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VIEWPOINT

HE pre-packaging of fruit and vegeiables
I autraciive conswmicr poacks Br sl
seonething-of -a novelty, the volue of we il
ar o gouree wnf felegeods crop ditpoka—
particilarly during gl pevipds—hay yet (o
be widely gccepted, Yet, if groovers do.rof
oo wake wp to te scope ol possiilides
of dhis outler, they may fimd the chance has
slipped throtgh their fingers,

It iy e oifficuls fe visuatize emrerprigng
wholesalarr, and even refallers, coninuing ta
by aapplies af mormial marked rales-—partio-
tardy if they are fow—undertaking their ows
pre-packaging, and offering this produce af
sich enhanced rotey ay ity alraciive precetiin-
lioon commarneds amd g extra fronble justifies.

From the grover's peint of siew there i3
surely ot dual risk here, dn the first ploce e
will hove mo real control over the gquaelity
of pre-packaged produce, oy oven any
puarantee thay impors do not find ther way
o ghe public fn ihis form.  Secondly, he will
lose the very real value of bullding a repiito-
tlon for hix own home-grovn produce by the
esfablishment of a growers” muark.

£ L L]

[1" would be oltogether Wrong ro presume
that the amifaeturers of pre-packaging
material are necessarily growers' men. O
the centeary, they are guite definitely on the
fence, with very liftle fddea in what direction
thiir pre-pachaging trade will dovelop 3o jur
ar  horitcwlunyl | produce s concevned.
Indesd, it ir safe to sy thel mare than one
firm has afrendy jumped off on the stde of
the distribators, wauwallsme thiy séetion oF
ot ikely o foke o and expand e pire-
packaging tdea, Thue may well prove thewm
mistaicen, bud the growing dde of the In-
dustry should be forewarned by the drend.
It iy doubtful if the averoge wholesaler of
retailer hay the dime or gpoce fo uandertake
pre-packaging, Bus there will b exceptions,
amd thase will careyt risky for the grower.
L] -

L]

THE packaging of produce_for market ey

alwiays  been  the province of  the
prowery’  pocihioure. Even in ftz more
olaborate modern form It should sl take
place there, alongside the graders, the cold
vtare, the washing machine, anud the rest of
the murketing appormtus.  The fact that the
actal  presemsation  of  produce @ being
carred @ dtep further, In the process of pres
packaging, should make mo difference. After
all, there fx nothing new or revoluiianary in
bundling and labelling asparaguy or pritting
up soft fruit in punnets, and surely that 1§
pre-packaging—robbed, pérhaps. af some af
iix present refiremenis.

Collectively, and without defay. the grow-
ing xide of the {ndusiry should wccept pre-
packaging and, having done 5o, farm o post-
ilve polfey ax fo the attitude 1 proposes o
pake, 1 growery oevent the regponsiidiioy,
there chould be prompr limison with the
manefaciurers (6 make thiv perfectly claar,
hefave if lr too lafe.

NEED FOR A NEW OUTLOOK?

SOME PEAR PROBLEMS

By R. W. Harriss

LUD!{ING through an old copy of * Tho

Farmer's Magnzine” dated Febroary,
1856, | was rather surprised o see that
gmong the Covent Garden prices for wiek
erding January 26, pears were quoted ot
from 14 1o 35 per doz., and 2k to 5k per
sgive: Varletics mentioned were Winier
Melis and Glon Morceaw.

Ason matter of miceest, | looked up the
market report for the corresponding week
in this vear, and, except lor imporied pears,
there was but one veriety meationed, and
{hit at per J-bushel, The variely. of course,
was Conference

Despite s deservedly wide populinity,
this pear cinnot be classed an of first quality,
and considering that there was something
like five million bushels of pears Imported
into these islands during 1949, the fact that
thiere was only one variety reaching the mor-
ket in sufficienl quantity to jusiily a price
quotntion, makes one wonder i the hiomme-
prower is showing sufficient enterprise.

During the past season there haye been
serions  MsEIVIOES RMONng  pear-Erowers,
partly because of inérensing imports e
alsp through fear of over-production.

Should Give Confidence

The very Fact that such vasl guanbics of
peurs can be imported and sold at a good
pverage price shoukd have the eiffect of giving
the home grower cvery confidence for ihe
funire. provided heé s prepared o study con-
sumer demand with the same determination
as the foreigner.

During the early automn of last year, ]
remember thal @ grower wrote to The
Eruft-Grower  complaining  that he ‘had
been unabie to find & mnarket for what was
described as *a pood sample of Superbh ™
pears. | have no idea of the guanbity thit
were available, or other circumstunces, bul
there s something seriously wmiss when
pedrs, which sre among thee vizry best dn
their class and scasom, do not find & ready
sale when markets are being found for vasi
(uantities of imporied  pears of gemeTally
inferior gquality.

| wonder if the fuult was that (heore was
wo reil effort 1o sell until the fruit was
ready 7

Another grower expressed his amazement
tey me beciuse his Conference hod made only
fis. por  bushel, while Catilac letched
134, The answer to thig, of course, Wis
obviopsly that by the time the Catilac were
picked, the usual pell-rmel losdings of pears
1o the markels were dying down, and. hod
they beer kept until towards the end of theii
scuson, they would most likely have mude
nearer three times that price.

It was sometime during lost October thiat |
was approached by o firm of processers 1o
“find " about two. tons of surtable peary
which, 1 was informed, would be saflicent
to complere their quots of o mixed-fruit
pack. | had the tomerity 10 osk where they
had obmained thoir mein supply, and wis
told that (hey had been boying Dutch pears
gt aroond Td. per b,

Surely it would have been possible. for i
contract b0 have heen mode for o home-
prower to have sppplicd sstisfactory fruit ot
this price. There (s something very wrong
hiere, but one wonders just where the fault
fies. | hawe put this firm in woech with some
friends of mine, who, among other  things.
grow seme BO acren of pears—and grow
thern really well.  This season should find
these prowers and processers triuding together
in & mutually satisfactory. manmer

Too Many Planted

One prower recently expressed to ome his
preference for Conference wbove all other
pears, 48 il was o troohle’  Many will
agree with this verdict as, apar from being
of reasonpbly good quality, it is o regular
cropper and  practically  scube-proof;  bul,
despite these admirable qualites; 3t 15 surely
whking o very nirow view o plant  this
varioty m numbers that sre grearcr tham all
pther pears combined.  Yel this bos hap
pened during the past seyeril years.

There 13 ot moch deubt that the ™ no
trouble ' angle has o pood deal too much
infiemce on the outlook of most of us, but
with the foreignér obviously going to o grem
deal of rouble to caplure our markets, there
is no excuse Tor being satisfed with our
imcreagingly  pnimaginacive effors at pear
production

To do justice to himself and the consamer,
the homeorower must plan Lo spread the
pear crop much more evenly over thit year,
This can be done by recogniing the merils
of certain other varictics, particolarly fiess
carly und Iate sorts:

Few will disggree that there is nothing
imporied to show to beller sdvaniage than
o well-grown Superh, William, Beurre Bosc
ar Comice.  This applics porticularly o
lalinn friuil which comes in whon we heas)
warnt it and, to moy mind, hos the sppelrnee
of having been ripened in p sower,

If it B “ eyecappeal bt sells this Trult,
ihe frills that go with the imports must be
given nll the credit. They certainly do minch
in hide the hideous hlack bruises which de-
velop @s sson as the froit i exposed to
fresh air-

S Far g 1 ocan gsecrtiin, the containers
{talinn pears ore packed in are both castly
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and hard b come by—and nol cheap of of
ensy supply, as many people are inclined
o think. 1t mikes me wonder whnt would
he the resolt if o determined cffort were
made fm this country to produce suitnble
non-returnables Tor such Truft as would fimd
a better market by their ose I wonder,
too, what perecntage of growers would moke
full use of proper packing material.

One thing is certain, pears aré very rch
more tricky than apples o market satis-
fuctorily, and to get the whaole of the crop
to the censumer in anything like good con-
dition presents many problems. Good grow-
ingg s only hall the batte. The other hall
is perhaps mone difficult, and equally =
porizni—picking at the right stage of devel-
ppment, good grading and pdequate storags
with chill-rommis o thal the earlier =orfs can
he packed and dispatched in cool condition,
which considerably increases the suleable
period of the fruit.

When one knows of the vasl and increas-
ing impotts of pears inta this country, it
does sugest, to put it mildly, thit it 1s fime
that pear-growing should be taken far mone
‘serously, with @ more far-sighted  policy
udopted with regard to choice of varietics.

(f the less-known new PCirs, there are
twa that, to my mind, justify o place in
the commercial list. One is Loxton's Early
Market, which can be picked ond sold by
mid-August, and the other Laxton's Progross,
which ripens in October.

A Class of Iis Own

The former is in n cliss of its own §o
far as first early peurs. go, sttaining o good
size, and pleasing guality and appearance.
Ope man complaied to me thar it would
not keep, 1t Is not meant Lo, While admit-
ting that there are many other good pears 1o
choose from, my idea of a worthwhile
collection from carly Lo lare is as Follows—
Laxton's Early Market, Laxton's Superh,
Beurre Giffard, Beorre D Amanlis, Willizms
B.C. Dr. Jules, M, Marrilat, Calebasse,
Emile D' Heyst, Beurre Superfin, Beurte
Hardy, Conferenee, Doyenne du  Comics,
Winter Nelis, Josephine de Mulines, and
last, but by ne means least, that splendid
ald stewing pear, Catlag, which will keep
alimost until pears come agoin, This pear,
propetly prepared, i delightful, and to my
imind, far wnd away superior to the seented
insipidoess of the usual canned  Varicles,
One snag with jt is, that to do justioe, i
mist hove o long and steady stewing § per-
haps this is o much trouble.

Becently [ was piven a leaflet, entithed
“ Dutch Pearade.” | suggest Lhal every
British grower should sce 8 copy. Tt would
suppart  my contention that the foreigner
yolues our markeis @ groal deat more thon
we do,  Part of the Dutchmen's anxiety s
lo ‘help overcome the lock of dolfurs, ol
though judging by the number of American
cars to be seen in Holland, they manage o
rustle up s few.

The leaflet lists no fewer than 71 yaricties
of prars they propose (o export to us. There
are three groups of dessert sorts. Group 1
includes Hardy. Superlin, Comice aned . de
Malines., Group 2 includes Clwirgesn, DY
Amanls, Dell, Duropdeay, Williama an
Conference.  Group 3 (other desserl. pedrs)
wre muainly wokpown o me, but includes
. Boussoch, Dr, Jules ond Souvonir du
Congresz, Cuolinary pears arc in two groups.

It seems quite clear, from the number of
varicties  thut have been found, that it
is intended to finc-toothcomb the Nether-
fands next meason for every esporiable pear.
As o sporting nation, we must hand them
full marks for moking a splendid eflort,
and be duly thankful for the millions of
dollars they iniend to save us |

WILL THERE BE A DROUGHT

THIS YEAR?

Not If We Have Rain Now Argue Experis, But Crops Always
Need Irrigation Says Sir William Ogg

HE question whether or not 1o take
precoutions peninst the possitility of
dropght (his summer, by the  mstallation
beforchand of irrigation equipment, i mot
helped by the Jack of information  for
growers on the likelihood or otherwise of
such @ drought.

Oldest  inhohifants  wormings, and  the
variety of weather forecasis supplied by
natire have all proved wrong as oflen as
right, but how helpiul it would be to hear
the confident voice of a rmadio announcer
forecasting ** A period of dry weather will
commence ot the end of next month, Iasting
approximaiely  six weeks, The midday
temperatures will be in the region of. .+
How quickly those frrigation lLinies wounld be
grecied  thenl

Al present, the Alr Ministey is not willing
to commit itself on long-term forecnsts, bt
resenrch on the subject is receiving top
priority, and there is 8 lone of optimism in
the talk of those associated with il Electri-
city is playing its part, and the research is
pevalying round e lutest wonder machines
which are said to cape with fantastic
mathematical problems in a few myinutes, The
electronie eye is olso drawm inte this auto-
matic forecasting, und the time may not
be far distant when forecasts for the whola
season, or al lenst & month, will be warked
out in a few hours,

Such o service, with the information dis-
seminated ata set me over the raclio would
prove an absolute hoon (o all growers, who
would then have some idea how long they
can offord to wail before rigging up the
speay lines, or how much jonger they can
jegve & crop o malure before the weather
would moke picking o difficult operation.
Advance information of this sor would
also prove of inestimabie vilue when draw-
ing up SpIRy ProgrAmMmes in summer and
winter, Tor pruning and carly planting
operations, and in foct every oul-door job
throughout the year.

That there will be & drought this summer
is somelhing the Alr Ministry will peither
confirm nor deny, but weather experts do
contend thot given a reasonable amount of
rain during the next four or five weeks, the
surface water should be sufficient o outlast
a dry peried during the summer.

Speaking at fhe beginning of the month

at the centenary of the Eoyal Metzorological
Society, however, Sir Wiltiam G. ©Ogg,
Director Rothamsted  Experimental
Station, ssid: “ From calculstions of “soil
moisture deficits, it is probable ihat the crop
over a considerable aresx of Southern Eng-
land—south-cast of a line from (he Severn Lo
the Humber—could use from four o six
inches more witer than falls as rain.” This,
incidentally, is based on the unpublished
work of Dr. H, L. Penman ot Rothamsted.

Sir Willism also said on the same occa-
sion that in 3 dry year, like 1949, even =
decp-rooted crop such as sugar hest would
benefit from irrigation, aod shallow-rooted
erops would benefit in nearly all years. Sir
William rcvealed that this information came
from experimental work carried oul on sugar
bect over three years, but mdded that they
made no claim 25 to whether it would pay
to irrigate or not

Safest Course

As fur as irrigotion is concerned, it wonld
perhaps he safer to take heed of Sir Wil-
Hom's remorks,  However, for guidance
on ihe many other outdoor operations that
gre direcily affected by the weather however,
the grower mist wuit for the day when long-
term [orecasts are possible.

