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NOTE.

These reminiscences and notes appeared in
the antiquarian column of the "Evesham Journal"

(March—September, 1934.)




FOREWORD.

I wish to express my thanks to E. |. Davies, Esq.,
Secretary to the Ecclesiastical Commission, for
certain information concerming the Manor of Atch
Lench; and also to E. A. B. Barnard, Esq., for all
the trouble he has taken in connection with the

publication of this pamphlet.
FRANCES E. BOMFORD.
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PART Il

: INTRODUCTION.

When some reminiscences of my father,
the late G. I'. Bomiord, uppeared ln this
column four vears ngo, aud aitzrwards were
published as™a pamphlet, he received many
messages exprossing the intevest vnd appre-
ciation of readers, which afforided him much
plensure. From that time forward he gave
me further notes of various customs anil
happenings of long ago which he remem-

red.
Frances E. Bomford.

Tus Fary ar SperIer’s LEycH.

In 1833 when my father, Joseph Bomford
junior, entered on the farm, it was gwned
bv the Rov. William Cbaty, D.D., then
Waster of Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge,
who had Dought it in a hapuazard sort ol
way without having seen it. 1lc¢ ehanced to
go into a Loodon sale room just as the
property was being offered, and in o few
moments the five hunared acrea at Sheriff’s
Lench were lknocked down o him at £10,000.
The farm was let at that time at £300 per
annnm, This was in 1824, or thereabouts (1).

After some years the rent was rauised, and
when we ponve up the farm in 1876 it was
£300 per annum.

Soyz Forater TENANTS, _
The first terant of whom [ ever heard
anything was named Stokes, who was there
lowards tho end of the 18th anc the early
part of the 18th century. He was, to say
the least, a pecviiar man, and some of his
actions were long remembered. .
Postin was the uext tenant, and I helieve
he had the farm for fourteen years and then
was followerd by Willinm Sargeant, who earuc
from Suifolk and brought a aumber of work-
people from his native county with bim.
Among these were the old Gardners, the
parsnts of John and Willinm Garduer; and
John Sparrow and family. Henvy Spoarrow
was one of Lhe youngest of this party, and
it was said that he rode on ~ denkey and
cried all the way
While Sargeant was at Sheviff’'s Lench
there was a good deal of [riction between
him and his landlord, Dr. Clafy (2)., Of
what Sargeant complained I never henrd,
but I know that at cne Lime treubls was
causnd by Sargeant’s  beginning to  fell
timber on {he farm. There was much litiza-
tion and ono lawsuit was won by Sarzeant.!
I'or some rea<on or other many people at
Church Lench sympathisedq with the win-

otlier property in the Leuches, be thercfore
was not known persomally by anyune af
Uhurch Lench.

During one whols rear, although Sargeant
was still in aeenpation of the farm, no act
of husbandry was performed. One of the
old men used to tell me about this, and he
ended by saying *““for = year the furm lay
tlormuns, 7

At Michaeimas, 1833. when my father
enlterpd en the farm, William Sargeaat left
Sherift’s Lench and wenl to the Old Cours
Irarm, at Lenchwick. ;

Tae Fara 1§ 1833.

The following is a ecopy of the arrange-
ment, written be Dr. Chafy, regarding the
valuation of the hay and acts of hushandry:

““Alpssrs, Josaph Bomford the Elder and
Joseph Bomioril the Younger.

“In ceusideration of ¥our payirg Sa two
hvredred and {ifty six vmounds, the amount
af the Valuation of fthe Hav amd Arts of
Tiusbandry on my farm at Sheriti’s Lench
instead of paying the same to the Tozacu-

| tors of the late John Sargeant, the Qut-uoing

Tenants, I have agresd to indemnify and
save lharmlesa you and each of vou of and
from all Claims and Demands {rom ilie
above-named IExecutors in respzet of the
snid sum of two hundred aml fifty s=ix
pounds and Hav and Acts ¢f Fushander
respectively and of and frowm nll Costs and
expenses which vou nr either aof rxoa muy he
nut unto by reason of any such Claim. Yan
mny send the money to me by a Banker’s
Bill at a Short Dnic.
Dated tha 30th day of December, 1833.
W, Chafy.”
TWhen Dr Chafy died he left the farm af
Sherifi’s Lench. and other property, to his
erandsan, the Rev.—atterwards Dr.—W. K.
TW. Chafy, who eventually hecames Rector

| of Rous Tench in 1881,

Later Tevants.

The farpt at Sheriff’s Lench was oceupied
I nur family until Michaelmas, 1876, then
i* was vacant for a vear. Harry Tace look-
ing nlter 1t accordineg tn instructions re-
erived from the landlord’s agent, Thomas
Shailer.

ner and celebrated tho ccegsion by having
a honfire, Willinm Briiton bheine sloctord to
shoot an effiry of Dr. Chafy during the pro-
ceedings. As Dr. Chaiy did nos own any|

1

(1).—C[., Tha Tithes of Sherifi’s Lench in
1845 (“Old Days,” “Tveshom Journai,”™
§ June, 1930). o

{3).—Dr, William Chafy, who died in 1813
aged 64, was Master of Sillney Suvssex Cal-
love, Cambridae, irom 1313 natil the time of
hicz denth. There is a memoerinl fo him in
the Collexe ante-chapel. and Henry Gin-
ning, in his Reminiscences, has a rood
denl to sav concernine him. porticularls
during ithe time of his unpouuiar Vice-
Chanceilorsinkp of the TUnlyersiey.

—



In 1877 1t was taken—at a reduced rent—
by Benjamin Bomford, of Pitehill, wha kept
it ghour two years. n the dreadtully wet
season of 1879 «this was the only farm, of
lne many Le then vecupied, where the sheep
did not go rotten.

Later on Benjumin Smithin, whe had re-
turned to the Manor I'arm, occupied it for
11any years. .

Atter Henjamin Smithin’s deatl the farm
was cceupied suceessively by John Averill,
J. E. Clarke and C. H. Reowberry. The pre-
sent owner and oceupier is W. D, Plant.

Tee MaNor ARy, SuerIFs's LENCH.

Atter John Edwin's deatl, the Wianalls
lived at the Manor ITouse for a year or two
and occupieg the farm, Mr. Winnpall hav-
ing married one of the daughters of the
late owner, and Miss Ldwin lived with them.

Mr. Winnall came from Herefurdshire: his
family at one time owned the farm at
Harvington, which at a mueh later period
was occupied by Frederick Piek.

Benjamin Smithin took the farm from the
Winnalls in 1845, and after many years left
Sherifi’s Lench, for a time living at Duom-
bleton. He returned fo his original farm in
the early ‘eighties, and speunt his last days
thwre. His sons gave up the farm in 19086,
sinecg when my son, J. C. Bomford, has
farmed it.

Doe-Erxser, BRAER,

In my boylicod there used to be 8 num-
Ler of small pieves of Woodland pt Sheriti’s
lench that by dezrees were stocked up,
There was ouz which I did not mention when
writing Part I of these reminiscences. This
was Dop-Kennsl Brale,

This Brake was situated near the Liltlo
Orchard, and the ground it used to occupy
1s now included in the Lawn, How it gained
ite nnme I never heard, but one ineident
always conneeted with it in my mind con-
cerued a dog.

For a number of years during the early
part of miyx father’s ovcupntion of the tarm
he had & big dog named “Ponto” (I remem-
ber him). One of the first tales T heard ahout
“Tonto” was that he had once bitten my bro-
ther Joe when a small ¢hild, the nursemaid
having foolishlr put him on the dog’s bacl,
Later on the deg was suspected of WOrey-
ing sheep, on whose farm I do not Lknow.
The charge. was never proved, but he con-
finued under snspicion ang was eventualls
killed by my father's orders, Willinm Cress.
well hanging him in Dogz-Kennel Brake.

Tre Rar-CarcHER.

Jack Matthus, or Matthews, was woll-
known from Evesham ta Pershore. When I
was a child he was in his prime and used
t come periodically to kill rats, armed with
a stick weizhted with lead, He would never
go througl the hrakes and plantations when
the sun was shining, without the sticl: in
hand, ready to kill the snnkes and “ ethers ™
(adders) which were so nnmerous in those
days. ITe used to hrine n ferret or two ani
put in the ricks to drive ot the rate.

Matthews was paid aecearding tn the anm-
her of rats killed. and when eountine fhe
bidies e wanld alwnyve point gut 1ha un.
usual size of (he fervel and estimnte v $hot
means how manv it had prebablv epten. e
was very <poriing choaracter and thnonaht
hy some to he a poacher, for scmeone. pro-,

-
i
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bably a keeper on the Holland estate, when
calling at his cottage, Lad once rcung him
a4 o wal consisting or fowl »md rabbit.

Tan Huxrs or Hiut Constox,

Benjamin Hunt at one time kept the ferrf-
boat at Iludbury, where lis wite met with
her deuth accidentally in a tragic manner,
leaving two children, Anne, afterwards Ars,
l.yes, of Al Lench, and Georee, 1Iunt mar-
ried aguin later and there was a second
tamily, Benjamin and Henry Leing two of
the suns.

After leaving the ferry, Benjamin Hunt
had a farm of & hundred aeres at Hill Com-
mon—uow generally called 1lill Iurze. e
was a tall, big, Lony man angd when elderly
becume miueh bowed. Lle wus a very good
neighbour to my father and ench accommo-
dated the other; always most kind and hos-
pitable, if ever he met any member of Dur
tamily mnear his house, le would gay
“Come in sl have a bit of bread.” If the
invitation was accepted we rfound the
supply, according to the demands or such &
small eompany, excessive, I have often seen
& spread ¢ this; A loaf of home-made
bread probably weighing five pounus, a iarge
skim-milk cheese, a large ham and @ joint of
pig meat, with howme-brewed beer for thuse
whe could take it,

On tlhe oceasion of our family visit to the
Metropolis in 1851, for the Great Exhibition,
we met Benjamin Hunt's brother, whe was
a butler in a Loncdon mansion, nnd made the
acquaintance of the latter's son, Tom. Tom
HFlunt wus a smart young man who cloimed
to know every street in f.ondon, and volun-
teered to be our guide during our visit. *“ Put
away vour maps,” he said, and tovching his
foreliend he proudiy added, “ Here is the
man of T.ondon!”

Posran DeLrveRries.

In my early days letters were not delivered
by a postman at Sherif’s Lench, but they
were sent to Norton on certain days to Shee-
malker Stanton’s house, which stood not far
from the chureli; there was a2 yvew-tree in
the parden, Stanton had the post ofice, and
was responsihle for seeing That letlers got ta
their proper destinntions. For many years
Teddy New walked {rom Evesham and car-
ried the letters to Stanton’s.

Un a Tuesday someone was sent from
Sherifl’s Tench to fetel the letters from
Norton, beeause that was the dar when
“Bell’s Weelkly Messenger” arrived. It often
fell to my lot o do this just at one period.
My father always read the paper first, and
then Mr. Smithin saw it. Later' = daily post
was delivered, «

“ Cros.”

I always took a keen interest in the horses
oc the farm at Sheriff’s Tench. snd remem-
bered particulars of all {he collis bred there
during the vears it was occupied by our
family. A Jong line of cart-horses was hred
{rom a mave ™ Cluly,* that my father bouzht
from Willinm Sargeant in 1823.

I remember “ Club? well: il was through
ane ol the lutrat of lier colts nnmed
“Brown”—a kicker—that T have traced the
descent of many harses at Sherifi's Lench
and at Atell Lenel, ineludine all the lorses
but one now owned and werked br my two
sung, G. ¥. Bomiord, Harvinzton, who oceu-




angd J. C. Bnm-

pies the Ale¢h Lench farm, _
sheritl's Lench.

topgd, at (he Alanor Parm,
Tur Posy.

In 1848 my uncle, Joln Huoghes, of Alces-
ter DParl farm, baving bought a nay named
“ Pripnee,” wished to dispuse ot thy pomy
ho huad been using for a time. ‘The pony
named “ Pollie”” was six yeurs old, and 1u
colour was practically black with a brown
muzzle. She was taken to Pershore Iair,
and as no vnurchaser was fortheoming my
fatlier bowght Ler shortly afterwurds for
about £12 .

ALy brother Joe and I knew something of
the pony as we paid frequent visits to Alces-
ter Lark, and with our coustn Ben hadl
talken turns in rwding her, She was twelve
Lands in height, very fast and most '
cult to catch. She took only ten minutes to
gat {o Ateh Lench from Sherill’s Lench, As
we lhad had no mount previonsly we had
11 saddle to use, so it was arranged for the

ony to be tulien to Eveshumn fo be measured
for a saddle.

It fell to my lot as lhe younger of the
two—I was then in my eleveath year—to
undertake this errand, With only a hbridle
on her, I started off, riding “Pollie” bare-
back, and liad many adventures before the
double journecy was finished. In Ashtree
Pieco I slipped off but managed to get on
again ata gate, In Lenchwick she was much
excited by Billy Sargeant’s havley-carriers,
wlio made a yreat noise, so ““ IPnllie” got on
tn the rather hich path onposite lhe Pound
and threw me, to the great amusement of
tho men—but I did not loose ler. When
gaing dawn Greenhill, I was jeered at and
threatened by two road men heeause I was
riding on the path, which made me fexr that
I should bhe thrown into prison!

At lust I arrived with the panv-at Tay-
lor’s fnear Averill’s shop) in High Street,
and measurements for the new <addle were
duly taken. after whieh T started on my
homeward journey, Benjamin Ashmore and
Robert Lunn, of Norton, happened to he
driving home together just in ['I'Dllt of me,
and ther teased me by making a noise to
excite the pony, and she daghed madly after
them ag far us Lenchwick Bottom. wiere I
was thanlkful that our ways parted.

Tar Horss THRESHING-MACHINE.

