd also prevents the danger of
Tocal plues, to the detriment of  local
mnrhet prowers.

Supper in the paclking shed, ns guests
of the L.5.A, tenants, Cﬂﬂc]illitd an e
jovable tour.

Yale Of Evesham

Plum Aphis—Vegetables Depressing
—Planting Held Up

Evearam, Mav |6

TH_E seeond weel in May with several

sharp fromts and the wind veering to
the north and east gave local growers an
unxious  Gme bot fortunately no o great
damage resulied so for os the plum crop is
concerned. [Mere and there & few planta-
tions in low-lying parts cought it hut even
then damapge was not widespread.

Perhaps of greater concern to the
prower ot the moment ia the severe
attack of plum aphis which is sweeping
the plum trees, The couse is difficult 1o
fathom. It mav be the wild winter or the
very idry weather we have been experienc-
ing- In the opinion of Mr, F. J. Masters,
i considerable thin-out of the crop can
be expected with o big variation in the
zize of the fruit now i evidence. Even
the fruit trees could do with some rain
Niceotine washes and  dusis are belng
upplied pe conditiens allow,

Among  the soft fruits, strawberries
have suffered the worst from the frosts.
Fortunately, it remained dry or the dam-
oge would have besn more heavy, Tt gs,
us yet, eardy to dwell much on apples or
plums but apple blossom weevil and apple
aucker have heen reported from some
parts: of the Vale

The wvegetnble trade remains depress-
ing in the extreme. On all honde prowers
have been ploughing in seres of good
quality lecks and it now looks as though
considerable areaz of spring eabbpge will
meet the same fate.

Progress with the lote spring and sum-
mer crops has been retarded by the very
dry conditions und recent rain came as o
godsend, The ground, however, is so hard
that many days of gentle rain are re-
qguired to make good the deficiency. Broad
beang ond pess are in flower and will
henefit from the moisture.
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TO THE EDITOR

The Value Of A Comprehensive Pest

Control

READY "Viewpaint' on May 5 with

mixed  feelings of sympathy and
impatience. We can all understand  the
grower's feclings, as he sees the bewilder-
ing fow of now insectivides ond fungi-
cides, and reads often conflicting reports
of their good wmd bad effects. And 1
think that the flow is likely o continue,
for it is ensier to find new products than
to assess critically therr practical  value
under varying conditions,

But I fear that any inclination te rebel
wgpninst the “fasiér revolutions of  the
wheel” iz long out-dated. The appeal 1o
Dame Nature wns forfeited when we
started to plant acre after acre with one
crop, particulacly where, ns with  fruit,
no rotation is possible. That alone greatly
increases  both the loss from a single
attnck and the probability of successive
attncks by a pest or dizease,

Counter messures must he taken to
restore the balance of control, but let no
ohe imngine thot this restored bulance is
the one ordained by mnatuee, It is very
much less smble, and this instability s
the price we musat pay for the incrensed
crops which n growing civilised popula-
tion, with its high density and (would be)
high-standard of lving, muost have.

Certainly  these counter messures
should be as wisely chosen sz possible
and, for example, should not I off
pradators and pollinators,

You are entirely right as to the value
of o comprehensive survey of pest contral
08 5 whole, but this wmild be & momo-
mental tosk, It calls for the application
of methods now familiar in 2 wide field
af industry under the name of Operational
Research, and would, 1 think, be most
efficiently carried out by 8 mixed team of
growers, scientista, and economists.

A modest attempe at such a survey, on
n small scale, has been mide by the
Mushroom  Growers”  Association by
seizing up an Ineecticides Committee to
collect information on the use of new
insecticides against mushroom pests; sne
report has been fzaued,

Entomologiste are studying our insect
population, but it takes many K:ﬂ to
estoblish or detect o permanent change in
its character.

Lastly T suggest that naturs should not
be regarded as an antagonist waiting for
the Inst laugh. 17 we study nature’s lows
we ean hoth aveid conflice with themn,
and use them to attain our own ends,
Perhaps our troubles have hesn increased
in recent years by the premature use of
new waiterdals before all thelr Hmitations
nre recognised.

R. L. Enwanns, Ph.DD,
Director of Research,
Mughroom Research Association,
Yaxley.

Others Please Copy!

IN your “Viewpoint” on May 5 you

suggested prowers should underealee "a
comprehensive  investipation  into  the
entire question of pest control,”

It struck me as o little ungenerous, in
this connection, not to mention the eforts
being made by the Mushroom Growers®
Association to do this very thing—the

Sllrvey

first report of the Insecticides Committes

having heen issued within the preceding
14 davs?
Fren C, ATrina.
Chairman,
Insecticides Committes,
Yasxley.