In the mesntime, he is worse off than

ever, since the airmet service, which until
March 15, was broadcast on 1210 melres,
was discontinued, owing to the change in
wavelengths,  Omiginally intended for civil
air pllets, many growers found the daily
forecasis of some valoe, but it is to be
feared that mow that the information  is
ayailable to the civil air pilots through
ather services, the airmel service may never
he restored.
Capt. John Crowder recently pointed out
in the Houwse of Commons, however, that
the information was of great use to both
agriculturists and {lshermen, when he asked
for ils restoralion on B wavelength which
can be received on ordinary radio sets, and
Me. Frank Beswick, Parliamentary Sccre-
sary 1o the Ministry of Aviation, agreed
thot it would be spprecisted by many
people if the service could b restarted. He
added at the time, however, that il was
nol e responsibility of his Ministry to
sllocate wavelengths, and that international
{nterests were involved.

Official Mid.April Vegetable Crop Report

CLASSHGUSE lettuce and tomatocs are
¥ reported to be of good quality, and
cuciimbers varable in the latest Ministry of
Agticuliure Teport of the vegetable crop
position. Chutside, crops  oppear (o be
moderate to poor in quality.

Rhubarh —Forced  practically finished.
Open crops more forward ; quility and yields
improved. Insufficient demand,

Letinee  (Glasshouse).—Crops  n heated
houses almost eleared ; cutting from frames
increased and quality good.

Lettieee  (Winter Operh=TIn Essex  and
Worcestershire crops being cul on increasing

SNOW DAMAGE

(Fer pictures and district-by-
district summary see pages 774-3.)

seale,  Other areas will commence Toading
during the latter part of the month.  Croality
has only been moderate.

Tomatoes (Glasshouse)—Main crop pros:
pects generally good. Picking in the Lea
Valley expected to begin early in May.

Cucimbers (Glasshouse) —Supplics have
heen on much heavier seale and in the Lea
WValley peak cotting iz axpected early in May.

Quality variable.
gupplies and guality

Watercress.—Steady
good.

Spring Cebbage and Spring Greens—
Heavy bolting of cabbage crops is oocurring
in most arcas; much of the crop intended
{or hearting i3 being cut [or greend.

Roott —Bestroot being loaded on much
smaller scale. Parsnips have been light and
of varisble quality, Pew cafrots + the
remaining small sreas will be dleared early
in May.
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"_ THEN, following u weok-end of social

activity, the anpwel business confer=
ence of ihe MNatiopal Fedemtion of Froit
apd Polate Trades opened at the Grand
Hotel, Brighton, on Monday, A B
MARKS, of Leoioester, suceesded E. A,
EASTWOOLY sy the wholesilers' president.
While it has proved uneventlul, despite

Marky

Me A, B

revolutionary  prophesies  of  widesprend
chumge In the wholesale wnd  distrbulive
spheres, Mr. Eastwood's period of office has
st stefdy progress amd active enconrmge-
ment of  joint  consubtative | commitecs,
covering all sphores of the indusiry,

H. 5 MELBOURNE, of Pinetree Fruit
Farm, Cranborme, Dorset, who specialisgs
in Roval Sovereign strowberries: and haid o
worthy exhibit of ripe fruit s st week's
B.H.5. phow, promises anoiher even betior
display al this weeks *Forinightly."  Des-
pite recent severs weather he reports flai
il planis are doing well, while the Pinetree
stock remain " us good mg ever™

Sign of the incressing intéresl within the
county. in coeaperative murketing can  be
swen in the suceessfil wisit of Cambridge
srowers, organised by NF.U. horboulruen]
weretary Lo H. HERRING, o hemdguarters
ol the Litlelon and Badsey Growers”
arganisation, i the Vule of Evesham. Cer-
tnindy the visiting prowers could hve [ound
nobody more alive o the walues and th
problems  of  co-operative markeling  than
C. A, BINYON, presidenmt, who with his
sall gawve {ull and fronk soswers o the
many gueries ridsed.

H. ). COOPER, technizil representative
of Markham Traction Lid., Hunworth Lane,
Chertsey, Surrev, hos an eye on the mounting
costs of lobour on fruit Farms. e is At
predent mvestigating the possibility of adapt-
ing his compony's  feailers and  fertiliser
spiehders (o meet the specific meeds of Truit
[aroméirs, ond ks anxious for procticsl dis-
cossions on the point with: growers,

Recent changs< on the hormicuboral ad-
visory staff of the N AAS, have uiken
R. W. RENNISON from the Morth Riding
o West Soffolk, and 5. J. HOWICK from
Norfalk o North Riding.  Fellowmng the re-
tiement of J, JARRETT, horticoltuml
officer for Shropshire, Mis 5. MAUREEN
JOHNSTON has moved from Wilishire to
replace him,

Members of the Brtish Flower Induostry
Assodiation apporently find tours overseas
maore congenial (hin those al home, Despite
the success of the recent Channel Tslew trp,

... PEOPLE

stipport for the proposed tour of the Lincoli-
shire bulh ficlds has proved so poor thag
Miss- 1. W. HOWARD, the Association’s
secretiry, has thiz week been busy cancelling
AFTanEeInents,

Fuolfilling one of hiz frsl engagoments
since his retarn, gloriously tanned, from the
Mediterranean stand of Majores, where he
recently spent 4 (hree wieks' holduay, 1, F,
GOAMAN, Senior Marketing Oficer of the
Mimistry of Agriculture, continued his work
af hringing the message of good mirketing
praciices 1o growers af Hamplon last week,
Mr. ‘Gosmon  has  travelled  extensively
nbout the counlry speaking on the subject
of which ke has had such vast experience,
and in whatever area he speaks he imvarl-
ubly iokes the point of view of the local
grower and discussed the subject in so far as
it relates 1o the particular area.

Following o point récently raised by ont
of our district eorméspondents, reparding
the cultural probioms raised by soil heating
by electricity, C. A, CAMERON BROWHN,
mgmcaliural  electrification advier (o the
British Electnicily Authority, has offercd 1o
arrange for frank discussions berween A, W,
ORAY, his hortlcoftoral officer, tnd any
growers  experiencing  local problems con-
cerning the jechnigque of soil werming by
electricity,

4. P, ROCHFORD, president: of Les
Walley Growers, has provided & bhandsome
silver cup for competition among  golfing

members. Fate of the cup for the first vear
of Its existence will ke decided st Brookmans
Park Club om May 23, when the Aswociation
lrolda it first snnpal goll competition

JCH ™ CASTLE, siles-development
manager of Eburte Containers Ltd., hortl-
cultural peickeging moterial monafacturéss,
s boen oppointed firdl  choirman ol the
Svuthern Aves Tnstijute of Packuging, which
includes London and the Home Counlies.

Distinguished  visitor to the new  lhead-
Quarters of the Jobn Innes Hordbiculiural
Institution, Bayfordbury, Herts, on June 2
newt will be the MARQUESS OF SALIS-
BURY, who hns praciously consented to
perform the official opening ceremony,

A happy coremony . which reeently plessed
Pembrokeshire growerd, returning home vin
Brecon from & 'Vale of Evesham rour, was
(he presentation of an automatic razor in
o sibver case (0 P. D. LEES, horticultural
sdvisory allicer lor the county, as a mark of
apprecintion of ‘hiv elTortd in arginising the
tour,. W. T. PROUT., of Ssundersfool,
handed over the gift, and his complimentury
remtiirks  were endorsed by ). DANGER-
FIELD, of Rosemarket,

C. D, DEMPSTER., horticuliural officer 1o
the M.ALAS, for Stallordshire; is busy com-
pleting arrangemcnls for an ambitions glass-
house demonsiation and exhibition o be
held ar Baker's Murseries, Codsall, near
Wolverhampion, on May 18, Besides 0 most
comprehensive  display of glasshouses ond
allisd equipment, visiting growers will have
the opportumity of viewing Messrs, Baker's
houses, modern offices, nurseries, and secd
wirghomse

CALL FOR WEBB’S REMOVAL
Only Growers Have Been Silent In Vegetable Price Battle

FI‘HI:. possthility of a naton-wide com-

paign on the part of hotsewives apains
high-priced vepeiables prows dnily with the
mereiased  support being  offered by house-
wives throwghour the Mullands to the decision
ol the Shrewsbiry branch of (he Midland
Fedetution of the Housewives' Leapoe 1o
boyeoit all vegetables ¢acept potatoes during
the period Moy £ to 15,

Housewives in the cities of Manchester,
Noctingham, Birmingham, Liverpool, Wolver-
hampion and Bradford have already decided
1o jin the boyeoit and London and other
provincial bronches will alko be ssked o
add - supporr,

Mr. Webb, the Food Miniser, (n o speceh
at Reading bas old housewivis that be s in
il sympathy " with their comploinis, He
blamed private enterprise for the vegemable
position, and  added, ¥ Thiy shorings was
[orescen by the Government and it was up
ta ke prodiocder to inke meandres,”  He
added thmt the fong-derm solution was the
rerorganision of marketing ander  pubiic
wnership,

Ihese remarks on the part of the Food
Minbiter broughe forth  emphialle profesis
Irom delegates o the pnnual conferemoe of
e Mutionul Federation of Frail and Potato
Praces. meeting in Brighton this week wha
have decided 1o send o pelegram of protes
o the Prime Minister. Thin cdprosses the
conference’s * amazement ™ that o Minkster
of the Crown should endeavonr (o exploit
b nntional disester Tor the purpose of politi-
cil propagands and calls upon Mr. Adilee

o procuce o withdrown] of ths * complecly
mislending siatement

Mr, C. L. Boynton, past president of the
Fededation, suggested that Mr, Webh's ge-
signation should be called Tor und this was
supparted by many delegoied.

Mr, Ermest Wolmsley from the Tele of
Wight referring to  Mr. Webb's  slatement
that it wak up to the producer to inke
mcasurey, sild, amid cheers, ™ 1 have neve
heard o more stupid statement by o human
being in my fife.” His own Josses lasl year
were enornmous owing (o the drought, he
faul, adding, * When this mun sys  the
grower should mke the place of God, it s
time he was pot o his place and 1 would
love 1o be the man to do it

Retuibers have alio forwarded protests o
hoth the Prime Minisier and the Food Min-
mier, My, T. D, Matking nationol SECTELNTY
ol the Rewil Froin Trode Fedsration, pssied
o statemrent accosing - the Government  of
usitg the crisis as political propaganda For
thedr own pet policies of publie wnership
| he Motional Union of Small Shopkeepors
hivs asiked the Prime Minister whether Mr
Webb's . afatoment soppocting  the bravwcanl
was  made with Cabmiet approval  wnd
whether it could be -ossumed that it would
be the Governments Tofore poficy to sop-
porl mmilar boycolts.

As we ga (o press, the NEL, HLO, Vege
able Comumittes intimate thai (hey will <hortls
be t=uing a statemsent {n which the growers'
caxe will be e¢leirly owillned in facts and
figires.
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THIS SPRING’S “ LITTLE WINTER ”

Unhappy ** North-0f-The-South ** Area Gets A Six Inch
Snow Blanket Overnight

EAYY cusualies, particularly among
plums, were caused by freak weather on
April 26 which, overnight, blanketed parts of
Kent, Surrey, Hampshire, Wilishire and od-
joining counties beneath -six inches of snow,

Although snowfalls werg widely reported
from all paris of the country during this
period, the worst of the weather appears (o
have hit the Morch Downs ared of Kent and
Surrey and to have proceeded on u fairly
narmow westerly course along this line,

In Hampshire, for example, the Basing-
stoke and Allon  districts suffered  heavily,
whereas conditions wore not severe in the
southern half of the cownty. Much the
same fy true of the position north and sooath

of the comparoovely localised *° blizmrd-
Line,” Thus, while many Komt orchards
aroungd the Maidstone district were heavily
covered, fruit farms in Essex enconmicred
nothing unduly severe.

On the whole top froms. appear o have
stffered less thon from a late spring frost
Mewvertheless it was bad for plums, and
weight of snow coused considerable damage.
Sofi fruit bushes were widely flatrenéd, but
proved surprisingly resilient in the gquoick
thaw. Blosom damage wis not great.  In
ihie following weather reports from all areas,
correspondents make it clear that storm
damagze 5 hikely to prove far less serigus
than lack of pollination, duc (o the absense
ol insect activities.

DISTRICT - TO - DISTRICT SURVEY

‘ THILE it is too early lo give an accu-

rate account of the damage done in
Keni by the recent bad weather, apare from
phins this does not seem (o be serious.
Plum blossom, especially early vaneties, is
dropping badly in some areas, Cherrics on
the other hand do nat seem to have been
affected, except on the Morth-west side,
where there Is much bloom demage in evi-
dence.  Generhilly, open blossom looks very
“ ek " this vear. Pears, which have blos-
somed heavily, are looking rather willed, No
reporig of apparent damage to apples have
been received, and as only s lew oreas bl
bloom open, it seems fkely thoat we moy
have 'escaped trouble here,  'What s con-
cerning growers most i3 pollination.  With
the exception of the humble bee, and a few
insescls, there appears (oo be very litile Tife
amonest the blossom.,

A six-inch fall of snow in the Maidstone
arca (which appears 10 have been henvicst
from Maidstone westward, to around (he
mid-Surrey e, roughly 6 o line approxi-

mately following the MNorth Downs) chased
hovoc among plums and on one farm a
mece of Wyedales, exposed 1o the morth,
suffered tree breskages to the extent of
50 per cent. Early Laxton also suffered bad
breakages in some Kent districts,

Weight of snow bent some blackourrant
fields completely to the ground but by even-
ing most seemed 10 have fecovered,

Eed currants and pooseberrics pppear nod
hit heavily, but in places mspberries were
hadly broken about.

East Norfolk

lj"IIRS'I' surveys in Eost MNorfolk shiow that

both top and soft fruit suffered fairly
ektensively on many [arms.  Some growers
are already saying that the hlackcurmnt crop
will be considerably affected.  The [rost in
Fast Norfolk reached 14 1o 17 degreess and
a hiting wind and wet snow compleied the
domage.  The bad spell is fairly widely
wdmitted to be one of the worst ot this
tmie of vedr for gt least 20 velrs.

Left 0 Saow on plicmes fn foldl Bloom nedar Maldstone;

Righi: Thrae-foor fall Wellingion
XXX biackeurranty fartensd ro the ground on the saeme farmm.