In the ’forties the horse thresning-much
ine was used. This employed six norses,
four being nsedq together, while two rested:
the horses had 1o keep on poiny jound and
round. On one oceasion I had an unplea-
sant experienca for, meeting the horses, I
was caught hy the spindle, was knocked
down and fell at the feet of ™ Drummnier,”
a young horac. 1le dragmed back and would
not go on, thus saving my life.

I* rememlier another incident ronnecter
with tbhis kind of threshine-mucline, My
father happened to call at the Handgnte
Farm fo spenk to Mr. Chance, nad he snw
what happennd and afterwards {old me the
tale. Benjomin Harwond. one of tha men
empleyed, got too nenr the mnehine. his
coat was catght and ho wus in  greac
danger of bheing killed. Tortnunately hie
clothes gave way and he was liberated. All
his clothing was forn  to <hreds  hy  the
machino, and he wns thanktu] lo go home

ITn lived near the I1Iill Bern in a cotfage
long sinens pulled down, .

Harwool hiul four sous, Josepir, Wiiliam,
Thumas aud George, wil of wiwm buve leti
desceadants. Three of the sons remained 1n
the Leuelies, but 'icorge weub to Aldin,ton,
and was very usetul to the late drtviour H.
savory, who deserrbed him o Lis moest m-
tervsling account ol Aldington, 1n *“Gramn
and Clhalf trom an Bnglish Manar”.

I knew all these men well, but perhaps
Joseph the best, ns I eama in contact with
him wost in wmny early dava. He lived in tho
Louse ub my grandfather’s at Ateh Lenew.

Tona Pnice or WHEAT,

Once in the ecarly ‘fortics, when the pries
of wheat was very high, [ remember heing
present when Wiilinm Holder and William
Uresswell were putting arsepic on the seed
corn—as was then usually done. Onse of
them said to the othaer: “If evar the price of
this,” putting his hand on the wheat, “rises
tn £2 a bag there will be wars in England
and ftle streets will run with blovd.”

(RIPSIES.

I think that during the first half of wy
lifs thers were more gipsies to be seen in
this mneighbourhood than in more recent
times.

Looking back it seems to me that a1 en-
campmient of gipsies mnear Drick-Kiin
Meadow, or by Husley’s zarden in the Hand-
road, was of very frequent cccurrcuce, and
oceasionally they encamped much nearar
Atch Lench; once I remember their be-
ing by the first ash-tree in the House-ground
hedge. When staying here with my grand-
father, and alse later, as long as we head
the farm at Sheriff’s Lench. T was j1equently
going from Atch Lench to Sheriff’s Lench or
vice versa, and I noticed thet whatever haur
it happened to be of thp day ur even late
into the night, T never passed a gipsies’
camp withont being asked the time by scme
of them.

In wet seasons wlhen we lost larze num-
Lers of sheep from the Rulke, gipsies nften usead
to roms and try to beg the bodies which vwere
being skinned. On one oceasion wien some-
one replied hy saying they wera ireing kept
for the sheep-dogs, eto., the gipsy quickiy
retorted : “There are some {:‘:‘;'a.llejf,_:;,;l:‘ﬁl dogs,
master, that would be glad of them.”

Gies, Doo-canrs, axD SOGIABLES,

In the enrly years of the 19th century the
ordinarv reads in rural districts were as a
ruls very bad, becnuse they were soft and
ensily cut up hy any sort af tratfic. conce-
quently a farmer seldom kept a vehicls in
whiceh to travel to market or elsewhere. but
rode on horse-back, and when accompanied
by his wife or a daughter would vse lue pil-
lion—Dbut that was before my day. As the
years went by moro effort was uade to at-
tend to the vowds, and in consequence thev
began to itmprove somewhat, and wheeled
trafic inereased. I do not know when gigs
firet camo intn nse, bnt I think thex wers
rauaral thronehont the ‘thirtics, nlthough the
u-e of the saddle nne was still continued
lareely. Tn tha middle of the century fdog-
earts apneared. My father-had the first in
(lis parzh. having honeght it aboul 1832 at
Charles Jnekson's (Cold Comtort) sale. Wil-

wrapped in Miss Chance’s Sunday cloak.| lianm Heath owned and drove the first dog-




cart geen in this neighbourhnod. ﬁe lived [

at Abbot’s Saliord wnd eccupied the favin
on the Salford-Hall estate, beld for many
yeams by cihe Willinw dwith Tamty,
Anotlier conveyance belonging to the past
was the sociable; this was a commodions
covergd vehicle, in wlhicl, during the ‘tif-
ties, ‘sixtics, and early ‘seventies, wany
tamily-parties drove on Sundays to Church.
and on other oceasions to the simple socinl
patherings that used to give much real
pleasure to old and young in those days.

Farn Sares.

In my fime I went to many farm sales.
The first T ever attended took place in the
early *forties, perliaps 1841 or 1842, nt Church
Lench, at the Manor Farm, in a field just
hehind the house—Perks was the outzoing
tenant. I went with my father, who was ac-
companied by Benjamin Bomford, junr.,, of
Atch Lench, later of Pitehill, who was not
guite grown-up — he was born in 1523, The
Inst sale I attended was at the Church
Yarm, Chuwich Iench, when E. J. Aston
was giving up the farm in 1922,

Heoees axp HEDGERS. _
 In the ’forties and ’fifties the hedges in
this parish were in good order: a certain
number on each farm would come in for
cutiing each year, zither being “laid” as
thier are to-day, or “hozged” ;— i.e., cut off
without pleaclhing or '“ethering.”  Crop-
ping was not proetised until n lnter date
when haud-threshing, etc.,. had censed to
occnpy &0 much time. The hedgers, as a
rule, carried heme a little kid (faggot) when
returaing fo «inner. The thorm kids were
convoyed to tho farmstead and wused for
heating the bread-oven. My grandrather
used to hurn onc on the hearth in the back
kitchen every morning when he came in
from locking at his colts in Hipton MHill,
or ulsewhere, befors anyone else was down-
stairs.

Among the many good  hedpers in the
Lenches. William Cresswell excelled, and a
good many of his descenclants have been—
and zome still are—note( for their skill. In
those old days it was customary for every
shepherd t possess hedging ploves, etc., and
abrays to be ready to stop gaps in  hedges,
and so prevent sheep from going astray.

. BArTI-BURNING.

This was practised more or less at Sherift’s
Lench from 1833 to 1876 for the sake of
ootanine “ballast™ to fill up hollows in
the yards, and where possible to set a fall
for rnoisture, also to mend or make field
roads,, _ '

James Sparrow, of Church Leneh, was an
exvert at this work, also his brother, Henrr
Spiaroyw, and both were good drainers. Later
Hoenrye 8parrow hecame o well-sinfer. infdeed
one of the Dest kunown in this distrier.

The last carth-burning done at Ateh Lench
was in 1850 when Charies Sparrow, son of
James, roadman for seme vears in his ald
age, bhurit some in Pitchill Hill,

Goixg 70 CHURCE.

VWlen at Miss Carbitt’s school at Chureh
Lancl ar werkly hoarders from 1841 1o the
emg of 18L&k my bLrother Joe and I, with
otiter pupils, were somelimes taken to
chnren, It must bave been o cerviee on a
week-day that we attended, as we always

returned home on the Saturday ang went
back 10 echool on the Monday.

On these occasions we sat with Miss Cor-
biut du tho pew tuat was regarded as belong-
ing to our lamily, as it was connected in
some way with the farm at Sherifl's Lench.
The pews were then ligh-backed and had
doors. They were replaced by mudein ones
when the ehurch was restored in 1852, My
chief interest iu the service was recing
Charvlie Meadows in the choir, for his Lhome
was at Sierill’s lench and I knew Mim.
This must lLave been betore he began to
work for my father; he wuas working ior us
when he was twelve and I was sis, and I
remember thinking thut he was double 1oy
age.

LiyeRILss. )

At Bherifi’s Lench there were limekilns
used on our farm up to 1850 inm the Lime-
Kiln Ground and the Barn Ground, the
stones burnt being found in those fields.
Roberv Stanford was the man who looked
after the Lilns. o

Lime was put on the land; some was kold
to other farmers and prohably some was
sold ror bnilding in the neiglhhourhood. At
Church Lench there was a 'Lhmekjln. in T,
Y. Tovey’s King TIill, where the stone waas
found. Jobn Newman was cmploved at the
kili, which was used up to the ‘eighties. At
an earlier period, John Tovey, the maltster
wha alse had a farm, uzed to sell lime, but
I do not know where his kiln was situated,

There was mo limekiln at Ateh Lench
within my remembrance, but plenty of the
blue stone snitable for making lime was
found, besides other places, in the Tap Com-
mon, Knight's Leusow, and Brown’s
Ground, bevond the ditch. The {founda-
tions of most of the oldest of the cottages
in Atch Lench, and also the greater purt of
their immense chimneys, were probably
made of this local stvne, nlso scme of the
wnlls in the parish. C s

[There wns evidently a limekiln at Atch -
Lench at an earlier date which was worked
by the brothers Joseph, Thomas and Ben-
jamin Bomford, for in Josepl’s accounts in
1812 a third of the limekiln expenses (&1
19s. 4d.) is included in the amount which
Thomas owes him. F.E.B.]

BRICcKEARDS.

In the first balf of the 19th century any-
one in this neighbourhood wanting hricks
obtained them from a loeal brickyard.

There was a brickyard belonging to Atch
Lench before my day, which iurnished the
bricks for this house (Ateh Lench Aanor
Touse) built in 1807—9 for my grandfather,
also for the chapel in 1820, aud no doubt
for other buildings in the loeality. Tiles
wera \alsp made there. The field whers
these bricks, ete, were made is still known
as Driclk-kiln Meadow. The loads of bricks
were bronght along an ancient lane through
fields, now forming part of those fields: it
is_mentioned in qld recnrds,

I never heard of any brickyard at Chureh
Lenel, At Sheriff's Leneli there was a
brickyard on our farm_ where bricks and
tiles werp made, 1lie kiln being  worked
until abomt 15861, Dobert Stanford was the
briek-maker for many years.

At Hill Turze there was a brickyard,
worked up to.the “filties Ly Benjamin
Hunt,
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[Quile recently John Allem, senr., of
Church Lench, ﬁas guven 1ap inlormition
about the hrickyard at Ab Lench lottom
on_the tarm occupied by John Lovey. Lhis
was workaed long awo by the Collinves, who
afterwards left and went to Ruadrord,

At Ah JYench Ilotiom a young girl wis
one of those cmployvd, lier work L:einf,I; to
carry the c¢lay to the brickmaker. I.15.13.]

Some Cnorcn Lesci Fasuuwa.,

Ilaving lad my home in the simae parish
duvrinyg the whola of 1y Jong life, T have had
nnusual opportunitics el knowing particu-
lars about the other inhabitants, L have
known four gemerations in a considerable
‘mmnber of the families, five in some cthers,
and in one or two as many as slX geupra-

tions. .
““he families in the parish T have known
best, perhaps, aro the Sparrows, Cresswells,
Hirwoods, Hallards and Dllisons.
" The Ellisons, snme of whom have gepera]ly
boen smallliolders, have owned and epueu-
ied a gronp of half-timbered entinages at
The Low, Cliurch Lenel:, for ahout ane hun-
dred and fitky vears, pevhaps longer. Tha
first member of the [amily known to me was
‘Johin Lllison. IIe wus followed by his son,
"William (often called "“Farmer” to_rlis-
Jinguish him from another William Elli-
sonn in Clhiureh Lenel, wio was not rzlated).
Williazn LEllison married ° Marvia Clarcke,
whosa parents lived in part of (Le old furm
honse 1n the centre of Lhe village.

Their son William, now lives at The
Low, and is well aver S0 yvars ¢f age. He
began work as a plough-boy for my grand-
Jfather.

I was chosen as exccutlor and trus{ce by
Willinm: Ellison, senr., and as his will was
rather unusnal I had a gond deal to da
with the family for a number af years.
CWilliam and Maria Fllison died on Lhe
same day, at the end of Jannary, 1831, anel
as 1 wus exeentor [ uttended Ulie <ouble
funeral, followine the two eailins from the
Low to tho church; it was hitterly cold and
& deep snow lay on the wround.

tichard Elison, tho clilest <on, went to
live at InklLerrow: he. like some others in
the family, was an excellent woodsman. So
.fond was he of the woods thnt when he was
dying, not many years agzo. he asked Libat
a -kid ([agzot) should be placed on his
coflin, Jlenring of this request, Aifred Bal-
lard, of Chureh Leuch, one of his old
-fr_:en:ls: who had ai‘tm worlked in Lthe woods
wilh Lim, cut a miniature kid and placed
.lt_on the coffin.

Uservr. Mrex.1x Cnrnen Lexcn
A Coytony Aco.

A century ugo there wore in this parish
several men whosa work mara them very
‘useful to the loenlity; their position was
11'.:1111;21(;1 :Il[‘.‘crm}t{[;rom that of the omlinary
L rers, and they woeree afton addresse
‘as-“ Master.” Master T'hamas Farre Iiv.l'etl [L!:.lli:
Poplar Cot, and oceupicl tour or five acres
of grotud, part of whivh he cultivaled.
Ilo Lkept some stock—a cow or two, and
pigs—and oceasionally he wonlil buy a pen
of ewes and breed a'few lambs, Somelions
he hought a pleck of wond at tha wood
s:liliL;:;}‘JIt: u;:l\s doeirpenter, capable of re-

and sometim : ing
'apn’ﬁuildiugs, ete. S ap easimciug

Sherill’s Lench: Benj. Smithin ...

Tne DBrACKSMITIN _

Joln Lulloek was tho Dblacksmith nt
Cliurelt Lencli. 1lo was bLig wwl strong and,
thouuh nut estraordinary tor lis cralts-
manship or skill, wuas a lrustworthy man.
e owned the house whero he lived and
tha snuthy hard by. These were situated] vn
tho lerl-bdud side of the rather steep road
leading to tha centre of tho village, and
near thern were two or threo other cottages
lony sice vaunished: the pump which used
lo serve the oceupants is still to be scen.