[Quite obuiously we were thinking in
termy of commereial horticulture ar a
whale, rvather than of a4 single frighly-
specialiced  bimeh,  However, we apree
we should hove Been last “ungeneros
ad we pointed 1o the work of the
M.GA Insecticides Committes e an
cm:gph ta be copicd in ather directions.

|

Soilless Culture

IN reply to Mr. Ticquet's letiter of
Mauy 5, regarding the use of ammonfum
sulphate in nutrient solutions, although
the process described & quite coTrect,
why introduce this salt, with the resulting
complications in the nuttent, 1o by-pass
n process which will take place nommally
within a healthy plant?
During a number of vears of practical
experience, | have never seen symptoms
of carbo-hydrate defidency when the

nutrierit has been formulated to sult
climatic: condition.
Reparding the proportiong  of  the

element in the solution, one hos- to: re-
member  that selective pheorption  tikes
place up tn a certain point, thus giving
some degree of lotitude pravided the total
conceniration remaing within reasonable
irnits,

Nitrogen deficiency can be remedied
by decressing potussivum, but as this
clement js usually the dominant foctor
thiz condition should not exise if a0 wuite
nhle nutrient in ueed. Furthermore, if (he
deficiency is to be corrected by decreasing
potassium, it means thot tenks must he

ied and fresh solutions made up,
therefore, why not increase the nitrogen
comntent?

Me. Godber, in his letter, considered
I exagperated the chemical knowledge re-
gufired to out sind-culture, 11 one
is using 2 mechunical injector, or making
up concentrated stock  eolutions, asme
knowledge is necessary to avoid the pre-
cipitations and renctions which necur he-
tween the salts employed, For inatance,
one eatnot make a concentrated solution
containing  calelum phosphate and  sul-
phates without the formation of proetic-
ally Inscluble calelum  sulphate, which
clogs injector vilves, pipes, ete, T stresaed
the chernical side in arder thar would-be
prowers will at Teast avoid some of the
mistakes which can so easily be mads,
and will not contemplate the use of con-
centratez without due consideration.

Certainly non-scientific growers can
work the svatem; in fact, [ have szeen
some extremely good results produced by
omateurs, Nevertheless, it s diffeult to
lay down any hard and fast rules, as
conditions vary considersbly. The type
of sand emploved mokes §t necessary to
alter the technioue from time to time.
Some sands tend to render the fron in-
soluble after the nutrient has been A=
plied, resulting in chlorosis, which may

be mistaken for o major deficiency,
Therefore iron has to be applied to the
siund, prefershly az a separate feed a1 2
pH of 4.5

In  connection  with  the suggested
sories of simple instructions made by Mr,
I, W. Godber, thizs would not be an
eany matter, particularly with such crops
m PF. camations;, where some udjust-
ment in the nutrient iz necessary during
auturnn and winter to prevent the soffen-
ing of the stems, The time these ndjusi-
ments are made depend an the climatic
canditions,

A solution which has given satisfactory
resiilts during spring and summer with
many subjects is: N, 130 K0 120
ppm, POy 100 ppm, Mgd pPpmy using
ealcium nitrate, porsssium nitrate, soper-
phosphate  and magnesium  aulphate.
Sodium nitrate may he introduced to re.
place part of the calcium nitrate, bearin
in mind that the sodium is unwanred
With wmntoes the Pdl, conzenr may he
beneficially reduced to 50 ppm.

Firnully, although putting forward these
difficulties, the results of some yeoara work
on the subject convinces me thae gand
culture, coupled with autamatic freding,
i the solution 1o one of the majar prob-
lems of horticulture to-day—npamely the
incressing eost of production,

Polegate, TroMA: Sauney.
Bussex:

Electric Soil Warming

SCIME considernble time has elapsed
since the publicution in The Fruit-
Grower of Februnry 24 of the irticle
entitled  “Snil  Warming iment."
Neversheless, varioon  comments raised
during the intervening perind compel me
1o siinment on one very important point
arising in the course of the article,

Your correspondent mentiong—appar-
mt:lr quoting the manufacturer—that o
londing of 5 watts per sq. ft. for normal
uail warming is efective, which is indeed
our exgerim:e over-a very wide field.

en, however, recomnmends a load-
10 watts for “'special hot-beds,"
whatever they may be, and goes on to
supgest “15 watts for seed germination.”
Whatever may be covered by the term
"seed germination,” surely the mnjority
of propagations of all kinds will RO on
sver propagating beds in frames or on pro-
pagating beriches in houses. With @ wide
experience of this class of application, |
have found that complete wtsfaction is
obtained with londings of 5 watts per
. ft. The adoption, therefore, of a lond-
ing of 15 watts per sq. ft. would simply
result in the grower laying out st [esst
twice ns much as he need de with the
normal § watts recommendation,

I feel it only Ffsir, therefore, to podnt
this: out to prospective users, who Ay
thus be saved guitc:a subseantial but un
necessary outlny of capital.