Muny growers who had hoped, o the
basis of promising and well forward frug
indicutions, (o go on 10 0 successful season,
now fnd themselves foced with o difficob
time, and cerlainly with little chance ol
making up for their sethacks last  year
fhrough impares,

Mr, T. ). Penrith, Horticultural Seécre-
tary o the N.FLL, siated this week-ond :
“ A lairly comprehensive report [rom: the
Eost Morfolk. area shows that, m the
misment dnyhow, there §5 4 genoral fecling
thot damage has been pretty  widesproad
We hope there may be some [avourable. re
vision of this viewpoint in a week or fion-
night when growers have had g chance (o
see whether the immature fruitfets and buids
fall il

One E, Norfolk fruit farmer zaid he Tounmd
a larpe nomber of Braomley, Benuty of Bath
nnd pedr biossoms biackened right to the
pistals, even in buds which had been fairds
tightly closed.  Pollination, be-snd, had be-
vome almosl impossible In mony coses,

On the brighter side of the Enst Noslolk
picture i the fact thai some particolary
well sheltered farms pot off much more
hightly, Tn zoft fruif theére @ always e
charce, (oo, that blossoms well into the
comire of the bush have escaped fairly well
despite damage to those exposed on the
ouside. A number of strawberry beds in
various parts. of Morfolk are showing black
EVER,

Wisbech

DROSTS are having their affect on fruit
prospects, amd that registered on
April 26, varving from 10 o 14 degrees of
frost around the district, is the worst up o
date.  Readings of 26 degrees F. on the
mornings of April 13 and 16 were considered,
responsible for the foss of & pumber o
Bramley blossoms, alibough pedars and plomes

seemed to stund these freezes guite well

On the marnmg of the 25th, 28 degress F
was @A common  resdimz, bui this wes
definitely o wind frost from the north.
wherens the [rost seen the Tollowing marn-
ing was by mdmtion with hardly any ar
movement af all. Tf is most unususl to find
4 degress of frost as seen on the Tuesday
evening af B o'clock ; and this gave o hin
of something severe (o come.

While there iz peneral reserve here 85 1o
how prospecis are affected, it is obvious
that 8 considerable proportion of most {ruit
bilossoms, both open and closed, are killed,
The fow strawberry blossoms open in shel
tered spots on early varieties are blackened,
mnd gooseberries and currants are expected
ior thin o pood deal, With three more eritical
weeks o go throogh, growers feel that i
will be some time before it con be seen
how blossoms have survived. Bur it soifices
that. for April weather, bad as i can be for
orchard and soft fruit growers, we have had
something rother exceplionally severe,

West Norfolk

", TEEK-ENI} pnles weore followed by

smow amd  blicoards,  Temperatures
dropped ta T to 10 degress of frost. Cherries
were most severely affected ; blossom is en-
tirgly black, and the prospecis for the crop
decidedly bad.  Presenl  estimates -are
virtundly. nil.

Plums are undoubiedly damaged, but the
extent cannot be assessed for about another
week, Pears hove suffered, but damage 1=
probably nol so ssrious,

Bluck vurrants are severely domaged, and
the crop will almost certainly be very light
Gooseberries are olso fuirly badly domaged,
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and this crop will he considerably  lighter
(han amticipoied.

Strawberries, however, apparcntly ecscaped,
ae the blossom is not sufficiently formed
Plants seem healthy but the buds mity have
been affected.

Among applés Bramleys appeared 10 have
suffered damage, with deszerts less definitely
Affecred,

Esgsex

Elx msighiticent little words with o iy

meaning ! ** There ore warnings of [rast
tomighi ™ mean anxiois moments ap ihis
time of the year; but o dote the damage has
been negligible snd only in one case have |
heard of bales of straw and old  promings
being tgnired 1o slave off o threat, but |here
drc i number of farms where all prepar-
tions have been moade, Near Witham we
have seven thermometers placed roomd the
orchiord, esch with o needle which records
the minimum temperature reached and the
time; ihe worst ecadings recorded were an
the might of April 25 when ar 10 pom. it
wenl down' to 32 deg. and #t 6 4m. on
April 27 it recorded 34 deg, Admitredly
We are onoa hill, but ot does show thas
Essex has so fur ovoided (e bad weather
ancd  snows of Kenl imd  othor southern
conbies. ;

Annoying, but not 8o serious, 5 (he per-
petoe] wind which has lemporarily pot o
Stop 0. spraying. Tv is hordly the Force
o uproot tregs, bot it has camsed mi s
damage in o smoll way,  Pink Bud spray
witd due about April 24 but there hasn't
been n chanee of applying it dus ta the
wind, What of the bud prospecis!’ P
haps o bit early vot to say very much bur
it dies appear that Cox are budding up
much. better (hon originally thought—Wor-
Ceslers are, s usual, very slow bui thers
seems i f@ir amount of bad,  Pear blcssam

wih oo,
Wiltshire

ON April 26 the county was covered witl
=now 1o a dopth of 4 to & inches with
the surface firmly frozen.

Apples Bave besn very slow i resching
the “Piok Bud* stage, the only wariely
having open flowers being James Grieve
Cox, although in pink bud, i very Ligh
and Bramleys are ool ver ar full pink Bl
stage, Little, if any, damoge has been
cused.  Pears, alihough in full bloom, scem
to have withstood the frost, (g only evi-
dence of damage being slight brawning of

(hie pstaaly,

Plums,  however. have suffered iy
Those which had sl are now dropping in
profusion,

Blickeurrants were fatiencd out with the
weight  of snow, many brenkoges  having
tiken plice, particularhy on the current year's
prowth, ‘The blossoms, however, appcar fo
he unharmed, Gooseberrics in maost places
“wem 10 be badly damoged with Little pros-
poct of recovery. Even the leaves arp show-
ing the effect.

Hampshire
{J,N the maornlng of April 26 only 4 deg
Fahr. of froml wis registered, At 630
am, this temperatre wog 30 deg. Fahr, The
Basingstoke and Alion disiricie Ware miore
severely affected. T ventore the opinian tha
the effect of this eold Spell & less seriooy
than wis primarily thoughe
Black and red currant shoots were flnt-
lenied to the ground by snow, but hove it
returned (o normal, with the blossam un-
harmed.  Gooscherries, now past the blas-

Lefe: Pollination was noi impraved by smoweclod arcliaed Beedives.

fight: Wyedale

Pl q foral loss, the trees wplitting wnder e Wiy witghi o s

ham Stage, are unaffected.  Malling Promise
Taspherty canes were benl, but have escaped
injury, Morfolk Gizmt s late and not hort
Strawberry Rowers are nol seriousky injured,
and 8 number of blossoms coversd with
sow are oow perfect, Pears and plums have
had dight injury. and apple blossom  wos
forn by the gales to & small depres,

Channel Isles

DESFITE high  winds, hail. and up o

4'deg. of frost, effects of the recent spell
of bad weather have not been unduly serious
on the Channel Islands.

Some patches of early potstoes on Jersey
ave suffered o ser-back  of ahoui  twao
weeks, where (he sced had been sel out in
too tender o comdition and had not hard-
encd off due 10 the previous mild weather,

Flower growers on Guernsey report no
il effects of any moment; mlips and iris
seem 10 have escaped (the storm. Hathoome
tomalo prowers, bowever, have had to dig
deeper into their coal-heaps than they carg,

Cumb. And Westmorland

THI—' fecent spell of frost and snow hsd

varving effects in fhese wounties, The
lower lands had less snow bt maore [rost
thin those higher up, and the dpmnge =
not mearly as severe ps wis expected ap the
time. This may by largely due to the timely
warning given over-the rodio, which enabled
wasshonse growers o prepare,

On the whole, blackeurmants nppeaEr o
have survived but  some Brawers  repor
damige.  Any potatoes which might lrave
been thravsh will have Seen tut down bui
the Frost does not appedr to have pene-
trated fromes., The weather continues cold
and showery, making onside wark diffica|)

Tamar Valley
l}Lﬂ.‘SSDM hes come under 4 severs test
during the last few tuys, Mights have
been cold with groung [Emperninres  jus
below freering. On Lhe nlght of April 25,
sow Toll in many parts 10 a depth of about

lall an inch, and on April 26 the wind was
blowing with gale farpe ] day long.

Al present, growers sare unwilling to com-
mit themselves ag 1o the diimage done, The
gile was very stromg; but they do feel that
more daomsge mighi be caused by the ab-
sence of pollinating insscts yather than the
sotul force of wind fself. The cold wendther
has checked the flow of sap, bul the frost
wis oo light to do sefious damige, Cherrles
ure just past their peak period of flawering,
and while Huxley Giant strawberries are
showing white  with'  bloom, Madame
Lefebvre has hardly come into full bloom yei,

East Sussex

HE iecent exceptionnl spell of winter

© weither Is believed to have appeared
worse than it wus,  There wis widespread
frost on April 2%, although penerally Jess
thin 5 degs., followed by a thaw and ST
slerms. By morning the country was white,
bt the worst of the weather passed farther
noril.  Top fruit growers in the law-lyine
areas are optimistic, and lack of pollination
may prove the chisl warry,

From ihe Mewick ures reports nre again
encouriging,  Only the earlicst strowberries
ire in: flower angd litle dambge has heen
dong,  Gooseberres and curreniy are only
slightly damaged,

Vale Of Evesham

INI}]CA’I'I{]NS are that (he comulative
effect of the chilly, blustering wingds,
two shorp night Trosts and freak  snosw.
storms, plus a litle hail, may result in very
few plums this vear, Unfavourable weinther
hod. alrendy  delaved hinssoming  and the
eiirly plums, particularly Prolifies. look like
heing o very meagre Crop in‘many arehords,
Where the slightest iouch will cruse tho
freshly. forming froit 1o fall to the arouml,
Ihere are wvarying repacty. pbout vellow
Egg plms and it 5 (oo early to meses
wenther damige 1o Victoriss, So far opple
ind pear Blossom shows kttle sign of damage,
Low-lying plantations hnd o degroe o
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the wighy peior fo the Blizzard

iwa. more air [rost than those oo highes
ground ¢ 4here was a maximum of hree
degrees ol aw (ros) and @ minimum of ong
depres durmg the two worst nights. On the
prass nme degrees of frost wasz registered
in o number of places.

Half-melied snow froze solid on orchard
trees, fruil boshes and  vegetohle crops,
Serawherry beds were  enérosted with e
and  leading  hiossoms were  blackened.
Rlackcurrants seem to have been badly Rt
ir some places; asparagus heads were ciuphi
and early pens and heans were knocked
abot

Herefordshire

a0 far the sovere weather hoe done re-
b mmrkable lidle damazge to Herefordshire
fruit plemtotions.  Gales locally have ot
heer #% serlous nd those experienced in other
ports of the country und growers have laken
pdequate precautions ngainst [TosL,

The plum and peir blossom is over, und
apples are. nal very far advanced, but
growers, reabismg that the trees are Very
susceptible to damige Just mow, are con-
sinntly on the alert,

The unusual sight of snow on the froif
hlossom greefed growers On (wo  mMoMmings
in the early purt of (he week, bot sunshine
guickly dispersed the snow ond growers Siy
ihmi as far as they can jell vo damage has
heen done.

Scotland

DRUIT zrowers In the Clydesdale Valley
fear thot the phems and  gooseberry

grops hive bégn seriously blighted by the
sharp frost in Scotlond ot the heainning o

ihe week., While the frost-did pot show
mch on roofs or land, there was joe on
any owater lelt oulside in  orchards and

garidens.

Fhe crops of plums and goostherric: were
offected over a wide area, and reports stalg
that severe damaoge has been done to the
plums.  This is the fourth successive yeir
the crop in this ares hos sulfered in varous
degreen from frost. When such experiences
have occurred in the past they have esoally
heert lnter In the season—iboul the third
week in May s the time which growers
generally lear.

The apple and strawberry crops in the
aren pre not yet in bloom and may still froit
well, Rlack and red currants, however, are
more doubiful, a5 these were in bod though
mainky not in full Blossom,

Gloucestershire

]1‘ VERY grower in this district can be said

4 1o have his Aneers erossed sd s won-
dering jEs whot the prospects are for his
crops this year, Thie month of Aprl eaded
witly hudl, smow wnd Frosi and even now there
s mo apparemt cnd 1o the very high winds
which sccompanied them,

There i qnite 1 heavy show ol blsckoar-
rant blossam and as yei no apparent damiage
but it iz =6ll too early fo [orecist what the
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crop will turn ool like, Strawberrics do moi
look ot all happy ;o cold winds have thrsshed
ang brumsed the leaves and growth i oalow,
The fruit irusses are not yeL open but mven
1 fow weeks' wirmer’ weather things could
imiprove greatly,

There does not seem Lo be dny excessive
dominge (o fruit blossom  yel—apples ore
ool fully in Bloom,

The early potatoes which have made an
appearange have o far anly caughy the Fros
slightly, althoigh the voung shoots look
chilled and miserahle The early markel
parden crops are backwoard this year and abl
needd some really warm doys to get them
srowing satisfactonly.  Early peag  raised
nnder cloches  hive stood wp to the cold
winds betler thun could be expected bul are
now  standing waiting for-a change for the
better, ' We have not had the hand frosts
oxperienced jn some counties  nnd comse-
auently. perhaps it i cusicr for us to leok
o the bright side and wait tll we know the
posiion with mone certainty.

Devon

I ta siill too early o decide whether frun
crops have boen seroously dampged in
Deyvon, bl every crop is backwornd by come-
parison with u pormal year, and in the cise
of upples this hus besn o useful source of
protection against the recent cold giles: and
wenther, which ineluded two lnches of snow
in East [von,

Plum prowers will not cominit themselves
yet, bui early strowberries like  Dawlish
Wonder, Axbridge Early and Perle de
Prague all show o high percentage of
* hlack-gve.” Later varieties like Soversign
and Huxley, from which (he muin crops are
picked, are not yet m bloom (0 any great
eEXLEm

Currants 50 for appear o be safe, b
pocseberties are showing a 25 per cenl. drop.
Earlier pollination, however, wias partiou-
larly good, which may offset this loss 1o
spmie eXtent

GERMAN MULTI-PURPOSE MACHINES DEMONSTRATED

IMTEW  German  multi-purposs  muchinegs
«¥ manufocturad by Messrs. Reining  of
Dusseldorl  have been  demonstroted ot
Monktonhall, Muszelburgh, Desipned for the
standardisation of methods in (he growing
of polaioes, turnips, cabbages and  other
root crops, the ten units shown have been
pecepted by experts, including Mr. David
Lowe, Mr. R. L. Scirle and the Sub-
Commitiee of the Scoltish Council {Develop-
mient and Industryd Agriculiurol Machinery
Commiftee, as  mweting  the purposes [or
which they were offered.