When ] lirst knew Church Lenel, the
piece of ‘land bLehind ‘theso dwellings and
their gardens was a soiall-holdinyg Lelonging
to two old Dbrothers named UGireen, who
lived in thn two cottages near the footpath
in tho Cruit. '

John Unlloek shod all the farm horses
in the purish, generally by contract, mak-
ing all tho shoes required. The prices
varied in contricts, because on somn farms
the slioes lasted much lenger than  on
others; 1f the Lorses did nor go on hard
roads when proceesling to aud 1rom weork,
theres wers fewer shoes to bo made. There.
tore therp were cheaper rales for Jaosepa
Bomiord, junr., Sheriif's * Lench, than at
Ateh Lench {or Joseph Bomiord, senr.

No patent ecost-iron shares, ‘ete,, were
then 1ntrocduced, consequently the black-
smith mate shares and coulters ang re-
paired them when required. A plough-boy

rus frecuently employed in takinir them
to Lthe blucksmith and fetehiny themn bhack.
* Besides these operations, John Bulloek
did all ordinary repairs to tools and
implements. Perhaps his zreatest work was
making lavgo iron sculfles to work rough
fallowsa, requiring four horses to draw,
and equal lo facing the roughest ground.

My grandlather,  Joseph DBomford, my
great-uncles, ‘'homas and Benjanun, and
my father each had wne of thes:; no clay
furmer in the neighbourhcod swas con-
sideredd properly equinped without a seuyle,
before steam cultivation was introdueed,

A Comeararive Cexsus or ITorsrs.

If 'a census of horses had been taken
from time to time it would be tound that
the numbers kept in a parish like this have
sunk very much since the days of which
[ am writing. Lhen there were more Lhan
twice as many as there are now, not allow-
ing for thoso at Ab Lench, #s it was not
included in Lhe parish then.

In the “forlies the numbers, as I remems-
ber them, were as follows:—

s 20

Joseph llomford jumr. 29

Atch Lench: Josepli Bomford senr. ... 10
Thowas Bomford * ... ]
Benj. Bomford i we T
John Young P |

Church Tench: T. Y, Tovey
. [Church Farm) .. $
William Tovey
(¥Till Barn)
T. Chance
{1Iandeate Farm) .. 4
Jahn Tovey
(maltster & farmer) 4
.The Rector * .. . '3
0

xw

—. Franklin

ELE S gn

Total




The eabove is probably on under-estimate
of the number of horses then used in tha
parish, LU as vygsy, tberelore, to see that o
blacksinith never lacked work in those days.

[ Horses in tie parish of Cliurelr Lencl,
now including Al Lench, at the cend of 1942
sherill’'s Lench: J, G Bomtaord ...

W. b, Plant ...

R. H. Rowland

(''he Leasow)
H. K. Bomrord and
P. Bughes ...
G. F. Bowiorg] junr.
Cliurch Lench: J. B, Clarke
(Handgate IParm) ...
A, Powel]l {Church Farm)
A. J. Curnock (Hill Barn)
II. Parnell ...
V. Stock (Manor Farm)
H. E, Aston .
C.
Ji
H.

(o] n ~1

Atehh Lench:

Ballard and II,
Sliervington ...
Cresswell o e

Laight ...

. Young ...
Ab Lench: R. I. Hathaway (Spitten) ..,
ACHLGHL L.
W. G. Phillips (Manor Farm)

G. Stanley (Ab Lench
Bottom)

Total .. ..

F.LE.B.]
Tae WHEELWRIGHT.

George Brookes lived at the half-timbered
house between the Church and the Rectory
ard worked up a business us a wheelwright,
doing repairs rhiefly, His sons, Jee and
George, assisted him at one tine,

He was coften spoken of as “Justy™
Broukes because he was fond of using the
ward “just™ frequenily — in this way: “1
will use just a butt stick.” In hLarvest
time he put aside his wheelwright work an:
went reaping on our farm at Sherifi'e
Lench, as long as the sickle was used.

Any new wagon or eart required in the
parish was marde by Joseph Gilbert, of
Castle-street, Bengeworth, whose descend-
aat still ecarries on the ULusiness now 1e
moved to Eim-road in the same parish,

VWRESTLERS AND SHOEMARERS,

Master Arclier kept the “ Royal Oal,” a
beor house at Church lench on the Eves
bam Road, ang also did some tailoring,
mahing chiefly corduror trousers for the
working men. He had 2 son Ned, who was
good at wrestling., | remember when I was
ar schgol at Miss Corbitt's (J841-4), a little
ligher up the road, watebing 1] the vil-
lage people going to King Hill to sec Ned
drcher wrestle withh Henry Cresswell, a
very strong ¥oung man. one of TWilliam
Cresswell’s sons, I never heard how the con-
test ended.

Master Williamm Corbitt, the cordwainer,
was the village constable and also the parish
clerk. Iie lived al the Butts by the Town
TPool. and was for many vears the chief
shnemnlaar_' i the Lenches. He alwovs
bourht his leather at Dveshami. Afler his
deatly liis danehters kepl on the shremalk-
Ing husginess for a time, hiring o journey-
man to do the worl.

At & Juler periad Master Tienrv Greening,
who eame from the Beeliford district, setiled

L T RS L S SO VU ORI S |

g’lca

at Clureh Lench, and worked for manvy
vears as a shoemnlker. 1n 1877 he was leader
al a Little group of men  who started the
Chureh lench Ce-operative Society

Danyver IFAxiuies 1y tue LENCHES.

The Yoveys were connected with the
Ianches ror, I believe, about two tenturies,
but at the present time theres is mo one of
the name living in this neizghibourhood. I
have known a number of the jamily, and in
my younser days they were represented in
Church Lench, Ab 1ench and Itous Lench,
while 1t is Jnown that a very Jong time
ago some of the nawe lived at Ateh Lench,
glh_ere there is a field still called Tovey’s

ose,

When I was a small boy Thomas Yard-
ingron Tovey alrendy oceupied Church
Farm, Church Lench, and hg retained pos-
session of i1t until almost the end of his
days, in 1892, 1. T. Tovey had twou brothers,
Josenh and William; the latter being tenant
of the Manor lFarm, Church Lench, and
at anotlier time farming at Rous Leneh,
where he lived at the house occupied later
by Thomas Shailer. A s:ster was married to
—. Gibbs, of the Handegate Tarm. John
Tovey, a distant relative of T. Y. Tovey,
was a farmer and maltster at Church
Lench, having a considerable business at one
time. Ile vsed the malt Louse in the lane
which still goes by that name. He was the
father of Nathan—wlo in his prime was
thrown from his horse aod killed—John,
who farmed at Al Lench, and Thomas—
often called * Young* Thomag ‘Tovey to
distinguish him from T. Y. Tover—who
carried on the malting for a ftime, and
tarming, until ill-health compelled him to
retire. Thomas Tovey lived foi some years
in the old part of Bank House, the other
part being occupied by {he three Aliss
Taveys, who belonged to yet another branch
of the family.

John Tevey also had a daugliter, Eleanor,
who married Charles Tandy, of Al Lench.
TFor many years she and ner husband lived
with her brother Johu Tove; at 1he dManor
T'arm, Ab Leneh.

At Ab Lench during manv rvenrs of my
life' oue farm was oc¢cupied by the Tandy
tamily, and Epitten by the Partingtons, both
long conneected with the Lenches, Richard
Tandr and his brother, Charles, in their
vounyg days were passionately fond of hunt-
ing, but as their father kept only one saddle
nay, it was impossile for both to follow the
liennds at the same time on horse-back.
Neither was specially fond of early-rising,
hut on a hunting-dar beth would he up be-
times In order to get possession of the horse.
()n one occasion one of the vouny men rose
at what seemed to him a very early hour,
and proceeded to the stable, ouly ton find
?h:a]t Iuis brother was already on the horse’s
hnele !

Williain Partington had Spitten Farm at
Ab Tench for man- years, and after his
death his familv—two sons and three dnugh-
ters— kept it on for some time. Ther left
Al Teneh in the enrly Zeirhiies, Richard
Tandy giving up his farm the snme year.
John Partineton. Willinm's brother. ocecu-
nied the Grange Farni, Rous Lench. He was
o very fine man possessing a «plendil phy-
sinue and a hamdseme face. Tlis only son
was named Josepl, who also become 2 far-
Lier. -



Jooxy Heyivng: AN Iaruer I'ARMER.

- [Little can be written of John Ileming,
but it is known thuat lo lived at Ateh
Lenel in the 17th eentury and oceupied
land here. Ilis name hrst appears in the
Manorial Rolls in 1092, in connection with
the followinyg copyhold: " Une messuage
and three yard lands and halt o yard land
in Ateh Lench, Quit rent 20s. and 1s. Td. Yov
ono day's haymaking in Ifoniam (svmetimes
Homnian) Meadow and three hens yearly at
the feast of St. Audrew the Apostle.” (A
later record says “three fat hens.™)

It is difficult fo say exactly where this
land was situaled, but it is certain that the
day’s haymaking, which in earlier times
Lad to be done by the tenant of this copy-
hold, was required to be pertormed in what
is now known as Onion Pike Meadow, situa-
ted in Abbots dalford, on the estate of the
Eyston family. This meadow was, for some
obscture resson, in those days connected
with the Manor of Atch Lench, and 2 map
of the Atch Lench Wouds mads in 1777, now
in the writer's possession, has aon inset of
the said meadow.

It is recarded thut at the Court Baron of
the Dean ang Chapter of Westminster held
in and for the Mannr of Ateh Lench, on
Moy 11, 1713, William TD\'cif. senr. and
William Tovey, junr. survendered a certain
piece of land which they had occupied.
fr And afterwards at this same Court the
Lords aforesaid by their Depute oforesaid
granied to John Heming and Ilizabeth
Heming daughter of the aforesaid John
Ileming aged about twelve years or there-
abouts Hulf & Yard Land with the Appur-
tenances parcel of the premises aloresaid
and depasturing for 15 sheep and 1 cow in
the common called Low ang also a private
way for the aforesaid John and Elizabeth
Heming and their servants Irom time to
time with carts and carriages and all man-
ner of cattle ir and through a close called
the Over Close of the aloresaid William
Tovey senr., and William Tovey junr: . . .
having the Lane on the one side nnd a little
close of William Gold . .. on the other part
to and from the Close cnlled the Lower
Close and also the hedgerow rTound the
Tower Close (except the fruit growing co the
treey during the life of the said William
Tovey senr.) to have and to hold the atore-
said balf yard land, ete . . . unto John
and Elizgbeth [Heming for the term of their
natural lives . . .” The land here deseribed
is part of the feld, Tovey’s Close.

John Heming died in December, 1713,
and was bhuried at Church Lench. The tomb-
stone whiclh marked his zrave was unfortu-
nately removed at the time of the restoration
of the chureh in the middle ef the 19th
century, and disappearerl,

In 1716 Elizabeth Heming was granted the
tenamey of 1he conyhold ahove deseribed in
connection with John Ieming 1602, for her
widowhoad, Sha cied in 1755, having given
up the copyhold in 1736, in which wyear her
daughter, Illizabeth Bomford (late ITeming)
was also recognised as tenant,

Another copyhald, in 1720, wag rranted ta
Elizabeth ITeming the younger, doscribed as

follows :—“The mpessnnes and { neves of
land i Stoeking,  Wheallicla  (protalily
identical with Whitecrott), Golden Butts,

end Northeroft, with a commor and a parcel
in the lMurzes (now the Pasture and the
Long Pasture) in Atech Lench. In 1723 thas
Llhzabeth !lemang marred Thomas Bon-
ford, of Wyre.

I'he Hemings appear to hesve atleuded,
the services of the Buptist Cluyrech at 1Per-
shore, us the nawme of Mrs, lilizabeth Hem-
miny is to be found in a list of the regular
eontributors thers. ‘L'nomas Bomiord and
his relatives also worshipged at Pershore,
being pgenerous supporiers of the sume
culse*

Tre Boxrorps oF WyRE anD CROMWELLIAN
1'RADITIONE. T

The Bomfords, who had been living at
Wyre for suveral generations, were thorongh
Puritans, probably sympathising with the
Parliument in the great swuggle ““lfor faith
aund freedom” in the 17th rcentury,

There is a tradition which has been
handed down to the present gemeration of
the family, which is also believed to be true
Iy the inhabitants of TWyre to-day, that
Oliver Cromwell called at the farm home of
the Bomrords and received entertainment of
some sort, on his way to Worcester late in
August, 1651, A yew tree stands in the gou-
dlen nenr the house, and it is snid 1in Wyre
that ho sat vnder this tree—or tethered lis
horse thera, It alse used to be said that some
of his soldiers went into a field near by and
rested under a big elm {ree. There are no
elm trees left in the ncarest lield, but in
another just beyond and also mear the road
are several veteran elmg showing all the
murks of hoary age.

There is zlso a fradition that Cromwell
wrote a letter at the old farm house, and
that this letter is extant, hut so rar it
has not heen possible to prove if this is
correct.

The old house—now nsed ag fwo dwellings
—in which the Bomfords lived during the
17th and 18th centuries, and about thres
gquarters of the 19th ecentury, has no land
attached to it at the present time. Althougn
the hricks have mellowed with age, the ont-
sicdle of tha house does nat lock ancient, hut
the interior suggests days that are long since
past, the construction of the back premises,
cellar, ete., presenting a great contrast fo
modern huildings. It is only twelve years or
so sines a orate was fitted in the largest ot
the downstairs rooms, hefore which there
Ivns :lwln open chimney with a fire on the
1earth.

Hearye Boyronrn (1730-1828),

Thomas and Tlizabeth Bomford had six
children, three of whom were sons. Thomas
remained at Wyre and farmed the land his
father had occupied; Ebenczer lived in tha
nrivihourheod of Pershore; and Heming was
chnsen at an early age to ecome to Atch
T.ench. In 1752 Ileming Bomford was for-
mnlly recognised as tenant of the coprholds
at Ateh Teneh, alrendy deseribed, He was
then thirteen years of ace. . .

