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Reprinted from the “Evesham Journal,” Now. 23rd, 1929,

Last week in our “ 0Qld Days In and Around Evesham ** column
was started under the title of * Other Times, Other Ways,” a series
of reminiscences by Mr. G. F. Bomford, of Atch Lench, who has
now passed his ninety-second birthday. Born in the year in which
Queen Victoria ascended the throne, Mr. Bomford can look back to
a period before the use of steam hecame general, when the subsequent
achievements of science would have been considered as ““ such stuff
as dreams are made of.” Since his youth the countryside has changed
enormously, and his description last week of the vanished woodlands
of the Lenches is of great interest to us to-day, who are now watch-
ing the rapid encroachment of market gardening and fruit growing
into that attractive, if rather bleak, remote an erstwhile wild up-
land country. Yet Mr, Bomford can tell of still earlier times, for his
immediate ancestors lived in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries, and he must have often conversed with people whose
memory cariled them back well into the eighteenth century. It seems
hard to realise that anyome alive to-day should have spoken with
those who could recollect the times when the weird clanking of chains
on the gibbet kept persons at night from crossing the wilds of
Dunnington Heath, Mr. Bomford’s reference to the thunderstorm
which occurred on the day when George IV. died in June, 1830, is
interesting to us, because we well recollect being told of this by the
late Mr. William Smith, founder end editor to the date of his death in
1906 of this Journal; for althmlgh Mr, Smith did not remember this
event, being only six months old at the fime, tales of that terrific
storm when, it is said, affrighted bullocks in the river meadows
broke pasture and rushed bellowing into the town, were current for
years afterwards, so awe-Inspiring was it in an age more superstitions
and less sophisticated than the present. Mr., G. F. Bomford himself
is, of course, a member of a very old and well-known local family,
of which there are several branches in the neighhourhood, though
the family seems %'i_nmpally associated with the Lenches and the
country between Evesham and Algester, For several centuries
Bomfords have farmed some hundreds of acres in this locality, for
they belong to a sturdy race of agriculturists. Coming thus of good
yoomen stock, the Bomfords have for the most part remained true
to_their hereditary vocation alike through Eﬂﬁd and bad times
(although some have naturally strayed into ot er walks of life), and
their reputation as farmers has always been h:gh. Nowadays, when
families seem*to disintegrate and to leave, often for ever, their
ancestral homes, it is pleasant to reflect that, still constant to the
traditional and important ealling which its members have chiefly
followed, the Bomford family shows no signs of decay. We trust that
this great clan of agriculturists will .continue to grow, and in the
future, as in the past, to take a high place among those whose
business is the most ancient, most essential, and most natural of all
ococupations—that of the tlliing of the soil. We cannot conclude
without expressing the hope that the venerable member of this long-
established family, whose reminiscencos are the ocecasion of this
note, may yet have years of health and happiness ahead of him.
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