Although potatoes are mainly concerned,
(i egquipment is designod: for malti-purpose
Ligis 11 4 wvarely ol arops, mnd covers |'r|:l.li|:-
imir, cowvering, chliivating wsod ridging. of
potatoes ond sowing and coltivation  of

purpips.  The saving of tme o adjosiment
and changing atmchments 8 considerable,
the implement being constricted so (hal these
operations can be - carried out in o4 fow
minutes wnd without 1ools.

Plans mre now being prepared for @
demonstration in the Clvde WValley area of
these implements, which mipressed the [nrge
gathering of experis and  were  generally
reparded as fulltlling the claims advaneed [on
them, There {8 possibility that théy may be
produced in Scotland,

Fhis demonstration coimpleics about one
vear's work of the Agriculiural Implement
Sub-Commitiee  of the Council and s
evidence of the anxiety of the Council 1o

Horticultural Debate In Commons

FPUE {ollowing motion has been tabled by

Mr, Gernld Wills, Conserviitive Mem-
per of Parliament for  Bridgwater, for
thacession in the Howse on Friday, Moy 35,
The moelion has the full support of Lhe
Horticuliure Committes ol (he Conservitive
Party,

“The Hortcolwril Tndustry—To  Tall
aitehtion 1o ke prospects of the horficel
piital indosory, smd o move that this House
cills attention 1o the necessity o improye
e prospects of the horticuliueal indosiy

expand  setiviy  an this field  throughout
Scotlamnd,
in order to maiptain and mcrease the

warkely of fresh hisme-grown food [or the
peophe ; considers that the imporation of
foreign  horticubiutsl  prodocts,  including
frwit _pulp, should be more strictly con-
jrolied during perods when adeguide home-
grown sipplics are nvailable, and that every
encouragement shopld be miven o the in-
dusiry o develop markeiing arrongemeits
by ensuring that adequate supplive of tin:
plate  pre available for conming, and by
making the follest wse of modern stommge”
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WILL SYSTEMIC FUNGICIDES BE NEXT ?

Scientists Believe Growth-Promotion Substances May Have Use In Building

’l"HE maugurntion of & Crop Prowceiion

Panel under the degis of the Socety
al Chemical Industry must be of  inferest
o all prowers, and | oblended the regent
inaugurad meeting at the Royal Institunon,
utder the chairmanship of Mr, L. H,
Lompitt, D.Sc, FRIC, M.LChem.E.,
with cager wnticipation.

B, Hubert Mariin of Long Ashion Re-
search Station presontod o miosr interesong
paper on “Advances in chemical methods ol
crop profecion.”  Thos was highly fechni-
cal, and wheress Tour-filths of it was ws-
doubiedly of great interest o chemists
working oo the problems of chemical crop
proteclion. most of his  remarks were ol
concern 1o the grower  only an ther ulie-
mule  upplication, Indeed, as v, Martin
paimted oui in the beginning, the subject
cowers the emtire feld of chemistry o such
am o extent that it s s full time job o keep
up o date with the progress of rescarch.
In fag¢t his paper dealt largely with miitiers
which concermed his own  work at Long
Ashion,

Advinees i the fvpe of mechinisim [or
the application of sprays were first dealt
with., ond were iBustrited on the screen. 11
was mieniioned that modern power spriying
b hand guve a uniform control of apphi-
cation which could be considered  spislic-
tory imoevery roipeci except thar labour costs
wore congiderahls,

The development of  aotomotic. applica-
thm often meant thot the reguirements (oo
wiler were (oo greai, and the recent trend
o develop application by air stream  pre-
sented problems among which was the ne-
cossity of rescarch inio the optimum dize of
particles. I the particles were oo small
they falled 1o impact, ond difficulites had
been ecncountered on the odher hand because
the accumoluting deposit on the surface of
i plapt might be too great.  In ordinary
lyuid sproying any exeess ligquid runs off
the drepted surfaces;, but with  air-siream
apphication  the cxcess temains on  the
spraved plant.

It was inferesting (o hear that  non-
phytotoxic fungicides were now  availnhle,
and  compounds were being sought which
conld be pecidentally apnlied in excess with-
oul dinger to the growing crop,

Within The Tissues

Liter Dr. Martin referred to phosphorus
and fouwrne compounds  which  could  be

sl sysemically  snd  were  trnslocnted
within plant tissoes  withont harm o the
plant. The information dealt woith wates
soluble  and  colourless solutiens which

mighi be applicd fo leal surfaces where they
were nbsorbed dnie the Tissues, or wacred
oy the sail ge be token up by the roots and
iramsloeatel  throughoot the plant tissues
Expermentys on caoubflowers in pots showed
that an extrsordinarily weak solation was
i Lo [ezdimge calerpillars, ond killed them
hefore much damage was done (o the leaves
Fhe caterpiilors hod only o nibble the ssue
10 receive A (oxic dose,

B, Muartin went on (o discuss variant
i the chemcial lormubie of compounds
which had straneely differcnt resulis, and
which mmght o time lead o selectivity, One
vorrbant wonld kil coterpellars, while another
wothl not, and a toxic deose could be de-

Up Spore Resistance Of Plants

By A Special Correspondent

woloped which would kill o pest b fesve
ladybirds predators unharmed,

Most of these compounds  were highly
jexic o mmmals, and perhaps human beings,
at search was coniinuing for a less poson-
ous molegular construction which could be
used with safely,  Recent advances gave
hope ol uldimute swceess, and whies  were
presentod which Bsted the present formulae,
mngd showed o progressive trend. Some ol
the most cllecuve insecticidal  compounds
which could be used sysiemically, wers
precheded from use becausé of the extremely
nigh mammulinn foxicidy.

Among the compounds of hopelul appli-
cition wos o ome, which, in an  extremely
iilute dose, coulil render @ plant loxic to
aphides for 34 days, even though o plant
inght prow considémbly Farger during this
period with o corresponding further dilunon
(roeghone (s extended. tmues,

At this poiat  the Tecturer  mentioned
Paruthion and its varants, and spoke of
work on st reatments of crade Parathion
Lo sepiioie 665 momers, with the objedt ol
molating those which might be non -toxic o
mammals, Undoubledly science is on the
tonog  powords  producing  moleculsr  com-
pounds, which oan be sbsorbed by plonts
und have w selective and toxic cflect on
inseet pesits without hazard to human health,
Ihe impression  was given,  howewver, that
Parathion compounds in present use  were
still dangerous,

Gradually Exposed

The next question was of greab inlerest,
angd denlt with advances in research towards
the wse of syuiemic fumgicides, A fungus
may produce o tosan within 4 plant wiach
gives symnloms well Bevond the point of in-
fection, s is instanced by the silver leal dis-
eise of plums. The nature of these toxins
i being pradually exposed, and it i possible
that wioys dind means may become apparent
whereby those loxing mmy be nedtrilised by
therapeulic (reatment, Plants themselves
pridfuce anti-toxing o this effect. and cer-
fain of these substunces are known 1o be
fangicidal,

Search iz being mnd= smong some ol the
growth promoling subplances, (or instance,
shich are transporable within @ plant's fs-
sues and cun therelore Have systemic appli-
cation. Leaves  have been dmmerscd
solitions of some of the compounds osed
iy America for secd pretection, with inde-
cations of inerensed resitance o germinating
SPOTES.

Frncommuing  resulis have, thevefore, been
obiaimed mo this field, with the oabject of
iendering  plants immuone. A resislance
might be imparted which would inhibit the
gormingfion of fungal spores, or be toaic
to invoding hyphoe, It 1% necessary lor o
systemic [uogicide (o be soluble, stable, aml
harmiless 1o animal fife.

Advances hove alsa been made i formius
lating  spravs o replace  those  contamng
sulphur, of which certain well-known fruits
lve hitherto been imtolerant,

. Martin came (o the end of his paper
with @ very necdliul warning against the use
of new compounds belore Tl field tests had
been curried out,  The introduction ol a
vew chemical componnd may  alicr agricul-
turn] techmigques profoundly, and there bre

muny  mologcal guestons which most  be
congidered.

Dr. Holmes: proposed a vote ol thanks,
ond remuarked that a [ruit-grower fricnd of
iz had said that he longed o pel back Lo
the day when 4 bocket of Paris green, or
of lime wash, sufficed for all the ills which
beset & [ruit-growes. He applaeded  the
papel, pul disagreed on a minar point con-
corming  the acton of Parsthion  varian
which he =aid was an excellent control foi
red spider.

Dir, Wade seconded the proposal, and D,
Muariin made a shore reply in which he said
that De hod no doubt that the eompound
psed oy D, Holmes was ellective pgains
red’ spader, but what warried him was tha
it might be toxic to himselll The meering
closed with an appreciation by Mr. Laompinl
ol the mms and value of the new Croo Pro
tection Pangl, and oo appeal to membsers
af the Society fo join,

The pomt raised jokingly by Dr. Holmes,
which hinted at the ever increasing and con-
fusing array of chemical compounds osed
i crop protection, s one that shoukl not
be mken lightly. Tt is o matter. which might
well be constdered by the new panel with
dowiew [0 construclive  action among the
Chemical Industry’s own society of mem-
bers. When o new insecticide or fungicide
is placed on wile, surdly some agreement can
be reached among the manufacturess who
make it 1o avoid adding (o the ever growing
eanfusion with o galaxy of new proprictary
MATES,

Crop profeciion is nothing new,  Pathol-
gists, mycologisis, enlomologiits and bio-
logists have all been working on- the sohject
in their gwn spheres, and in lizison with cach
other, Baut they are not chemists, and the
word chemistry in the past has wsually been
coupled with the seil. The new service will
succeed, only if it Tinks up a team with the
aforesaid older sciences, reallsing 1o the Tull
thal o systemic indecticide or fungicikde
applied to the soil may hove a deletedions
eifect on mychorrhizal relationships; on the
micro-faung and micro-loru of the soil ; and
disturb the balance of nature wherchy crops
miy be kept free from attick by orgonisms
ather than those lor which o specific remedy
is attempied.

Against Each Other

In the fitld of aonbiotics, Emae Grosshard
of the Imperinl College of Science and Tech-
notopy hos shown that soil organisms and
fungi prodoce inhibiting substances which
they use against each other in their struesle
For existence, whereby maiure is held in bal-
ance. The marvellous use of antibiotics in
medicing is sill n it infuncy, though the
vilue  ond use of penwcilling  sireptomycin,
and chloromyectin are now well known

Wherens resewrch has hitherta been con-
cerned in testing the anfibioiic  substances
to  obtsin corstves for homan  ailments,
pathologists are now Luining. o the possi-
bility of curing plamt diseascs. In this ficld
substances may ultimately be sconomically
synihesised (o produce systemic control of
bacterial and fungicidal diseases, and it is one
where chemmsts and pathologisis must be in
close linison. Whereas pathologists may be
pukinly concerned with  biological 'controls,
the chemist mav provide short cuts,
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FURTHER ,SE»L/S' LETTERS

HOW A WATER TOWER WAS BUILT

Spraying Problems — Filling The Tank — Nozzle
Bees And Pollination — Predieting Frost

Grafting Wax Recipes —
Adjustments —

EAR RALPH —I was uekled 1o death
with your amusing letter, and pive you
full marks for coming out of hibernation
before me; bul believe me, although 1 have
apparently been asleep all this time, T have
eeally been groppling with prunming and the
many winter jobs which are far too
nummerons o menticn,  You know the sort
of thing—coping with mud, machinery,
underground main repuirs, ete. et
I expect you wre pressing on with groafi-
mg; maybe vou are overworking some
young trees us we are, and | would like to
mention & couple of gralling wax recipes
I have come by recemily and worked with
groat suceess.  In common  with  severnl
other growers, we find thal some propeletary
grofting waxes become very britile after o
time on the tree. which ollows air o get
in and the grafis 10 soffer sccordingly,

Low Fires Safe

| know growets are sometimes put off
making their own grafting wax throogh the
notion that the process is iricky and that
pcgidents of burning can oocur to the
workers. 1 entirely agree with this, but I
think at i wsually due o the fact that the
ingredients are pul into a container over
too fieree a fire. In each coase recently |
mads (his wax oyver o primus stove from
dedd cold, and only in the instance of the
Russtan tallow recipe did the pail boil over.
This was entirely my own fault, due 10 add-
ing in the Burgundy pitch in (oo large o
quantity. | found afterwards that my sup-
plicrs sent the wrong pitch, which should
have been black pitch; when we came to
make o fresh mix no trouble ensued. The
two recipes 1 am using are g5 follows:

Recipe 1
Russian Tallow,

Bees Wax.
Resin.
Yenctian Red.

Recipe 2
Resin,

Venelion Red,
fi th. Russian Tollow
2 1h. Black Pitch.