In 1770 Hemine Bomford married Eliza-
beth Chellingworth amd came to live at Ateh

£, . Bomford was a reacon of the echurch

at Abek Leneh fox 68 vears. -
<00 nlen “0Old Davs T and Around Tyes-

| ; - 3
Lawm,” “ Lyesham Jouroak™ 23 August,
1934,




Lench, in the 1all house which in modern
fimds las lawn ealled “The Fire.” Tt was he
who planted the 1w trees—two varicties
originally—round his home, having bonght
them from Ragley. Now only two or turee
of them remain, )

Mrs. Heming Bomford belonged to a family
long connected with Sambgourne in the
parish of Coughton, on_the Throckmorton
estute; the Chellingworths were yeomen at
Qumbourne in 1633, After a time an_uncle
of hers, John Chellingworth, came and lived
at Ateh Tench with her and her hushand,

Heming Bomford was industrions and cap-
able, and as the years went by he gradually
increased his husiness and his undertakings.
When e dicd in 1828 hie occupied the whole
manor of Alch Lench, except the copyhaold
hield by Thomas Brown, and several portions
of the woods. .

Before that date he had set up his five
cons as farmers, and had given a marriage
portion to his cnly daughter, Tlizabeth, who
married James Pearce, of Evesham,

John was established at Westmancote;
Heming jupior at the Sambourne farm con-
nected with ihe Chellingworths; Thomas,
the fourth som, wasnext set up at the Court

‘erm, Ateh Lench, in 1804, Josenh came to
this house, which had been newly built, in
1810, and had the land om this side; and
Tenjamin, who married in 1813, was giten
ossession of his parents’ home and the
and near it. while they retired to a small
house there to spend their remaining days.

Thourl lie had handed over the land to
be used and managed hy the three sous, old
Heming Bomford remained the holder of the
copics uatil bis death, agec 80, His wife
had died the previous year, aged 84, In his
will he left the small house for the use
of a minister, and the adjoining land for
a site for a chapel. He had remained true
to the faith of his fothers, worshipping for
many years at Pershore, and later in life
going to Evesham.

is three sons at Ateh Lench, in accord-
anee with' their father’s wishes, built the
chapel, continuing turoughout their lives
stauneh supporiers of the little cause, and
doing all in their power to serve themr day
and meneration, They were liked and re-
spected by all who knew them. F.E.B.]

Joserr Boarorp (1777-1858.)

Joseph Bomford, my prandfather, was 3
level-neaded man, and was somewhat more
enterprising than some others of his time.
Two of his undertakings showed that
he was tather bLold:—(1) The purchase of
the Ateh Lench woods, with the exception
of 20 acres. helonging to the owners of the
Salford Hall Lstate: (2) The taking of the
Sheriff’s T.ench farm of 500 acres for his son
Joseph, who was just grown un.

His brothers marvelled at these two
actiore: they thenght ths woods would Tin
anprofitable aud the large farm far too great
a tesponsibility. Josepk was from the first
most attached to lis woods. and took the
sreatest care of the “springs” as the voung
<honts wore ealted, that grew up after the
plecks had heen ecut.

In the davs whon the hark, ete. sold well,
the wonds. T {hini. lost nn manex, whilst the
inrm nt Sheriff’s Lenell. in the ecarlier years
that it was ocenpied by his eon, waga sound
husiness proposition,

It was very mnaturul that his
'T‘]:on]?q should he eantious, for his})rt?liiﬁeslt.:
son, I'homas junior, severnl years older than
his -cousin Joseph, lind been very unfortu-
rate at o darm at Solrord through fluods,

My grandfather was always kind in -his
bearing towards his grandchildren, whilst
Letween him and my father there was always
a perfect understanding.

Thourhk 1 pasved ro much time with him
1 do not remember that my grandiather ever

‘guid mueh reloting to his enrly days. Just

u few things stand out in my memory: —
1. He remembered the time when land

near the road {rom Fladbury to Wyrs was

practically worthless, not good for growing

Lﬁny crop, until roots had been planted
1ere.

II. The first time he ever did a day’s
work lie went to drive the team at plough
in Littlelow, and as he was a very little
bor e got exceedingly tired, so much so
that the man in charge of the horses put
him on'the back of the foremost for the last
few bouts. U'his must have been ‘beforc he
went to the Hev. Lawrence Butterworth's
schoo] at Evesham, which he was attending
in 1791. As his execreise books still testify,
there he learnt, among other things, to write
well, plainly and ornamentally, and to do
quite advanced work in arithmetic,

TII. When he was a school-hoy thero was
a Trenchman living at Evesham, a refugee
wlo taught French.

1V. ln his young days he had ridden
from Atch Lench to Bromszrove under {racs
all the way.

V. Thet all the corn pgrown by his
brather Thomas, the first year he was farm-
ing, was put In one rick, mainly wheat
tapped up with beans. When this was sold
it realizedl £400, and when he brought Lhe
money home he put it inlo his young wife’a
lap as she sat by the fireside. This must
have been about 1805.

. Lecria BoMPORD
Letitia Butler, daughter of Jeseph Bnfler,
of Alcester, ang atterwarrds of Astwood,
came to live at Atch Lench in 181§ on her
marriage with my grandfather, She was
small in staturs, but very energetic and
industrions, getting through an immense
amount of work, until ill-health lz2id her
low. I mever remember seeing her actively
engaged, as she was a_confirmed invalid fo1
about eight years and died in 1848. Before
her illness she swas an exemplary housewife,
amanr other things making much hutter
and cheese. She also used to spin Hax thread
which was afterwards woven-into rome sort
of fabrie. '
In ber work she was assisted by two maids
in the bouse, 'Two men used to “live in™
as well, one of whom worked on the farm,
the ofher spendinz part of his time in
duties connected with the house.
My prandparents belonzed to ‘a Book
Society at Aleester in the - early daye of
thoir married lite. and later they sub-
sorihed to the Institnte at Evesham. My
erandmother’s was the first pianoforte
hrought into this parish, in I1810.

CousTons Conszerep wirn TAE PERTODICAL
CUTTING OF WOODS,
Tt may Dbe of inlerest (o record the
methods employed in conpection with £ho
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* periodical tutting of woods in the Lenches
and district.

I remember distinctly what used to be
done in the lifetime of my gramifathet,
Josoph Bomiard, the owner of Alch Lench
Wood for a great part ot the first half of
the 10th century There are also in my pos-
session varions old notebooks contnining in-
formation on the subject. .

It was customary tor a wood sale to be
held annually and the aats of it was in
December, generally on or berfors thoe 21st.

A foreman was employed in the woods,
ons of his duties belng to mark out the
plecks to be sold, a pleck being a rectanyle
mensuring torty yards by thirty yards. The
houndarf of ihe pleck was shown by cut-
ting a lime of wood a foot or perhups 18
inches from the ground. This was called
“hapging out.” Sight sticks were put in
the hug, which could La seen all along the
pleck, und these remained until the bark-
peeling time, when they became Lhe per-
guisite of the men engaged in thnt work,

Any irregular pieces of woodlund or which
it was impossible lo muke rectanglvs, were
sold as halves or threequarters or plecks,
and were called ““pikes.” After the mlecks
were hapzed out the wondsman had to mark
in each pleck what were to be rescrved, Le.,
60 wittuns, which hag grown since the last
cutting, and four poles or bLlack barks,
which belonged to a rormer series. The
next thing to be done was for the owner
or someone appointed by him Lo make out
a valuation of the wood to be cut, for the
guidance of the auctioneer.

When the sale had been adverkised and
catalogues issued, anyone interested might
g0 to the wood to examine the plecks to be
otfered, but as a rule it was not until the
sala day that would-be purchasers repaired
to the wood. The time of the sale wus per-
lLiaps 4 p.m., and for many years it was held
at New Inn (then really am inn), the auc-
tioneer heing George 'Uredwell, of Evesham,
After the denth of mv srandmother 1mm 1848
the sale took place ut this house, my grand-
father's home. It was customary for all the
purchasers to he entertained by my grand-
father afterwards, thie fare bemmy substan-
tial though not presenting mueh variety, as
it generally consisted of a round of beef,
vegatables and cider, foliowed by pipes and
tobacco.

After the sale any purchaser was,allewed
to begin cutticg, but a certuin order had
to be observed:

I. The first class of wood reguired was
something to mwake into bands, which were
always in good demond to tie vp kids, cut
in the wood or elsewhere. These wers withy,
gally (sallow), oak, or hagel,

1[. Next to be cut was the hrushwood
which was made into kids or sometimes,
Af it was blackthorn, mighit be cut long and
reserved for feneing or to put vound frait
trees, called ““long-iniled” Dblaclthorn.
Sometimes instead of bills, axes were used
when founrd more serviceable,

IIL.—At thiz point kids were mado and
pot-sticks, rods and props selecled from
the wnod whiceh liad heen placsd in a
“Lury’ (beup). llop-poles, muinly ash,
might be set aside, bué if fonund teo crooled
for that uso they woukl Lo uselful {for
JJburdle-making.

IV. After this thera remained the wit-
lows aud the black barks wlueh bad not
been mavked for reservatioun, but the pur-
clitsers were not allowed (o bemm felig:
until the time tor the pecline or ths barik,
wlueh was always reserved by tho owners
oI Lhe woods.

Bark-pecling was a scusoual occupation,
having always to be upudertuken when the
sup was running, probably in lats May or
early June. The lust lLark-pecling done in
thiz paricsh wag done abuut 1919 in Qld
Yewell; iv must bLe lebween thirty ang
[orty years ugo sineg any was undertaken in
Atel Leneh Wood.

In & boplk giving results of sales from
December 15th, 1826 to December 14th, 1834,
are to bs seen the figures representing the
valuation, and on the oppusite page Lhuse
of the prices made of the plecks. IP the
fotals are compared it is sevn thac thev are
often near each other, but almost alwayvs
Ei:le prics realised is greater than the valua-
ion.

Many names wellknown in the parish
are to be seen lierein, as well ns soma from
a greater distunce, ns purchasers of piecks.
Amony these are Thomus Allen, the fathec
of John Allen, senior, I think, whosa name
comes in at a later date). Thomas TFarr,
Thomas Brawn, John Collett (Brst of thot
name at Atch Tenel), William Corbitt,
John DBullpek, Benjamin Harwood, John
Young, William Dllison, of_ the Low. also
Join Tllison, his father. Wiliam Holder,
Willinmn Hnxtay, John Tenia, . Chenen
(the Ilandzate TFarm), Garfield, Samuel
Day, (Tather of George Day), Geerge Brookes,
Willinm Aston, Willlam Tandy, Henry
Cresswell, Joseph Newman, Jas. Pestrid_e,
AMoses Jones, of Harvington (a joboing-
gardener), who wused to work for my
grandfather. At a later date other anme-
appear. such as John Gacdner, Thomus
Ballard (later well-kmown as a graiten),
Henry Greening, William Pestridge, ete.

The tollowing names are mentioned in
connection with the different parts of Atch
Lench Woml;—

The Hundred Pound Wood;: Balloe Hill
Waood: The Waste; The Pasture; Weooil-
cock Thorn; Grassy Wood,.

Bavr, I'ieio,

Rall is a wvery rouch pasture field at the
south-east corner of this farm, anr has lonz
been altached to another much Jarger fieid
culled HMipton Hill, part of which is occu-
pied by a brake of oaics, The fleld consists
mainly of a very steep elope down to a
Jittle hrook which comes from the Leasow
Farm, YWhen T used ta stay with my grand-
father, some earrinn Crows SOmMevimes
built their nest ip one of the older trees.
and I have known the time when ‘he crows
reeked nut the eyes of very young lambs
there. .

On one side of Ball is a field /a1 TIarvino-
ton parish, and on tha seuchern side of that
is a field in Norton parish. I knew someone
who onca stood in Church Tench parish,
shat a partridge in Warvingion parish, and
the 1;:.irr[, whichl wae ou the wing, droppxi
i Norwon perish.

Charles 'B];lx llard, senin?, of Church Toneh,
when an old mun, lold me that whex ha
was a.liltle_boy.he saw whent heing, harves-




ted in Ball and carried to the rickyard

In the early autumn of Lhe year 1847, my

liere; in the Toad he picked up a sheaf that| grandfather Treceived the following letter

had tullen from one ol the loads<. 1u {hose

oys every sheaf wuas  valuable, so ke
brought it to this house and pave it to oy
grandiather. ''his would probably be not
later than 1820, as Charles BLallard was
born in 1810, The highly ridged lands are
still to be seen i1n some parts of Ball,

Harriers at Parr HaLr.

Thurp wus no pack ol fox-hvuands in this
nelghbeourhood in the carly part of my
lite, but a gentlemuan living at Park Hall,
Saliord, had a pack of harriers and occa-
sionally hunied them by arrangement at
Sherift's Liench, and pessibly ut otler places,
Ltoo. I recollect seecing them on our jarm.
In 1846, when on the way to Weston-super-
Mare with my father and unecle (Heming
Bomlord of Dunnington), I distinctly ve
rnuember that they spoke of the BMaster of
thils paek of hurriers, as they expected to
see from ihe train the house where he lived
aifter leaving Park Hall.

Cmer axp Croer IfiLns,

When I was a hoy, and in fact until past
the middle of ths 19th century, there were
a number of stone cider mills, turned by
herses, in this neighbourhood whers much
cider was made.

Every tarm in the parish was well sup-
plied with cider apple-trees and perry pear-
tiees, plunted in huodgerows as well as in
crchards. Mauy of the olg trees by the roads
have already Jisappeared, and as no young
cnes ares planted 1 thelr stead they will
soon vanish entirely.

I believe that in all the older orchards
Lhe stocks of both apple- and pear-trees weve
obtained from the woods in  the parish
where they grew naturally.