C. A Cammiox Buows,
Hrivish Electricity Authority,
London, W.1.

Midland Air Service ?

British European Airways are planning
a regular carga scrvice for fresh fruit and
vegetables from the Continent to Birming-
him. 'The oroduce will be despatched
from Paris within n few houre of harvest-
ing and be on sale in Birmingham less
thir 24 hours later. At the moment Veges
tubles reaching Birminghsm by ses and
land are sold st lesst three dave old.
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LATEST FROM THE MARKETS

(Rates quoted in these lists are market prices paid by pur::ha.:em and meay make allowances for such items as

carriage, toll and porterase, and salesman's commissions. They are not prices paid to grotwers).
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SUMMARY

Covent Garden.—Trade brisk with
keen demand for English and imported
tamatoes at firon prices, with lettuce,
cut:umhsers and other salads remaining
aund{' mong greens,  couliflowers

ut others siow. Roots slow ox-
cept good old and new carrots and
imported new  potatoss. F'c-'nﬂ lmd?.
with hothouse beans easing on im-
Prm'ad supplies. Fruit plentiful and
in demmand. Flowers steady with best
curnations and roses Arm.

Spitalfields.~—MNew potnioes  easi
with  old nearly Iifi.uhed, m“r:ll:g
pgreens, caulifiowers: firm bur others
plentiful and cheap. Best tommtaes re-
main firm and lettuce fair with spring
pnions and leeks in excess. Carrots
firm with beet improved, but other
rootd slow  and rhubarh plentiful.

RBorouph., — Cauliflowers and am-

urt!d pess improved with lettuce and
onions easing, Prices maintained in
ather fines and cabbage plentiful.

Manchester.—Trade generally im-
proved with small gquantities of im-
ported cherries and strawherries and
English gooseberries available, Salads

stendy with  tomotoes, cucumbers,
radishes and  spring  onions  ensing.
Chuliflowers firm  but other greens

alow. Mew potatoes easing but old re-
inain steady,

Pershore—RKeen trade m best let-
tuee and radishes, with BSparagus and
cubbage firm and leeks, mint, parsley,
rhubarh snd spinach mu&y Some
pooseberriea availoble.
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Dahlia Show List

The MNational Dahlia Specicty prize
achedule for their Annuil Floral Meeting
at the Horticultural Hall, Westminster,
e Gamereher 17 and 14, is now svailable.

Overseas Fruit Position

RRIVALS of South African deciduous

fruitin this coustry during April totalled
1,210,000  packames, including 119,000
cises, boxes and troyva of pesrs, wiad 53,0400
bowes of apples, according to the In-
telligence Bulletin of the Commuonvealth
Economic Committes,

Frome  Mustelin, the first of this
scnson's spples are due to arrive nhwut
May 20, Pears in April amotinted 1
30,000  boxes.  New Zealand apples
totilled 24,000 bexes during lest month,
and the Moy shipments are expecied 10
yeach 173,000 hootes,

Official reports from Halland  reveal,
en April 21, that the eondition of hot-
house tomatoss, smid stawberries under
glass, was penerally good pnd vields are
expected 1o be satisfoctory, Under the
recent  trade  apreement,  Emports ot
tomatoes from Holland this year may total
up to 23,000 tops. Last year the total
was 15 M0 tons,

List seasom’s Americsn apple crop, it
i little ower 90 million bushels, was
per cent less than the previous sepson,
and 22 per eent, below  the ten-year
swverage, Tlie podr crop wis 25 per cent
amapller than in 1947-48 and 13 per cent.
helow uversge, totalling  26f  million
bushels,

No Evidence

Me, T, Willinma, Miniater of Agricul-
ture, refused Mr. Colling' request in the
House of Commons lust weel to appoint
n committee to inguire into the causs
of the incrense in ;ianl disepses and: said
that there wus no evidence to support the
supgestion  that these. were due to the
greater use of artificinl fertiliners,

Ta Me Colling' Further request that
comparative  resalts achieved by the
Indore and simiter methods depending on
the binlogicel basis of sofl fertility should
he nvestigared, he addecd that scientific

gpinion  Was UNARITNOIE that  so-cilled
artifcinl  fertilisers should  be supple-
mented by the addition o the sl by

greanic muterials such na dung aned comes
pomt or by the ploughing in of grass and
clower swnrdi