In the case of the lsst it is very important
tor mix the ingredients in the Tollowing order
otherwise the content may ignile ropidly.
First boil down the Ruossian allow, then
add the resin, then the black pitch dond it
it this ingredient which con Gaose wndue
activity) and finally the red ochre. Keep
the ingredients just on the boil while mixing.
I have found ithot if one has a smaller con-
iner—aboll o pinl stre tin with 4 wire
hondle and wsing @ cheap paint brush—the
wax in this contiiner can be kept o good
deal eocler than the mam grafting wax pail
over the brorier, ond that the  bristles
of the brush do not become burnt,  As a
result of wvsing a brosh very linle wiaste
ensues—] mention this os it s onc of those
small practical points which make such o lot
of difference in the field,

I do not know il woter supply for spray-

4 |h.
B Ib.
16 Th.
4 o,

16 1b,
£ 1k,

ing is beéginnming o loom up—it did with
me in the very carly days—and while 1 ngree
you can use an ordinary #-gal. wash drum
with the tap removed, mounting this on a
stedge with o hend headland pump, this
i really very crude and the whole thing
lonks o bodge; Murthermore you will be
surprised what a lot of wash you will lose
by slopping, Far the better way is (o devise
a tank us in Fig, 10, This is also made Trom
& &0-gal. wash barrel but, as you will see,
this hos been modified by welding a neck
on the side ol the drom, over which a close
fitting cover with lip can be attached,

I also fele it worth while to scrounge from
the nearest car breakers yard the base of
an old hesdlimp which was semi-sphericnl
in shape. This allowed the pomp suclion
pipe 10 be al the lowest livel, so that the
last drop of wosh could be extracted. It
alsg sepved as o sediment sump which helped
quite 2 Jot in avoiding blockages in the
spray lances, The whole tank was mounted
on o small trestle cradle and we osed this
for two to three years before we found that
the 35 pgallons, which wuas the woseful
ceonomic amount to Kl this with, proved
inddeyguate,

Our next move, on buying a pull-through
sprayer, was Lo erect a water lower with
a reafly generous-sired outlet (din, dinmeter)
making use of the height of the tower to gei
a hydraulic pressure (this i approximately
Hb. per (oot rise). This proved so satis-
factory that several growers, and three smatl
nurserymen, have borrowed  the  original
drawings to crect their own waler fowers.
We are stll using ours and can 6l 4 250-
zal. tonk in under three minotes, which s
quite fast enough to allow workers, in the
meantime, 1o messure opt and mix op the
many ingredients.

A Modification

I ggree, of course, that since 1938, when
this tower was erecied, some spray manie-
facturers hove flted an mjector where water
can be sucked up fromt a tank ot ground
level, but T will refer 1o this modification
later on. While you can appronch some
firms- and get a propoelory palvanised iron
wiater tower, which iz all very nice, the cost
is guite prohibitive in one's early struggles
in (ruit growing; the cost of our tower was
under £16; materials only, the height bring
20t

From Fig. 12 and 13 you will see that
this tower has been built on the trestle
bridge lings of (he Conadian Pacific Rail-
wiy, and the whole of the siruciure is com-
pletely buill from 4in, x 2in, timber. which
was then guite easy (o come by, Yoo will
see that the strots are virloally of similar
seantlings, of a solid 6m, x 4in.  Unfor-
tunately | canmot pive you the notes about
the actunl point loads of the iwo bays, but
I can assore vou that this tower will support
# 300-gal. tank.

In the early days we certainly coold not
lford anything so expensive as 4 tank of

that size, and for the first three or fow
years we osed two 40-gal. oil dromé which
we oblained Ffrom o denler for 5s, easch:
when finanges were a litfle easier we were
able fo unlise the exisfing conrections for a
500-gel. fank.

I would stress the sdvisability of ensuring
that oll the tmber to be used in the job
is heavily tarred under pressure—we were
lucky 1o get our local merchans 1o pres-
surise -all the timber in their plant: this
added very little exira cost to the job and
one had the satisfaction of knowing that
all comcealed joints were adeguately pro-
tecied from the ravages of weather. Most
big timber imporlers and merchints . will
underinke this work,

The method of constroction was  really
very easy, and in fact | had to employ no
lobour whatsoever cxcepl af the time of
erecting the tower, [ did the whole of the
work mysell with the help of my son, who
was no more than eight vesrs old-—uand
believe me he was of the greatest value in
drilling holes prior to inserting the bolts
and washers! | mention washers particu-
larly, as this adjunét Is o the grestest im-
portince ofherwise the head boll, whes
driwn up, will ¢rush the timbers to their
detriment.

Four-Man Joh

As you will see from the désign, the tower
% made viroually in two side bays and the
cross members which brace these are put
on by coach pcrews ss o last operation.
When erccting the two bays you will require
additional help; 1 think we had four men
with a ladder and a plumb line 1o asaist—
this was not difficull. Having roughly
erected the two bays, o batien on either end
wias loogely nailed, with the bays in thei
approximate  final  position ; this ennbled
the Irdder Lo be plnoed sgainst the structure,
and the whale * faired up ** with the plumhb
lime,

Once this was achieved. by wrigeling
i casy stages first onc bay then the other,
the more substantial cross batten was hastily
nailed on, after which one could 1ake one’s
own time in applying the permiinent cross
hraces and coach screws.

I would stress one slip up we  made—
again | suppose finance was the difficuliy
We failed to ploce the lower on & concrete
foundation, and during one of the equinoc-
tinl gales we had the mortification of seeing
the whole strocture blown down.  (Black
mark. Bentleyd In o way this was maozt
gratifying as no damage whatspever resulted
o the structure, although matucally the two
oil drums. were destroved, [ think it was
at thot stoge that we fell, on erecting the
job properly, o higeer tank shodld be placed
on top,

To avoid o lot of carpentry vou will see
Ilhe very lazy way in which 1 got over the
riske af the top timbers as, of conrse, ji
wias necessary for the final platform to be
hedded on the level ends of the two bays.
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The angle of roke was taken from the draw-
ings and st out ot the stapge of drilling
the bolt holes through the din, x Zin, tim-
hers. 1 show enlarged sketches of this, ses
Figs. 14 and 15, which nre If explianaory.

How you are io Al this tank of colrse
i your own problem. We had an existmg well
and wiilised a small two-stroke 1] hp. ob
with & dauble neting plunger pump.  Later
we monaged o get on the main, snd in
conjunction with the usual control of ball
cock, further worrics of pumping were over-
come.  The latter methed, of course, is
ideal as vou will be surprised the number
of mon-hours in o year which are wasted
messing aboul with  refractory engines in
rouble on cold mornings,  There Agnin O
cannat dio the impossible in the eirly days,
and ong hos to cuf one’s gaTmEnE according
tn one's cloth,

I hinted earfier on that if your sprayer
was fitted with injeotor yon could devise
your water supply from # tank on the sur-
fnce, and now thil we are (rying putomatic
spray bars to our pull-through we find that
the feed intake of S00-gals, an hour s just
oo little. The recent ascquisition of an-
ather 500-gal, tank coupled up 1o the same
fepd supply, and another ball cock, now
crables 08 to spray without delay. Yoo

the rising main as we did, for drinking
purposss or wishing down machinery.

Talking about mutomatic spraying; while
[ sdmit we have not n great deal of dats
vel to work om, one thing is guite obvious
—that n grear deal of labour-sovimg  has
alrendy been achieved.

1 would point out that the spray bars as
recently supplied by the manufacturers, sse
Fig. 16, were guite inadequate when they
were in the form of an® A" On investigation
we found other growers had modified the
spruy bar as in Fig. 17 sa that, i fact,
ane wad only spraving one side of the trec,
hut with o greaer number of nozzes, This
has proved Falely satisfactory. T would not
spppest for onc moment that you in do
your winter washing as cfiiciently as you
will by Iances, and we have no intention of
using the nutematic for winter wash applica-
tion.

At present we are using cight ™o, 6
nozzles with No, 7 Swirl Plate and & pres-
siire of 400 U, and, with the troctor in third
gear (case), we are putiing out something
in the order of 280 to 300-gul. per acre
Thiz i not guite sufficient—1 would like to
e an output of 350-gal, to the acre—and
with our next spraying wash we intend in-
creasing the pressure hy the Tegulitor.

recommendations about oblaining bees for
the coming pollination. T you have mot
had the opporiunity of getring esinblished
hives wou can, for an outlny of about haif
a guinea, hire hives for the period, on the
understanding (hat no spraying with sreeni-
col wiashes i carried oot during the blossom
perfod. This, 05 you know, a gaod  grower
simply docsn’'l do!

May I ajso remind you (in cese you have
forgotien!) that we are shortly enteding the
frost period, ond on the lines of knowing
your orchard—which was the subject of an
enrlier letter—1 did suggrest thee acquisition of
u * Cunningham " frost predictor.  This
instrument, which® is quite infallible, will
give you an indication by sumset if o frost
it imminent, provided the atmoespheric con-
ditions do not alter.

Here's wishing us both o very prosperous
senson, and do let me know your worrles
il wou have any,

Yours sincerely.
Ta

* ks
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MIDDLESEX COULD HAVE LEARNT ABOUT MARKETING
But Snowstorms Or Seasonal Tasks Kept Many Growers From The Hampton Conference

NU one was auite sure whether 1 wasg the
s prévious night’s  heavy snowstorm,
which was reported to have done some
damage to glass in the area, or simply tha
prowers were too boesily ocoupied on seasonal
cuftivations, but anendance was exceptiomally
poor at the M.AAS -organized Packing amd
Marketing Conlérence ot Flumplon last week.
Nevertheless, after delaying the stwrg in the
hope that late comers would arrive 1o lemd
warmilh to the cold and smpiy hall, it was
finally decided (o begin with an audience
ol sixieen.

Speakers at the morning session were M
1. F. Goaman. Senior Marketing Offcer.
Ministry of Agriculture, who deall genernlly
with the subject of maorketing hortfculiurml
produce, and Mr. . Rex-Hossan, Marketing
Muanuper of Messrs. Brown Bibby & Gre-
gory, who ouwtlined the sdvantages of pre-
packaging. In the afternpon—by which time
the attendonce had increased (o 30—ihe
salezman's viewpoint and then the growers
wiewpoint on flowers wis given by Mr, ©, A,
Maef, of Megsrs, J, & E. Page Lid,, and My
R. Hepworth, BSc., N.DH., from Swanley,
Kent, respectivily.

Mr. Goaman said thol marketing problems
for the Middlesex prower were greatly sime
plificd owing to the fact that the markets
wore more of lesg local snd there was less
need for co-operative marketing to be con-
sidered.  However. national advanages
should not Jead the Middlssex grower to xit
back, There was need for continual wlert-
ness o every advance in production and
marketing methods,

Hg believed that overy grower should
think in terms of defined national sandards
and, after giving the historical background 1o
the formation of the original Nationnl Mark
Scheme, he came to the fellowing con-
clusions: in certain circumsianoess o grading
systemn was mecessary for the conduct of
trade ; a formal prading system for one piir-
pose conld induce its use in other circum-
sanées; 4 sucecssful prading system would
lemd o its adoption hy people in other
arcas: i lack of close definition led w con-
fosion; and o pations] groding systeon wis
4 logleal development from trade experience
of other systems,

Pre-War Scheme

The precwar MNational Mark Scheme had
been only o partinl success. The post-war
approach 1o the standardisation of frois and
wvegetables was on different lines and had the
following aims: (1) to make the grade de-
finitions more simple and to cover the whole
range of murkable qualitics; (2} 1o improve
the eontrol svstem 5 (3) to make the scheme
mora [exible ; (43 1o give all sides of the in-
dostry more voice in every dspeet of the
development and control of the muarketing
scheme,

The use of defined prades was not diffi-
cult mor expensive and would pot add much
to the eost of marketing. The first essentin
step in grading ot little or no cost was o
“erow the prade”  Sthiking advanees hol
been made in recent venrs fin prowing -
form crops which lent themselves to field or
orchard grading.

A whaole plantation of blackeurrangs cou'ld
b graded by a very simple method, the only
cguipment nocessary. being a smnll parallel
bar screcn, cach bar being Fin. from ench
other bar with a tray fitted below, The

pick whoul hadl o pound of curranis as an
initial sample, these currants being carefully
sirigged and ihe number of green, red and
Wack coumted. The propertion could be
calculnted o see if the grade colour require-
ment was complied with, All the siclgged
currants could then be streened and the mum-
hor passing (hrowgh the sieve counted. The
proportion which was of @ minmmum  dia-
meter of fin, could then be caloulated and
i determination made i they met the regquire-
ment of not less than 60 per cent. of a mini-
miam dinmeter of Fin. for the selected grade.

Il the sample did ot réach this sslect
reaurement, the currants might make the
standard grade. The plantation was then
“walked " and the bushes laoked al with

reasonable care, o a few euses, other
samples could be token ond riddled.  The

hushes which ohviously did pot make (he
grade should be marked so that they werde
not packed, This method had been practised
belore the war and had been found very
snccessiul,

Lettuce Crates

Doring the discussion the depth of stan-
bt lettoee crutes come 0 for eviticism,
member of the audience supgesting that these
crates werg not deep enough 1o loke the let-
tuces  comfortably  bot  led o bruising,
Another grower agreed with him and said he
had becn able Lo get 180 extro on lettices
packed in 0 bughel box. Mr., Goamnn’s
opimion was that the present day femfoocy
1o grow a bigger lettuce wirs: not altogether
gooid because the housewife usually preferred
o small, hard-hearted lettuce. Mr, F. T.
Muson., however, thooght that he larges
lettnce had o better sole:

Mr. Rex-Hassan, the next speaker, has re-
cently  returned Trom  the United  States,
where he has studied rends in prepackaging.
He was impressed over there by the fact thin
it puked the zrower o prepackage his crops
under a brand nome which the housewife
eventually got to know and to ask for time
alier gime. His ialk, Hlusirated by -samiples
of prepuckiged produce passed romnd nmong
the oudience, followed the same lines as the
article he wrote for The Fruft-Grower: e
cently (hee issug of March 23

A prower in the aodience, Mr, F. Addoy,
=tigl that he hod dabbled in prepackapmg
and, from the grower's point of view there
wite soverd]l snigs o be wmken into con-
sideration. Tt had often been found thist o
pood sample of any product put up in the
narmal way, made a better price than o Gt
o trimmed somple ol ihe same product. In
Lhis: respect, it wag the reteiler who wanied
cducating, He should be preparced 1o tnke n
lower margin of profit on o prepackaged
article becayse there was no waste (o it
Another disadvantage was thay when grased,
o trimmed ariicle ook up less room and it
Wil TECESSUTY o pul more in the box (o fill
it

O the question of hest-sealing (rans-
parent film Bags, he lhought the grower
should first make trials under all sorts of
atmasplieric conditions as there wos o len-
dency for these bags 1o come undone,

Mr. Goamon thought thar the chodee of
the vight sore of film was important,  The
[n8.LR. wo< working on this problem and
he advised growers contemplating prepack-
aeime Lo lirst =el in tooeh with the THetan

the bulk of coonlifowers leaving Tinly for
Scandinavian couniries were wrapped, so it
appeared  thap  forcign  compelitors. Were
alrendy finding this advaniageous.