_ There was an excellent cider 1mnill at Atch
rench, at my great-unele Benjamin’s farin-
stead, at which for many years all the
Fruit was ground for this parish, as there
wae no mill at Sherifi’s Lench ar Church
Lench.

_ There was 2 cider mil] on Richard Tandy's
Iarm at Ab Lench, and there was alsov one
at Rous Lench.

(About two pots of fruit were put inte the
miill at a time and after being crushed were
f.ake-;l out and put in a press which squeezed
the juice out. 1t was possible to make about
four hogsbeads o day (100 gallons=1 hogs-
head), 3s. 6d. being charged per hogshead for
malking.

_Willinm Illisen, of Church Lench, in
November, 1833, supplied the particulars
within these brackets.

_ At was quite 2 Jong business to sce to the
drawinyg of the cider on a big farm in the
days when every worker had his allowance.

The hottles generally userd were of wood
wade like Larrels on o small seale, mith
an iron handle attoched, The drimkin:-
vessel veed was always a horn,

The cider-maker, John Collett, came from
Badsey, and, settling in the village, mar-
il a young woman namerd Hiteh, helong-
1ag to a familr long resident in Atel) Loneh,
JLhe grardson of Lnis couple. alse a John
Callett, occupies the house where they lived.

A WESTMINSTER Ammy axp Aten Luxem,

. The manor of Ateh Leneh  helonged to
Westminster Abbey for tlirce cenurios,

1o the Abbey Chapler Clevk :—

“Sanctuary, Westminster,
Deptember 13, 1847,
S1in,

I'he Dean and Chapter of Westminster
Abbey buing under +he necessity of making
i i'a.}l of Tuanber in conscquence of the ex-
lensive reparations regmuved 1 the Abbey,
arve desirpus of cvonsulting your wishes, as
far as possible, with reguard to the timber
growing ou the estates ield by you of the
College.

I am ordered, therefore, to request you
to point out to their agent, Mr. Castree,
any particular trees of an ornamental
noature, which youn wish not to be felled.

I have the honor to be

Sir,
Your very obedt. servant,
G, G. Vincent,
Clapter Clerk.
Joseph Bomford, Tsg.”

I remember the ocrasion when the timber,
here referred tc, was felled and other par-
ticulars about 1t. Oak trees were cut down
in the Meadow and were afterwards drawn
by my grandfather’s tenm to DBengeworth,
where they were sawn up at a saw-yard,
hetore being sent on to Westminster, I knew
the saw-yard well, as my Lbrother Joe and I
used to pass vear it when walling by a field
path to The Elm. where we weént to see a
relative. I thinlk this must have been the
last timne that timber was felled here in this
way.

[It will always make Aich I.ench pecple
proud, '“to the last syllable of recorded
time”’, to remember that timber which grew
liere was used to repair \Weslminster Albey,
that Tustorie huildinz swhich for almust a
thousand years has been so closely connec-
ted with the national lile of Tnpland. —

I'EEB]

“OLp Browx ” Axn meE Flacarrrs.

As long age as I ean remember Thomas
Drown lived at Atelh Lench, in an old half-
timbered house, and oceupierd 3} acres of
land, mainly pasture, with a few apple-
and pear-trees growing here nud there. This
place he had evidently inberiled, and it
may have been copyhold. It eventually be-
came freehold, and was sold after his daugh-
ler’s cdeatin in the early ‘eighties to Edwin
Grove, an Evesham matket pardener.

Oli Brown was over ninety when I first
remember him and he lived, T Lelieve, to
hias YGth year. His daughter Itehecca, and
her husband, Tmmanuel Ilaggitt, lived
with him. In disposition, he was marvel-
lously guarrelsome and selfish, and if ever
Ihe felt himself a lvser ithrewgh anvone's
action he was most vindictive, The hedges
soparating s lang] from that of his neigh-
buurs were constantly a cause of strife. No-
one could erop them to his liking, while
the fruit trees in the  hedgerows were
alwave elnimed by him.

Ol Tivown hacd been 2 very strong man,
ITe told mo thit onec, when in his prime, he
miet some of the stronyg men of Ehie parish,
amd there was a eontest in carrving weights
i Sguire Bdwin's Larn at Sharifl's Lench,
Whoen their number was pwiiced to two,
Brown won by carrying on his  back one



ocl (=16% lbs. net weight) in addition {o
E}m theoe Ij.a,gg of Leans*=385 Lbe, plus 12 Lbs,
ior Lhe vaps wiicl lus rival had sucecetdled
gin buuring, thererots e welght he carrted
was LLSY Ibs. Wl rnnuer-up was John
Ed¥in s brother, Willun uwin, of Clhiuren
Leneh, Unee ot Bvisiam, wley 4 young man
of Jus acyumintance Juce algd gheeted QLI
Urown, tapping lum on the shoulder in a |
irtendly way, de wis wost pugllisuic  and
declared ho would hght hon i only he could
have lus back against a wall, 'iien he went
on Lo relate that when he was 18 years okl
e tought the chuwplon ot Jivesham, anu
that * no wus a basket-maker. ” )

Several members of Brown’s family had
employment 1 great houses wn London, in-
cluding that of HLIL the Duke of Cum-
berland, who hbegume King of Jlunover in
1837 vn the denth of Willinm 1V. Brown’s
duughter, Rebecea, wasg still-loom maoud at
one time, aud lis son, Jobn, was wiso in
the Duke's service. Brown used to go to
London somotimes, and en ome oceasion
he walked back to Atch Lench in two
nights and a day, He sold cader in 44 gallon
lots (l.e., the smallest gquantiry on whole-
sale terms) to anyone who required 1it, but
lus ¢ustummers wers generaolly men workings
in panes, sueh as thuse employed in stock-
ing the woous roucd about. Later, alter ius
death, when the Huggitts sold cider in this
way the men used to say they were ‘“going
Hugzitting ™ when they purchased cider,
and the guantity was ecalled o “"Haguoit.”
Timmuenael Haggitt came, I believe, from
Hill, or Moor. Ils was bighly respected and
liked by all his neighbours, and must have
had an unusual amount ot self-restraint to
be able to live peaceably with lis quarrel-
somg father-in-law., He had bad some edu-
cation, and was cupable of being very usetul
In parish ailairs; he collected the rates at
Hill and Muor for some years. Atfer Lis
marriage he use] for somwa time to go daily
to Hill and cultivate a pilece of ground
at the coruer of the roaud from Hill Furze
to Bishampton, which was often callsd
“Haygitt’s Corner.” He diegd suddenly in
the ’seventies, and far many vears alter-

wards his wite always put a place for him
at table.

Arcyg LexceE ¥ ny Boymoon.

When approaching Ateh  Lench from
Sheritf’s Lench, tho first dwelling seen was
the cottage cf Williun Huxley, who for
many years was the vight-hand man of my

randiuther, U'he sons as boys worked for
um, too, but later went into other neigh-
bourhoods, Just cpposite William Huxley's
was the lane going past my great-unele
Benjamin’s house. This  wias an awarded
road until past the middle of the 18lh cen-

tury, and "up to the ‘thirtice was re-
fnrded as the proper road to Rous
sench; atter the part which is now

known as Magmit’st Nest Lone, the way
went thronul the second Pitehill TLil] anil
up .Tag:li_v-hlmw_L.'me, Lhen past the Com-
mon, nte the Slire TLane (or Franklin's
Lane) and out on to the present Rous Lench
Road beyond the Arel Bridge.

*Horse heans, of which 1 bushel=85 1hs.
net welght,

[agpie, a gouth-cast Torcestershire
word still in use,

i not only doing work on a furm,

Ay Unele Benjamin, who was (all aod
Lhin, was not =0 strong or so artive =5 his
brothers anil died ot the comnamveiy
yvoutlaul aye of 70, but [ pemcinher i
well. I ever my talher was anywhery near
his honse he would press him Lo vomce in anid
" have a nuncheen.”  IIe used to vwide on
horsebnel a goul deal, and #s be did not
keep a gig, was olten glad o aceompany wmy
grandfatler i1 Lis whea going 1o market, [t
was usual in such a cass for Lhe obliged
person to pay Lbhe pikes and also, 1 bLelieve,
the hostlaer.

Upposice my grandfuther’'s house and by
the chapel lived the Reyv. David Crumpton,
who wus revered by his neighbours ann all
thoss to whom he minisrered. Mollis Duy
aud ber son, George, lived in the first cot-
taga below the farm buildings, and in the
next lived Summy Wallia, my yrandfather's
carter, who came from Mengeworth. Next
came the more substantial dwelling or John
Young, who wns a small-holder, and at-
tachad to the hack of it a small cottage
occupied by the Astens and later by Biliv
Marshall. Just opposite wers the lhiree cot-
tages 1nhabited by Ephraim T'enle, Thomas
Younr, and John Collett in the order men-
tioned.

Lphraim Teale was a cepable carpenter,

5 hut also
able to repair furnitare and malke cofins,
Ile was very ditferent fromn otlier men who
worked for our femily at Atch  Lench or
Sheriff’s Lench, as be thought it a baud
policy to <o work that woulg be lastiug.
'or instance, Qe used to eriticise Master
I'arr and nthers for repairinz buildings so
well, saying that they would “last a lite-
time.” Mrs. Teale was a quiet sort of per-
son with whom | never came in contact,
bhut I have heard in recent times indirectly
{rom someone who as a child lived in a
neighhouring cottage, that she ecame from
Shropshire, had heen well educated, and thnt
she had silk dresses in a lox upstaivs,

[A receipted hill of L. Teale’s, still to he
seen, was evidently written by her, the wuic-
ing being thot of an educated woman of
those days, a great contrast to the vrude
signature of her husband.—I'LE.B.]

Jim Teale the son, worked as a hoy for
my grandfather. I remember secing himn
bir-ri-tendin{: in Broad Turlonz are Sundar
when my Dbrother Joe and I were walking
to Atclh Lench to attend the afternvon zer-
vice, no one elss of the family bhermr able
to come. We lingered talking to him for a
time and, when we arrived. inding thut we
were late, crept shome-facedly into the gal-
lery insteacd of going to the family pew.

Tphraim Teale angd his son nt o later dute,
found employment at Pershore, and the
family left the villuge. My Greut-Unclo
Thomas lived in the farm-house down the
rund, Coart Mouse, He was a kiud-hearted
ninn, industrious and carefu! in the con-
duct of his business. If drilling was oainer
en when the days were shoiv and the Lght
bad. he use] to go with a lanlern and cee
if all the seed was being covered by the
harrows. When the weather was particu-
larly cold he would carry sometlung hot
for the men to drink, even if working near
the Common. My Aunt Thomas, whose
maiden namoe was Dearce, camo irom Tyoas-
Lum; she was kind and hospituble, and

11



oiany relatives and friends from Ivesham
often cante to see her. i

The two cottages opposite were oecumniell
by Wilhiam Pestridge, wy grandiather’s
shepherd, and John Smith — respeciavely.
Eelow these Masier Brown lived,—then on
the right tarther down the village wus the
cottage of Joseph Newman, one of Umncle
Thomas’s men, but during the last years
ot lus lite he worked ior me. Ile was one of
the worthiest of men, and _always showed
Limselt moest anxious te further my in-
terests, - )

The cottage dewn below was occupied by
a tamnily numed Roberts, and aiter they
left it was for very many vears the home
of Josephh and Jane Valender, botlh people
of sterhing character. )

The obertses worked for Uncle Benja-
min, angd after a time one son, Thomas

LRoberts, murrir;q Caroline Collett any wellt |
to live as bailiffi or foreman at Salford

Lodge, for Benjamin Bowmford, of Pitchill,
AMrs, T. Hoberts managing a large dairy
there. )

The two cottages at the top of the hill
were occupied by the Gregg and Sulisbury
families, 'All these cottages were half-
timbered and ywhite-washed, the roofs with
one exception being thatched. At the Com-
mon_ the small Lrick cottage built by my
Urele Thomas was the lome of lLig carter,
Eritron. The son, George. after growing up
lecame incurably Dlind.  He continued to
live in the viliage and hore Lis afiliction
with waondertul patience to the end of his
life. For many years every Saturdav morn-
ing e fetched the “Evesham Journals”
iromm Church Lench and went round Ateh
Lench delivering them.

A little further on were .some form-
buildings helonging to my grandfather's
farm, as he had part of the Commoen land,
Thess goadually fell into disuse owing to
the shrinkage of the avea of arable land,
and becoming much dilapidated they wure
ullimuiely demolished

Fears or StrENeTa.

At the auge of sixteen vears I was able to
curry a sack of wheat (248 lbs.), angd after
[ Tiad completed my seventy-sixth year I
curried my last in 1y son’s larn  at
sSherift’s Lench.

Wlhen at my strongest I was able to carry
very Leavy weights, and on ome oceasion
when o number of us were testing  our
strength at Sheriff's Lench, I carried two
sacks of  wlheat-flour  tied iogether with
halters, weighing five liundredweight, as a
snj.-]:.nf tloor then weighed 24 ewt.

Lhis wps not o groat o weight as Thomas
Erawn, of Ateh Len<l once carried, of which
1 Dbave already written.

Boxive Day, 1833,

My Unele and Aunt John Tlurlies, and
their son Ben, spent Christmas Duy, 1833,
at Sherifi's Lenel,, staying {lie night. as was
their vustom. All day long snow fell, aceom.
pamed by haveh wind, swhich drove the
stow anto dritds, On the afterncon al Doy,
2ith they set out on {heir homeward joup-
nev, bt oy Totng travelling vers Giir.
cult and  slow  with  their low-whor L]
vehicle, n2 drifis g acenmulated in et
el - builowa, The Turlhier they proceedesd
eonditions hacam, worge, as tho snow con.

tinued ang night yas approaching. Conee-
gucntly, on urriving at  VWeelbdey, they
sought shelter nt the house of Mr. and Mrs.
Laewd, wno put them up tor the night.