Insecticides For Mushrooms

Investigntions carried out by the In=
secticidess Committee of the Mushroam
Growers' Associntion sel gp to comment
upon the potentialities of D.IDVT. and
other insecticiden in relation to mushroom
growing, have now heen completed and
appesr in pamphlet form, price s 6d.,
From the B.G.AL, Yaxloy

Reports are included on 0., Gam-
mexane, Azcohengene, HEPT. T.EF.P,
Ef03  (or  Parathion], Velsionl 1068,
Dynome L, Piperineg, prnolie  pendrntors,
the Aerocide system wnd the Aerovap
systein, Some of the likely develnpmenta
1 porme are alio disesssed and the MLOGA,
offers o Hmited nmmint of free mnterial
to mirmhers wishing to undertake their
oW1l EXPErTnEnis,

Soft Fruit Contract Prices

Mo contract prices for polt fruir for
processing will be recomimended by the
M. F.L. thia vesr. For the benefit of amall
wrowers, however, county branches have
heen rireulated with information collected
[ the main fruit FrWing Ares, which
give nn indication of this season’s coOntract
prices.

Drought Retarding Crops

Reporting on the fruit and vegetable
grop positions at the beginning of this
mrionth, the Ministzy of Agriculture
sinles:

Apples, pears, ploms and cherries—
Blossom  mbundant  on  nearly ull
virieties.

Goosebierries—Good  erop forecasi
but rmn needed. Picking will Irecoie
general in Junel

Strawberries.— Frospecis good, RN
needed.

Blsck currunts.—HRlossorm abundant,

Tamntoes,—FPlants forward in loea
Valley and Hampshire,

Cucumbers-—Season forward,

Rhubarb—Yicld reduced by lack ol
i,

Lettuee.—Indoor produce declining.
outdoor suffered from cold winds and
drought. Cutting likely to reach penk
afier mid-May.

Salad onions—Plentiful.

Spring cabhape.—Cirowth retarded
by dry westhet ard cold winds.

Broceoli— Declining, will suon be
confined to the north,

Firoad beans— Inereased area, nor-
mal growth, good crop epected  in
south-west at heginning of June.

Peas, green—orowth retnpded, but
germination goad in nost areas.

Ohnions.—Substantin]  decrease in
wren reporteds

Information Wanted

The lack of educational  facilities 1o
enitile pider apple growers to ahin ade-
quite frformation o spraying, 18 die-
turbing the N.F.LL, and the Ministry of
Agriculmre in to be nsked to do all that
i possible for the growers.

The M.F.LT, Cider Fruit Sub-Compmities
have alsa recemtty considered # report of
the work of Long Ashton Research
Gration on cider apple prowing triwla, Tt
i hoped the result of these rrials will
affsel the falling cider apple airéage in
the west by enabling the froit to be grown
in Essex, Kent and other eastem connties.

More Nitrogen

Replving to Mr. Dumpleton, who asked
what steps had been tuken 1o increase
the cepacity for producing nitrogencous
fertilisers d@5 veconynended by the Panel
pn Tmports Sulstitutes of the Committee
on Induistrial Praductivity, Mr. Herbert
Morrison tald the Fouse pf Commons
that eteps had already been taken which
chould resalt in the autumn of 1950 in
u substantial increase i the production
of nitrogenous fertilisers. He added that
plans 1o incrense cipacity still further
were now being comsidered,

Not Even Dehydrated!

Wot @ single comtroct resulted  from
approaches made to factories for the

dehydration  of the plut onfons, cofm-
plains. Norfolk County N.F.U. ranch.

Oine factory hinted that it eould not offer
anything like an economic price for the
Tmons in view of the imports of dried
anions allowed by the Ministry.

At headguarters 1t s fele that the pos-
sibility of an outlet through dehydration
far the glut ontons should nat have heen
prejudiced by imports of dried onions,



QUICK-FREEZING
FRUIT AND VEGETABLES

WITH

Jackslone  enosten

WILL MAKE BIG PROFITS
FOR SOME GROWERS
AGAIN THIS YEAR—

Write for full details :

JACKSTONE FROSTER LTD.

I, HUTTON ROAD, GHIHSI‘I'
Talephone : Grimsby 5107, Telegraphic Address: * Industries, Grimsby *

ROYAL EXCHANGE, CORNHI LONDO
quh::ll Mansion House 5819. = Thlt;runim Empnrklu,"ﬁhn:;:i:lndn"

TOMATO

BASKETS
by DRING!

Tomatoes and Produce packed
In Dring's Baskets arrive In
perfect condition — to every-
one's satisfaction. Made to fold
flat — strong — dependable and
well-ventilated, they act as
your complete safeguard
between despatch and arrival

Your enquiries dealt with promptly and personally

J ” E I N G LTD. THE AIRPORT PORTSMOUTH Tel: 74448-9-0