My, Rex-Hassan rose toosay thay o Seneor
official ot the Ministry of Apgricolinpre hod
deseribied the grower os the tidiest-minded
individunl in any industry Bue the sue into
which his produce. got piter it left him was
appalling.  Becavse of this, Mr. Hassin
thought that the Government showld ke
somie concessions o the progressive grower
who was willing (o give the public better amd
cleaner produce.

Mr. Muel called For o better undersianding
between all sections of the fower tmde. o
very umstendy trade which depended, among *
other things. on wind, weather and 1ffe whims
of ludies. In this, unlike many other-indus-
trics, It wus the prodocer who wis ol
primary imporiance becwise from him came
the continuous {low of produce all oiher
sections depended upon,  The producer was
the mon who pui all his espital, and re-m-
vested his profits, i his lund.

The salesman was  the Tellow who  was
pever right. Al the morping he sold o0
dearly and, later on the grower (old him
he had et his produce go 1o buyers fur too
cheaply.

Linison berween the grower and salesman
was important and personal contoet beiween
them beneficinl, The salesman shoulld see
his poods were on sale s early a5 possible
in the morning ot reasondble  prices.
Another duty was to see that the flowors
were offered 10 the distributors an the day
of arrival.  Any stock left over muost be ke
nside and sold as - left-overs,

The Morist should get to murket ss carly
ns possible 20 thai he could obtoin fhose
extra lines which were soon snapped up, The
flortst often thowght that prices: charged him
were above retgon but he had o remem-
ber thai there were three distingt eategories
of fowers=—those with an international
valoe, those with an intermal value, and those
with a local walue only. In the case of the
first, all of Europe. amd in the case of the
vagond, the whole of England, wae operating
thie price,

The grower, for his port, should poy atiei.
tion (o grading and  packing becnuse  the
huyer was shrewd angd the pood orower soon
obtamed fis confidence.

Keeping Quality

The keeping quality of fowers was of
paramount  importance and afl  concerned
should dispose of them as gquickly as pos-
sible so that the costomer got o frosh article.
Growers should cut blooms before  thes
reached their prime condition,

The flower teade hog not yer resched
saturntion point. Money was pow  spreadl
ovir Lhe country more cvenly tham evetr be-
ferre ool if ol plaved their part in providing
the public with the rght article. trade would
expand. The period when flowers could be
sl ot ohove reasonoble prices, had now
changed, production  was  increasing  end
sooner or bter, Mowers would have o be
sold ot below economic cost, It wis fime
to Jace [octs, The only hope of sirvival
fav in sn all-out effort (o serve the public
well,

The grower could help by secing thar his
produce  was  properly  bunched.  Some

nrmmers Fniled  ta make  thets havec Toll
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cross-sticks or thooght there was oo need
for them at all

In the discession, Mr, J. Hardy won-
dered whether it was possible to provide
snme sort of Lop to pecks in the moarkets
fo prevent handling by customers but Mr
Mael was convinced that the public had te
love pocess W the goods they were buyving
It necided o great éxpert to be able to judge
Mlowers at a glance, he sud,  Flowers were
very temperamental.  They might be sound
enough while being picked bl when  they
reached morket they were not olways in the
same condition,  Nobody conld guaranies
the article withoot inspection.

Mr, J. Maher wanted (o know whal was
being dome in the markeis to impress upon
the porters the need for careful handiing,
Mr. Mnef replied that this was o diflicalt
problem hecanse poriers were nol éasy Lo
obtwin, If they were tockled i the way
that -Mr. Maher wanied, there would scon
he no porters in the markets.  Mr, Mason
thought that porters could be educated by
inviting them to visit holdings 1o see flowers
being grown.

Summing up, Li-Col. P. €. Kay, chair-
muan, reported thut on o recent visit 1o Hol-
land he had been impressed by the fact that
the Dutch orower was going all out 1o get
{nto the Britlsh fower matkel. The only
answer to this was efficiency on the part of
the home industry.

The last spenker, Mr, Hepworth, said thai
although Lhe flower grower had up Ll now
been ahle to obinin foir reooens, e red
Tight conld be seen and growers should en-
deavour to improve their standards. Much
could be jenrmed by frequent visits 1o the
markets. something he himself did at least
twice o week doring the scasdn.

Chutlining selling points in the packing of
flowers, he said that his workers were always
encouraged to grade up rather than down
Moarker tronds might sometimes suggest that
{hik wais not worth while, bal it paid n the
long run. One poor bloom in a case
would lower the whole value of that case.

With the present adequate supplies of
materials, there was no excuse for bad pre-
sentation.  For lining  coses, greaseproof
paper was the besi type (o use. He waos
against the use of coloured paper because it
detracied from the colowr of the blooms.

Dwring the discussion, Mr. Mnher gave
4 pood tp on sending cases to market in
bot wenther, I the day before, thev were
copked thoronghly with water, the blooms
would travel better, ho declared.

Welsh Nursery Visit

Rhyl members of the MFEU who visited
Messrs, [E. Welles and  Son’s  Gwwrch
Gardens, Abergele last week inspected ex-
tenstve gardens under the padonee of Mr,
13, E. Guild, the manager. They sow much
of interest in this well-equipped and well-
stocked oursery, ond saw alio'a demon-
siration of the latest horticultural machinery
staped by Messrs. Burgess of Denbigh,

Eliminates Drip

A pew  Dutch-ight bracket, used for the
crection of Duich-light structurcs, has the
pdvantage that all deip B eliminated, cloim
the makers, Mesrs, Universal  Clamips,
I, River Gorgdens, Carshalion, Surrey,

Known as the Moen-Drip brocket, in s
cust in aluminium and is hght and easy to
handle and of greal strength. Price for
the erection of a stucture 75 o by 10 fr
by 6oin.. is £9 1%, The bracket is made for
twi thicknesses of hights, 14 m, and 2 in.

Studying The Evesham Method

Pembrokeshire Growers Impressed By Advantages Of Central
Packing And Co-operative Marketing

EMBROKESHIRE  growers  recently
wenl by motor coach to Evesham and
Gloucestershire in search of knowledge, It
wis o throc-day tour arranged on behall of
the M.AAS by Mr. P. D Lees, County
Horticuliural Advisory Officer, and proved
an  excellent opportunily  to sty cal
markel-gardening, on small and large scales
in old and wetl-esiablished  horticwltorad
ATEES
(m the way out the party visited Cordill 1o
weo the Froit, Flowers and Vegetables Mar-
ket Comparison wos made betwesn the
quality and packs of home and forcign pro-
duce.  After lunch the party set off for
Eveshum via Gloucesier amd Cheltenham,
Evesham hlossomed well to the delight
of the visitors who, after tea, walked through
come small moarket gardens, cxamined the
crops and discussed cultural methods and the
possible application of them in Pembroke-
shire.

The second day, also was full of interest,
Pershore Co-operntive  Market was  hum-
ming when the coach drew up, ond o wamm
weleame wis extended to the tonrists by the
market mannger, who also explained the set-
up of the market pnd by so doing, gave the
party much food for thought, To see hor-
ticullural produce suctioned was a revels-
fion 1o many.

Capt. Bomford received the travellers m
one of his 300 acres forms,  Overhesd irri-

gation, Dutch lights, plasshouses, hops, in-
tensive production of outdoor crops, pigs
and pooliry were all of great interest. and
the visit was of immense valoe and will wn-
doubtedly help Pembrokeshire farmers as
they strive Lo develop hortculture there,
Glasshouse, soft fruit and mixed vopetable
holdings were visited in turn and each con-
tributed education o the tour, An asparn-
gud  specialist  gonerously  gave psparngus
goed and roots, and these may be the be-
ginning of commercial asparagus production
i Waoles,

To wind up the Evesham visit, the coach
enedreled  the ares, giving the tfourists a
foirly penern] pictore of horticultural pro-
duction in the ares. A fiying visit was paid
to Broadway, and the Cotswold Hills,

The third day opened with brilliant sun-
shine and the party travelled to Tewkesbury
and thence to the English Lond Settlemini
Association Esmie wt Weweni, Glos.  This
gave o further opportumity (o siudy extensive
prodfuction of vegetables and  soft fruit
The advantages of centenl packing ond co-
operative  marketing  were | outstandingly
obvious and the Welsh growers expressed
the view that something of a similar oature
wias long overdue in Pembrokeshire, The
homeward journey was made vie Ross and
Abergavenny, enlivened by the pleasing little
ceromony ot Brecon, to which reference i
made under * . . . People " clsewhere m
thiz issue.

FLOWER

CORNER

The Helianthus Or Small™Sunflower

By W. E. Shewell-Cooper, MLB.E., N.D.H., F.L.S.

LL members of the Composite (amily
<R are popular on the market—there s
something about an open eve with well
placed florets around which attracts, and
the helianthus  falls  definitely  into  this
group. Good spechimens carfy on the mar-
ket sell well,  Tn addition they are not diffi-
cult 1o grow and production costs e T
The plonte are reloted to the Jerusalem
Artichoke which Gowered in many gardens
last year. Some of the species arc too fall
for the market amd wie have found Chat
Loddon Ciold and Miss Mellish are probabiy
the two maost popular varieties.  The forme
bears large dooble polden Aowers and grows
o o height of six fect, the letier has sénm-
double Tight omnge vellow Aowers and s
seen Al its best in August,  Laterly. Daniel
Dewar, a varcly with bright yellow fiowers
and & dark eentre, has made its appearancg
in o oumber of markets with success.
Fortunately, the helianthos will grow in
almost any soil,  In fact. the poorest piece
of fand on the fnrm could be used if desired.
It is hetter, however, for the cut flower
trade to carry oul mormal coltvaiions when
preparing the land and to choose o sunny
sitation.  Compost s usually incorparnted
nt the rate of 10 tong (o the acre =0 05 (o
provide some  moidue  holding  material,
This ix 8 pltant thut ‘soon exhauses the: soil
anel siame srowers in consequence have found
it mdvisable to apply a good fish fertiliser
iong the rows cach adfumn the monwent
the stems are cut down olmost o ground
level.
The custom s 1o grow the plantd matucilly
wnd not to carry out ooy disbudding. There
might be a special local demand for dis-

budded specimens and the keen fower
grower should look out for this, Normalls,
the fMlowers e mede op inle bunches with
the stems il as long a5 possible, commen-
surile with ease of packing. In the south
I8 scems mre usunlly placcd in o bunch bu
in the north 12 wall do.

Mever leave the beds down longer than
ihree years because the roosts exhapst the soil
quickly,  Sunflower growers replint every
twe yeirs and this cnsure the finest blooms,
Division of roots is wo casy mcthod of
propagation and this should be done cither
in the aulumn of spring, Rool cullings e
sometinges taken, these being mseried  inte
sandy 4oil in frames during the month of
Fehrunry : the cuttings should be placed
about four inches decp. enre being taken to
insert thom the right way up?! When pre-
puring the cuttings, always cut the tops
square and the ‘bose of the cuiting pointed.

RBechuse the plamis grow wll, a two feet
sguare  scheme seems  aded] whén selling
helinnthes out n rows, Some fower growers
prefer two Teol between the rows and 18 in.
in the rows, the idea being 1o Leep the beds
ds compacl as possible so os to-be able 1w
adopt some simple method of staking for
they are loble 1o be damaged by winds. A
good penernl plin is o drive strong siakes
into the cormers of ihe beds and attach wires
at o height of 40 9 in. or 5 JL tightdy be-
fween  thwm, The strings can then be
stretched beiween the wires 30 a5t lorm
4 criss-cross miltern through which the stems
of the Nlowers con grow,

Generally spenking, the helisnihus will be
avnilahle as o cut flower during the months
of August and September.
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TO THE EDITOR

Mr. Haarer Forgot The Earthworm

I REAIY the arficle by A. E. Haarer on
“ Composting  ond Sowdnst ™ (20/4/ 504
with great interest, May [ venlure (o sujg-
gost that Mr, Haarer has overlooked one of
the mosl mmportunt of the agencies through
which fertility can be imparted 1o, and main-
tained o the soil? 1 refer o the earthworm.
Mr. Hanrer wiltes: * Exveryone is becom-
g convinced that o rich micro-fora and
fauna in the soil coincides with Tertility,
crumb textore, health of plant growth and
# richer feeding value in the prodoce har-
wested,”  And, again, * 10 we Tack farmyard
manurg, then o sufficiency of compost muest
be the aim 1o supply homus, to enrich the
micro-florn, to make the sofl that crombled
medium  which s so  desirable,  where
nutrients are mannfacivred fmom the air and
dizgnlved out of the soil particles,”

The humble earthworm supplies most aof
these disiderata.  To take them in order:
w0 o rich  micro-florn snd
fauna. . "—Earthworm castings contain &
much larger bacteris] populotion than the
unworked soil from which they are made.
The weight of castings per scre, by normal

eprthworm  popilition, may  be 16000
poundd per annoum,
In Better Condition

& crumb  exture. J—Soil in

which carthworms are detive s invariably in
better physical condition than =0il in which
carthworms are absent, As long apo as 1777
Gilbert White wrote: * Worms seem to be
the grest promoters of vegetation., which
wonld proceed but lamely without them, by
horing, perforating and leosening the sofl
and rendering it pervious to rains and the
fibres af plants , . . the earth withoul worms
would soon become cold, hard-bound and
vaid ol fermentation wnd consequently
cterile ™

Charlet Ddirwin, writing in 1881, after
many  years study of carthworms, said:
“Worma prepard the ground in an excellent
manner for the growth of fibrous-rooted
plants and for seedlings of all kinds, They
periodically expose the mound 1o the air and
#ift it =0 that no stones larger thin the par.
ticles which they can swollow are left in it"”

3. " ... health of plant growth, . . [M'—
Thiz iz diflicult 0 measure guantitatively,
but an  American  earthworm  culturist,
Thomas J. Barrett, cites the case of o farmer
increasing his. corn crop [rom BD 1o 1%6
bushels per acre, and of an orange grower
meressing his orcherd output from 300 o
63) boxes per acre per annum  through
ndoption of earthworm  culture, Experi-
ments are now preceding, b undersiand, at
Rothamsted, with a view to scientific evalun-
tion of earthworm activity on plant growth
generilly,

4, . . .8 rcher [eeding value in the
produce  harvested . . "—Healthier  plani
srowih, indicated by hra.ﬂl:r crops, probably
resulis in richer feeding valoes, Certainly
earthworm sctiviiy gives heavier crops.