Aly brothier Joe and 1 had been invited to
a Christmus party at the house of Mrs,
sStephen Smath, who lived at /L'hrockmor-
ton, her san YWilliam, having been at school
with us a few years previously al Oxtord
House, Lvesham. In spite of the inclewent
character of the weatler, and the uniike-
lihood of any improvement, we decided to
set out on ioct, any othier muethod of travel
being out of tlie guestion.

suow fell all ihe tume during our walk,
and the keenness of the wind 1 have never
known surpassed, When wa got to Throck-
norlon we tound that of the guests expec-
ted ouly one besides ourselves hag arrived,
and that was lred Buckle, o youny iarmer
irom the adjoining farm, and as the evening
was as snowy as the afternoca, no one else
turned up. ’ i .

After a substantial tea we settled down
to games, I remember most of my evening
was lilled up with playing chess with ¥red
Buckle. From what I recollect of the con-
test, both of us were rather ignorant of
high-class play. Supper .time arrived and
the smal]l number looked absurd when sit-
ting round the table leavily laden avith
Chrstmas fare; a couple of ducks and a
couple of fowls, very Jurge and very well-
cooked, were among the dishes, hesides
sweets.

Soon after 10 c¢’clock Joe and I started
howme with care-free minds, and as we bade
aur hosts good night we had no idea of the
difficulties ana dangers that lay before us.
For the last five hours the snow had been
steadily deepening on everv track and road-
way, ireezing as it.fell, and by tlis time
many of the drifts were most dangerous,
some being over our hLeads. the wind was
still strong and hitterly cold. A good many
people would liave bheen appalied at the
tiought of walking about five wiles in such
conditions, but we never thought of turning
hack. Our progress was exceedingly slow
and excessivelr tiring, bui we managed to
leep goiny, and it was not until e gat into
Lucases that we had the uunpleasant esper-
ence of walking into a drift up to our necks.
When we reached home it was after mid-
uight, and being ravenously hungry, in spite
of the ducks and the fowls, we repaired to
the pantry belore going to bed.

Smeee YWASHING 1y 1854,

My zrondiather used to send his gheep to
¢ washed at Norten, at Mr. Robert Lunn’s
wash-pool, under the supervision of his
head-shephierd, Themas Beusley. Alr, Lunn
made no eharge. but there wos an under-
standding that the shepherd sheuld receive
8. per score of sheep. Coo

The first summer that T was helping my
agrandfitther at Atch Lench, it was arranged
tor his floek to be washed ou June ist. The
pevioms night it was suwmoested  that we
should  start with the sheop at 5 am.,
but long belore thatr time my grandfatlier
voused me nngd cncourazod me 1o sel off as
suom as possible, so that Mr, Lunn's shep-
berd would ba ahle ta finish the washing in
vine w pel in a fall day’y shearinyg for his
mauslton.”
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was still only the twilizht of dawn I col-
lected the sheep in Lhe orchard, and atter
counting them, set out. When 1 hud gonc a
little way =long the road a church clock—
Norton, | think—struck the hour of 3!

* TMhe first divicion of the floek had been
taken on before hy Willinm FPestridge and o
vounger man, Jini, who lived in the lLouse,
and when I arrvived with mine they had
not even seen the shephierd. Then T weni np
the villnge of Norton and after having
knocked at several cottages, for no onc ha

begun tlhe day’s work, I found out where
Bensley Lived and ultimately roused him, and
the washing began.

.. . Tap Ox Team.

In {the 19th century in some places oxen
made a cheap adjuuct teo the ploughing
strength, and when trained could be used
for othey operations, They were not much
nsed in thig parish, in foet I think my
father was the only farmer who cver cm-

loyed them, and he did not keep them more
than four or five years.

My father bought four Hereford oxen
for working from a dealer named Horni-
blow. The names of the oxen were  Briton,”
 sturdy,” “Mark ™ and " Starling'': later
there was another named ' Bald,” TWe had
& Shorthorn bull, aped 21 years, whiich
worked & good deal too, at one time.

My uncle, Heming Bomford, employed
oxen at Dunrington and, when miv futher
get up & team, he lent him twe of his ox-
mzan, one of them being Joseph Reeves, At
first the oxen were not much liked by our
men, but when it was found that the ox-man

preater SK1ll WS requircu unan WITIL OUTSES,

the worl witl Lthem becamo moroe acceptable.

Mr. Smith, of lenchwick, used to bave an
ox team, and he employed ons animdl
almost enlively for working the chull-cutler
or the threshing machine. Sometimes an ox
would be put in a team with lorsvs.

I have a wvivid recollection of an inci-
dent conneeted with one of the oxen I have
mentioned, “Briton” was once in a team of
horses that lind gone to livesham with a
loud of sometling. He got tired and, becom-
ing sulky, lay down on the G.W. ruilway-
bridge and mo onp could get him up. After
every conceivable device had been used, Ly
the carler and interested onlookers, to no

urpose, a young man named Joo Hodgetts

appened to come on the svene and at once
said he could make the ox move, He went
closo to the animal and shouted as loudly
ang as Fnddenly as possible in lis ear; up
jumped “Briton’”” and went on with the team
ack to Sherifi’s Lench. It is ncedless to say
that “Briton” was not put in the team
again. It was found that oxen were not very
satisfactorr workers and the team was given
ur in about 1852.

I;I‘lic father of this Joe Hodgetts was the
ecal dealer at Dvesham, who supplied all
{he coal to the men on the Sherifl’s Lench
farm, and my father paid for it in one
account, so that they could get it at = Jower
price.

[The story of the ox team as given here
is told mlmost throughout in the identical
words vsed by my father shen lie related
iz to me at the end of November, 1432. Saren
weeks later he died in his 86lh year—T.L.B.]
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The Bomfords of County Meath.

As this pamphlet contains some account of the Bomford family
of Worcestershire, the compiler thinks that it is not out of place to
add a note on the Bomford family of County Meath,

The Bomfords of County Meath are descended from Laurence
Bomford (born 1617), whose elder brother Thomas is said to have
fought in the battle of Worcester (1051). Laurence Bomford, once a
Colonel under Qliver Cromwell, was afterwards secretary to the Court
of Claims in Ireland, and in 1602 was living at Clonmahon, County
Meath.

The Rev. Trevor Bomford, of the Church Missionary Seciety,
who was born in 1849 and died in India about three vears ago,
belonged to the County Meath family.

In 1874 he learnt in an accidental manner that there were
Bomlords in Waorcestershire, but it was not until about twenty vears
later that he set an agent in England to find out particulars of the
family. In a letter on this subject written by him to a friend in 1920
the following passage occurs: ““ This brought me into correspondence
with Edgar Bomford 7 (youngest hrother of George Frederick
Bomford), *“ who sent me their family tree . . . . . . He told me that
it was a tradition that one of the family followed Oliver Cromwell to
Ireland, but that they did mot know his name. He alsec told me that
the Worcester Bomfords had been there since Elizabeth's time—
had always been Baplists,” . ... .. The Rev. Trevor Bomford
who, in appearance, strongly resembled Edgar Bomford, visited this
neighbourhood on various occasions, making  a point of getting
acquainted with as many Bomfords as possible and forming a very
warm affection for Raymond Bomford, whose hospitality at Bevington
Hall he often enjoyed. He was convinced that both bhranches of the
Bomford family sprang from a common stock in the 2arly part of the
17th century.




L

D AND SOMT LOCAL SurFrIELD THE SADDLEL,
* %Egﬁ]jgﬁgg‘% ACCOUNTS, 1807-49. In that same eventful ycar of 1810, and

in the year following, Mr. LBomforg had cou-
Joseph Bomford married in ¥810, and | siderable dealinga with Joseph Suflield, an
after LLat date resided during the rest of his| Bvesham saddler. The jollowing are some
life at the house at Atch Lench, wlhich had| of the items oi particular inferest:— New
been built for him in 1807-10, A number of | gears for three horses, with headstalls and
apers belonging to lim, as well as printed | chains complete, £11 16s,; a new  best
Enolis, arc still caretully kept there by his| pillion, £1 lls. 6d.; “making 2 pillion-cloth
reat-grandchilkiren, and it is in this col- | quilted sent bound swith lisse™ [list], £1 1ls.
ection that Miss Frances L. Bomford hns | Gd.; a new pair of hest saddle girths, 4s. 6d.
found many local tradesmen’s accounts| In 1813 a new set of genrs for oue horse
more or less associated with the building of | cost £3 13s. 6d.; and a cart rope of 15%
the Liouse, and with the alfairs of its inmates| Ibs, at 18d, a Ib,, £1 3s. 7id,
during the earlier years alter its completion. The newll_v-wacf' l\]'.rs.‘ Bowmfard was also
The first of these accounts—which naturally | soon dealing with Iivesham tradesmen,
throw some light on the economie conditions | one of whom — Emma New — supplied
of the times in which ther were made—s ( het, after her arrival at Ateh Lench, with
dated 1§07, in which year, as already noted, ; I8 yards of watered ribbon at 8l. a yard;
the building of the house was hegun, and | 15 pairs of French kid gloves ot 3s. a pair;
one Paul SWilkes—apparently of the Alcester | frames for 2 hats, 2s.; 30 yards of chenille
. district—was paid &8 4s. 6d. for 392ift. of jat 1id. a yard; and 1 dozen “gentleman’s
vaving ot 5d. a foot, for the floor of ﬂm| Lever gloves” at 2s. 6d. o paix.
itchen, ete. The next year there is anl| Xater on in these accounts are: 1 yard
item of 15s. 2d. for a slab for the parlour: 13 nails of erimson peliese cloth at 18s. a
and in 1810, the pump-house was paved with| yard; 14 nails of Perstan pelisso cloth at 3s.
1224ft. of stone, also at 5d. & foot, and n stone | & _yard; and 1 yard 2 nails of swanxiown
horse-hlock—223ft. at 6d, a foot—was set up.| edging at 8s, a yard, all of which—for we
in all probalility these paving-stones came | are now in the vear 1812—may seem to indi-
from Temple Grafton, where indeed Wilkes | cate that a liftle stranger had lately re-

may have lived. ceived thg ireedom of Atch Lench,
An Evesmanm Draresn. ) MarrETAR STRATTON AND OTAERS.
That same year there was much to do in| Afatthias Stratton, vintner, haa his pre-
th(‘. Can‘lplete{l }!01150_ to Whlﬂh -Tﬂ‘;[’p]l Bnm' ﬂ]jses in the Evesham Pimurket — NoOWw

ford now brought his bride—formerly T.etitin | mare happily known as Vine-street—and he
Butler, daughter of Joseph Dutler, of Alees-| supplied te Mr, Bomford, in 1810, a bottle
ter. Consequently, amongst other loeal | or port, 4s, 3d.; a bottle of sherry. 5s.; 2
tradesmen, we find the name of Daniel Ldge. | Lottle of rum, 5s.; and e gallon of French
a well-known Eveshum draper of that time, | ypandy cost £1 10s. There must be decan-
who also was responsible for the old S1amp| tars ang glasees, too. so oue pair of cut
Office. upon the same premises in Bridfe-| yvine decanters was purchased for 13s.; a
street. where lnter he was succeeded hv his! (ozen hest wineglasses at 10s.; tnd & dozen
gon. W. B. TWdge, who in his turn was suc-| |ect gohlets, at 1s. 2d. ench.
ceeded by Ar. Lowe aud lis sons. William Taylor, an Evesham butcher,
Daniel Edge, who had created a large| who oceupied the premises in  Bridge-
country husinees, supplind Mr. and ‘iirs. | street eventunlly used by the Jate lsufe
Bomford with many meeessary  things. | Morris, supplied the met!l to Afeli Lench,
Amongst these were 175 vards of patent cord | and nmongst various deliverics there during
(L1 4s. 41d.); 137 wards of hogd tiel (T2 8Be. | 1810 and 1§11 were, in the wiuter of {lie first
13d.); and also for the heds. 3 Ihs. of “ best | year, 9} Ibs, of mutton (fs, 2d.), 91 Ibs.
poose feathers dressed, af 4s. 6d, a 1.7, | of Leel (5s. 11d.); 53 Ibs. of veal (4s.
whieh he had purchnsed at the same price | 1il.): and he purchased a ealf from Joseph
from Thomas Freame, a Worcester cabinet- | Bomford for £2 10s. In 1814 a confra account
maker angd upholsterer, showed the purchnse of 3 culves nt £2 75, 64,
Another ilem paid to Mr. Tdge was ona | eachi- in July, 1818, theyr wore down to .E1
of £6 135. 4d. for 57 yards of furniture chintz, | 14s, Some twelve years Inter, Mrs, Tnylor,
al 25, 44, a vard. and ho mnay alen have | who had taken over the usiness an her hus-
been lo some exient responsible for Joseph | band's death, paid £4 105, for 2 nigs; £3
Bomflord's wedding garments. for under | 10s. for 2 calves; and £2 8s. for 2 shesp.
June 74 there ave the following items:— | These were. of course, very difficult davs,
1t vards of kersermere—twilled fine woollen | but thirty vears later. and in a more peace-
cloth—at J4s. a vard: one waicteoat, 0s.; 4 | ful generation, Lecf camo down from Tid.
vards of white fustinn, at 181, a wvard: | to 8Ll a 1h, at Tvesham. at whieh price it
"1 vards Pockels.” at 181. a ward: 2 | had also been sold here, in 1761.
wnrds ol lining, al 140 o sard; 14 “Tlaind Tn 1511, Mr, Weston, oi Tivesham, sup-
Coat Iiuttons,” ol 2s. o dozen; whilsl the | piied 03[t. of gultering ai Iul. a foat; Bolt.
“twist. silk, canvas, buckram, ete,” came | of roun:d piping at 9. a faot: and & elbow-
tn 5s Gd. joints at 4d, each. Xe also s0ld & Lirass milk
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kettle to Joseph Bomford for £1 7s. 6d.;
whilst amongst other iteme the “horning
and mending?’ of a lanthorn or lantern,
cost Is., in 1814, On Tebroary 15, 1813, {or
“"wne day's work for 2 men at Lench,” a
sum of 8s. was pnid the men—vho may have
hod o make o diffieult journey to {the new
farmhouse that winter day—being enpaged
upun Lhe familiar process of * piping and
soldering.” .