5. %, . .2 sufficiency of COMPSE ISt
% the aim to supply homes, . . S —Come
post will supply homus, through |.he action
of microbes.  Earthworms will accelerute
snormously  production of humos.

To quote Darwin agoin: **The banes of
dead animals, the harder parts of wnsects, the
shells of land mollnses, leaves, owigs, ete.,
are before hong all burfed beneath the accu-
mulated custings of worms, and are thus

brought 0 4 more or less decaved siabe
within the reach of the roocts of plants. .. .
The leaves which are dragged into the buor-
rows as food, afler being 1o inte the finest
shreds, partially dipested and sarorsted with
the intestinal and wurinary scoretions, ore
commingled with much earth.  This earth
forms the dark coloured, rich himmes which
almaost everywhere covers the surfoce of the
land with a fairly well defined layer or
mantle."”

6. ¥, . 1o make the soil that crumbled
mecdinum which s so desirable, . . J"—Earih-
worms are largely responsible for  this
dessdderntum,  Once more to quote Darwin:
. It isn marvelloos reflection that the
whole of the superficial mould . . . has
rassed and will again pass, every few voars,

through the bodies of worms." And what
benefits derive from this passage through
earthworms?  Anaylsis shows that worms,
by mixing earth and plant material in their
digestive tracts, praduce o mixture of con-
centroted plant food materinl moch richer
than the surrcunding =cil. In addition, the
worms  themselves, when they die, add
hitmus to the soil,

Worms live for many years, The man,
then, who odds worms to his soll i adding
something thut will -give all the desiderata
cnumerated by Mr. Haarer, and other
benefits besides, and will continue 1o do so
long after the effecis of chemical fertilisers
have been expended. Morcover, unlike [er-
tifisers, eorthworms have o high rafe of
nutural increase.  Their potentinlities for
fertility und plant growth are only now beng
realised, although pointed o and strongly
advocated 40 many years ago by the authors
I have quoted.

1A Kemwe

Wondchurch,
Kent

Insufficient Stress On Watering

A 5 a beginner at the * pame of chance ™
* colled Hortctliure 1 would ke to
congratulstie Mr. Hitching on his article on
wiatering  tomatoes in the Fruf-tGrower of
April 13,

L should fike to say that to my mind
mstfficient stresz iz Inid on the problem of
witering in penernl,. On my light scil it
wenn ever-present problem whether to water
lettuoe in cold frames or not, and il %0 when,
Ususally the soil does not hold sofficient
momiure to carry the crop through, and o
mild, dry spell in March i3 very welcome
“0 that I con water them.

Similarly, in the plasshopse, T am never
sure whether most pols want waler or not,

Some are definitely dry or wet but the inier-
mediates are always a problem.

I have lownd this yvedr that tomatocs in
500l blocks can stand more water applied 1o
them than those in pots. The test cannot
e conclusive, of course, but T've piven my
tomotocs, in & cold houss, rather more water
than tesuial and those m hlocks have thrived
while thase in pots have not, on the whole,
ol on so well.

Could this have something to do with the
air being more readily accessible to the roots
i the case of the soil blocks?

. H, G. Wakn
54, Trinily Rodad,
Ware, Herts.

Spray Information Too Localised

[H your issue of April 20 Mr, E. N,

Pinks has riised o suggestion of great
potential value to all growers who hebite-
ully protect their crops by sprayine, T was
told several vears npo by o Dutch research
wirker that careful leaf-counts of red-spider
were made throughout the sesson in Hol-
lwnd and on these counts fruit farmers were
advised of the correct fime to spray lme-
sitlphur,

But it was emphazised that the service was
a purely local one, even in such o small
country as Holland. [t will be seen, there-
fore, that the establishment of such g service
in this country would involve considerable
labour and @ b very doubiful if  the
MN.AAS, has sufficient stff o carry it out.
The motes on current insect pests made by
Dr. Massee must be very wseful to Kent
growers, bul they cannot be of such wseful-
ness o growers in the West Country and
elsewhere in Britain because 1o the laiter the
fews miy be too edrly or too late.

The easiest way o disseminate such locil
information is obviously by rodio, snd the
regionn] sintions could possibly devote o few
minutes For such special  snnouncements
WHENEVEL NECessary,

Ti is worth emphasising thot this service
would deal essentindly with migratory pests
and diseases, The bulk of these nre wind-
borne, even with some of the stronger-fiying
ingect pests,  For instance, blackearrents
which have not been spraved with tar-ofl will
probobly by now be heavily infested with
aphie which have hoatched from the winger

eggs.  But the migratory winged phase ol
blackcurrant aphis will not broome danger-
ous until laie May or June, and ii is for this
aoft of danger that an  odvisory. service
would be most useful, For summer spray-
ing, timing is the essence of success.

Even il the desirable serviee of precise
information were not possible at this time,
perhaps many {armers would welcome such
announcements us * Mr. X, the sres ento.
mologist saw o field of broccoli on July 20
at Much Binding bodly atincked by cater-
pillars of the Cabbage Butierfly, This pest
can be controfled hy oo, ete”

P. BrACEY
Momansland,
Baliybury.

Thanks To Show Society

35 one who his recently foond himself

sctively mssociated with the work of the
N.F.U, Show Society, I would like to express
m¥ sdmiration of their efforts o publicise
horticultural.  produce.  The Watercress
Branch of the M.F.L. received o month of
eabdbitlon at Olympia fecently, and during
that time thousands of vigitors: learnt some-
thing about watercress they never knew
before.  Now they realise that pood "cress
is available, and will see to it that they get
it in future.

The public are the ones who should e
cducaied to the guality of Britsh produce,
and once they are convinced, the retailer will
te forced 1o follow soif.

At N.F LU, headgoariers the members of

i, e,
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Any Offers ?

1VL are two Dinich boys and we want

to work in England this summer
for six weeks from sbhour 20 July-30
August,  Wo ore eighteen yeary of
and we are studving ot the horticyltural
college in Utrecht, Our tescher tried
rendy to find a fruit- or vegriable-
grower for us, but he did not succeed
and so we will ask vou if von know
perhaps one for us,

We wint to work nesr London on a
fruil or vegetnble growery, Mesars, we
hirpe you will sucered in finding one for
us, and we shall be pledsed to hear coon
of you. We hope you can read this
letter for we are writing only " school-
Eugliseh,™ and thet 15 not so very good
afer all.

A Das & H., ZIrEEMan,

Lelizstraig 2,

Utrecht, Holland,

the Show Society committee hove m heart
the future of the British grower, and they
are a body of men expevienced in the arl
of showing produce 1o jis. best udvantags,
while knowing all about the produce with
which they are conccrned.

Like the Watercress Branch, many other
sections of the industry can reap tremendous
benefit from their efforts, but first they must
have money. They need the money 1o give
the growers' produce good publicity, and it
s only feir that it should be the prowers'
Maney

Once the guinea subscription is paid, ul|
thut remains is 1o grow, pack and send pro-
duce in the best possible way, so a% to bear
out the claims the Show Society is making,

T. W. Jesyy.
Bere Regis,
Dot
Passing Conversation
BE‘.LDW [ give u conversation, overhead,
of which your recent article on con-
tainers remindad me.

“That's how prodoce  should he
packed 1" -

* Yes, iU's imported.”

* Why doesn't the home producer pack
like that? *

“He can't get the wooden contsiners,”

" Why not? ™

" The Government  cinuot, spparenthy,

find the necessary exchange o import soft
timber for containers,"

* Doey the foreign producer, then, give the
wooden containers in which his produce is
packed free? ™

“ Mo, s cost s added to the producs it
eoniaing ™

" Are you telling me it is possible to im-
port =oft timber in the form of & comainer
if it is filled with foreign prodece, but fm.
possible o do so i it i5 0 be used to pack
home produce? ™

The only answer wos u shrog of the
shoulders.

AN Lewis.

Danecroft, f
Stowmar ket

Featherbed Townsmen
‘. THEN the President of the N.F.U.

interviews Mr. Webb and the later
afterwards confirms (he exchinges, as re-
ported in your issue of 20/4/50, the nett
result, with greal respect, iy largely wind
because the basic fact of the whole SOTTY
and toctless “ festherbedding ™ gaff of Mr.
Evans" is not mentioned,

The simple facts are that it is the zeneral

public and not the farmers who are baing
" featherbedded.” The only reason farmers
have been pgeiting so called subsidies is 50
thut food may be made available to he
zenerid public below ite eeonomie price.

[l may or may not be desirable to keep
Tood prices at an uneconomic Jow Tewvel, If,
however, for reasons of high policy it is
considered  desirable, why throw divt at the
lwrmers?  Why not admit the simple sell
evident facl snd make it clear, that the
difference betweon the price nr which foad
cun be cconomically produced and that at
which the Government wishes to sell it to
the general public, when ihe latter {5 lower,
musl he given to the producer otherwise he
can’t prodicce,

Certain forms of subsidy are open to the
criticism that they fofl (o obtain the desired
result with certuinty, Thus to subsidise

ploughing is unwise because althowzh most
larmers will follow ploughing by the pro-
duction af o pood crop the slothiul ones
could take the ploughing subsidy withouwt
regard (o the resaltant erop, If there must
be subsidies, and [ by no means agree with
this without many reservations, then they
should at least be placed squarely upon the
resultant required crop, thereby at leost
encouriging good hushandry,

It 48, I think, very much open ta doub
whether it is desirable to subsidise prodise-
tion in order that townsmen, who are in
the majority, should be * featherbedded *
against economic prices, and it s dinbolical
having done this very thing that it should
be made to appear that it is the farmer who
is being coserted.

E C Wiskiey

Hittisleizgh, Excier.

WEST COUNTRY STRAWBERRY PROSPECTS

A LTHOUGH \there is up to a ten per
=R eenl. increase in ihe acreage devoled o
strawherries in the West Country this vesr
leading  growers suggest thot the crop %
nevertheless not likely to be larger than
the exceptional are of Just yeor, and it is
probable that it may be o little later than
ust],

This 1 what the chairman of the Tamar
Valley Growers' Asocintion, Mr. . W,
Sherrell, of Bere Alston, Fays  dbaoni i
“The crop seems in good Torm, despirte the
recent cold spell.  Damage hos been negli-
gible, but the indieations are that it will be
A late sewson, Picking wsually takes place
in May, but will probably not be possible
1ill early June, sithough srowers with straw-

berries under cloches may be able to pick
within o fortnight,

“There is no evidence st the moment ol
any- greal amount of the red core disedse,
but that wsually hecomes more apparsnt as
the crop nears frudtion, The increased
werenge does nog necessarly mean an in-
ereised crop and [ expect production locally
la be on o similar scale to last year, though
next year's crop maw be heavier®

The fruit is doing well, despite recen
hard weather, it was reporied at the experi-
mental station of the Devon County Coun-
cil.  Among varieties, Western Cucen was
well forward, Climax was in blossom, and
one of the Cambridge varietics was show
ing similar progres.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE GROWERS VISIT BADSEY

A' VISIT of Cambridgeshite growers to
Littleton and Badsey Growers Lid, near
Evesham organised by Mr. T. H. Herring,
Cambs N:F.U. Horticullural Secretary, was
well supported by growers in the ares.

The party met & variety of weathers an the
journey, bright sunshine or Cambridpe giving
way to sleel and snow at Northampron, snd
showers and bright {ntervals 8t Evesham.

On arrival at Littleton, the growers were
met by Mr. C. A, Binyon who showed them
the premises and gave a brief outline of the

history of the Association. Packing sheds,
drying plants, implements and fertiliser
stores were inspected and, at the end of the
tour, the thanks of the party was expressed
by Mr, E. J. Walkling.

Returning vin Broadway, the Colswolds,
and Chipping Norton, the pariy was able 1o
compare the type of horticultore in the Eve-
sham area with that in West Cambs, which
it resembles slightly, In spite of the weather,
ull agreed it had been an Intercsting and
anjoyahle outing,

TRADE SHOW TO BE HELD NEAR WOLVERHAMPTON

AN nmbitions glasshouse demonstration
and exhibition o put before growers
the many improvements in designs during
the past few years has been arranged by
Mr. C, D, Dempster, the Stnfordshire Horti-
cultural Officer. It is 1o take place ar
Messrs,  Bokers' Codsall  MNursery, pear
Walvershampton, on May 18,

Exhibits of actual and model glasshouses,
Dutch-light houses, severnl tvpes of cloche
frames, cloches, bailors, aluminium-alloy
heating pipes, electrical equipment for Tight-
ing, soil and air heating, air COMPressons,
trolleys, irrigation equipment, hot<iir stoves,
and u complete range of insecticides, fungi-
cides, serosels, efc., will be on view.

A special section will be devoted to elec-
tric and petrol pumps, and demonstrations
will ke place in the morning of machinery
for cultivation, soil shredding and mixing,
sofl block making, nnd the use of planting
teols,  Apparatus for soll sterilisiog and for
warmn water treatment, as well as boiler heat-
ing units using oil and sutomatic stokers for
solid foel, will ulso be in evidence,

Mearly all the leading glasshouse firms,
and machinery manulucturers in the country

will be represented, it is said, and Messrs.
Bakers' Murseries Ltd. have ngreed to show
their nurseries und offices to visiiors,

Warning To Essex

Lssen growers received a timely warning
Iast week in the form of o letter Ffrom
their  County  Horticuliural Officer, Mr.
R. A, Engledow. In §t he told them that
adult cabbage root flies made their first
appearance in Ezsex on April 20 and could
be expected to commence ege laying during
the first warm spell.

Mr. Engledow went on o supgest 2
method of control, recommending & four
per cent. calomel dust application on the
sail round the stems of brussica plants. Con-
trel depends on opplying the dust in such
noway that it is confined o an area of an
inch round the stems.