In 1808, one William Walter, of Bridpe-
street, Livesham—a Bengeworth-born man,
aoparently  in  several limes of bns!u:ass
—supplied Joseph Bomford with bricks;
fAre-briclis at 8s. 4d. per 100; “white
squares,” at 1s, each; piteh at 4d, per 1b,;
conl at £1 6s. §d. per ton®; and a ecythe and
a rapstone, used for a whetstone and oh-
tainad from Staffordshirs quarriss, for 5s.
2d

That same vear, Anthony Roper, who was
a wellknown Bengeworth tanner, was con-
ecrned in an involved statement of account
with respect to bark sold om behalf of the
Tean and Chapter of Westminster, to
whose lonr associations with the Manor of
Ateh Lench reference has already been
made. (p. 10). Joseph Bomford was the asses-
sor an(d collector on behalf of the Dean and
Chapter, and the bark was valned at 12
fruineas per ton. The mnet weight s&old
amounted to 1 ton 8 cwts 1 gr., and the
"“drawing from Ateh Lench YWood to Eves
ham, turnpike and valuing,” cost one
cninea. )

. In 1813 there vwns o similar deal im bark,
the Luyers on this oceasion beine J. and I
Coliett. whe had tha tannery then at Mill
Hill, This time the grass weight of the Lark
was 2 tans, 12 ewts., ang it was sold at £12
10s. per ton,

Ax Eveseam Docror's I'ess 13y 1816.

The year 1816 was still mew when, on
January 20. someone in the Bomford family
fell seriously iil, and between that date and
the following August 5. {here are no less
than 234 items in an account, of his fees for
medical attendance, medirines, etc. sont in
by John P, Klipseli, an Evesham eurgeon,
who lived in Tirh-street. He was the son
of George Klipseh, “a Native of Frankfort
on  the Mamm in  Germany.” a German
military officer who lived at Hampton for
many years, and whose memorial tablet is
to be scen on the morth wall of the church
there. .

Dr, Klipsech put down every journer
separately 1n his account, the whole total
being £85 Os, 6d., and he acknowledpges hav-
ing received oats to the valus of £1 19s. A
“Journey ifrom Evesham” was 4s., — one
wonders what it is in these days— bat from
Chureh Lsnel, where presumably  he hiad
been visiting another patient. only 1s. 6d,
On one occasion a serond opinion wagp evi-
dently meeded. and Dr. Klipsch going “to
Salford to meet Dr, Johnson and attendin:
ham to Lench,” charged 7s. He again hiad
to send In a similar acconnt 17 years later,

which is receipted by his wife, Emmn
Klipsch.

*Tu 1835 coal was supplied to Atch Lounch
by J. Dance, of Bidfawd, at 18s. »er lan,

In 1844 a new Ivesham
upon the scene in tho
Martin, whase family” was so long and
honourably associated “with the borongh.
Ve, Martin’s one journey was charged at

ds. Gd., and amongst other ilems tho lecches
cost ds.

doclor appeared
person of Anthony

Tannmve Accoonrs,

Turning to matters of farming, the
earlier aceounts imclude one with John
Gibbs—perhops of Iivesham, but no «place
15 piven—whiel reveals the purchase, in
1812, of a new cart for £9, with an addi
ticnal L1 for puinting it. A little later in
the year a ““new wheelbarrow and paint-
ing” cost 17s.; and, with the advent of the
wheat harvest, “‘a new wazon, £18 18s5.” In
the previous yenr a cheese Press was pur-
chased for 18s.; and nine pairs of stagdle
stones, for the ricks, at 8s. 3d. a pair,
~ Also in 1812 Joshua Allen, of Ateh Lench,
made amd hung two gates for 1ds, 8d.; and
supplied 3 dozen hurdles at 3s, per dogen,
with 3s. 9d, for the nails used. ~Later om,
in 1814, he made two window frames for 7s.,
and a door for 5s,

Richard Burlingham and Co., in *“the
fifth month, May 8, 1812 "—thug stil] using,
redundantly, the form which is also evident
in the accounts of other Lveshiam trades
men who belonged to the Society of Frienus,
and with whom Joseph Bomford did busi-
ness—sold to him “27 Ibe. he<t link traces,”
at 9d. per 1h.; and a *“ecart tyre and nails’’,
cost £358,8d. The tyre was sent “{o Nether-
ton,” for which o sum of one shilliny was
charged. The following vear another cart tyre
cost £3 4s. 6d., the carriage “to Norton*
heing 1s. 3d. At the same time 60 lbs. of
“Sarted nails” cost £1 2s, 1d,

SOGAR AND WEAVING,
Mr. Bomford dealt on occasiong
James Pearce, an Tivesha
in business in Bridge-street for Jnany years.
In 1813, Pearce wasg supplying him with
dry sugar at 1s. per 1b., and lump sugar at
1s. 7d. per 1b. iIn 189, prices had come
down to 8d. and 11d. respectively; and the
vear followine dry and moist BUZAT Wers
both 6d, per lb.

An account for weaving, paid in 1815, by
Mrs. Bomforq to presumahly another John
Gibbs, consists of " weaving 43 vds. of Huck.
:r!;hagk 7 wide at 8d. per vard,” £1 8s, 8d.; to

winding 24 lbs. at 1d. per 1, 2s.. 40 5
E;gsé oi;} _(;JIIEESE Glotiu,” 35. 14d. Later on, in

18, Gihbs was also paid far “weavin
244 ells of fine finxen cloth # wide at 11d. p&g
ell,” £1 11s, 73d.

. 1n 1816, Mr. and Mrs. Bomford were deal-
ing with Caleb New, a well-known Eveshnm
draper whose premises stood on the rre-
sent site of Manchester House, High-street,
stil) Hémlééu‘h‘ used.

epiember, 1828, Georgs TLunn, {he
TFladbury miller, pround 3 lnﬁshels of -whe]:it
for Js. 8d.; and later on 4 Lushels of beans
for 1s. 4d. In 1332 he suppiied 1 bushel of
ine flour for 1ls.; and in 1832, 5 cwis. of
beans at 45, 9d. per ewt.

with
m grocer, who was

- Prices op Srrns,
Willinm Havwood, @ Ralford Triors far.
mer, who lived nt the farm now known as

The Orehards. sold Swedish +

) urnip seed at
1z, per 1b. in June, 1823; and in April, 1831,
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wthere wore purchases from William Smith, |

Amongst other contemporary tradesmen

of Itashirord, of fU lbs. of white ¢lover seed, | 1 the district, thete appear the vames ot

whiel cost 1 4s, du,; & Lba, of tretoil, £11

35, 3. ; and & bushels oi vetches, £1 1is,

TPhers had breen  earber dealinygs  with
Samuel Amos aud Son, of lvesham, hop and
geed wnerchants, who in April, 1¥2e, supplivd
4 bushels of fine rye grass seed at 3s, Ud.
per bushel; 56 1bs. of red clover for £1 14s,;
38 lbs. of White Duteh for £1 18s.; and
3t Ibs. of tretoil tor 17s, td. 1n Aareh, 1sdY,
they wera sellingy rye ygrass seed at Us. Ud,
per bushel; and in April, 1841, [tauin ryc
grass seed at 19s. per Lushel

A SoeconL Bin iy 1830,

At ihe close of 1830 there wus a sthool
bill to be pald to ome—presumably Miss—
Al Ii, Ruse, of Poplar Coltage, Alcester,
which amounted to £18 78., mide up us
follows: Board and ipstruction, £10 10s.;
eybhering book, 2s. 6d., copy book, Is.;
hairdressers, etc., 18. 6d.; music bill, £2 11s.
A reminder is added that the school wii]l re-
open on Jnnuary 17,

For, at least, a period extending from 1831
to 1841, Willinm Corbilkt, of Church Lench,
did muech shoemaking for the Bomtord
family. The cost of Ar. Bomiord’s shoes
ranged from 10s. to 12s. 6d. per pair; those
for his dauygbters irom 4s. Yd. to 3s. 6d,

In April, 1833, William Fletcher, a tailox
in High-street, Iivesham, made Mr, Bomford
g shooting jocket for 7s, 6d.; a pair of
trousers cust 59. 6d.; mud boots, 4s,; straps
and buclkles, 1s. The following year he made
a double-breasted waistcoat 1or 4s.; and In
1857, making a suit cost 17s.

Ar  Michuelmus, 1833, Joseph Bomford,
junior, hegan farming at Sheritf’s Lench, at
which time his father purchased for him, of
William Marshall, of Inkberrow, 5 suits of
harness at 35s. per snit; 1 broad-wheeled cart
for £5; and 1 pair of seed harrows for £L.
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A Heniey-1N-ArpEN CHEMIST. )

'There wers various transactions with Wil
liam F. Hopkins, a Henley-in-Arden
chemist and druggist who, for instance, in
July, 1822, supplied 4 ozs. of finest ginger at
2s. d. per lb.; 20 ozs, of white pepper, at 4s.
Far 1b.; 1 oz. of Cayenne pepper, at Ss. per
b.; 1 oz. of cloves, at 8s. per lb.; 4 ozs. of
bleck pepper, at 9s. dd. per lb.: 1 erz. of
Turkey rhubarh for 1s, 6d.; and 1 oz. of
salinedl magnesia for 9d. There were addi-
tional unspecified items of tea and mutmegs.
Later on somse mustard was bought at 1s. 8d.
per lb.

Bricx Masmo at Arcn Lexcm.®

As recently stated hercin, Dr, Willinm
Chafy fArst hecame associated with the
Lenclies in 1833. and in the following zear
he evidently had extensive transactions with
Joseph Bomford, junior, who was respon-
sile for supplyinz him during 1834, with
128.000 drainapge tiles at 23s. 6d. per 1,000;
44,000 bricks at 23s. 6d. per 1,000: D.000 cover-
ing tiles at 20s. per 1.000, an( 13,000 bottom
tiles nt 12s. per 1,00

The following year there was another nnd
gimilar transnetinn. nn » smaller seale, dur-
ing which period Dr. Chafy’s account with

A, Domtnrd shows Fiaw 05600 Files, 26000 |

bricks, 5,000 covering tiles, arndd 10,000 Lottom
tiles wero supplied,

*cf. p. 4.

saveral who were well-known and preminent
at Alcester. Joseph Johnson, wlo must have
hod an importanc business thers at chat
time, supplied mait at 7s. 6l per bushei
in 1§35. ln 1839 it rose to 9s., and before the
cod of that year was 10s, [n 1841 it Lad
coma down {n 8s. per bushel, John Tovey,
of Churel Lench, olso supplied malt at
this time.

Coming to the accounts for 1836, thers ias
an acknowledgment of the receipt of £10
from Joseph Bomford, semior, “ for the use
of the Dean and Chapter of Westminster
being for a year's rent at Michael-
mas past for the site of the Manor nof
Atch Lench.”

In Januury of that year, Wall and Lucas,
who wera druggists, tea dealers, and grocers,
at Stratford-upon-Avon, supplied 23 lbs. of
mottled soap, for 13s., and hought 25 ewt, of
cheese, mada at Atch Lench, at'51s, per ewt.

Bexesworta TRANSACTIONS.

George Baylis, of The lilm, Beugeworth,
had been in business therp apd thereabouts
Jor some years wien, in 1846, Ar, Bomriord
bought a guantity of small tiles of him,
and ulso 12 bapgs of bLeans at 13s. per bag,

Another coal merchant and genecal
wharfinger ot Bengeworth Whart, was Wil-
liam Wilkes, who 1n June, 1838, sold a stone
trough Tor 35s., and, a littla later on, a
quarter of a ton of best coals for 4s. od.,
and 100 Broseley tiles for 4s. 6d.

In 1539 and 1840 there were various pur-
chases of James Tayler, an Evesham cooper
and basket-maker, whose namse iy to be read
upon the guble-end of a Bridee-streer house
depieted in the dmwin% in Maz’s Historr
(ed. 1843, p. 1683), which house then sicod at
the south-west corner of the bridge. Accord-
inf to the printed bill-head, Tayler
sold hrooms, brushes, maps, harn and malt
shovels, hassocks. ifruit haskets, yokes and
sieves, IFrench haslets, ete,

Wuear axop Frouz. )

William Sisam's Executors, tracding in
1440 at Arrosw, supplied roal to Atch Lench
at 19s. per ton; and in 1841 they ground
harley and beans for 4d. per bushel, and
wheat for 6d. per bushel.

In 1842, William Harris, of Abbots Mor-
ton. was selling flour at £3 1%s. 6d. per sack,
which ros> to £2 13s. in June, but was back
again abt the carlier price in August. In
November, 1847, John Robinson, of Tewkes-
bury, supplied 100 hushels of Smyrna wheat
at 60 Ibs. to the bushel, for £25 12s. 6d. The
wheat was sent in 95 new sacks at 12, 9d.
gack, Mr, Robinson adding a note that he
did not think that Mr. Bomford -would wish
it *o be sent in old sacks at 1s. 7d, each. It
was to be bronght “ by Broweit’s Team,”
and to be =ent to the Northwick Arms
IMotel, Tivesham. In 1848, H. C. We'sford,
aleo of Tewkeshury, supplied § busheis of
vetches for £2 3s.

Amongst those with whom tho Demfords
dealt locally between the vears 182§ and
1837, wera the follnwing: J. Fairkead, Hizh-
street, Hvesham (brooms and mops); Riehnrd
Arkless. Tvesham hutcher: R, Tamn, Nor-
inn (tiles); Joshua DRayboid, Alcestar,
draper; New nnd Loxley (New and Hughes
in |841), Tigh-street, Bvesham,  draners;
R, Jephcott, Alcester, groeer,




11.