Treatment with BH.C. dust is sometimes
found satisfactory, but growers are warnad
in the letter of the possibility of tainting
ool crops grown on the same land in' the
next (wo or three years,
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ON TOUR —

From District To District With Our Observers

Isle Of Man
Backward Spring—YVegetables
Plentiful—Buosh Fruit Promising

Ramsey.
HOUGH there has been a fair amoun
of sunshine this month the nights are
too cold to give young siufi @ chance of
jumping ahead, and aliogeiher it 5 proving
o backward spring. Most crope’ were much
farther forward at the corresponding dote
last year, bui # i mot altosether @ bad
thing for nature to place a retarding hand
on too lush growth at this tme of the year,
for thot all oo frequently leads to early
ghut=.  There his been an abundance of rain
ever since the yesr came o and Manx
markel gardeners have not been plogoed this
yenr with those devastating eorly spring
droughts, which can do a ot of damage.

Eorly potnofoes sre through the ground in
muny  places und ssem 1o be going ahend
guicker than most crops.  They will be
appreciated more than ever this year. for
the island has been shoet of home - grown
muinerop  potatoes and  impoctation has
been poing on for several weeks,

Spring cabbape and broccoll ore in pood
supply and meeting with o ready demand in
the shops; and there s plso stendy trode
for saled crops of all kinds. Lettuce are
now af berter guality, and there are good
supplies of radishes and onjons, There are
still a few lecks aboui and swedes have
lasted well, so altopether there s s0ll &
fairly good wvariety of vemetables oa the
miarket.

Manting and sowing 19 the order of the
day in market gardens while the weather is
suitable, and rooted chrysanths, gladioli and
other cut Mower crops are all calling for
attention day by day. The tomate planting
stason is aver excepl for the mather lew
butches of ouidoor tomatoes which are
grown in the more sheltered places.

In the absence of any =evere frost,
riwbark  has made good growth and iy
readily saleable, most hovsewives having
discovered by now that the sweetening
meldiim  need mor present on insuperable
difficulty if syrop is wsed.  Bush Truid trees
are promizing well, and there i every likeh-
hood of good crops of gooscberrics and
currants.  Strawberriés are Just beginning (o
sk an odd Aower, and look like being o
good crop, i all gocs well,

Channel Islands
Weather Sei-back—FPotato Prices—
Shipping

GUERMSEY.
CHANGE in the weather which is any-
4 thing but welcome =2t in about p week
apo when the warm, sinny doys gove wiy o
srey skics and frosty nights which hive been
followed by high winds that have damged
pear blossom and fowering shrubs.

The frost had some cflect on the early
potatoes, though it was not seneeal, omd
cortnin parts of Jersey fell @t more than
Guernsey, It is reperied that more thon
four degrees were  experenced in o seme
phices, and polloes wiich had (oo sdvanced
shootd ol plantng tme and had made oo
ripid prowth in the previoud mild westher.

cught it worse than the more hardy plants.

The present cold winds are, however, doing
actually more damage, as the potatos are
ool growing. wod as g resull the erop will
be light in those places which Teel it most,
Omn Jersey, the lirst plolz are now clared,
and  some  growers aleady  have st ool
thousands of tomatoes, @king o chance thot
the fine weather will relurn 1o s so0om.

First. londs: of polntoes to- pass over the
Tersey weighbridee rowlled T8 intwo weeks,
and Buyers heve already appeared there to
snap them up. The earliest sold at £6 10s.
per ewi, buil this price had dropped hy £1
in two davs. The ndvantage of geading and
packing in barrels is thus being felt, a8 these
prices were For ware, the mids felching abour
£2 per ewr. less. I sufficient run falls soon
1o swell the potstoes withoot beiog heavy
enough o bring blight (o the plants, the
crop should e b goosd one.

On Guerndey, despite the cold snd mele-
ment  weather, (he (omalo crop € coming
on mmpidly, and alveady shipments are regpu-
lated to three days weekly by the local Cone-
mittee for Hortfeulture. A conference be-
tween the latter and the G.GA. with British
Railways has been held to make shipping
arrangements for the Guérnsey crop, which
will, of courpe, again be exported in bulk.

Regent important visitors lo this izland
have been D, H, H. Holme, of Florida, and
Prof, Witerhouse, aof Sydney, Austrilia,
with Mr. P. M. Parthemore, of Pennsylvania,
U.S.A. The two former are specinlisty in
the clussification of camellis and (ravelled
to Guernsey especially (o inspect the com-
prebensive  collection,  including  many
unigue specimens of the ofder (ypes prow-
ing ai the Caledonin Wurseries,

The wvisitors spent theee days with the pro-
prictiors;, Messes, FL L. and J. de Putron m
un intensive study of the collection, which
they sented was the finest they had ever seen,
and many photogropls were gken by Mr,
Parthemore, who i an expert in the photo-
eraphing of flowers.

Somerset

Bad Weather—Sprays Late
Vegetables Scarce
) SoUTH PETHERTON.
A ROWERS who are superstitious aboul
fops in March and Trosts in Moy will
be having-an anxious time for the next Tew
weeks a5 we had more than our wsonl shire
af March Togs this year, These were oficn
accompanied by white frosts and Tollowed
by cold, northerly winds and o general
shortoge of rminfall, Light showers occurmed
from time to  time buat these were nol
sufficicnt to help newly sown seeds or late
planted trecs wnd cottings ditil, on April
7. we head o thondersiorm followed by
goodd, sooking ruin.  On Apeil 16 5 fros
of 7 deg. dampged some of the Bramley
blossom, then in the * pink bod ' stoge, but
not enough Lo have any efiect on the crop.
A little damape in reported (o plums, but
pears, which were alse in fell bloom, beem
o have escaped.

As Tnr as one can qudge of present, there
are prospects of good crops of op and bush
frufts although, o the cese of some dedseqt
apples such ns Cox's and Soperbs, it is too

early 1o judge ¥er, as o pumber of their
budd are lote in developing—a fhei which
may be sttributed o the cold winds and
fate peiroleum spray., Most of the bienniel
bearers are showing plenty of fruit buds b
as psual- some individun] trees and brapches
are devoid of pny.

Although plums and pears sre ool grown
i any large quentity in our district, those
I have seen do well, and this vear have an
exceprional amount of blossom,.  Since there
is 8 keen demand locally tor these frodis, i
i% surprising more tre oot plamed.

Binckeurranits made rather shorter wood
growih lest season on account of the pro-
lomged drocght and heavy crop but they dse
wo thickly covercd with lower trusses now
that it seems likely that they will moake up
Tor the “slightly  veduced fruiting  aren,
Hundreds of bumble bees—sométimes thide
to 4 bush—ire working the fowers, wlmost
pedmrdliess of weather conditions, throughout
the long howrs of daylight, It is to be hoped
thut no modern spravs will ever eondanger
the stocks of these valuable, datural allics.

Hopes of # fne pericd for the petrolennm
spray to Kill the rother numerous red-spader
cres did not maderialise ;. the continuois
winds and cold showers mide it tecessary
somelimes (0 continue.  spraying under
unsuitable conditions 0 order to el the
operntion  completed before the buds  pot
ton far sadvanced,  Much the same (rouble
occurred during the ™ green-clioster 7 lime-
sulphur spray.

Vegetables shill romain sciree as locally
wrown hroccolh were w poar etop, with
sonnll heads, and spring cabbage are  dis
nppointing.  Mainy of the earliest of these
began o bolt when the rain come while
others received such a check during the cold,
dry spell that they are only just heginming
to tom in and will be small.

H__ _.] .
Trusses Setting—Vegetables Position—
Lorger Lettuces
CHANDLER S Fomp
TI-IF_ weather hns been very variahle und
ihere have been many doll days with
poor hght. The sml s lending 1o dry out,
and much rain is now necded.

Some of the more enterprising growes
ol carly tomaloes have Lhe Grst (wo trosses
well 4ef, bur there is much varation o the
condition and growth of glasshouse omn-
toes this seison owing (o the inlerior light
thal hits becn prevalent for the past (hree
months, There will be much need for skill
und experience to produce a firs-class crop
and obbun an economic retirn.

Several crops planded 1o osoils that bave
been steam sierilised normally. show  trices
of nitrogen excess, but in ihid winter of dull
light and humidity an excessive solt lexture
is in evidence, and unless more skill i prac
tical principles i exercised, poor results ol
vields will sccur.

CGilagshouse lettuee has been markeled in
good guality and condition: and &t roason-
nhle prices, snd satisfuctory  crops of the
Muay Queen type are now being cot from
dutch  lights.  Apparently consumers now
demand o lorger type of hearted letiuce than
the varous striwins of * Gotte Foreer," anid
the larper-henried lorms now coming from
overseas will create a grenfer demand {er
larger hearted Kinds oven il hese e ol
poorer quality.  Inospite of lower retums
{rom ontdoor winter lottuce doring the pas
iwo years, the acreage has not diminisheel.
The condition of the crop is now very pio-
gressive pnd has been so practically through-
oul the growing sesson.  The voriety mostly
favoured 1= Winter Crop.

s e

e
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With Quantities And Values For The Previous Two Years
QUANTITIES YALUE
FRESH FRUIT Month ended March 31 Three months ended March 11 Maonth ended March 1 T|1Tl:l: munthi ended Mirid 31
AND YEGETAHLES — = e z 1 —_— e ———
(] 1949 | 1o 1925 L] 1950 1948 JH':I 1950 | 1948 [ 1949 1950
Fruit, freah or raw— MR 1] =5 ; = 1 -
Ap i £ £ £ £ £
From Australia - [N — - = = — = — = = =
w  Mew Zealund.., N = = = = = = = = = =
v Canadi d = — 1751 o — 400133 - - 222,590 1 — 49,640
il Dthﬂr Commonyealih |
oeniries  mnd  ihe
Imh Republic . 0 I i T0 14 | 20 | 300 34 100 ELix a4 103
Relgium 2 dal 491,312 = - 147,143 | 45074 1L 841 - — IET IR 105,159 0 @ —
Cther Foreign Countries 334 — | 123887 5,242 | 101 ﬁlﬂ 412,484 | 605 — 152,003 TS| ad1,713 | BOSETZ
Total u 21,716 14| 241189 152455 .tqﬁ.wr | HH 737 IELT46 3 #3383 | 9T4ATL | 756906 ;I.lls.ﬁis
i — P — I 1 e 1
Apriobs = = == 666 10,348 ! 10,812 — s - 14048 | 86928 | 81,544
Hilberries = — = N — _ w6 — = i -~ - 1,746
Ulstirres | — - — = p — - - —, - —
Cirw = = = —— ]
From Union of South Afnes 106,079 [ 16,268 154200 131021 | DI2HSA. 134,006  SBAZE4 | 93T 006 L ASTNM | XI0EEY LOLTIE 1A% 656
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Irish Bepubiic . - — - i 1w - — - - 51 140 2
W Metherlands ... " - 41 13 149 4372 2,199 - 620 12| an2es | 4780 18,198
w  Belgium ) == 13 - 1,010 Hald S350 | — v —_ | 24,789 | 12E823 7 AkL4AT1
o Spain .., o = = P — 8395 | 1E2  — == 8 | — 9,437 | 56,
wo DY el e - —- | = 12 | 1 — ! - - €29 58|
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«  Dvher Forelgn Countrles |, & 1747 & —_ 1,768 | ] _ 15,650 | A = 16,000
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nicd o Alrea 103,715 u! TE | 137380 IS1L25e | FI2.0 152841 2 2 \ 2] |
v Ausrealin " - 922 | 25651 — | heaE| xv4m —- 6586 | 41HE - 6,386 | 98475
.+ Diber Commonwesith |
Cogntries  and  the |
Irish Repablic Ee: B — = — - o - - - - 1| —
Metherlands ... G 2| — 1360 | 4 - 44878 | 3 . 1S ] - | THE801
Taky ... Ciy 8 e 1] 499 12,532 | 4,847 %30 #9980 | 3 1.52% ° 31,689 16,235 3151 | 168H25
Other Forelgn Countries ,, | -_— ] = 16,792 | 232 6,510 19904 | @ — - 13,948 812 18,813 : 83,646
Total ... | W03,708 | 66,123 | 198716 136351 | 121,39 | 120,166 338456 | 258938 | 445200 301,703 | 451,314 1,271,260
Plums, greegaies and dimsons ., | 1,054 | 3488 | (1911 35458 | 39,049 | 39006 8880 22839 | TO0ML 333809 | 292,396 | 18744
Srowberries i 3| 1 —_ 1 1 a| 143 106 40 143 ns | 74
All other descriptiom i7 ' i 4823 | Z0% 146 11,560 159 2| s 6,075 5049 | 65T
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=i I h ———
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Mo PE94% | [26.626 | 206030 0 315454 137090 | IR3 224 422,607 364283 STOO04  T41,193 403,051 VRS, 69
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| scou NON-MAINTENANCE GLASSHOUSES
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~ Complete, Prefabricated
for your own easy
assembly, Direct Glazed
—Glass, Glazing Mastic,
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free 150 miles mainland.

View of the Range of ** SHOCKCRETE-AEROS ™" compieted recantly at: ®
WOODHILL NURSERIES LTD. - PICK HILL - WALTHAM ABBEY.

ﬁ. B.C. SOLE DISTRIBUTORS :

GLASSHOUSES HORTUS LTD.,, ABBEY ROAD, BARKING, ESSEX
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THE TILLEY FLOODLIGHT PROJECTOR, MODEL

FL & 15 5000 CANDLEPOWER. BEING A COMPLETELY

| INDEPENDENT UNIT IT cwHaE c&anﬁ% Uﬁ&gg

ONE LOCATION TO ANOTHE :

PROTECTOR, - MODEL IT BURNS FOR 40 HOURS ON 6 PINTS OF PARAFFIN,

L6 mounted on Short IDEAL FOR ILLUMINATING LOMNG GREENHOUSES
Stard, FOR NIGHT WORK.

PRICE EXCLUDING STANDS £8. 10.0.

THE¥TILLEY LAMP COMPANY LTD. I5 SACKVILLE STREET, W.I