WOME LOCAL PICTORTATL BTLL-HE!LDS.‘
< - 1822-1841.

s

Over a considerable period of time 1 have
anly been able to colle¢t six pictorial Eves
ham bill-heads, all of whiclh are descriveu—
only brietly in some iustances—in the fol-
lowing mowe,  ‘Ihe remainder alse &0
deseribed ure those, marked by an aslerisk,
wlich Lave been lent to me by Miss Frances
E. Bowrord, In sume cases, as will appear,
thesv sleel-engravings are signed :—

*1810. Frantis, Wilkes und Smith (Late Dear-
mans, Frareis and Wilkes), Eaple
Foundry, Birmingham, . )

Bill-head only. No engraving. Receipt,
with which, incidentally, there is
anotlier Birmingnam 1tem, being a
small written reccipt, dated 9 April,
1811, for “20 Cheers” brought thence
to Ateh Lenck bv cne Thomas Niblett,
presumably a carrier. for 12s. These
six mahogany chairs which were in use
in “the Parlecur” there in those days,
and in one of which manv notes in this
series have Jately been written by Afiss
Bomford, was aoubtless amony them.

1622, John 'I'nomas, Chemist and Druggist;
Dealer i1n Patent Medicines; Physicians’
Prescriptions faithiully prepared Pre-
parer of Horse and Cow Medecines;
Brandy, Num and Wine Vaults, Bridge-
street, IIvesham.,

Engraving : On the left a man holding
e horse elaborately nrotected with
cloths, On the right an infant grape-
crowned Bacchus, seated on a barrel,
between two barrels.

1623. George Agg. Auction Mart and Cheap
Furniture WWarebouse, Bridgostreet,
Evesham, Auctioneer, TUpholder and
Appraiser; Furniture of every deserip-
tion bought, seld, or exchanged. )

DEngraving: An auctioneer in This
rositum, his hammer uphited, with
empty two-branched candlesticks on hoth
sides. On his right is a grandfather’s
clock, and around are chairs, a mirror,
and a chest of drawers, all on o frinved
enrpat. By J. Mason, Bromsgrove-streat,
Birmingham,

¥1826. €amuel Amos and fon, ITop and Seed
Merchants [Pir Market]. Tivesham.

Engraving: By Jones & Tihbitts, Bir-
mingham. A long wooden plouzh with,
in this instance, a wheel; a harrow;
two pockets of baps, In the undulating
distance, which is fringed with trees,
a man sowWing seeds. :

Concerning the subject of this engrav-
inz, Miss Bomford nofes thiat the ald
wooden lone plough wag extensively
used in the Tenrhes neighhourhaood.
where mueh of the land is beavy. Tt
was used. indeed, nt Ateh Tench earlv

m the present century. and ope is still
preserved there,

1827. Augustin Applin, Crown Hotel. Com-
merecial Tnn and Postinp-Tlonse, Bridece-
gtrert, Twvesham. Tmporter of and
Dealer in Foreizm Winns and Spirits:
Canrhes to all parte of Pneiand,

This arenunt is for a " Chaise and

pair to Pershore and baek.” which coat

1827.

1o, 9d. and is receipted by Ar.
lumself, i ’ Applia
lugraving: A Stute Crown,

W. Smuun, White llart Commereipl
Liun, Briuge-street, livesham,

L'lus aecount is for **\Wine and Negus,
ds. 4d.”; “Ale and Tobaceo, 3s.”; *Porter
and Cyder, 2s,” and John Agg, the
Lridygesstrect printer who paid 1t, notes
that thereon he also gave the waiter a
shilling, Co.

Lingraving: A White Hart, by John
Suiiield, of the Livesham family of tuat
name, He was well-known as an
engraver, and amongst many other of
hie works may be noted the portraif
(1808) of Humphrey Howarth, who was
clected o Memdser of Parliament tor
Lvesham in 1812, and aleo the portrait
of Sir Charles Cackerell, another Mem-
ber, who died in 1837, and whoss parirait
wias engraved for presentation in 1818,
Suflicld also engraved tlie famous medal
which Sir Charles pressnted to the bur-
gesses of Lvesham in commemoration of
his own exertions "in support of their
TPotition before the Fonourable the
Tlouse of Commons on the 23rd of Feb-
funry, 1819.”

¥183u, J. Fairbead, Grocer, Tea and Coflde

Dealer. High Strect, BEvesham. Dealer
in llops, Dutter, Cheese, MHacon and
Prime Tlams, Cocoa Paste, Choeolate,
Wax, Sperm, Mould ang Dip Candles,
Sperm and Salag Utis, Real Havannah
Cigure, Taney Snufls and Lobacco,
Louraving, uusizned: 4 Chineso tea-
merchant seated before a large canister
which is ofiered to him by, presumably,
a grower. ln the background are China-
mwen with 2 tea-chest; in the distance
4 grove, a pagoda, a house, and & junk

on the seq,
*1832, Rachard Jepheott, Iligh-street, Alces-

ter, Grocer aud Tea-dealer; Bacon, But-
ter and Clieese I'actor; Seotech and
Faoner Snuffs; Ilavannah and other
segars, Tobacco, dec.; Superior London
Moulds, Dips, Qils, &e.;  Moeha and
other dlofiee, Chocolate, Cocoa, Spices,
Fruit, &e.; Teas genuine as imnorted.,

Engraving: A reclining Chinese tea-
mereliant tastiny tea with friends, and
surrounded with tea-chests and canis-
ters; a bay and mountaing; tea-trees
and shrubs,

*1835. J. Dnnce, Stone Yard and Coal Whart,

¥
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Ridford.

Bungraving: A stonecutter at work on
a large block; o stone mason ineising a
slal: a coal-merchant weighing coal,

William F. Topkins, nearly opposite
the Swan Hotel, Henley-in-Arden.
Chemiét and Druggist; Spices .
Anchnvies, Capers, Fich Sances, Vine.
gar, Mustard, &c.; Soda Water, Soda and
Seidlitz Powders: Phyeicinns’ Prescrip-
tions and Familv Rreipes aceurately
prepared; Genuine Horse and Caftle
Mecicines; Tens and Coffecs geaulne ss
imnorted.

Engraving:  Verv  interesting, A
chemist aud druzeist is sinuding in a
ranl-like room. poundinz drugs in o
Toorknr on a bleel;, On his Jo[t is n ear-
Loy behind which ia a counter with an



¥

CRAEUY @O, P SHLY, FUINE DOLTIES. AL
the biuck of the room a retort stuuding on
o furnace, with tube for the digtillate
W be cooled e e big tab or vat be-
hind. Kearby uppear to be other tuls,
Above is o phoemix, By Hoare and
Reeves, London. )

*1834. T1ill and Turley, Wholesule aud Iletnil

linen Drapers, §ilk Mercers, Haber-
daghers, llosicrs, Glovers, Lacemen, &c.
Junerals furnished, and every article
in IMamily Mourning, for licady Money,
27, Cross, Worcester,
Lograving: This represents the house
still standing there. The windows are
full of various gnods, at which interested
ladies are looking. A coach and four,
with postilions, ete., stands hefore one
of the entrances, 13y Smith and Greaves.
Thie account also has a stee] stamped
“*Aecepi vur best thanks, Hill and
"Turley.”

A. T Wright, Wholesale and Retail
Grocer, Tea Dealer and Chandler,
Evesham. . o

Engraving, unsigned. This is a par-
ticularly intercsting instonee. 1t depicts
a room. with a window in front of which
a2 mean is holding at both ends a frame
worked by o weishted cord  unning
through two rings affixed to a beam
ahove him. The trame contains candles
of two sizes, and is being held ahove
a cistern of hot tallow into which they
are ahout again to be dipped. The cis-
tern. whieh bhas cross-hars at either
end, stands upon a small platform, upon
dward leps, and before it lies what is
presnmably a small pile of yarn,

I am inclined to think that, a long
time since, I saw anolher Evesham bill-
liead of thie type. anad I recall that the
late Mr. W. Tt. Coulter (Market Place),
who was & miue of mformation in such
matters. tald e that he well remem-
bered gecine candle-dipping dome 1In
geveral plaves in the town.

Having in mind that the above des-
cription is nct a verv satisfactory one,
and that several points 1 the engravine
technicaily meed further elueidation, it
iz eunrious how difficult it has heen to
acquire any really definite information
cancerning the procsss as shown in this
bill-head, althongl just recentls T have
inlerviewe] several people who might
have been experted to he able to supply
it. They alse remember seceing candle-
dipping—usually, it would seem, through
b shop window—hut are unable fully to
deseriba the detnils ol the process.
Reference to likely sources of published
informaticn 4ns also proved unsatis-
factory.

#1335, Jane Stephens, Bookseller. Stationer,

and  AMunsie-vellay;  Tngraver,  Leotfer-
Tress and Copper-Taie Prnter. Took-
hinder. MTen  Dealer  and  Perfumer,
Patent Medicine and Newspaper Vendor,
Aleester.
Tingraving

Willinm Wilks,

A TPrinting Press.

Toprewnrth  TWharf,

" Coal Merchant and Corn Wharehouse.

Tugraving: A whoef, with men: mwo
sailing  barges and o Loaton the water;
houses in the backgronnd.

hats,  Groeer, 'L'es aud Coffee Deule:
l:um llome-cured Bacon, Clicese ﬁﬁ?igf
superfine Tobueeo, Sealell und Faney
Shulis. Spiees and  Lickling Vinegar
Alould and Lip Candles, ’

Fograving : By Baldwiy,
A sealed Clungse tea-merchant, with
clhr;slw: and a large canister of tea
Chinese sceene in the background, )

Birmingham,.

1830. W. 8, Ninsey, late T'homas and Kin-

sey, Bridge-street.

Chemist and Druggist; Preseriptione
}arepared with acenrauey and dispatel :
norter ¢f Foreign \Wines; Dealer In
Foreign and British Spirits,

Lngzraving: By Smith and Greaves,
Birmingham. On the left the draped
figure of a female uplolding a wreath
above which is a hust, possibiy of Galen
or IPseulapins. On either side of her are
retorts, &ec. On the right is a ship in
port, with houses an¢ church in dis-
tance, In the foresround are men busily
enguged in packing bottles of wine in
large haskets and hoxes, man is
emerging from a cellar carrying bottles
of wine, also in baskets.

%1841. New and Hughes, Iivesham,

Linen and Woollen Drapers., 8ilk
Mercers, &c. Tunerals furnished. Hearse
and Mourning Coaches,.

Engraving: By Reeves and Hoare. A
funeral hatchment and fiaes,
*184Z. Charles Birlingham, Evesham.
Cebinet Malker, Unphalsterer. Paper

LR
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Hanger, &e. Carpets. Droggets, Aloreens
anil  Printed Furniture, Oil clothe,
Printed Baize, &c.

Engraving: By Jones and Co,, Bir-
mingham. No picture.

Riehnrd H. Hughes, Bridee Street.
Evesham. Wholesale Tea, Groeer and
Provision Dealer. Home Cured Bacon.
Clieese. Butter. ete., Teas Genuine os
Imporied. Spices and Foreign FErunits,
with every Atrticle of Grocerv. in the
most reasonable terms. Tine Yworcester
and Kent Tlons.

Enrraving: By Reeves and Hnare, A
female fizure, npresumahly Britannia.
leaning lier richt arm on a large cask,
and her left hand snmnarting an ancher,
In {he cenire another larse cask, near
which is. comceivablv, a loal of sugar.
On either sine are two tea-chests,

This Richard Hughe- was a son of
Remjamin and Marv (horn Hemming)
Hunehes. to whom there i reference in
“The IMemmngs of Aleester and Ox-
ford.”

*1846. 1. Bomford. Fvesham.

Chemist and Druggist. Patent Medi-

cines. Genuine Horse and Cattle Medi-
cine.  Thysiciuns’ Prescriptions and
Family Tecipes accurately prepared.

Spices, Ancshovies, Capers, Fish Sauces,
Pickles. Vinepar, Mustard, &e. Oils,
Colnurs, Painfs and Varnishes.  Soda
Trater, Soda and Seidlitz Towders. Wine
and 8pirit hMerchant, )

Engravinz: By Baldwin, Birming-
ham. Semowhat similar to that of Wil-
liam J. Jopkins, of IDenlev-iu-Arden,
deseribed as ahove, exeent that in this
case the chemist aud drugpiet 1s pound-
inm his drugs in the open. with a back-
cround of bushes. e is in Lis Loirt
cleeves, and wears knee breeches and
upron.




doasl il Mol Ty DNLWLE WUuDiavod.
lad the Oxstalls Tarm, and was Mnyor of
Lyesham i Jolkd

Iz my very small collection of these and
relevauny wmallls there 1s_ also the eclegant
vlagn  bill-head of John Waurper, of Iives-
naem, watch and ciock maker amd jeweller,
&e., dated 1n 1825; and auw Livesham butcher’s
bill of 1818—John HMHumphms, of DBridie-
gtreet—mitdo ont upon the iower half of n
srmall Lill prigved by Joebn Age, fron, wiich
it appears that about that tame—the actual
date is mot evident—a sale of “Derbyshire
Spar doods” was taking place in the toww.
Toese poods included—so the bill runs—
”Snperg Vases, complete Sets for Mante
T'icess, Basence Jars, a very great colleetion

LLU wiow T riuitanion uw o I1rn

Assortment hatl attractive and arnaent.
winel, o Insveetion, will be found loghuy
superior to anything of the kiud ever offered
tor »ale.”

The hill eoncludes by “eubmitting this
Collection to the Inspection of the Conois-

eeurs’ of livesham, tor its "Genius and
Elezance 1 Wourkmanshlp must exeits
umversal  Admiration.” a2nd Is of  the

“igehest inverest to every Lover of the Tine
Arts.”

Private bargains were to be had frow 11
aan. to 4 pan., and the public auction at
5 p.o., on the two days upon which the
collection was oxhibited here.
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